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Radio Increases 
By Advertisers in 1931 


(Not Including Talent) 


1930 193 
$5,370 $32,758 
842,000 1,695,032 
56,782 72,869 
42,861 74,787 
141,191 185,761 
48,070 33,785 
38,226 107,430 
11,000 65,708 
7,387 128,588 
45,378 93,198 
110,202 169,675 
337,779 405,226 
256,187 335,408 
449,496 1,486,930 
184,197 211,416 
28,731 139,203 
167,228 255,832 
254,653 345,977 
164,715 262,634 
557,445 570,681 
160,725 219,433 
415,831 465,427 
255,226 582,602 
296,282 521,234 
19,250 45,500 
345,313 914,606 
22,878 43,004 
16,225 243,074 
13,824 22,914 
32,749 53,635 
256,014 147,036 
77,222 147,036 
33,976 78,082 
34,275 118,343 
7,779 131,753 
60,494 85,030 
170,429 412,900 
17,367 83,444 
191,441 226,457 
56,178 228,429 
344,378 355,497 
6,186 83,814 
26,200 74,493 
5,121 123,104 
93,379 104,463 
120,541 140,422 
25,799 148,074 
100,286 292,322 
1,219,462 1,438,327 
41,761 99,064 
255,168 499,261 
861,772 1,180,132 
166,463 1,245,336 
77,053 83,522 
7,577 22,978 
783,540 1,272,214 
146,209 191,208 
11,270 196,062 
132,146 225,059 
31,999 104,156 
26,242 220,810 
23,774 121,334 








JERITZA IN OPERETTA 
STAGED BY LUBITSCH 





A passenger plane expected to| 

Maria Jeritza may be seen in| 
©peretta next fall in a musical ver-| Puilt in the General Motors shops 
Bion of the play ‘The Czarina.’ | here, It will carry eizht passengers 


Thought is credited to Ernest Lu- 


| 

| 

bitsch, the picture director. | — 
Lubitsch, |} nental 

' 


now in New York, is 
Seriously considering producing and); is expected to make its trial trip) 
directing a play for no particular| around April 1. If successful the 
engl eis 9 esa he's ‘never done | 18-hour trip, at a speed of about 
tempt. his: eects oe ike the at- <00 miles an hour with nevee peste 
farina’ was done here|ings en route, will become  per- 
some years ago with Doris Kane. } manent. 


18-Hour Plane 


Detroit, Feb. 29. 





and mail. 


ship is for the Transconti- 
Western 


Company and 


Air 


DONSORS FIGURE 
ANDS SLIGHTED 





Beginning to Balk at Artists’ 
Dominance of Programs— 
Call It Wrong Merchan- 
dising—Which Is _ Better 
Known, Star or Product? 


SOLO ARTISTS WANING 


Radio stars who become too big 
for their programs are not wanted. 


The commercial sponsor, for 
whom the talent ts but another 
merchandising factor, does not 


favor programs which are so com- 
pletely dominated by their stars as 
to submerge the brand of the prod- 
uct which is being exploited. 

Radio points to the Cliquot Club 
Eskimos, the Cities Service, Good- 
year and Mobiloil programs as ex- 
amples of first plugging the name 
of the commercial involved. 

Radio doesn’t especially fancy 
the self-exploiting Winchell method 
deduced to be at the expense of the 
firm which employs. In other words, 
the theory coming into vogue is that 
the day of the solo radio artist is 
| starting to wane, 





Radio is now becoming more con- 
cerned with the proper merchandis- 
ing of its ad products rather than 
the exploitation of ether person- 
; alities. This is resulting in Bing 
Crosby going off the Cremo cigar 

Continued on page 60) 





BWAY TOUCHES 
HOLD FILM 
MOB WEST 


j ———— 


Hollywood, Feb. 29. 
people in pictures are not 
frequent trips to New 
studio assignments 
the rule. 
and 


Stage 
|making the 
| York between 
that 
afraid 
touches. 
Having more or less of a system 
out here to sidestep or minimize the 


were 
of 


once 


Broadway those 





| financial liability of having friends, 
| the contract people feel that they're 


Coast-to-Coast in 18 hours is being | wide open in New York. Providing 


a] 
é 


‘coffee’ at $1 cup or paying for a 
|pal’'s appendix is the small and the 


They're | 
| been 





| tions. 
lthat burlesque houses 


jlarge of the requests made with 
overwhelming frequency upon the} 
folks in the rnoney. 
Working at Loss 

One Broadwavite out here on a 
subsiantial salary figured at the end 
lof six months that he had lost 
money on the studio engagement. 


| When laying off between pictures 
i 


(Continued on page 49) 


TOO MUCH EGO ON THE AIR 


Single copies, 15 cents 
1879. 








San Clemente as the Brookline of 


The West; Wealthy But Theatreless 





Under Wraps 


Just to do it up right, the 
department stores which bor- 
der on Park avenue now have 
their furniture on display 
wrapped in cellophane. 











DONATE $50,000 


TO CLEAN UP 
42D ST. 


In a vibrant campaign to re- 
habilitate the block between Broad- 
way and 8th avenue, New York, the 
42a Street association held a meet- 
ing and went into action last Fri- 
day (27). Sum of $50,000 has been 
subscribed by around 65 owners of 
property on the street between 6th 
and $th avenues. 

‘Clean Up the Brock’ is the slogan 
adopted for the former center of 
legit show business. Attorneys 
Banton and Pecora, both previously 
district attorneys, were voted a re- 
tainer of $25,000, and an equal 
amount when the campaign is over. 

Four sore spots are pointed out, 


two being the burlesque houses 
(Republic and Eltinge), the flea 
circus and freak display, and a 


shooting gallery. Pecora claims 
that under the law all four can be 
closed. 

A surprise development of the 
meeting came when an attorney 
representing the Astor estate gave 
it as his opinion that his survey of 
42d street indicated that the Bowery 
and Coney Island were never as bad 
as this block in its present condi- 
tion. He stated that if the 42d 
Street Association did not clean up 
the estate would make 
to do so. 

A police official 
the meeting of 
owners. He said the depart- 
ment Was aware unsavory con- 
ditions, but that although there had 
200 arrests on the 1 since 
last July there had been no convic- 
Mazistrate's 


wa 
indignant 


3 


that 
of 
yjlock 
had ruled 
no dif- 
ferent than the other theatres oper- 


ating. 


court 


were 


Girl Cigar Smokers 


Birmingham, Feb, 29 
A Florida cigar manufacturer has 
launched a campaign popularize 
tigars for ladies l'irm has started 


making ‘ladies size’ cigars, smallei 
and more carefu wrapped. 

To get things started company 
| has hired four girls to dine in fa 
ionable restaurants in the south to 


| be 


seen smoking the new cigars. 


an attempt 


present at) 
realty | 


San Clemente, Cal., Feb. 29. 

title of the 
With an all 
year round population of 1,500, and 


This town claims 


Brookline of the west. 


five times that number during the 


summer months, the place is thea- 
treless, and has been so since the 
town 
iago. 

Like Brookline, Mass., there's 
plenty of wealth here, too. Almost 
the entire residential population is 
of the retired order. Town sgsup- 
ports a golf course, sundry tennis 
l courts, bowling alleys, a good hote! 
jana the best restaurant between 
Los Angeles and San Diego, but it 
has yet to see its first picture 
house. 

Unlike Brookline, everybody here 
wants a theatre. However, no the- 
atre man or circuit will take a 
chance. 


came into being eight years 





Ole Must Okay 

San Clemente is in many respects 
the trickiest town on the coast. It 
was built by Ole Hanson, former 
mayor of Seattle, to be solely in the 
Spanish atmosphere. Can’t buy an 
inch of ground here unless you 
agree to Spanish architecture, with 
plans approved by Hanson. 

Hanson has lots of pretty pictures 
of Spanish theatres he'd like and 
has tried to interest showmen, but 
they have never gotten together on 
the project. 

Meanwhile, the nearest picture 
houses are in Capistrano, five miles 
away, almost wholly patronized by 
Mexicans and to which no one goes 
from here. There's a 400-seater in 
Laguna, 13 miles away, and a 200- 
seater in Oceanside, 25 miles away. 

San Clemente is midway between 
Los Angeles and San Diego. 





Chinese Societies 
Offer Yank Flyers 
$100 Daily to Fight 


Offers to American 
enter the Chinese flying service are 
|being made in New York. Boys 
|; who piloted in the World War are 
| particularly sought. 
| The bids seem to be coming from 
a Chinese patriotic service, or so- 
cieties, rather than from any of 
that country’s officials. One bid 
heard of carried with it, if accepted, 
$100 in gold per day, together with 
transportation to Shanghai and 


| back, should there be a return. 








aviators to 


en 
Hollywood, Feb. 29. 

Chinese representatives have been 
here the past week talking to stunt 


aviators in pictures and making of- 

fers to them to fly for China, 
Chinese officials are trying to 

| keep the names of the aviators 


who are going over a secret, feare 


ing that local Japanese societies 
may get the fliers and buy them 
j off. 
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Lubitsch’s Analysis of Pictures 
Minimizes Director's Importance 


a + 


Ernst Lubitsch welcomes inter- 
views with the press because, very 


naively and sincerely, he believes 
that is the only means a director 
has for identifying himself to the 
public. Since a director does not 


appear in person in his pictures, 
how can the audience be aware of 
his existence, Mr. Lubitsch asks. 

The public does not analyze why 
it likes a picture; either it’s en- 
tertaining or else it’s bad. What 
makes it entertaining does not in- 
terest the film audience. 

The director’s really a very un- 
important fellow in the public mind. 
Mr. Lubitsch is sure that his name 
as the director of a picture means 
nothing in itself at the gate. Perhaps 
it draws a few professionals, but 
their numbers are too slight to mat- 


ter. No, Mr. Lubitsch will not ad- 
mit that the public knows or cares 
who he is. Maybe they’ve liked 


his pictures, but they don’t remem- 
ber his name. 

In the industry, Mr. Lubitsch 
gays, directors are supposed to be 
artistic chaps. They’re not sup- 
posed to have a head for business. 
Business men have been running 
the picture business, maybe into the 


ground. However, they don’t con- 
sult artistic chaps about it. Mr. 
Lubitsch happens to have a few 


ideas about the business end of the 
industry, but then don’t forget he’s 
an artistic chap, he cautions. 


Directors on % 


There’s this development about 
the payment of directors on per- 
centage, for instance. Mr. Lubitsch 
approves of the plan, but only if it 
is carried out on the first principle 
that the director should receive a 
share of the individual gross of 
each theatre in which his picture 
plays. Figuring his percentage 
from the total of the distribution 
sales is not fair because the rental 
charge of a picture does not always 
jibe with amount of business it 
does. Mr. Lubitsch prefers, if his 
picture does less business than ex- 
pected in some houses, to receive a 
proportionately smaller share, just 
as he thinks it only equitable that 
he receives more if the picture sur- 
passes expectations, 

He further believes the percent- 
age payment system must find a 
more satisfactory means for allo- 
eating production costs before it 
can work justly. At present, studio 
overhead is charged equally against 
all production but each production 
does not use an equal amount of 
studio help. Some directors, of 
which he is one, dispense with the 
services of a supervisor, yet their 
productions must bear the burden 
of the supervisors’ salaries just like 
all the others. 

Inexperienced directors require 
more studio assistance, hence they 
are more responsible for the stag- 





Gambling Trip 


Hollywood, Feb. 29. 
No salaries will be paid by 
Douglas Fairbanks to players 
and technicians working in his 
south seas. picture. Entire 
troupe, with the exception of 
three or four minor employees, 


are in on a percentage basis 
with the star. 
Fairbanks furnishes trans- 


portation, and stands all other © 
expenses, which will be taken 
out of the picture’s returns be- 
fore any splitting is done. 











Stage Version of 
Picture First for 
Cantor on Coast 


Hollywood, Feb. 29. 

A stage production of his comedy 
talker will be tried out along the 
coast by Eddie Cantor. The stage 
and screen productions will be made 
by Goldwyn-United Artists. ° 
Cantor believes the stage tryout, 
a film comedy, to set laughs for 
timing, etc., is essential to a film 
reproduction. About six weeks will 
be taken for the show, starting with 
two weeks in San Francisco. 
Subject of the Cantor piece will in 
part call for him to do a realistic 
bull fight, but will not clash with 
the new Ziegfeld show, ‘Hot Cha,’ 
which has Bert Lahr as a bull 
fighter. Cantor told Ziegfeld two 
years ago of his toreador idea for 
a musical comedy. 
It is estimated that the Cantor 
stage end may go in the red for 
$20,000 in its six weeks of playing, 
but this is considered cheap insur- 
ance to protect the costly screen re- 
production. 
Between the stage and film work 
Cantor expects to remain out here 
until next September. 





McLaglen-Fox Settle 


Hollywood, Feb. 29. 

Victor McLaglen has made a cash 
settlement of his Fox contract, 
which runs until next June. Settle- 
ment followed the actor’s strong 
protest against the inconsequential 
parts given him in recent produc- 
tions and the small opportunities 
offered him. 

McLaglen will freelance for the 
present, though he claims to have a 
contract with an English company, 
maturing in June, at $5,000 a week. 





Barrymore’s Injury 


Hollywood, Feb. 29. 
John Barrymore, who sustained 





gering total of studio overhead 
than experienced directors, but 
this fact is not taken into ac- 
count when studio overhead 
charges are distributed. Mr. Lu- 
bitsch feels these two problems 


must be solved before the perceni- 
age arrangement is thoroughly ac- 
ceptable. Justifiably he takes ref- 
uge in his artistry when asked for 
the practical solution. 

Inspirational Direction 

While a director is called an ar- 
tistic fellow in the picture industry, 
in order to hush him up about its 
business problems, the exigencies 
of the trade prohibits his working 
like an artist. Ideally, a director 
should make a picture only when 
he has an idea, just as an artist cre- 
ates only when he has something to 
say, but the necessity of turning out 
a stated number of pictures a year 
prevents such a Utopian freedom. 
Let the director then strive to make 
whatever he’s assigned interesting. 
If what he has to work with is not 
exactly inspiring to him, let him 
try at least to say it well, to give 
it style, to make it individual. Treat- 
ment can disguise many a thread- 
bare idea. 

Lubitsch abhors the current over- 
doing of the moving camera. 11 his 
opinion, the tremendous amount of 

(Continued on page 17) 





injuries to his hip in an auto acci- 
dent last Wednesday (24), will not 
be able to go into ‘State’s Attorney’ 
as planned. Production is being 
delayed about a week. 





STILL SCARED OF ‘LIZZIE’ 
Hollywood, Feb. 29. 
‘Lysistrata’ satire by the Dominoes 
Club of screen actresses, scheduled 


older members of the club through 
fear of police interference as with 
the original ‘Lysistrata.’ 
will do satire later, 

Local legit cast was 
onerated. 


later ex- 


BY-AND-WITH GIRL LEGIT 
Carmen Parnes, juvenile prodigy 
that Paramount dug up for both 


York with legititis. 

Girl is being taught the rudiments 
of stage acting by Louis Cline, legit 
stager. 


WHITBECK RETURNS 
Hollywood, Feb. 29. 
Frank Whitbeck, following 
weeks of rest at Palm Springs, re- 
turned today (Monday) to his pub- 








DON'T COUNT WHAT YOU | 
HAVE LOST, BUT WHAT | 
YOU HAVE LEFT. 





MR. AND MKS. JACK NORWORTH 
130 West 44th Street 


Mayo Radio Caster 
Hollywood, Feb. 29. 





ing director. 


| stotant to Lynn Shores, Radio cast- 
Mayo was in Pathe'’s casting de- 





New York 








|} when the studios merged. 


for March 6 was called off by the 


Masquers 


writing and acting, is now in New 


two 


licity post at the Universal studios. 
Robert Mayo has been made as- 


|partment, but was out for a while 





Lod 


WILL MAHONEY 


In Earl Carroll’s “Vanities” 

The Pittsburgh “Press” said: 
“Here is a statement which even 
when it cools will still be true: 
Will Mahoney is the funniest man 
in the world. The funniest. The 


screamiest.” 
Direction 
RALPH G. FARNUM 


1560 Broadway 





Cal. Sees Plenty 
Water for First 
Time in 75 Yrs. 


Los Angeles, Feb. 29. 

For the first time in 75 years 
California’s ranges are completely 
snow-capped despite a glaring des- 
ert sun. Indians say the snow in 
the hills means plenty of water for 
1932. 

Since gold mining declined as 
California’s biggest ballyhoo, ex- 
cepting the sunshine, water appears 
to be the state’s most precious and 
costly possession. And the Indians 
who live in the mountains intend 
to go on the water wagon of rain 
riches. 

Freshets are forming in the val- 
leys and along the low lands as 
the sun, which is now on the job 
once more, slowly reduces the snow- 
clad peaks. These rivulets may stop 
traffic along the main highways for 
a while, unless autos will chance 
getting a carfull of water. The wa- 
ter was nearly up to the hubs of 
the wheels in some places last week. 

Snow drifts and snow-ins are 
forcing several of the resorts in the 
hills to be dug out from under the 
white blanket. 

Native sons agree that this win- 
ter, inland and along the Pacific, 
has been the freakiest the old timers 
recall from memory or legend. The 
Indians agree, too. 











Kearney’s Foldup 


Hollywood, Feb. 29. 

Patrick Kearney, playwright now 
writing at Universal, filed bank- 
ruptcy papers Thursday (24). He 
owes $19,581, and his assets are 
$2,000 in books and prints, $150 
worth of clothes, a like amdunt in 
a Ford roadster, and a $30 type- 
writer. 

Largest debt was $5,689 for medi- 
cal services. He owes Otto H. Kahn 
$2,500 for a loan in 1926, and Sam 
Manheim $900 for a loan in 1928. 
Other loans total $1,050, mostly in 
New York last year. His $1,846 debt 


to Century Play Company is se- 
cured by his rights in ‘Three 
Wishes,’ ‘Old Man Murphy’ and 


‘Dear Dead Woman.’ 


RADIO OPTIONS RATOFF 
Hollywood, Feb. 29. 
Because of the good work done by 
Gregory Ratoff in ‘Symphony of Six 
Millions,’ Radio will option him as 
an actor. Ratoff is in Buffalo cur- 
rently, in connection with the con- 
densed ‘Girl Crazy,’ which he con- 
trols, but will return shortly to join 
the regular Radio forces. 
‘Symphony’ was his first picture. 


MAUREEN’S 6 MOS. 

Maureen O'Sullivan, wanted by 
Metro for ‘Downstairs,’ in which 
she'll play opposite John Gilbert, 
will remain with the company for 
six months at least. 

She moves over to Metro soon 
after finishing present film work at 
Universal. 











Dental Problem 


Hollywood, Feb. 29. 
Jack Warner left here on @ 
Friday because he had lost a 


tooth on Wednesday; other- 
wise he would have gone 
Thursday. 


On Wednesday, while lunch- 
ing with Will Hays and Darryl 
Zanuck, Warner suggested to 
Zanuck, his studio gen. mer., 
that Zanuck, before taking his 
European vacation in April, be 
certain to see Warner’s dentist. 

Shortly after a Warner pivot 
tooth dropped out. 

That didn’t break up the 
lunch, but it still has Zanuck 
perplexed. 


RED ROLES OKAYED 
BY RUSSIAN WHITES 


Feb. 29. 
gesture of White 
Russians toward working as screen 
revolutionists is gone and the once 
aristocratic gents and ladies will 
enact the reddest of Reds for a 
studio check. Old hatred of the 
Russian upper class living here 
toward the crowd who upset them 
is dimming, it was indicated in se- 
curing a cast for a picture. 


There are estimated to be over 
1,000 White Russians living here, 
and majority of them will now ac- 
cept a revolutionary costume for 
the pay. Two years, or even one 
year ago, they would play only aris- 
tocrats., 

Film in view is the first in some 
time with a Russian locale, hence 
the exiles haven’t been working 
much, nor eating regularly. Dim- 
ming memories, Americanization 
and empty stomachs caused them 
to renege in their attitude and for- 
get the Tsar. 














Hollywood, 


Nose tilting 


Lila Lee Attaches Col 


Hollywood, Feb. 29. 
Ralph H. Blum today (Monday), 
attached $4,000 in Columbia’s bank 
account on behalf of Lila Lee, who 
claims breach of contract. 

Miss Lee states that she was en- 
gaged last December for a part in 
Eddie Buzzel’s picture. Harry Cohn, 
she alleges, picked Barbara Stan- 
wyck for the job, repudiating Miss 
Lee’s verbal contract at $1,000 
weekly. 





Dillon for Fox 


John Francis Dillon, who received 
a previous’ directorial comeback 
chance from Richard A. Rowland 
when at First National and has 
been working steadily since, is 
about to sign at Fox as director. 





Lesser Still Confined 


Sol Lesser’s cold has turned into 
bronchitis. He is still laid up in his 
New York hotel. 

Must stay on a fortnight at least 
beyond his convalescent date to 
finish the business which brought 
him east. 





SAILINGS 


March 15 (Paris to New York), 
Lou Wolfson, Harry Natano, Stone 
and Vernon (lle de France). 


March 9 (Paris to New York), 
Rosie Dolly, Irving Netcher 
(Olympic). 

March 4 (New York to Paris), 


Moss Hart, Ambrose S. Dowling, 
Dr. Hirschland, Arthur Loew (lle 
de France), 

March 4 (New York to London), 
Harry Green, Baron Mandelstam 
(Berengaria). 

March 3 (Honolulu to Los An- 
geles), ‘Pird of Paradise’ company 
(Malola). 

Feb. 26 (New York to Paris) 
Serge Rachmaninoff, Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Kane, Mrs. Rowland Lee 
(Europa). 

Feb. 26 (New York to London) 
Mr. and Mrs. Lynn Farnol (Maure- 
tania). 

Feb. 24 (London to New York), 





Maurice Ostrer (Berengaria). 


—_— 
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19 of 110 Contract Directors 
Are Legit-Trained; Many Failures 


+ 





Hollywood, Feb. 29. 

At the major studios there are 116 
directors under contract. Of this 
number only 19 have come from the 
stage since talkers arrived. It ig 
estimated that over 100 stage direc. 
tors have had a fling at directing 
talkers. 

Of the 19 who ABC’d in legit, the 
four studio veterans are John Crome 
well, Rouben Mamoulian and George 
Abbott of Paramount, who have 
been with that company since 1929, 
and Edgar Selwyn of Metro, who 
started early in the same year. Re. 
maining 15 have come to pictures 
during the past two years. 

Robert Milton is another ’29er, 
but at present does not hold a ticket 
at any major studio, being under a 
one-picture contract to Radio. 

Combining Both 

Other stage directors who are at 
present contracted are George 
Cukor, George Somnes, Marion 
Gering, Berthold Viertel and Stuart 
Walker at Paramount. 

Russell Mack, Edwin Knopf and 

James Whale are at Universal. 
Hamilton MacFadden, Kenneth Mce 
Kenna and Marcel Varnel at Fox, 
and Ralph Murphy and Paul Stein 
at Radio. 
According to the stage directors 
who have made the grade in talkers, 
failure to realize they had to learn 
anew business has been the downe- 
fall of their brothers from the legit. 
Success of the old silent directors, 
according to the stage imports, is 
that pictures remain a so-called art 
which is 90% motion. Intelligent 
actors who can handle the dialog 
they get, such as it is, coupled with 
the motion that the old silent di- 
rectors understand, have won their 
battle for them. 





Film Producer Saves 1 


Of 5 Chinese Talkers 


Hollywood, Feb. 29. 

Arriving here Friday (26), from 
Shanghai, Leon Britton, head of 
Unique Films in that city, left the 
same night by plane for New York, 
taking with him 11,000 feet of Sino- 
Jap warfare film he took around 
Shanghai, 

Britton’s studio is in the French 
concession and he does not hold 
much hope of salvaging a great 
deal out of the $300,000 he has tied 
up in five Chinese talkers he made 
during the past year there. 

Britton’s negative includes every- 
thing that happened at Shanghai 
up until three weeks ago, when he 
left for this country on the Eme 
press of China. He will headquare- 
ter in New York where he will cut 
the 11,000 feet into a feature. No 
distribution deal set yet. 


Par’s New Story Board 
Ousts Montagne, Heath 


Hollywood, Feb. 29. 

Partially bereft of authority by 
the new story board, and asked to 
take a cut, Edward J. Montagne, 
Paramount story head, is leaving 
company April 9. 

Percy Heath, head of the experi- 
mentary story board, is also quit- 
ting that position shortly to resume 
story treatment duties with the 
same company. 








Kennedy South 


Joseph P. Kennedy returned south 
late last week from New York. 

It may be that on the way he 
stopped off to fling the challenge of 
his ninth child at the feet of E. V. 
Richards, who boasts as many, and 
both of whom are evidently playing 
Fathers’ Day on percentage. 


Wm. DeMille Stays Par 
Hollywood, Feb. 29. 

William C. DeMille stays on at 
Paramount at least until June 30, 
when his contract is up. 

After directing ‘Sinners in the 
Sun’ for two weeks, DeMille went 
off the assignment and David Bur- 
ton took his place. DeMille now 
looking around for a substitute. 


2D GENERATION TESTING 


Hollywood, Feb. 29. 
Wallace Reid, Jr., is being tested 
for a part in Universal's ‘Brown of 
Culver.’ 
U is also after Noah Beery, 
for a part in the same picture. 
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BACKERS NEED 
EISENSTEIN 
OR NO FILM 


—_————— 


Holly wood, Feb. 29. 


While Sergei Eisenstein and his 
two assistants have been biting 
their fingernails for 10 days in 
Laredo, Texas, after immigration 


authorities refused to let them into 
the United States, Upton Sinclair 
and a group of six wealthy Pasadena 
people, Eisenstein’s financial back- 
ers, are using Washington influence 
to get his passports okayed. 

Local Soviet colony is in a state 
of excitement, as are also the many 
people interested in the Soviet di- 
rector’s work. Majority of the back- 
ers have avoided publicity and are 
keeping quiet, but the other sup- 
porters are crying that several pro- 
American organizations are behind 
the immigration department's 
ring of Hisenstein. 

No Continuity 

Eisenstein was on his way back 
to Hollywood after more than a 
year in Mexico filming a picture. 
The negative, around 200,000 feet so 
far, is awaiting him at the Consoli- 
dated Laboratory here. There is no 
script, and no numbers of slates on 
the negative to indicate where 
scenes belong. Only the director 
himself will be able to cut the pic- 
ture, 

Sinclair and the Soviet megger’s 
supporters wrote to six liberal sen- 
ators asking their aid in getting 
Eisenstein into the United States. 
Passport papers have been sént 
from Laredo to Washington for 
perusal by immigration heads, and 
it is believed Eisenstein will be al- 
lowed to enter the United States 
this week. 


par- 


$75,000 Shot 


About $75,000 is tied up in the 
picture to date. Eisenstein was re- 
called by his backers to start cut- 
ting on the negative he had. The 
director figured this as only one se- 
quence of his picture of Mexican 
life, and had in mind to film at least 
double the amount already made to 
complete the story. 

Besides the novelist, Mrs. K. C. 
Gartz, wealthy Pasadena woman, is 
mentioned as one of the picture’s 
financiers. 


VALENTINO’S MILLION 
SHRINKS TO $130,000 


Hollywood, Feb. 29. 

Aibert and Maria Guglieni, brother 
and sister of late Rudolph Valentino, 
have petitioned the court for a par- 
tial distribution of his estate, which 
is still in litigation. 

Estate, which was once rated in 
excess of $1,000,000, has shrunk to 
$130,000 and may be wiped out by 
income tax claims. 








Laemmle Sidestepping 
Germany Under Hitler 


Hollywood, Feb. 29. 

Annual trip of Carl Laemmle, 
Sr., to Germany will probably be 
called off this year due to the ac- 
tivities of Adolph Hitler, German 
political agitator’s anti-semitic con- 
Victions. 

Laemmle, on his last visit to his 
native land, made it clear that he 
was not in sympathy with Hitler. 


$190,000 Less 


Hollywood, eb. 29. 
W. R. Hearst has sold his yacht, 





requiring a crew of 14 men, for 
$10,000. 
Hearst bought the boat, second 


hand, some years ago for $200,000. 





Nick Schenck’s 2d 


Nick Schenck, president of 
Loew S, anticipates being a father 
for the second time pretty soon. 


The Sche - ‘ 13) 
1@ Schencks have one child, a 
daug iter, now about three years 
old, : 


WITH EAR TO CAMERA 
Bob Benk hiey is marking time in 
Tony Ss, he sez, until hearing from 
Ms Llollywood agent. Writer 
&% couple of Coast bids and is 
'® scram westward any 
Penchley was last with 


has 
due 
hour. 


U. A. 





MAMOULIAN’S MUSICAL 


With Chevalier-MacDonald — Ac- 
tress May Return to Fox 


Jeanette MacDonald made a sud- 
den departure from New York for 
the Coast last Thursday (25), where 
she will start on her next picture 
with Chevalier. 

Mamoulian will 
comedy with music. 


direct. It is a 


Film is Miss MacDonald’s final 
under her present Paramount con- 
tract, after which she may pos- 
sibly go to Fox again to do ‘Bitter 
Sweet,’ the Noel Coward operetta. 
Fox is also reported to have 


broached the subject of the former 
stage star doing ‘The Cat and the 
Fiddle’ as her second of a three pic- 
ture agreement. However, there is 
no official record of this company 


having purchased this Max Gor- 
don extravaganza. 
Miss MacDonald is due in Paris 


in the fall for a stage revival of 
‘The Merry Widow’ in French. 


SPIES, SOCIAL 
OR OTHERWISE 


Perhaps no other sector is so 
elaborately spy-systemed as Holly- 
wood under the present scheme of 
things. Broadway columnists are 
each deputizing at least and up to 
six confidential coast 
slip them the latest dirt. 

But the columnists 
encouraging the 
pigeons, Almost 
portance in New York who wants 
the lowdown on things in the film 
capital, it develops, has confidential 
informants tipping off. 





contacts to 


alone 


stool- 


aren't 
social 


anybody of im- 


the dirt, 
the newshoufds 
discovering that many of their 
Broadway contacts have things 
pretty much under control for other 
purposes. Result is that the Holly- 
wood tipsters are now keeping their 


Columnists 
births, etc., 


only want 


with 


ears to the ground for marital or 
other split-ups, jams, new family 
arrivais, ete., besides the tip-off 


stuff on economic and other condi- 
tions, 


DeMille-Par? 


Hollywood, Feb. 29. 

Cecil De Mille left Saturday (27), 
for New York. It is reported he was 
suddenly called east for conference 
with Paramount heads. 

Story says De Mille has arranged 
to produce one or more pictures for 
Paramount, 


Cecil DeMille, due in from the 
coast this week, will enter legit pro- 
duction on Broadway, having the 
scripts of two plays. The presenta- 
tions will be made in collabora- 
tion with Arch Selwyn. 

Last previous participation here 
was during the run of ‘The Squaw 
Man,’ DeMille representing the fam- 
ily interest in the production. 





U Options Mix; Buying 
Up His Old Fox Stories 


Hollywood, Feb. 29. 

After viewing the first rushes of 
‘Destry Rides Again,’ Tom Mix’s 
first for Universal, the studio exer- 
cised its option and signed him for 
six westerns for next year, follow- 
ing the six already planned for cur- 
rent year's production. 

Mix’s contract gives him the right 
to approve his stories and the stu- 
dio is in a spot to find material, the 


actor turning down about every- 
thing the studio writers have of- 
fered. Studio is partially solving 
the problem by buying from Fox 


the rights to some of the stories Mix 


made on that lot six years ago. 
First purchase is ‘Outlaws of Red 
River,’ by Gerald Beaumont, which 


is costing U $4,000. 


Moe Silver Jumps Off 


Mr. and Mrs. Moe Silver are now 
honeyvmooning in southern waters. | 
The Warner executive, in charge of 
WB theatres west of Philadelphia 
and formerly on the West Coast 
was married to Lily Shadur ot Los 
Angeles on Sunday (28) at the 
Park Central hotel, New Yo 

Among those present at the cere- 
mony were Jack Warner, Mr. and 
Mrs. Leon Schlesinger, Mr. and Mrs. | 
Moe Mar ind Harry Charnas. 





Demoted by Rumor 





Hollywood, Feb. 29. 
Reports that Watterson 
Rothacker was to head several 
major film companies had been 
modified by the time he readied 
Hollywood to mere mention of 
him as an associate executive. 


Rothacker commented: ‘I'm 
not even with any company, 
and already I've been de- 


moted.’ 











CLERICS LIKE FILM 
WEDDING PUBLICITY 


Hollywood, Feb. 29. 

Local ministers are offering their 
services gratis for marriages of pic- 
ture celebs. Back of the offers to 
tie knots for a piece of wedding 
cake is the urge for publicity, for 
film weddings always assure the of- 
ficiating parson a blurb and per- 
haps a picture in the news columns. 

Publicity-job-seeking clergymen 
watch the society and picture col- 





umns for engagement announce- 
ments and then go after the mar- 
riage business by telephoning the 


prospective bride or groom, offering 
to tie the knot for carfare. 


Not unusual for a picture bride- 
to-be to get three and four such 
phone calls a day, the week before 


she into double harness, 


Will Rogers Off Polo 
While in Production 


Hollywood, Feb. 29. 

Will Kogers is the first to feel the 
effects of the producer slant on 
volo. 

He has verbally agreed with his 
bosses that he will omit polo while 
in production on any of his pic- 
tures, 

Fox execs got heated about dan- 
ger to production costs and sched- 
ule from horses when Joan Bennett 
fell and held up a production for 
months, Immediately afterwards 
Rogers came limping on the set as 
the result of a polo game and hob- 
bled through the rest of the pic- 
ture, It was then that he was 
asked to give his promise to stay 
out of the game hereafter while his 
films are in the making. 

Holding up a Will Rogers’ film, 
about the most costly of any made 
on the Fox lot, is more than a 
worry. Latest to take a spill and 
injuries was Reginald Denny, but 
fortunately for Metro he was not 
then in the midst of production. 
Jimmy Gleason also limped for a 
week after getting a mallet smash. 
Others have been less seriously 
hurt. 


goes 








Ben Turpin Back 


Hollywood, Feb. 29. 

J. H. Nixon is organizing a pro- 
duction company to make a series of 
comedy shorts with Ben Turpin and 
six features with Wallace McDonald 
features. 

30th players have been inactive in 
pictures for some time. Turpin has 
spent the last four years in vaude 
while McDonald has been a sales 
exec for Multicolor, 








Contracts 


Hollywood, Feb. 29. 

Options picked up at Paramount 
put E. Lloyd Sheldon in his 11th 
year on the lot as associate pro- 
ducer and give Miriam Hopkins an- 
other six months on the contract 
list. 

Universal has given Noah Beery, 
Jr., a ticket for a serial to be done 
within six months, with seven years 
of coupons attached. If the chapter 
work-out gets him the nod he'll be 
used for westerns. 





SCHULBERG SETS SPRAGUE 


Hoilywood, Feb. 29. 

Chandler Sprague, former Fox 
scenario editor, who later turned his 

direction, is back on the 
end again. 

He has been engaged by 
mount as a member of the editorial 
board on’B. P. Schulberg’s produc- 
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SCREEN NOVICE’S FIRST 
| Stuart, screen 
whom Universal signed after litiga- 

i Paramount, which 
| tested her, goes to First Nationa! 
on loan for her first picture, ‘Stree 
| of Women.’ 





Gioria novitiate, 


tion with also 


Hollywood Calms 





JOLSON AS HOBO 


Will Be Next Part—Asking Audi- 
ence On Screen Return 


Ben Hecht is writing the Al Jol- 
son original for U.A. Jolson will 
do a hobo role. 

Comedian has been nightly ask- 
ing his ‘Wonder Bar’ audiences 
whether or not they'd like to see 
him again in a picture and the 


evident enthusiasm is hastening 
production plans for the Jolson- 
Joe Schenck production for U.A. 
Film firm virtually paid off Jolson 
$500,000 in $30,000 weekly pay checks 
almost two years ago when ‘Sons 
o’ Guns’ was on the tapis as Jol- 
son’s next. 


AGENT TALKING 
BIG AIR COIN 
ON COAST 








Los Angeles, Feb. 29. 
Systematic steaming up of local 
old and new names for personal or 
radio has been con- 
ducted of late by Arthur S. 


of the Lyons and Lyons Agency of 


appearances 
Lyons, 


New York. Lyons was oui here with 


the promotional Sydney Cohen. 
Cohen is not the eastern exhibitor 
of the same name. 

Lyons seems to have capitalized 
a vague radio offer involving $175,- 
000, as he said, for Mary Pickford. 
As customary with an unknown 
proposal from an unknown, Miss 
Pickford referred the airy air offer 
from Lyons to her’ counsellor, 
Dennis F. O’Brien in New York. 
Nothing further was heard from 
the Pickford radio matter in the 
east, but on this end Lyons per- 
mitted it to be known he was deal- 
ing with a big radio proposition for 
Miss Pickford. 

Biz Boosts 


In making his approaches to 
names for stage or ether jobs, 
Lyons disregarded local agent con- 
nections and added hundreds or 
thousands to the regular salaries. 
The increased salary offers brought 
Lyons some attention although he 
is said to have submitted coast 
names through the Lyons and 
Lyons New York agency without 
complete authorization. 

To date the only substantial 
bookings Lyons is known to have 
made out here’ include’ Betty 
Compson with a Fanchon & 
Marco stage unit. He started by 
offering Miss Compson at $2,500 a 
week for eastern personal appear- 
ances and wound up by placing her 
with the F. & M. show at $1,000 
weekly. Others are Dot Mackaill 
and Edmund Lowe for personals. 

The Locat Agents’ Association 
has given the steaming up tactics 
of the New Yorker no attention as 
far as known, nor have its agents 
warned their talent of their names 
being harmfully peddled around 
and about in stage and radio book- 
ing offices. 





Roadhouse Helping Draw 
On Palm Springs W’kends 


Hollywood, Feb. 29. 

Unusually heavy weekend crowds 
at Paim Springs at present are 
evidently being attracted there by 
a new and popular roadhouse called 
The Dunes, 
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GARNETT A. W. L. 
Like a pardon from the governor 
ime Darryl Zanuck’s okay for Tay 
Garnett to stick around New York 
for another week. Resulted in the 
shopping for a new ward- 
his trunks had gone to the 


director 

robe 

Coast. 
Gai S. Atlantic’ im- 


nett starts ‘S. 





mediately upon his arrival in Holly- 
wood Final tot 
are being made 


the script 


ict #s on i 
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Down After Worst 


Upheaval Storm in Studio History 


+ —_—- —-- 


Hollywood, Feb. 29. 
The period of studio upheavais 
which kept Hollywood on edge since 


early in November, are through and 
the hangover is on, Except for a 
minor upsettiny here and there, the 
panic of wholesale firings, salary 
cuts, changes in operating heads 
and general resulting low morale 
is believed over. Picture people 
are beginning to look around and 
see who’s who and where. 

The worst stormy era in Holly- 


wood history ended about the time 
of Edward R. Tinker’s departure 
for New York. Shortly before that 
Hiram S. Brown and a group of 
bankers and executives went east, 
calming things at Radio. This stu- 
dio and Fox were the centers of 
storm, Also Pathe, whose personnel 
and name are practically elimi- 
nated. 
Can’t Be Topped 

Although Fox and Radio are still 
rumor-ridden, the excitement isn’t 
nearly as great and the feeling is 


that all the big changes have al- 
ready been made. There will still 
be alterations, and important ones 


on these two lots, but nothing to 
compare with what has been going 
on. At least, Hollywood feels that 
nothing can equal the past few 
months, 

Finger has been pointing at Para- 


mount for some time as a likely 
spot for a storm, but despite all 
the rumors Par has had few 


changes in personnel. 
Metro is now rumorless as far as 


big shakeups are concerned. War- 
ners is fairly steady, as is Uni- 
versal, which has been the least 


affected by 
Columbia is 


Hollywood's upheaval, 
also set to operate 
smoothly, after its executive 
changeover. United Artists is not 
exciting anybody. This leaves 


only the indies to provide film 
earthquakes, 
Picture-wise have lulled them- 


selves into the belief most of the 
inner studio changes are over. They 
may be wrong, but they’re right in 
thinking it will take quite an up- 
set to equal in excitement what has 
been going on inside the lots during 
the last few months. 





Metro Options 2 


Iptions on Joan Crawford's con- 
tract with Metro, also Robert 
Young, have been exercised for an- 
other year each. 

Renewal for Miss Crawford starts 
with ‘Betty Lynton,’ in which she 
will co-star with Robert- Mont- 
gomery, ready to go in. Young's 
becomes effective March 23, 





JAMES PAYS OFF 
Hollywood, Feb. 29. 

Jimmy Durante’s wife, Jean, is 
in the east to pay off the mortgage 
on the old homestead in Flushing, 
oe * 

Meanwhile, James has gone wild 
west by trying to get a lariat around 
his nose. 
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Brit. Int. and Gaumont Brit. Execs 
In N. Y. to Invade WU. S. Prod. and Dist. 


> 


Another big attempt by British 
filmdom to break into the American 
market is being quietly outlined. 
Both of the big English picture 
companies, British International 


and Gaumont Pritish, are laying 
out programs for the near future 


that include America. And in a 
bigger way than ever previously 
tried. 


BIP’s program officially calls for 
film production in Hollywood. Gau- 
mont’s idea is a complete financial 
linking up with Tiffany, an Ameri- 
can company, for retroactive dis- 
tribution. 

Plans of British International 
were admitted yesterday (Monday) 
by Arthur Dent, managing director 
of the company, who is visiting 
New York, although there’s nothing 
definite as yet, he added. 

For quite some time, Dent says, 
his company been producing 
pictures in England with a spe ific 
eye on the American market. An 
attempt to crash the distribution 
field here about a year ago in a big 
way, he admits, cost his company 
considerable cash, but was worth 
while in experience and prestige. 

Propitious, Says Dent 

‘Now we feel,’ he says, ‘that we 
have cleaved a way and ought to 
take advantage of it. If we can 
make some pictures in the United 
States to add to our London prod- 
uct, which also will be manufac- 
tured with an eye constantly on 
the American distribution needs we 
will possibly have a better assort- 
ment of films for both countries. 
American casts in some of our films 
will help us sell even in England. 

‘The great difficulty in our path at 
this moment is that the pound has 
fallen, meaning that we must spend 
the equivalent of $1.30 for every 
dollar. But it may be worth while. 

Monty Banks, Dent says, is now 
in Hollywood looking over the pos- 
sibilities. and talking to studios for 
space rates. When the deal is ready 
Banks will probably take charge of 
production. 

Meantime Dent is reorganizing 
the distribution offices of his com- 
pany in New York, with Sidney 
Garrett, in charge the past year, out. 
No one named to replace him yet. 
Dent states for the time being his 
company will be satisfied to proceed 
distributing in the quiet way of the 
past few months, selling whatever 
picture is good enough to a na- 
tional distributor and handling the 
rest independently. 

Ostrer 

Gaumont-British plans are less 
definite. Maurice Ostrer, G-B chief, 
is due in New York tomorrow (2) to 
join two G-B execs already here. 
These are Jeffery Bernerd and Wil- 
liam Gell. Both are unwilling to 
speak before Ostrer’s arrival. 

They're all here to see about plac- 
ing films here and arranging for 
U. S. product for the other side, 
for one thing, but their presence 
here is principally (1) they would 
like to buy the big piece of Gau- 
mont owned by Fox, and which Fox 
is understood willing to sell; and 
(2) what is considered in foreign 
film channels as more important is 
that they would like to make a deal 
with Tiffany for mutual production 
and distribution on both sides of the 
ocean. 

Basic details of this combination 
are insided to be set, with final 
wrinkles to be ironed out within the 
coming two weeks. 


ee ee 


Col. Charges Lewyn-M. P. 
Fund Shorts’ Deal Unfair 


Hollywood, Feb. 29. 
Picture Relief Fund is 
holding special meeting tonight 
(29) to consider Harry Cohn's pro- 
test that the Fund’s deal with Louis 
Lewyn for ‘Hollywood on Parade’ 
shorts is unfair discrimination 


has 


Motion 


against Columbia's screen snap- 
shots series. 
Cohn says Lewyn will be per- 


mitted to phctograph stars who are 
made inaccessible to his own shorts. 
Lewyn is turning over 90% of the 
gross to the fund in a deal for Par- 
amount release which calls for a 
guarantee by Publix, Loew's and 
Warner Bros... to book the shorts 
100% solid on their circuits. 


Hays East in a Week 


Hollywood, Feb. 29. 
Will Hays may return east with- 
in a week. With Mrs. Hays and 
Maurice Mackenzie, his executive 
aide, the picture czar has spent two 
weeks on his usual periodical visit. 








Cheerio! 


The greeting now in most all 





buildings: 


film company h. o. 
‘Hello, you still here?’ 


FOX RULE T0 
BUILD TALENT 


29. 











Hollywood, Feb. 

Fox will attempt to build up its 
player contract list with young 
blood recruited here. 

Few of the young players brought 
from the eastern failed to 
show possibilities but many of the 
neophytes were dropped from the 
payroll, 

On the eve of his departure from 
here, E. R. Tinker left orders for 
new blood for the contract list, 
which was followed by a studio call 
for all agents to trot out their young 
talent for tests. 

This is in line with ‘Tinker’s 
viewpoint, expressed at the massed 
press interview last week, that in 
his estimation it was cheaper and 
more desirable for a studio to build 
its own names than buy them 
ready-made from other studios and 
the stage. 


stage 





Senator Slurs 
tudio Hosts 
After Parties 


Hollywood, Feb. 29. 

A peeve has been conceived lo- 
eally against Hon. Frederick H. 
Gillette, until recently United 
States Senator from Massachusetts. 
While being feted and rushed so- 
cially by the film colony, the sen- 
ator was writiny unkind things 
about Hollywood in his home town 
paper, the Springfield ‘Republican.’ 
Happening almost at the minute 
another senator, Smith W. Brook- 
hart, was steaming up the public 
against the industry the Gillette ar- 
ticle was salt in open wounds. 
Warners was his particular host on 
the day Bollywood found out about 
that back east steam-up. 
As a result of Gillette’s unex- 
pected reaction to their hospitality 
film execs have realized that put- 
ting on the dog is bad policy where 
senators are concerned. Only idea 
Gillette got was that such a pros- 
perous, as he thought, business 
should be handsomely taxed.’ 

He saw only extravagance and 
waste and thought that economy 
would be ‘a wholesome novelty.’ 


Dantchenka Gets Chance 
On Second Importation 


Hollywood, Feb. 29. 
Wladmir Neinrovich-Dantchenka, 
76-year-old founder of the Moscow 
Art Theatre, will be reimported by 
UA to direct ‘Brothers Karanzoff’ 
with Ronald Colman. 
director was brought 
before by United Artists, and after 
idle on that lot was signed over 
to Metro. There he was one of the 
army working on ‘World's Illusion,’ 
Jacob Wasserman dust-collector. 


Radio’s Prexy Title 





Russ over 





While Ned Kk. Depinet, v. p. over 
distribution for RKO-Radio, will 
assume most of the duties of the 


following resignation of 
not take the 
anyone will 
unde- 


presidency 
Joe Schnitzer, he will 
prexy title. Whether 
actually assume the post is 
cided at this time. 

Setup will be Depinet. v. p. in 
charge of distribution; Jules Levy, 





JUNE CARR 


Assisted by Dan Harden 


Bob Grannis said: ‘A little blonde, 
with agile legs, steps right out and 
stops the show, nearly steals it al- 
together. Her looks, method and 
dancing should send her into the 
musical field in short time.’ 

Week Feb, 27, Loew’s State, New 
York. 

Dir.: Jerry Cargill. 


WELD P-P DEPTS. 
McCarthy Off Publicity—Greenberg, 
Harry Goetz and Barry Out 








Charlie McCarthy, publicity di- 
rector for Paramount who recently 
left for the Coast, is no longer con- 
nected with that department. His 
new assignment has to do with the 
scenario end of production, Par- 
amount-Publix having consolidated 
its publicity forces into one de- 
partment under Arthur Mayer. 

Other branches of this company 
recently condensed include the the- 
atre music end, operating under 
Boris Morros; construction, main- 
tenance, and real estate, headed by 
». R. Hammer with Morris Green- 
berg departing; traffic departments 
have all been combined unde Leo 
Flynn while personnel is now in 
charge of C. L. Stoddart since Jack 
Barry’s departure. 

Harry Goetz, assistant to Ralph 
Kohn, member of the P-P board, 
is another withdrawal from the or- 
ganization, Goetz has been check- 
ing details of production for Kohn. 


ROGERS-SCHNITZER 
SET FOR INDIE PROD. 


Charles R. Rogers left Friday 
(26) for Hollywood after confer- 
ences in New York on independent 
production setup and distribution 
outlet, with latter sought among 
several large majors. Negotiations 
before leaving for west were begun 
with United Artists and RKO-Ra- 
dio, with latter regarded as most 
logical. 

In his independent producing ven- 
ture Rogers will have as his asso- 
ciate Joseph I. Schnitzer, resigned 
RKO-Radio president, from reports. 
Though Rogers denied this, he has 
been in conference with Schnitzer 
frequently and latter has indicated 
he will enter indie production. Both 
have been living at the same hotel, 
the Alden, in New York, while 
Rogers was here, and it is believed 
Schnitzer will follow to the coast 
within a week or two. 

Prior to leaving Rogers began 
work on the first picture of eight 
he proposes to make, ‘Madison 
Square Garden,’ with shooting at 
the New York Garden and balance 
of talker to be completed in Holly- 
wood. Western headquarters prob- 
ably at the Universal studio, where 
Rogers formerly produced  inde- 
pendently for Radio release. 


EXECS’ VOYAGE PLANS 
HINT WB SHUTDOWN 


Burbank, Feb. 29. 
Warner studio shut-down for 
April and May is indicated by plans 
of Mr. and Mrs. Darryl Zanuck to 
leave for Europe April 15, and pos- 
sibility that Jack Warner may send 
for Mrs. Warner and also voyage. 











Meantime the lot’s schedule is 
busy. Studio had five features 
working last week and expects 


starters to bring the units to nine 





general sales manager; Jerry Saf- 
fion, eastern division manager, and | 
Cresson L. Smith, western div. mgr. 





this week. Twenty-one more are 
listed for production, which means 
three must be started weekly to 


clean up in April. 


ROWLAND IN CHARGE 


Michel, Griswold East, Until Shee- 
han’s Return 


Hollywood, Feb. 29. 

W. C. Michel and Glen Griswold, 
Fox v.p.’s, head east Thursday (3). 
Michel's departure leaves Dick 
Rowland temporarily in charge of 
the recently created studio govern- 
ing board. Whether or not Row- 
land is filling this position perman- 
ently is not known but it is as- 
sumed that he will remain on the 
coast for some time, at least until 
Winfield Sheehan returns. 

James R. Grainger, sales mana- 
ger, will remain at least two weeks 
longer to clean up the sales end, 
ironing out next year’s product 
plans before returning to whoop up 
the sales conventions. 


RELATIVITY’ TO 
BRING PACT 
ON EXTRAS 





Hollywood, Feb. 29. 

Central Casting Bureau, swamped 
with studio ‘requests’ for specific 
extras, has obtained a general stu- 
dio agreement to hold their pre- 
ferred list calls to 25% of all mob 
orders, 
Too much relativity in mobs has 
been the complaint since studio re- 
trenchment started. Studios started 
preferred iists to help dropped em- 
ployes and their families, but claim 
is made that studio insiders are 
ringing in others. 


Indie Overtures 
For Hays Tieup 
Meet Opposition 


Hollywood, Feb. 29. 

There is a probability that the 
group of independent producers 
who affiliated in the recently-formed 
Independent Producers association 
will join the Producers (Hays) as- 
sociation. 

Since his arrival here for the an- 
nual Producers meeting, Will Hays 
has had several confabs with the 
indies along this line, although 
there is opposition among some of 
the older major execs to aligning 
themselves with the lesser pro- 
ducers. 





Information Need 


Desirability of the Hays organi- 
zation membership for the indies is 
the censorship bogey, with the 
smaller operators figuring they are 
producing in the dark unless they 
are familiar with the censorship 
views of the many state boards, 
which apparently is on tapis here 
only through the extensive work- 
ings of the Hays group. 

Aiming for first-run business and 
not wishing to run into wholesale 
cuts after release, some indies have 
recently been going to the Hays of- 
fice for advice on scripts relative to 
censorship matters. Information 
has been accorded them free, thus 
giving them an equal setup in this 
regard with the major company 
members. 


Eastern Agents Again 
Contemplate Coast Trek 


Coast defending agents are in for 
some competition from the Broad- 
way 10%ers who are ogling the 
heavy sugar being cut up in the 
studio sector. 

Recurring reports of general 
studio executive dissatisfaction 
with the agents in Hollywood is an- 
other opening wedge for the in- 
vaders, who feel they will bring a 
sense of showmanship and legiti- 
macy into the business. 





Boleslavsky’s Book 
Hollywood, Feb. 29. 
Richard Boleslavsky, former 
Pathe directcr, is eastbound in con- 
nection with a nove} he has written, 
‘Way of a Lancer.’ 





Bobbs-Merill publishing and Lit- 
erary Guild has picked it as its 


Writers Demand 
Studio Decision 
On Ethics Code 


Hollywood, Feb. 29, 

Series of conferences between 
writers and producers aiming at a 
code of ethics for scribblers having 
gone .into a desultory state, the 
writers have sent a ‘put up or shut 
up’ ultimatum to the 
asking for a yes or no 
days. 

Confabs under the auspices of the 
academy have been on and off for 
more than six months, and in their 
final stages have been meetings be- 
tween a sub sub-committee of two 
writers, Ralph Block and Oliver H, 
P. Garrett, and George Cohen, ate 
torney, representing the producers, 


producers, 
within 10 


No Progress 

Writers’ reduced committee re- 
ported to its parent group that the 
various questions are still in the de- 
bating process, the larger commit- 
tee ordered a showdown. If this is 
not forthcoming, the parleys will be 
closed, it is stated. 

Writers’ demands that all scen- 
ario employees not under contract 
should be given a two weeks’ notice 
or could terminate services at a like 
period, is still unsettled. Producers 
agree that this could work for low 
salary scribblers, but are not pre- 
pared to grant it for higher priced 
writers. 

Producers are lukewarm on the 
clause that-a writer should be al- 
lowed to sit in on every conference 
pertaining to his stories. 
Similar indecision is reported on 
the demand that any writer work- 
ing on a story should be informed 
if another scribbler is put to work 
on the same yarn. 
Clause to eliminate the gambling 
element in studio writing by free- 
ancers is agreed to in part by the 
producers. This has to do with the 
promise that free-lance authors en- 
gaged to write a story at a studio 
shall be paid whether the story is 
accepted or turned down. This cone 
cession will be granted, it is exe 
pected, but with contingencies. 
Two-Writer Credits 
Producers will agree to eliminate 
the designation of ‘continuity by,’ 
‘dialog by’ and ‘adaptation by’ in 
favor of the demands for a limit of 
two-writer credits to a film. These 
would be in the form of ‘screen play 
by.’ 
Officials, however, have not con- 
sented that the writer credits will 
be a part of the main title, but have 
shown indivations for a concession 
by giving them a spot on the sereen 
alone, immediately following the 
main title, 


EXTRA PLACEMENTS 
4,369 IN BIG WEEK 





Hollywood, Feb. 29. 

Mob enjoyed its best week since 
November, with 4,369 placements 
in six days, or an average of 72 
working daily. Rush to clean up 
production before tax-assessing day 
tomrorow (1) was responsible for 
the quantity of mob work. 
Previous week showed the greate 
est activity in number of units 
working since November. Peak was 
36 features working Feb. 15 with 
an average of 34 for the week. De- 
spite the increase in crowds used 
last week, features were down again 
to 28. 

3ig day for the extras was Tues- 
day, when 1,019 paychecks were is- 


sued, Largest single set of the day 
was 100 in a student rally for 
‘Huddle’ at Metro. 

Largest mob sets=were at Metro 
three other days: 159 in a bar- 
room scene winding up ‘The Wet 


Parade,’ 107 in a courtroom for 
‘Night Court,’ and 76 in a dancehall 
that opened ‘Letty Lynten’ Wednes- 
day, 


Brandt-Zierler 


Joe Brandt, bought out of Colume- 
bia, may build up another produc- 
tion company in association with 
Sam Zierler, states right producer, 

Instead of building up their own 
distribution system, Brandt and 
Zierler most likely will first devote 
themselves to indie production with 
sales outlet through some other or- 
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| Films Need Bankers During These Days) | 7 00.000 














Scurries Defense Forces to Albany; 














Edward R. Tinker, president of 
Fox Films, states that he will re- 
main president as long as the com- 
pany’s present financiers retain 
control, that Loew and Fox will 
continue to operate as separate en- 
tities, and that Nicholas M. 
Schenck, of Loew’s, will not join 
the Fox directorate. 

The Fox head sets 
Fox-Loew working agreement re- 


at rest the 


Franklin’s Trip West 
Harold B. Franklin’s intention to 
start for the Coast this Friday (4) 
may be delayed until next week due 
to the return tomorrow (Wednes- 
day) of David Sarnoff from the 
south. Franklin, recently appointed 
as advisor to RKO, will go into 
conference with Sarnoff, chairman 








Optimistic Independents In- 
crease Feature Costs to 
$25,000 and Up for Dou- 
ble Features and Grinds— 
$50,000 and More for 
Class A Booking Attempts 





For Hoover 


Hollywood, Feb. 29. 
Metro’s publicity department 
has been put to work thinking 
up ideas to aid the re-election 











|Samnof’s Return Delays Would Close Li %o of State Theatres 


Approved by both politic al parties, 
a threatened 10% New York state 
tax on all amusements has raised 
its head as a new worry for the in- 
dustry. With the legislature ade« 
journment only 12 days off, the pro- 
posed 10% tax on all grosses is 


eu : described as threatening the ecoe 
ports. He admits being aware of |of the RKO board. 2 as oan - nomic structure of the entire in- 
them as rumors, but also character- Franklin’s western trip is to look oncentration ollows a Bessie 
izes them as ‘inspired by parties|in at the Radio studio and also to DRAMA OVER ACTION memo from the front office Worse than any Federal measure 
who might be interested in such @]/arrange his withdrawal as operator renee the department for so far contemplated, theatre heads 
move. There will be no inter-|of the Paramount and United Art- . ideas and suggestions regard - and indepe ndents of national and 
twining of executives of these com- |ists houses in Los Angeles. Hollywood, Feb. 29. ing material for speeches, local organizations have worked 
panies, since Tinker holds this —_—— —_— Announcements of next season’s newspaper interviews and feverishly over the week end ese 
would be as illegal as an out and production by members of the In- radio broadcasts to be deliv- tablishing filmdom’s defensive cam- 
out consolidation. The companies dependent Motion Picture Pro- ered by Louis B. Mayer. paign. 
will continue to work in the future ducers Assn. indicate that the Yesterday, midnight (29), mass 
as in the past, as separate firms. eee ane turn out around 250 fon. meeting of all theatre managers in 
A Big Job ures is season as against the 350 the New York, Albany and Buffalo 


features scheduled by the major 


Phil Goldstone 





zones were ordered following a gene 


The ‘job’ to be done on Fox will WITH WURTZEL A This does not include a . eral session of 30 circuit heads, 
not be completed in 30 or 60 days, alf-dozen shoestringers turning lawyers and exhibitor leaders in 
declares Tinker. ‘One of the out westerns who are not members New York Monday noon. 
troubles of the business now,’ he eee of the newly organized IMPPA, ‘ an 0 ing The session of executives, held in 
maintains, ‘is that there are too Stas: Bile has eettied Bol Wurt- |. Nearly $7,500,000 will be spent on the office of Hiram S. Brown, was 
many people with noses too close to nigel agg 1 cases if nue | die features if the programs go a* over in less than an hour, A come 

3 nt zel’'s contract, Wurtzel will leave througt i 

"ar Ga ae ¢|the local Fox studios in April a plete campaign was worked out. 
i stry complaints o : sip iiss F se ‘ XI 1h X This res “di > j diate 

7 Of = core “ ~~ cr Sted: In the settlement Wurtzel re- Westerns $15,000 ‘ This resulted in the immediate en- 

banker cruelty, Tinker replied: | eives one-third in cash and the| All small producers have in- eRInG Of CARTS Feitiene a 

‘The world is fu of alibi artists. |) oiance in notes. creased their budgets for the new --— Albany, with Charles O'Reilly, head 

There is not an industry wou Gees Wurtzel also has a credit with | season. With the exception of a — : ™ of the T.0O.( C., commissioned to 

not have them. They will always Fox Company of around $300,000. | few westerns, which will be bud- : , Faeay EO, = por o- ere a ’ gf cere. 

exist. It is the balance due him from the | geted at around $15,000, few pic- Financing of major lot emsce who ; Pettijohn, so ill with the flu that 

Economic laws are as applicable bonus of $500,000 left Wurtzel by tures will leave the studios with are going into independent produc- he hs unable to go to his home 
to pictures as to any other business, direction of William Fox when Fox | less than $25,000 charged against | tion when contracts terminate, in ride. got out of bed in a New 
is the banker’s stand. His trip tO) sold his Fox Film control. Two | them. rather than take a cut, is being of- eae! notes against the advice of 
the studios has made him even|hpundred thousand has been paid on M. H. Hoffman, Monogram, Hal- | fered by Phil Goldstone, who w ill physicians to make the trip. 
more certain of this. Costs must be | account. perin Brothers, Patrician, Ben | also continue to back present indie The air as well as screen and 
kept in line with the gross, and as This entire amount was left with Zeidman, Larry Darmour and the producers Some production will street will be used if word to ‘let 
the grosses fluctuate so must costs. Wes en Wurtzel to be paid to him Barsky-Goldberg combination all | be of caliber higher than the state- go’ is sounded from Albany by Pet- 

Basic Trouble in monthly installments to avoid | Pian spending upwards of the 25 right grade, with Goldstone saying esata tonight (1). Broadcasts al- 
The main trouble with pictures,|j,-ce@ income tax assessment that grand figure, in some cases going |that he can easily find big league ready are being prepared as are 
fe. «so the i ther industries, | . S a ? as high as $50,000. release for product that deserves it.| film trailers and throw-aways for 
more so tnan mm otmer Mneus S,| would have followed receipt of total ; ; ‘ shat » bankroller is| the street 
Tinker maintains, is that it is toO)amount when awarded about two Budget increase is not because| Latest deal for the bankroller Is a ' 
young to weather the present de-|vears aco aig the producers want to spend more | With Max Marcin, who won't renew Inside earnings of the industry 
: Fundamen- sail cia money but is a matter of making |at Paramount, making instead two for the first time will be bared to 


pression on its own. 
tally more sound than many other 


——— 





pictures which will give the indies 


of his own stories with Goldstone’s 


(Continued on page or 





industries, its business operation the toe hold they have desired so | financial support. Latter also has gg or game 
was just. the naveree, Added to 107 OF EXHIBS CR 9 | Icng. been approached by Wheeler and 
this, volume went off so ‘fast that AYS HESS HAYS ATTY Feel Maiors Uncertain Woolsey, and is willing to back 
ap gaar ' All 1 th st | them if they get a satisfactory di- 
the industry could not’ keep S ’ - feel that it will be at least rector and story. 


abreast of it. 

Regulating itself by that volume 
barometer is considered by Tinker 
one of the most important measures 


Hollywood, Feb. 29. 
Picture producers, major and in- 


three years before the majors be- 
come settled in their effort to pro- 
Guce consistently inexpensive pic- 
tures. During that time every indie 


Two Goldstone-backed indie pro- 
ducers just returning from New 
York, where they arranged distribu- 


FOR FOX TALKS 





ain dependent, appeared before the] hopes to get a major studio offer. | tion for their first productions, are 

- peepee Siméom a sate voyage %0 sence Ways oud Means Committee Indies’ bse, ~ joi eae from | Emil Jensen and Bennie Ziedman. _— 
an improved future. Wednesday, and indulged in ‘per- | te usual quickie production is re- Jensen is prepping a follow-up to S. R. Kent is back in New York 

Bankers went into the automobile gonalities.’ vealed in the drop-off of westerns. ‘Silver Lining,’ which got a United| from the south with his future pic- 
industry when it was in worse con- ‘We have a class of exhibitors | Of the 250 features scheduled only | 4'tists’ release. Has an eye on a/ ture company affiliation undeter- 
dition than the picture business,| »45 are very crooked,’ declared |70 are western and the remainder | Similar outlet for the next. Zied-| mined. 
declares Tinker. On how long be-| Gabriel L. Hess, general attorney | parlor drama. In previous years|™an will make a second for the] It is believed that Kent will spend 
fore the film business will again be} ¢o- the Hays organization. it has been the opposite. state-right market. most of the current week talking 
able to use its own feet will depend Representative Sirovich (D), of en mene to the Fox-Chase group, but that 
the time when the bankers will re-| New York, chairman of the Com- Programs anything immediate will develop 
linquish the saddle in favor of their | mittee, said: ‘We have received Lineup of independent product ‘NO BROOKHART TALK ? as to his joining the Fox organiza- 
former financial observation chairs, | hundreds of letters from small pro- 9 tion is considered doubtful. With 


states the Fox head. 


ducers accusing the big companies 
of shar}, practices.’ 


for this season, 
producers, 


according to the 
is as follows 


PRODUCERS WARNED 


the former Paramount-Publix exe- 
cutive still in a stage of recupera- 


Hollywood, Feb. 29. Hess stated that out of a total Barsky -Goldberg: eight westerns tion from a recent attack of in- 

FE. R. Tinker, now in the east, is| of 20,000 exhibitors in America, a with Gos Wem sat oye Hollywood, Feb. 29 Suensa, it may be a month or more 
expected to return here in six or| minimum of 2,000 or 10% indulged | “amas. State right. : With all oii saetloan 24 tent until he again becomes active. 

eight weeks to complete the Fox] in crooked dealings. Monogram, with Trem Carr, C. slp : [oe oe The possibility of the reopening 


Studio reorganization plan. 
Meanwhile, several observers 
have been detailed to check studio 
activities and will report to him on 
his return, providing material on 
which to base the reconstruction. 





Chairman Indicates Small 








The complaining exhibitors will 
be heard next Tuesday when more 
fireworks are ficuniennion 


U ABOUT TO CLOSE 
ITS TOP BOOKING DEAL 








C. Burr and I. E. Chadwick pro- 
ducing; 24 dramas and 16 westerns. 
Monogram release. 

Halperin Bros. Six society dramas. 
No release. 

Larry Darmour: 12 
State right. 

Al Ferman: 
distribution. 

Allied (M. H. Hoffman): Eight 
Floot Gibson westerns, eight Monte 


dramas. 


six dramas. Peerless 


newspapers attempting to get the 
picture industry’s reaction to Sen- 
ator Brookhart’s tirade against pic- 
tures, the Producers Ass'n. has ad- 
vised the studios to lay low on com- 
ment and let the association do 
the talking. 

Papers have also been contacting 
foreign players for statements anent 
the proposed legislation to exclude 
foreign players. Studios have ad- 








of RKO and Warner negotiations, 
as regards Kent, continue a matter 
of eee 





Faragoh Possible Head 
Of U Legit Ventures 


The Carl Laemmles reached New 





Chance of Tax Escape Untversal thi week is set to close | Mue dramas and 12 dramas. Allied | yiseq their players to say nothing. | York Thursday (25) and among the 
the biggest booking deal in the his- | ex, hanges and State right. at ase - 20s | first q. t. ¢ onfabs was Junior with 
WW hi : Feb. 29 tory of the company. It includes Patrician (Emil Jensen and Wal- | rancis Mdward Faragoh, until re- 
as gton D. GUe . . 1 a : * " 7 ° , 4 . Pan Secs 
, ee Deliags: a period of the next three years/ ter Camp): Six dramas. No re- }cently U contract writer. Universal 
Despite virtual adoption of the —- t-Publix Skouras lis after a local sit producing o1 
sales tax admissi t ll theatres with Paramount-Publix, mKROUTA ease, 1 al i local legit producing oute 
a nission to a nea and Warners. It is the final move Burton King: Eight dramas for }let with Faragoh possibly head- 
Will be elected for the so-called : aad pee mton head by Ss . | ee 
‘nuisar ‘ P ( : of Phil Reisman as _ sales head| Big Four. ling it. 
sance t , ud ‘hairmsée . , . ¢ : 1 ins »)? y 
Crisp (D) —" we = aman ‘for U. Empire (Charles Hutchinson): | Latter was a founder of the Maw 
~ p se of the Ways and t leans Universal, for the past year and] Six action dramas. State right. , . ; has ‘ |Playwrights insurgent Greenwich 
Imm e "eyer e . Kk ° “— - Ss nereles et Zs » a 
An “ele vealed = ne : ws a half, has gone from loss Oo profi Mannon’s Westerns Ee ‘ i A “ . . : , a : Village legit group, before going 
dé gE ‘ » ) — rar ‘ ar e se 4) P . Y. FO orp wi heer { fay inde end its i 7 
Po id ge $250.0 0, or i until it’s 1932 earnings. if they con- Supreme (Al Mannon): Eight : rpi a f : Hollywood. On the coast he helped 
a above ag , > + 2 . i ceeatiiell tat will oa = me : Si ttle ler y ‘ ed ‘ ar YT , : 
in by age ee ae tinue along present figuring, Will) westerns with Harry Carey. Art- | "ems ; on unC | dialog ‘Frankenstein,’ ‘Iron Man’ 
y ® sales tax is needed, the| chow a gain of $1,500,000. Where] class (Weiss Brothers) distributors ces On = PICCUFES = COMING | ind ‘Little Caesar,’ 
SOnrei ‘ ° — Ms : , - ’ ee ‘ ¥ = not ' —— . lé if ai ‘ < oS e 
Georgia Congressman said—and the | 1929-30 showed a loss of $2.600.000, Morris “chlank: Eight dramas we sn the reduce) 
t} t . ; bated tis pate 9.8 . = 
‘neatres look like good pickings. the statement for °30-31 exhibits @] No release ‘ s are not known here 
‘ oa% , Jan ‘ ara — * or ts 
— profit of $700,000. Natural Pictures (Spitzer-Smith): Producers are now paying $500 | Katz West 
. . ’ y crardal f ° : 
Jackson, Miss., Feb. 29. simaninena Two aaventure pictures for T. P.| per reel regardless o production 
T : - ‘ : . ‘ toh¢ | budge | - 
The Senate Finance Committee Epics and six features. State righ ud 
) } : : P , ar : . , nil -Publi 
of the Mississippi legislature last NO RAISE AT OPTION TIME | Richard Talmadge: Fic eee os ae __| Sam Katz, of 1 unt- Publix, 
week reported favorably upon a Option on E Richard Schayer,! dramas. ill leave f t Coast this week 
10° : at fi 7 ; 7 . } ‘ . + ‘ + ar y 
‘musement tax on all amuse-| story editor, calling for a big in- | George Weeks: 24 action dramas. | Eight *% <. State right |to take a lor the Paramount 
ments in Mississippi. crease March i5 at Universal has/ State right. Henry Goldstone: Fight wes id His « ture is scheduled 
‘tis fairly certain that some form | resulted in U. notifying him that Mascot (Nat Levine) S$ fe h Jack Hoxie. State right for Thursday ¢ 
of amusement tax will be passed | renewal must be at current figure. | tures and three serials. State right Ben Zeidman: Six features No xpected he will be gone about 
rae “es = : | " ¢ ' 
he legislature now in session. Schayer so far refuses ! James Cruze, Ltd. (Sam Zierler): tnrec weeks 
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B&K Has Stock Idea for Its 
Wavering Nabes as L. A. Orpheum 
Secures Lysistrata for Dates 





Chicago, Feb. 29. 

Possibility of Publix-Balaban & 
Katz installing dramatic stock in 
several theatres looms as the result 
of propositions brought to the pic- 
ture firm by dramatic agencies and 
producers here. 

B.&K. is anxious to try new ideas 
in at least a half dozen bigger 
neighborhood houses which have 
buckled badly the past few months. 
Likely for the dramatic stock ex- 
periments are such houses as the 
Maryland, southside; Covent Gar- 
dens, northside, and the Belmont, 
northwest. B.&K, has been set to 
close a number of theatres here but 
has withheld the final notice. 

Since ‘Girl Crazy,’ musical tab, 
crashed through the successful coin 
in tab version, B.&K. has kept its 
eye sharpened for any stage angles 
which look feasible. What is most 
appealing to the circuit is the fact 
that there are no dramatic stocks 
alive in town at present, in a burg 
that has annually supported four 
and five of the resident drama 
companies. 

Plan being considered would es- 
tablish a B.&K. rotating stock idea 
among three or four of the houses 
so that each week, or half week, a 
new troupe and show could be de- 
livered to each neighborhood in- 
stead of having one permanent cast 
at each theatre. 





Los Angeles, Feb. 29. 

‘Lysistrata,’ legit snow, twice 
raided by the police when at the 
Carthay Circle, goes into the RKO 
Orpheum Friday (4) in tabloid 
form. Cast will be the same play- 
ers, including Nance O’Neill. 

House pays a guarantee of $5,000 
with a split for the show over $16,- 
000. Dixon Morgan, who was co- 
producer with George Robertson of 
the Carthay production, will not be 
programed as producer at the Or- 


pheum. 
Trial and exoneration of the 
‘Lysistrata’ cast, which was 


sloughed at the Carthay Circle, also 
had both Warner’s Downtown and 
the RKO Orpheum anxious for 
‘Lizzie’ in condensed form to play 
with films, 

With the ctick of ‘Lucky Day,’ 
colored musical in tab form, at the 
Pantages theatre, Alexander Pan- 
tages is dickering with Gregory 
Ratoff to bring ‘Girl Crazy’ in its 
tab form as it played for B.&K. in 
Chicago. 





Metro’s 48 


A minimum of 48 pictures is in 
prospect for Metro for the 1932-'33 
season. 

Program setup is scheduled for 
immediate consideration on the 
Coast. Nick Schenck, Felix Feist 
and Howard Dietz ieft Friday (26) 
to join J. Robert Rubin, already in 
Hollywood, for the purpose of prod- 
uct eonferences with Louis B. 
Mayer, Irving Thalberg and others. 

While M-G may be a little late on 
delivery this season, full lineup of 
48 will go out in accordance with 
contracts. 








Will Draft Mayer as 
Pres. Over His Objections 


Hollywood, Feb. 29. 

At an adjourned meeting of Pic- 
ture Producers’ Association tonight 
(Monday) the election of president 
is scheduled, with Louis B. Mayer 
reported to have stated he will not 
accept a renomination. Mayer has 
been the association’s president for 
past year. 

No other candidate is mentioned, 
though Jack L. Warner, first v. p., 
is the logical choice. Wiil Hays, 
who is out here, is said to be strong- 
ly in favor of Mayer accepting the 
office for another term. 

Chances are that Mayer will be 
drafted regardless tonight by unam- 
imous vote as president, despite his 
personal objections. 

At the election tonight the only 
change in the current setup expect- 
ed is the replacement of Joseph I. 
Schnitzer, present second v.-p. and 
now out of Radio. Other officers 
due for re-election are Mayer as 
president; Jack Warner, first v.-p., 
and Fred Beetson, executive v.-p. 


McGuire, Beery, Jr., Free 
Work in Odd Money Deal 


Hollywood, Feb. 29. 

Universal's contracts with Mickey 
McGuire and Noah Beery, Jr. make 
provision for certain work without 
pay. McGuire, signed for $600 for 
two and a half weeks, must work in 
retakes, trick shots or trailers free 
of charge. Young Beery is set for 
five weeks at $150 each in a serial, 
with proviso that if a sixth week is 
necessary it will be sans paycheck. 
Any production time beyond six 
weeks, however, will be at a $100 
rate. 

On account of the Fontaine Fox- 
Columbia-Darmour litigation the 
McGuire kid signs the name Mickey 
Brown ‘professionally known as 
Mickey McGuire.’ 


Reisman-WB Maybe 


Phil Reisman, reported made an 
offer by RKO for supervision of 
film buying, may tie up with War- 
ner Bros. instead. Deal with WB 
is indef, but in the meantime he is 
not accepting the RKO proposal, it 
is said. 

Up to yesterday (Monday), Hiram 
S. Brown had not filled the film 
buying spot in RKO, left vacant, 
with Jules Levy appointed general 
sales manager of Radio Pictures. 
With Reisman out as a likelihood, 
it’s between Emile Stern and John 
O'Connor. 


Allvine Leaves Fox 


Glenn Allvine, with the title of 
director of publicity and advertis- 
ing, severed his connection with 
Fox on Saturday (27). His con- 
tract would have expired April 20. 
No official edict as to whether 
anyone will succeed to the title. 














Test on ‘Explorers’ 


Following a test booking by RKO 
at the Victory, Providence, circuit 
may take ‘Explorers of the World’ 
(Raspin) for general coverage. 
It goes into the Cameo, 
York, for RKO Thursday (4). 


New 





Morris Convalescing 


Sam E. Morris, WB gen. megr., is 
convalescing from a minor opera- 
tion he underwent in the Syden- 
ham hospital, New York, last week. 

Op was performed after Morris 
had been at the home office only a 
few days, having returned from a 
visit of several months in Europe. 





Ist Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) — 


Week March 4 


Paramount — ‘Strangers In 
Love’ (Par). 


Roxy — ‘After Tomorrow’ 
(Fox). 
Capitol — ‘Arsene Lupin’ 


(Metro) (2nd week). 





Rivoli — ‘Sky Devils’ (UA) 
(38). 

Strand — ‘Heart of New 
York) (WB) (2). 

Mayfair—‘Impatient Maiden’ 
(U). 

Winter Garden — ‘Alias the 
Doctor’ (FN) (2). 

Rialto — ‘Shanghai Express’ 
(Par) (3rd week). 

Week March 11 

Paramount — ‘The Wiser 

Sex’ (Par). 


Roxy — ‘Beast of the City’ 
(Metro). 


Capitol — ‘Passionate 
Plumber’ (Metro). 

Rivoli — ‘Sky Devils’ (UA) 
(2nd week). 

Mayfair — ‘ost Squadron’ 
(Radio). 

Winter Garden — ‘Alias the 


Doctor’ (FN) (2nd week). 
Rialto — ‘Shanghai Express’ 
(Par) (4th week). 


$2 Pictures 


‘Hell Divers’ (Metro) (As- 
tor) (11th week). 
‘Man Who Played God’ 


(WB) (Warners) (4th week). 


Foreign Films 
‘Das Lied Ist Aus’ (Super- 
film) (German) (Europa) (6th 
week). 
‘Ein Walzer 
(Splendid) (German) 
Carnegie) (4th week). 


vom Strauss’ 
(Little 











GOLDWYN’S LIMITED 4; 
SCHENCK, UA PLANS 


Sam Goldwyn is set on only four 
pictures and may do no more than 
this number for the coming season. 
They are two Eddie Cantors, ‘Bally- 
hoo’ and ‘Kid from Spain,’ and two 
Ronald Colmans, ‘Brothers Kara- 
mazov’ and ‘Cynara.’ 

A singleton with Ina Claire and 
another as a buildup for Melvyn 
Douglas, whom Goldwyn wants to 
erect as star material, have been 
talked about but are only distant 
possibilities. 


In the Joseph M. Schenck camp 
only two pictures for the °32-’33 
season are determined on, the 
talker remake of ‘Rain’ and an Al 
Jolson original. 

For United Artists release ex- 
pected are one each from Douglas 
Fairbanks and Mary Pickford. Lat- 
ter will come east before starting 
work on ‘Happy Ending,’ original 





by Frances Marion. 











Edison Company. 


fay” and “Rebound.” 








EDWARD H. GRIFFITH 


In directing “Lady With a Past,” now current at the Mayfair The- 
atre, New York, Edward H. Griffith is credited with making what pre- 
view notices hail as Constance Bennett’s most successful picture. 

Griffith, a former newspaper man of Chicago and Cleveland, started 
his motion picture career in the dual capacity of actor and writer for the 


Entering the directorial ranks later, he quickly forged 
to the front rank. While he made scores of silent pictures, his greatest 
ruccess has been with such audible films as the widely acclaimed “Holi- 
He is now preparing to direct Miss Bennett’s next 


picture, ‘Free Lady,” based upon the novel by Cecil Strange, 


Pet SS 


Hollywood 





weekly “Variety.” 


department. 


Par’s Studio Adv. Man 


John Hertz’ advertising represen- 
tative, W. K. Cochrane, has office 
space in the Paramount adminis- 
tration building. He’s laying out 
exploitation campaigns on next 
year’s Paramount product. He’s 
been Universal’s advertising coun- 
sel since the early days, and also 
has an office there. Paramount de- 
nies any significance. 


Adrianne Allen Coming 


Adrianne Allen will come out for 
Paramount when finishing on Broad- 
way in ‘Cynara.’ She’s the wife of 
director Raymond Massay, whom 
Universal imported from the legit. 


Chino-Japo Film Up 
Oriental fuss has wiped the cob- 
webs off Paramount’s ‘Come On, 
Marines.’ Originally written by 
James K. McGinness and Thomas 
Boyd for William A. Wellman to di- 
rect, it got bogged and eventually 
shelved. 
New 








adaptation will write Chi- 
nese squabbie into plot. Martin 
Flavin is busy at it. Chester Mor- 
ris and Richard Arlen in prospect. 





Jack Crawford Stays 
Jack Crawford stays on another 
spell as musical ringmaster at 
Warners’ Hollywood. Four-week 





cancellation clause works eithe. 
way. 

Morehouse’s Piece 
Warners’ director team, James 


Flood and Elliott Nugent, will han- 


dle ‘New York Town.’ They just 
finished ‘The Mouthpiece.’ Ward 
Morehouse, legit columnist, au- 


thored ‘Town.’ 





Baron’s Banjo 

Baron Mandelstam goes to Paris 
for quota picture negotiations on 
behalf of Paramount. His dog, 
Banjo, will cross the Atlantic for 
the 14th time. 

Lioyd Corrigan will romp to Eu- 
rope while Paramount allows him 
three months off. 





‘Merton of the Talkies’ 

Sam Mintz and Arthur Kober are 
the last of many writing teams to 
tackle ‘Merton of the Talkies.’ 
Stuart Irwin will be starred by Par. 





Learning 

Luis Trenker, Austrian director, 
arrived for Universal possessed of 
first rudiments of show business 
English. He could say ‘tremendous’ 
and ‘aw, nuts.’ He’s learned enough 
since then to play additional scenes 
in the German-made ‘Mountains in 
Flames.’ 





Paging Ben Lyon 
Ben Lyon, vaude-touring the east, 
may be lured back for Universal's 
‘Radio Patrol,’ which Eddie Cahn 
will direct. Mae Clarke and Russell 
Hopton are set. 


Roach Studio Dark 

One or two months of darkness 
looms for Hal Roach studio. Sea- 
son’s schedule will be completed by 
Aopril 1, it is thought. 

J. B. Scott and William Phillips 
are forming a photographic bureau 
to cater to press agents’ needs. 





In-and-Out Pichel 

Irving Pichel went back into his 
role in Radio’s ‘State’s Attorney,’ 
replacing Harry Bannister, Michel, 
original choice, stepped out when he 
was slated for a time to direct en- 
tire production. Now he’s only 
doubling as dialog supervisor. 


Rin-Tin-Tin’s Cost 
Lee Duncan thinks $500 a week 
offered by Fanchon & Marco for 
Rin-Tin-Tin isn’t enough. Offer 
was net, all expenses including fresh 
liver daily. 


Black-Harris East 
Zizz Black and Mort Harris, who 
have been radio partners, hopped to 
Philadelphia to earn a few berries 
at the Mastbaum as m.c. and stager. 





Metro Takes Steele 
Joe Steele, former p.a. for Richard 
Barthelmess, made Metro's writing 
staff on the strength of his three- 
reel states righter, ‘Gaunt.’ 


Shannon's 2nd Buildup 
Peggy Shannon starts her termer 
at Fox in ‘Society Girl’ with James 
Dunn. Destined for a build-up. 
Miss Shannon was for a time con- 
sidered by Paramount as successor 
to Clara Bow. 





Laurel-Hardy Features 
Laurel and Hardy completed their 
last two-reeler last week in ‘County 
Hospital.’ Team’s future is three 
features a year for Hal Roach, story 
for the first to be picked this week. 
Hoot’s Japanese 
Hoot Gibson will speak Japanese, 
via dubbing, in one version Allied 





is preparing of ‘The Spirit of the 





Briefly rewritten extracts from “Variety’s” Hollyweod Bulletin, printea 
each Friday in Hollywood, and placed as a wrapper upon the reguiap 


The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 
News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 





West.” Others in German, French 
and Spanish. 


Exhib Has Try 
Ned Schukler, former Brooklyn 
and New Jersey exhib, is in produc. 
tion now as associate with Allied 
(M. H. Hoffman). 





Tracy in ‘Under Cover’ 

‘Under Cover,’ play bought by 
Fox, will be adapted and dialogea 
by Byron Morgan. Spencer Tracy 
gets a lead. 

Cornell-LeGallienne 

Katharine Cornell will be tested 
for ‘Barretts of Wimpole Street’ by 
United Artists when she comes here 
in spring with the play. Lewis 
Milestone is testing Eva LeGallienne 
for UA in the east. 





Fox's Story Head 


Doris Malloy, writer, has been 
made head of the Fox scenario de- 
partment, supplanting Stanley Gar- 
vey and Doris Green, Garvey be- 


comes assistant. Byron Morgan and 
Al Cohn added to staff. 
Rothacker East 
Watters n Rothacker left 
night (26) for New York on 


Friday 
busi- 


ness. He may go to Europe. No 
studio jobs in mind. 
Mexico Too Hot 
Bullfight stuff Tom Kilpatrick 


brought back to Metro from Mexico 
is too hot for domestic use. Will 
be made into a four-reeler with in- 
timate life shots also collected, and 
distributed in foreign spots. 


Doane With U 
Warren Doane, out as Roach g.m,, 


will make 26 two-reelers for Uni- 
versal. Charlie Chase may figure 
as comic. 


Sherman Directs ‘Red’ 

‘Is My Face Red?’ columnist 
story, will be directed for Radio by 
Lowell Sherman. Robert Armstrong 
already cast. 





Dropped last week, Marcel de Sano 
is back at Metro. During past year 
he directed one French version. 





Harry Garson, who went to China 
five months ago to make a series of 
novelty shorts in Multicolor, is back 
with the series in black and white. 





Al Erickson and his orchestra at 
the R-K-O theatre have their no- 
tice for March 18. Given by Sam 
Freed of the New York music de- 
partment, here to organize a new 
band, 


Arline Judge’s Flu 
Radio’s ‘Girl Crazy’ remake unit 
waited half a day for Arline Judge, 
then learned she was flat with flu. 
oe with shooting around 
er. 





Morehouse for W.B. 

Ward Morehouse arrived Sunday 
(28) to do an adaptation of his 
play ‘New York Town’ for Warners. 
His column in the New York ‘Sun’ 
temporarily becomes ‘Hollywood 
After Dark’ instead of ‘N. Y. After 
Dark.’ 





Kate Campbell! Hurt 
Broken leg was suffered by Kate 
Campbell (Mrs. Walter Percival) in 
an auto accident last week-end. 
Harrison Green, agent, uninjured in 
same crash. 





Robinson in ‘Dollar’ 

‘Silver Dollar,’ novel by David 
Karsner, and based on life of ‘Silver 
Dollar’ ‘Taber, miner, has been 
bought by Warners for Edward G. 
Robinson. 





B’way Burlesque 
Burlesque under the name of mue 
sical tabs may go into the Majestic 
theatre on Broadway, Daiton 
brothers are negotiating with Sam 
Green, Majestic rep. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Baron Mandelstam, 
Watterson Rothacker. 
W. C. Michel. 

Glen Griswold. 
Arthur S. Lyons. 
Richard Boleslavsky. 
Nacio Herb Brown. 
Leon Britton. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Tay Garnett. 

Peter Freuchen, 
Ward Morehouse. 
Carlo Boeuf. 

Charles R. Rogers. 
Nicholas M. Schenck 
Howard Dietz. 

Felix F. Feist. 
taymond Massey 
Martin Brown 
Gregory Ratoff. 
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Academy Now Widening Research; 


Will Ask Thalberg to Head Comm. 


Hollywood, Feb. 29. 

Scope of Academy investigation 
will be extended from purely me- 
chanical problems this year, with 
the probability that such subjects 
as. production methods, type and 
treatment of story material, and 
box office reactions will figure as 
research problems. 

Many members of the Academy 
of MP Arts and Sciences have 
urged that more attention be paid 
to the ‘arts’ angle. Efforts to deal 
with the more abstract factors in 
pictures so far have turned into 


debating sessions with no final ver- 


dict determined and the questions 
tabled. 
A new set-up that will abolish 


the joint committee of producers and 
technicians that has been in charge 
of Academy research campaigns 
the past two years is now in or- 
ganization. 

New body will be called the Re- 
search Council, and, while to an 
extent it is a new label for the pro- 
ducers-technicians committee, it 
will centralize control of all Acad- 
emy technical matters, including 
the operation of the technical bu- 
reau (subsidized by the producers’ 
association), and will take over the 
work of the art and technique com- 
mittee, which has been planning 
the inter-industry debates and dis- 
cussions. 

Research Council’s 15 will include 
outstanding workers in both sup- 
planted committees, with the min- 
gling of practical and academic out- 
look counted on to broaden the field 
of investigation, 

Thalberg Leadership 


Irving W. Thalberg, chairman of 
the producers-technicians commit- 
tee, will in strong likelihood be 
asked to head the Research Coun- 
cil. Under Thalberg the committee 
has brought about the uniform 


aperture, the standard release print 
leader, and made studies in noise- 
insulation, set construction, and 
lighting efficiency that the industry 
at large has benefited by. 

Desire of leading Academy re- 
search into fields more directly re- 
lating to the intrinsic merits of pic- 
tures and the public’s reception of 


them was voiced by members of 
the art and technique committee 
last week in what was probably 


their last meeting under that ‘itle. 

General policy for the year 
should be to emphasize the so- 
called ‘art’ elements of pictures in 
the Academy’s activities, figuring 
that technical researches now in 
progress and others already planned 
have enough momentum to carry 
on by themselves for the time being. 


i 





‘Big Parade’ Dialog 


Culver City, Feb. 29. 
Lawrence Stallings is here to 
write dialog for ‘The Big Parade’ 
Metro plans to remake it as a talker. 
A year ago the 1925 silent was 
under -consideration for dubbing 
With talk. 





Fox Substitution 
Pincus has displaced Albert 
Parker in the Fox post from which 
he was ousted by Parker about a 
year ago. Pincus officially resumed 
yesterday (Monday) although he 
actually started lat> last week. 
Parker was in charge of eastern 
tests for Fox, all of which he di- 
rected himself, besides acting as a 
material and talent scout. These 


+i » of . 
duties will now again be assumed 
by Pincus. 


Joe 


—_—_—_—_—— ——————— 


‘Earth’ Sequel Only 


Hollywood, Feb. 29. 
+. CSmopolitan-Metro has no in- 
ention of filming the novel ‘Good 
Earth,’ but will make a picture of 
she sequel, ‘Sons of Good Earth.’ 

Sons’ starts as a serial in the 


(Cosy . 
mopolitan’ magazins 


+ 








ENLISTING DEADHEADS 


Publix Plugging ‘Broken Lullaby’ 
Via Oakleyites 


Minneapolis, Feb. 29. 

Publix here is trying to drum-up 
business through personal word-of- 
mouth and word-of-pen plugging, 
with deadheads being employed ad- 
vantageously in the campaign. Eddie 
tuben, division manager, sent out a 
personal letter to every pass holder, 
requesting the iatter to boost ‘Broken 
Lullaby’ and other worthy pictures 
to their acquaintances. It is believed 
to be the first time that such direct 
use has been made of the dead- 
heads. 


SKOURASES ON 
BONUS SYSTEM 


launched 
starting 


have 
plan 


Brothers 
bonus 


Skouras 
their proposed 
in the east. 

The bonus proposal, just placed 
into effect for the Fox-Metropolitan 
group of houses, will be closely 
studied with a view to its adoption 
for all other Skouras-operated the- 


atres, including Fox-Schine' up- 
state and the Fox-West Coast cir- 
cuit. 

Under the system worked out, a 
figure is set for each house, with 
the manager to shoot for that. 


Quota may not exactly mean profit 
for the theatre but reflect improve- 
ment in operation by the manager 
through economies or other moves. 

3onus plan will be in effect over 
15-week periods, with 10% over 
present results to be shot for by 
the manager in order that he fig- 
ure in reward by the Skourases. 
The district managers are to be 
compensated in a greater manner 
than that, but exactly how has not 
as yet been determined. 

After the first 15-week period, 
the bonus thing will be tried in all 
other Skouras theatres if up to ex- 
pectations anticipated. Skourases 
are confident they are now taking a 
step that will soon become wide- 
spread, not only among chains but 
possibly in other branches of show 
business. 

Dist.-Prod. Also 

In distribution, lately there has 
been considerable injection of in- 
terest among sales forces through 
contests or bonuses on playdate 
drives, unsold possibilities, etc. 

The bonus idea has also perme- 
ated production ranks for consid- 
eration with some leaders in the 
film-making field of the opinion the 
not too distant future will see su- 
pervisors, writers, directors, artists 
and others on a percentage basis in 
accordannce with distribution re- 
turn on product. 


Receiver for Gen. Theatres 


Feb. 29. 


Wilmington, 


U. S. Senator Daniel O. Hastings 
of Delaware was today appointed 


receiver for General Theatres Equip- 
ment, Inc., a holding company con- 
trolling Fox Film and Fox Theatres 
Corp. 

Receivership came on application 
of Gordon B. Affleck of New York, 


a creditor, with the company con- 
senting. 

Protective committees for bond- 
holders of General Theatres were 
formed several weeks ago in an- 
ticipation of default in interest due 
March 1. 

Receivership has been fore- 


shadowed by the action of Gen 


Theatres’ listed securit.es for weeks 


bonds selling between $3 and $4 
and preferred stock going to 50 
cents a share on the curb vesterday 


(Monday). 
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Circumvents Talking Out of | 
Turn—Players Must Be 
‘Dumb’ for Publication— 
Industry Welfare at Heart 
at all Times—Primed to 
Prune Production Costs 
Through Consultation 
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PAUDUCE RG: 





ALL POW-WOWS SECRET | 


Codes within codes are being 
shaped for the film industry. They 
are as much for the star performer 
talking out of turn as the pro- 
ducer taking a chance with a story 
which, while meeting with the con- 
ditions of the drafted Hays code, 
may still arouse the ire of news- 
paper, political, sect or industry 
factions. 

Matters taken up at the Coast 
Hays meetings are expected in the 
east to be quietly but immediately 
placed into effect, working as a sec- 
ond batch of codes which will be 
held for reference mentally rather 
than written. 

Closer co-ordination with censors | 
and outsiders, even to the point of 
having them read and pass upon a 
script before it is put into produc- 
tion is featured among the new in- 
tentions. This means that when a 
producer is planning to screen a 
theme which might come under an 
institutional category, or have to do 
with a certain trend or industry, he 
will not rely altogether on the writ- 
ten code but will literally preview 
the script with the people who 
might complain later and add to the 


cost, 


Advertising Again 

Even advertising is up for a new 
slant. This, according to indica- 
tions, calls for greater confidence 
in home office departments rather 
than a dependency upon national 
agencies which could regard the ex- 
ploitation of pictures just another 
account. As a matter of fact film 
spokemen claim that the ‘agency 
experiment’ with many producers is 
practically closed. Worst copy, it 
is declared, came not * ecessarily 
from the home office departments, 
but also from the offices of agencies. 
This is largely due, it is maintained, 
to the agency lack of picture under- 
standing and background. 

Must be Guided 

That the average star in Holly- 
wood is not qualified by experience 
to talk unguidedly for publication 
is another matter the producers 
plan to pursue. Picture companies 
are also setting themselves to deal 
drastically with the writer, be he 
free lance or otherwise, who 
breaches what is considered a con- 
fidence during a ‘legalized inter- 
view.’ 

The picture company’s attitude 
toward the star under long contract 
is likewise changing. Such an 
artist is, in the new order of things, 
now regarded as a property rather 
than a personality. The company 
is taking the angle that a present 
day star turns over his or her rep- 
utation, character and _ physical 
well being, as well as personality, 
when the contract becomes effective. 
Film companies would also like to 
control their contract people’s con- 
versation as to studio matters, but 
haven’t been quite able figure a 
means to this end. 





‘Sweet’ in Color 


Hollywood, Feb. 29. 








Deal is on between Fox and 
Technicolor for the production of 
Bittersweet’ in color. 

If it goes through this will be 
Fox’s first color picture in two 
vears, 

Totheroh for Par 

Don Totheroh, legit playwright 
has a one picture writing contract | 
with Paramount. 


the east: | 


Writer will first work in 
thence to the Coast later. 


Hunch for Follow-Up Yarns on 
News Events Still Hot Among 
Studios; Freelance Boys’ Break 





Locations All Wet 


Holywood, Feb. 29 
So much rain that California 


deserts are deserts no longer. 
Paramount’s ‘Broken Wing’ 


company, returning from a 
supposedly arid location reports 


so much vegetation on Mojave 
desert that an aeroplane was 
used to scou a spot with 


enough sand to make the scenes 


look authentic. 


teturners also report that 
Death Valley, where water 
heretofore has been the un- 


known quantity, is a series of 


good-sized lakes. 


Arthur on Fox 
N. E. Deal Then 


Joms Skouras 











After Harry Arthur settles a deal 
for the Fox-New England theatres, 


embracing 18 Poli houses, he goes 
west to co-operate on the Fox- 
West Coast houses with Charlie 


Skouras, 

Drastic economies to reduce the 
overhead will eventuate, not affect- 
ing personnel as much as the cur- 


tailment of fixed disbursements 
such as the elimination of outdoor 
advertising. 

Former cut on the ad. budgets 


was a minimization generally on 
all media, with all newspapers cut 
down on the budget. Now those 
papers with little value will be 
totally eliminated and those with 
definite returns may be enhanced, 
but the general cut will be greater. 

Spyrous Skouras will stay on the 
Coast another three or four months 
but Charlie Skouras and Arthur 
will be the actual operators, with 
Arthur in for a percentage. 

Skouras will also give Louie 
Cohen, head of the realty depart- 
ment, a percentage arrangement 
along with similar partnerships and 
bonuses in line with Skouras’ ope- 
ration system. 

Si Fabian, Maybe 

Warner interest in acquiring tfie 
Poli-New England circuit of 18 
houses from Fox is reported cool. 
At the same time reports that Si 
Fabian’s hookup with the Fox or- 
ganization in an advisory capacity 
was to work himself into a deal 
whereby he would become the Poli 
operator, are strengthened. 

The Fabian-Poli deal, it is re- 
liably reported, is now practically 
set. Fabian is understood to be 
operating through the _ bankers, 
Halsey Stuart, for whom he is now 
a representative in the Fox Metro- 
politan theatre group. Deal is one 
which requires. no outlay of cash by 
Fabian but which would gain the 
Poli property for him on a percent- 
age arrangement similar to the ar- 
rangement between the Skouras and 
Fox-West Coast. 


Warnerites yesterday (Monday) 
admitted having been interested in 
the Poli property, but objected to 


a fixed overhead described as in ex- 
cess of what the Warners originally 
believed. This killed all negotia- 
tions. 


Reverse Exchange 


Fox last 
affiliation of a 
he was in 
Joe Pinkus, 
this post for 


left Sat- 


an 


Albert Parker 
urday (27), after 
year or in which 
charge of eastern tests. 
who formerly occupied 


more, 


the same company. returned to the 
position yesterday (Monday). 

Pinkus, besides handling tests, 
will again also act as material and 
talent scout, as did Parker 


oo ~~ 
Hollywood, Feb 29. 
Preponderance of major studio 
production on the coming year's 





schedule will be of a topical nature. 
Urge to put yesterday's front page 
news on tomorrow's screen is keen- 
er than ever with the studios ready 


to buy almost any filmable story 
which can be tied to current 
events 

This is proving a break for the 


original story writers on the ground 
floor. Material 
all firms on a desperate search for 


is very scarce with 


writings which the camera can 
translate. 
Chasing Newsreels 
Keeping features one step be- 


and newsreels be- 
fashionable with the click of 
Witness,’ hit directly 
the gang child killing in New 
York. It was the tip-off that there 
was b. o. in retting newsy stuff on 
the screen, 

This urge accounts for the num- 
ber of Chinese background stories 
currently in production. Every stu- 
dio has its quota of this type, and 
all are racing to get there “irst 
Radio has two coming up. Para- 
mount will f llow its ‘Shanghai Ex- 
press’ by dusting off its postponed 
‘Come on Marines’ and will give it 
a far eastern flavor. Fox, Univer- 
sal and Metro also are readying pic- 
tures of this type. 

3eing Olympic year, there'll also 
be a flock of films with champ 
athlete heroes, performing in the 
stadium where the games will later 
take place. Also tied to the Olym- 
pics are prize fight stories in the 
making with Paramount even figur- 
ing on turning out a picture based 
on hockey. 


hind 

came 
‘Star 
after 


newspapers 


which 


Good Prices 


Feature of the desire for topical 
subjects is the fact that virtually 
unknown writers are figuring in the 
money. Idea in the past was that 
no matter how good a story, the 
cash was nominal unless the writer 
carried name value. 

One case is the good figure paid 
a couple of press agents for a 
column-radio chatterer story. 
‘Blessed Event,’ legit show, natural- 
ly had something to do with this, 
but its appeal to the studio was 
more because it was about some- 
thing topical. 

Another indication of the news 
appeal for pictures is the desire of 
several majors for stories of a po- 
litical nature to hit the theatres 
about the time the country is hot 


with the coming presidential elec- 
toin. Columbia has ‘Washington 
Merry-Go-Round’ for this reason 


and Metro now has Sam Blythe, vet, 
and w. k. political writer, on its 
payroll for the lowdown, Other 
studios also are scouting for similar 
stories and are looking for the lo- 
cal free lanec boys to supply them. 


‘GIRL CRAZY’ FINISHED, 
TOTAL COST $700,000 


Hollywood, Feb. 29. 





‘Girl Crazy’ has been completed 
through retakes by Radio Pictures. 


Retakes cost, it is reported, around 
$200,000. That brings total produc- 
tion investment to date up to $700,- 
000. 


Musical talker was started by 
William Le Baron who finished 
picture when David O. Selznick 


suggested retakes. 





Shores’ New Role 


Hollywood, Feb. 29. 

Leo the new casting 
director at Radio. He was formerly 
an assistant direct_r on production. 

Shores succeeds Rex Bailey who 
was chief caster for Radio for some 
The appointment is by David 
head of the studio, 


Shores is 


time, 


Selznick 





yore 
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LA Knee-Deep in Policy Changes, 
But After First Week's Spurt Town 
Blah; ‘Ladies of the Jury’ $13,000 





ea ee — 


Los Angeles, Feb. 29. 

Policy changes, always imminent 
im this burg, currently affect sev- 
eral houses. Paramount has dis- 
continued George Cunningham-pro- 
duced local units and this week has 
the Henry Halstead band as a filler. 
Warners’ Downtown, running along 
in $8,000-$9,000 brackets, with the 
gmaller figure typical, is trying the 
stimulative potency of 10 vaudeville 
acts booked by Bert Levey. 

Orpheum is going into a second 
week of its new policy. Added at- 
tractions, when like ‘Lucky Day, 
will keep Cliff Work’s benignity un- 
impaired. Negro musical snatched 
close to $20,000. Compare that with 
the recent averages of $5,300. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chinese (Fox) (2,028; 50-$1.50) 
“Mata Hari’ (M-G) and stage show 
(5th week). Advertising final fort- 
night; ‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G) doped 
to follow; Garbo’s fifth week should 


be around $15,000. Fourth week 
claimed over $20,000. i 93k 
Criterion (Fox) (1,600; 35-65) 


‘Business and Pleasure’ (Fox) (1st 
week). Will Rogers opened Thurs- 
day; looks like fair $9,000 for starter. 


Final six days of ‘Freaks’ (M-G) 
flat $4,000. 
Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-75) 


‘Fireman Save My Child’ (FN) and 
vaude. Same budget for 10-act pol- 
icy; bettering $12,000. Last week 


‘Cross Examination’ hovered near 
regulation $8,000. 
Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 35-75) 


‘Alias the Doctor’ (FN) and stage 
show. MBarthelmess picture ought 
to be around $13,000. Nothing on 
rostrum by way of names. Jack 
Crawford as m.c. in third week and 
liked. Holdover of popular ‘Fire- 
man’ worth nearly $14,000, good. 

Orpheum (2,270; 35-90), ‘Lucky 
Day’ and ‘Ladies of Jury’ (Radio) 
(2nd-final week). Likely to have 
$13,000 for sequel to great $18,500. 
Plus Pantages’ $26,000 week will 
give colored revue smashing three 
week tally near $48,000. 

Pantages (Fox) (2,700; 20-40-65- 
$0) ‘Lovers Courageous’ (M-G) and 
stage show. Bob Montgomery fea- 
ture did fairly three weeks ago at 
State; likely to get $7,500. Last 
week studio mob went to ‘Guards- 
men’ for some pointers in acting 
technique and house climbed to 
nearly $9,000, good. 

Paramount (Franklin) (3,595; 35- 
75) ‘Strangers in Love’ (Par) and 
stage show. Around $14,000; Fred- 
ric March plastered all over town 
on 24 sheets. Duncan Sisters com- 
bined with Tiffany’s ‘Hotel Con- 
tinental’ for $17,500 last week, ac- 
ceptable, 

RKO (2,950; 30-65) 
Men’ (Col) and vaude. Pretty safe 
gamble from week to week of 
$9,000-$11,000. ‘Girl of Rio’ (Radio) 
last week, $9,000. Music Supervisor 
Sam Freed came to town and fired 
entire house orchestra; will reor- 
ganize. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 35-$1) 
‘Silent Witness’ (Fox) and stage 
show. Opening pace presages un- 
der $10,000, very good; names not 
local magnets. Last week ‘The 
Champ’ (M-G) smacked out a nice 
$23,000. 

United Artists (Franklin) (2,100; 
$5-$1) ‘Broken Lullaby’ (Par) (ist 
week). Despite liberal spending of 
money retitled ‘Man I Killed’ not 
doing well. Anticipate $8,000. Last 
week ‘Arrowsmith’ (UA) around 
$11,000, winding up bouncing en- 
gagement. 

Western (WB) (2,500; 50-$1.50) 
‘Man Who Played’ (3rd week), Re- 
served seat try ending to $8,500; 
back to second runs starting Thurs- 
day (3). 


FRISCO IS BRISK, WITH 
ORPHEUM NEAR $19,000 


San Francisco, Feb. 29. 

The Oriental, his history and hab- 
its, being the topic of general con- 
versation these days, FWC is sitting 
pretty with ‘Hatchet Man’ at Loew’s 

Warfield. A murmur of opposition 
to the picture by local Chinese was 
easily smoothed out. RKO, too, has 
an in on the Oriental biz with Anna 
May Wong in person at the Golden 
Gate. 

Remainder of the town also click- 
ing merrily, excellence of weather 
pulling crowds to the mountains and 
beaches, keeping grosses from what 
otherwise might be skyrocketing. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (5,000; 35-65)—‘Woman from 
Monte Carlo’ (FN) and stage show. 
Below the line with $25,000. Last 
week ‘Two Kinds of Women’ (Par) 
hit $30,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 35-60) 
—‘Secret Witness’ (U) and vaude. 
With Anna Mav Wong in person; 

good at $14,000. Last week Weaver 


‘Maker of 





NEWARK FAIR 


WB Reopening Mosque This Week 
,000 for Loew’s 





Newark, Feb. 29. 

‘Emma,’ at Loew’s, will clean up 
at $25,000. Larry Rich at Proc- 
tor’s ought to scale $20,000, Noth- 
ing else probably high. 

Warners will throw over 3,000 
seats into the ring again by open- 
ing the Mosque Friday (4) with pic- 
tures only at 40c. top. 

Estimates for This Week 
Branford (WB) (2,966; 20-35-50) 
—Hatchet Man’ (FN) and F-M unit. 
Ought to be good for $16,000. Last 
week, despite excellent word-of- 
mouth, ‘Man Who Played God 
(WB) very poor on $12,000. . 
Capitol WB) (1,200; 15-25-35)— 
‘Hell’s House’ (Zeidman-Capitol), 
and ‘Tonight or Never’ (UA). Not 
likely to reach $5,000. Last week 
‘Jekyll’ (Par) and “Three Wise Girls’ 
(Col) great at $5,700. j 
Little (Cinema) (299; 50)—‘Die 
von Rumpelplatz’ (Capitol), and 
‘Gretl and Liesl’ (New Era). Try- 
ing a first run and repeat as ex- 
periment; about $13,000. Last week 
‘Das Alte Lied’ (Lola Kreutzberg) 
feeble near $1,200. 

Loew’s State (2,780; 30-50)— 
‘Emma’ (M-G) and vaude. Dressler 
will be strong at near $25,000. Last 
week ‘West of Broadway’ (M-G), 
with Conrad Nagel in person, good 
at $20,000. 

Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248; 15- 
25-50-60)—‘Lullaby’ (Par) and 
vaude. Possibly too highbrow but 
should reach $16,500. Last week 
‘Tomorrow’ (Par) tear $14,000. 
Proctor (RKO) (2,300; 25-40-50- 
60)—‘Panama Flo’ (Pathe) and 
vaude. Larry Rich’s show opening 
with five a day and should reach at 
least 20,000. Last week Miils 
Brothers with ‘Woman Commands’ 
(Radio) splendid at $25,000. 
Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 15-25) 
—‘Prestige’ (Pathe) and ‘In Line of 
Duty’ (Monogram), with ‘High Pres- 
sure’ (WB) and ‘Grief Street’ (Ches- 
terfield) on split. Not likely to pass 
$4,000. Last week ‘Dance Team’ 
(Fox) and ‘Secret Menace’ (Car- 
dinal) with ‘Age for Love’ (UA) and 
‘Sporting Chance’ (Peerless) got 
most of trade the first half; almost 
$4,000, 


‘Greeks’ $8,300, Louisville, 
As Biz Holds Normally 


Louisville, Feb. 29. 

Battle for supremacy looms as 
rumors are that Brown plans to 
bring RKO vaude in competition 
with Rialto’s Fanchon & Marco 
units. But Rialto may want to go 
back to RKO sooner or later. 

Strand created interest in ‘Man 
Who Played God’ by inviting all 
ministers to preview two days be- 
fore opening. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (3,252; 25-35-50-60) 
‘Greeks’ (UA). Fair at $8,300. Last 
week ‘Freaks’ (M-G) $5,300. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,865; 25- 
35-50) ‘Man Who Played God’ 
(WB). A good $8,000. Last week 
‘Shanghai Express’ (Par) $8,100. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (2,910; 35- 
50-60) ‘Forbidden’ (Col.) and unit. 
Will see 4$9,800, fair. Last week 
‘Millionaire’ (Fox) $7,600. 

Brown (2,100; 20-30-40) ‘Hatchet 
Man’ (FN). Fair near $5,200. Last 
week ‘Peach o’ Reno’ (Radio) $6,- 
000. 

Alamo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 15- 
25-40) ‘Gay Caballero’ (Fox). An 
average $3,300. Last week ‘Nice 
Women’ (Fox) $3,100. 








Bros. on stage and ‘Big Shot’ 
(Pathe) pulled great $17,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,270; 35-60)— 
‘Lady With Past’ (Pathe) and stage 
band. Duke Ellington's second week 
and building nicely at $19,000, Last 
week ‘Ladies of Jury’ (Radio) and 
Ellington an okay $14,000, much 
higer than house average, 

Paramount (Fox) (2,700; 35-50}— 
‘Lullaby’ (Par). Just a fair $12,000. 
Second week of ‘Mata Hari’ drew 
$13,500. 

United Artists (1,200; 25-40-60)— 
‘Arrowsmith’ (UA) (4th week)—On 
$7,000 good stays fifth week. Third 
week was $8,500. 


Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 30-60)— 
‘Hatchet Man’ (WB) and _ “°stage 
show. Near $21,000 expected. Last 


week ‘Plumber’ (M-G) swell, $24,000. 

Warners (1,365; 35-50-60) — ‘Man 
Who Played God’ (WB). 
Arliss getting $12,000. Last week 
‘Expert’ (WB) did $8,000. 





Tacoma Average 


Tacoma, Feb. 29. 

Not so good this week, except for 
Arliss at the Blue Mouse. Playing 
day and date with Music Box, Se- 
attle, both Hamrick houses. 

Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 25-60)— 
‘Heaven on Earth’ (U) and vaude, 
and ‘Fireman’ (FN) last half. All 
for $4,500, fair. Last week ‘Law and 
Order (U) and ‘Lady with Past’ 
(Pathe) fair at $4,900. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 25- 

35-50) —‘Man Who Played God’ 
(WB). Going oke to $3,500. Last 
week, also good, ‘Arrowsmith’ (UA) 
at $3,600. 
Rialto (Fox) (1,200;.25-50)—‘“Dance 
Team’ (Fox), ‘Ladies of Big House’ 
(Par), and ‘Road to Reno’ (Par). 
Three way split for $4,000, fair. Last 
week ‘Shanghai Express’ (Par), 
‘Madelon  Claudet’ (M-G), and 
‘Cheat’ (Par), a nice $4,250. 








Pitt in Despair; 
Neither Penn Nor 
Stan Over $21,000 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 29. 
Gloom will continue here this 
week. Alibis flying thick and fast, 
from Lent to Ziegfeld’s ‘Hot-Cha,’ 
but nobody has thought of the in- 
come tax. 
Fulton, alone, is showing signs of 
life with ‘Lady Witha Past.’ Opened 
Thursday moderately, but Friday 
and Saturday were two biggest days 
in month. Indications of an excel- 
lent $9,250 and possibility of a hold- 
over. 
After hitting a two-year low with 
‘Freaks,’ Penn figured on comeback 
with ‘Shanghai Express,’ but Diet- 
rich, despite rave notices, appar- 
ently hasget caught on too strongly 
here yet and film signifies no more 
than ordinary $21,500. Stanley, with 
‘Fireman Save My Child’ and Hor- 
ace Heidt, unlikely to climb out of 
the rut either. May equal the Penn 
figure, but no more. 

Estimates for This Week 
Davis (WB) (1,750; 10-15-25-35- 
50), ‘Unexpected Father’ (U). Will 
be lucky to reach $3,000. Last week 
— Age’ (Par) slightly under 
that, 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,800; 10-15- 
25-35-50). ‘Lady With Past’ (Pathe). 
Doing very well and sailing along 
for $9,250, excellent; may hold for 
fortnight. Last week ‘Stepping Sis- 
ters’ (Fox) not so forte, $5,500. 
Harris (WB) (1,800; 10-15-25-35- 
40), ‘Caballero’ (Fox). Sharp re- 
cession noted at this Diamond street 
grind; George O’Brien usually big 
b.o. here, but plenty off now; no 
more than $2,800. Last week ‘Girl 
of Rio’ (Radio) and ‘Cannon Ball 
Express’ (Sono-Art) unable to bet- 
ter $2,650. 

Penn (Loew-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
60-75), ‘Shanghai Express’ (Par) 
and stage show. Rave notices but 
b.o. pace a disappointment; Dietrich 
has consistently failed to mean any- 
thing locally; around very ordinary 
$21,500. Last week ‘Freaks’ (M-G) 
and Joe Cook on stage, $16,000, 
worst here in a couple of years. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-60), 
‘Fireman’ (FN) and stage show. 
Little likelihood of bettering $21,000. 
Last week ‘Tomorrow’ (Par) about 
the same, 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50), 
‘Man Who Played God’ (WB) (2d 
week). Sharp decline always noted 
here at end of fortnight sessions; 
about $8,000 for closing stanza. 
Last week around $15,000, good. 


P’LAND SEES NICE BIZ; 
$12,500 FOR ‘PLEASURE’ 


: Portland, Ore., Feb. 2%. 

Picture grosses are generally up 
this week. 

‘Shanghai Express,’ at the Par- 
amount, boosted that house back to 
the ald high levels last week and 
theatre is following up this week 
with ‘Business and Pleasure,’ and 
doing well. ‘Express’ is at the Unit- 
ed Artists for a second week. Or- 
pheum has ‘Lady With a Past’ and 
getting okay results. 

Broadway failed to get going with 
‘Freaks’ last week. House has 
‘Broken Lullaby’ this week and do- 
ing fairly. 

Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-60)— 
‘Lady With Past’ (Pathe) and vaude. 
Getting over fairly for $8,500. Last 
week ‘Rue Morgue’ (U) only $6,900. 

Paramount (Fox-Portland) (3,000; 
25-30)—‘Business and Pleasure’ 
(Fox) with F-M_ unit. 1oing for 
neat $12,500. Last week ‘Shanghai 
Express’ (Par) clicked for big $14,- 
000 and moved to U. A. 

Broadway (Fox-Portland) (2,000: 
25-60)—Broken Lullaby’ (Par). Do- 
ing fairly, $7,500. Last week ‘Freaks’ 
(M-G) a poor $6,000. 

United Artists (Fox-Portland) (1,- 











000; 25-60)—‘Shanghai Express’ 
(Par). Okay at $5,000. Last week 
‘Hell Divers’ (M-G), third week, 
$4.000, 





Music Box (Hamrick) (2,000; 25- 


George | 35)—‘Man Who Played God’ (WB). 


Second week going for nice $6,000. 
First week $9,500, very big. 


INDIANAPOLIS SLOW 


‘Witness’ $10,000 O. K.—‘Fireman’ at 
$17,000 Is Fair 








Indianapolis, Feb. 29. 


Business is still slow. Warm 
weather, however, is aiding. Arliss 
film at the Apolio seems to be in 
for a good week and may get a 
chance for a holdover. 

Last week ‘No One Man’ (Par) 
was pulled out for a two-day show- 
ing of the German film, ‘Private 
Secretary.’ Patronage was fair after 
change. Lyric, with all vaude bill, 
sticks to fine attendance. 

Indiana, now straight sound, has 
‘Girl Crazy,’ in its tab form, coming 
in Friday (4) for a full week. 

Estimates for This Week 





Lyric (Fourth Ave.) vaudfilm 
(2,600; 25-35-50)—‘Silent Witness’ 
(Fox). Will reach $10,000, good. 


Last week ‘Fine Women’ (U) closed 
at $9,500. 

Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25- 
$5-50)—"Man Who Played God’ 
(WB). Will reach $8,000, oke for 
this house. Last week ‘Millionaire’ 
(Fox) fell despite feminine pull; 
closed at $5,000, 

Palace (Loew) (2,800; 25-35-50)— 
‘Polly of Circus’ (M-G). May climb 
to $7,500 because of Gable-Davies. 
Last week ‘Freaks’ (M-G)_ too 
heavy, closed at poor $5,500. 

Indiana (Publix) (3,300; 25-35-50) 
—Fireman’ (FN). May click for 
fair $17,000. Last week ‘Shanghai 
Express’ (Par), in nine days, pulled 
$22,000. 

Circle (Publix) (2,600; 25-35-50) 
—Safe in Hell’ (FN). May take 
$4,500, but will have to climb plenty. 
‘No One Man’ (Par) pulled early 
last week got $2,000; ‘Private Secre- 
tary,’ in two days, $1,700. 


BALTO STILL SPOTTY; 
‘EXPRESS’ OVER $19,000 


Baltimore, Feb. 29. 

The Rivoli, which goes on the 
block March 8, is being renied out 
meanwhile for a double bill of men 
only and women only sex scenarios. 
First time in history for this once 
deluxer. It’s still a battle of stage 
names at the combos, with stage 
fare being played up ahead of 
screen celebs. Loew is bringing on 
Hollywood gpersonalities; Keith’s 
has been leaning to radio lights. 
The Hipp has featured a number of 
legit names. No doubt the com- 





petition is affecting straight film 
spots. 
Biz is fluctuating wildly here 


Stanley is the most erratic. ‘Freaks’ 
last week dove to $14,000 here but 
‘Shanghai Express’ should get biz 
currently. 
Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew-UA) ‘Beast of 
City’ (M-G) (38,200; 25-60) and 
stage show. Looks like good week; 
Jean Harlow on stage and screen 
a definite reason; possibly $22,000. 
‘Greeks’ (UA) last week very much 
okay with James Hall on stage; 
$23,500. 

Stanley (Loew, Stanley-Crandall) 


‘Shanghai Express’ (Par) (3,600; 
25-60). While Dietrich no b.o. riot 


here in previous pictures, timeliness 
of subject counted on to get trade; 
seems better than $19,000. Last 
week ‘Freaks’ (M-G) too gruesome 
and low at $14,000. 

Valencia (Loew-UA) ‘Arrow- 
smith’ (UA) (1,200; 25-35). Drew 
well at Stanley and looks satisfac- 
tory here; $3,200. Last week ‘To- 


morrow’ (Par) got pretty fair 
$2,900. 
Parkway (Loew-UA) ‘Arrow- 


smith’ (UA) (1,000; 25-35). 300d 
film for this select uptown stand; 


should find nice $4,200. ‘Tomorrow,’ 
last week, $3,800. 

New (Mechanic) ‘Millionaire’ 
(Fox) (1,800; 25-50). Feeling com- 


petition from combos; but $1,000 
fair enough, ‘Business and Pleas- 
ure’ (Fox), last week, $7,500. 

Hipp (Rappaport) ‘The Run- 
around’ and vaude (2,500; 25-50). 
Appears steady and possibly $15,- 
000. Last week ‘Lady with Past’ 
(Pathe) $14,700 with Leon Janney 
on stage, 

Rivoli (Rome) ‘Fools of Passion’ 
and ‘Damaged Souls’ (1,800: 25-40). 
Sex double bill to segregated audi- 
ences; may get some trade for 
$4,500. ‘Feathered Serpent’ last 
week, last of old policy, off at $3,200. 

Keith’s (Schanbergers) ‘Hus- 
band’s Holiday’ (Par) and vaude 
(2,500; 25-50). Off to good start 
and maybe $12,000. ‘Hig Pressure’ 
(WB) last week, and ‘Sisters of 
Skillet’ heading stage bill, good and 
$16,000 claimed. 





HOLMES’ POETIC TROUPE 
Hollywood, Feb. 29. 
First three of the Ben Holmes- 
Leigh Jason series of famous poems 
shorts got started at Standard 
Studio. Hclmes directs. 
‘Whispering Bill,’ with Chic Sale. 
‘Lasca’ with Hobart Bosworth, and 
‘Some Little Bug’ with Louise 
Lazenda, are the starters. ‘Casey at 
the Bat,’ with James Gleason, will 
jfollow. No release set yet. 
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Burly Dancer > 


And ‘Lullaby’ 
$24,000, Minn. 


Minneapolis, Feb. 29. 

Business is going along very well, 
But the boys have been fooled too 
often by temporary spurts, so 
they’re taking nothing for granted, 

Business was eminently satisface 
tory last week and seems all right 
currently. This week’s leaders are 
‘Broken Lullaby,’ ‘Lady With Past,’ 
‘Taxi’ and ‘Gay Caballero.’ The first 
named, at the Minnesota, was given 
tremendous exploitation, which 
helped it to a fine opening. It also 
marks date of Hinda Wausau, bure- 
lesque strip dancer, in this deluxe 
house. Doing okay. 

‘Arrowsmith’ reopens the U. A, 
Pantages Wednesday (2) and a run 
of at least two weeks is indicated, 
Fact that the author is a Minne- 
sotan, and that some of the scenes 
are laid in Minneapolis, will evoke 
interest here. 

Local film circles still groggy over 
the surprising gross garnered by 
‘Unexpected Father’ at the Lyric 
last week. That unpretentious come 
edy copped nearly $6,500, giving the 
house its biggest seven days since 
the establishment of a 35-cent top. 

Estimates for This Week 


Minnesota (Publix) (4,200; 75)— 
‘Broken Lullaby’ (Par) and stage 
show. Picture sold heavily to pub- 
lic; Hindu Wausau, dancer from the 
burlesque house here, making her 
first appearance in a deluxe film 





house, and going over nicely. Looks 
like a good $24,000. Last week 


‘Shanghai Express’ (Par) built nice- 
ly and finished to good $25,000. 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,890; 50)~ 
‘Lady With Past’ (Pathe) and 
vaude. Constance Bennett a card 


and picture liked. May reach $14,< 
000, good. Last week ‘Man Who 
Played God’ (WB) proved magnet, 
around $13,000. 

State (Publix) (2,200; 50)—-‘Taxi’ 
(WB). Cagney eradually building 
local following; should finish pretty 


well for $6,000. Fair. Last week 
‘Millionaire’ (Fox) around $4,500, 
poor, 

Pantages (UA) (1,400; 50). After 


months of darkness, due to lack of 


product, reopens with invitation 
preview of ‘Arrowsmith’ (UA) and 
then indefinite run stariing mid- 
week, 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35)—‘Gay 
Caballero’ (Fox). George O’Brien 
and western spell coin at_ this 


house; should hit $4,500. Last week 
‘Unexpected Father’ (U) almost 
$6,500; tremendous, 


Aster (Publix) (900; 25)—‘Makers 
of Men’ (Col) and ‘House Divided’ 
(U), split. Maybe $1,000, not so 
good. Last week, revival week, 
around $2,500, fine. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 25)—‘Mata 
Hari’ (M-G). Second loop run and 
playing full week to about $2,000, 
good. Last week, ‘Private Lives’ 
(M-G) and ‘Forbidden’ (Col), split, 
$1,400, fair. ‘Forbidden’ getting bet- 
ter play of two. 


‘LOST SQUADRON’ OKE 
IN CAPITAL—$17,500 


Washington, Feb. 29. 

Rushed in on short notice ‘Lost 
Squadron,’ at Keith’s, is stepping 
out to run up a high total. Palace 
is also getting back into its stride 
this week with ‘Emma’ booked in 
to take away the taste of last 
week’s bad showing of ‘Freaks.’ 
Earle, with ‘Shanghai Gesture’ and 
vaude, doing well, too. 

Fox is trying to save things witi 
a personal appearance of El Bren- 
del, while the Met is holding ‘Man 
Who Played God’ for a_ second 
week, as is the Rialto with ‘Rue 
Morgue, 

Estimates for This Week 

Columbia (Loew) (1,323; 35-50), 
‘Tiell Divers’ (M-G). Into second 
week to about $7,000. Last week 





$13,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,000: 25-35), 
‘Shanghai Gesture’ (Par) and 
vaude. Should get about $17,090. 


Last week ‘Fireman’ (FN), $19,500. 
Fox (2,434; 25-35-50), ‘Gay Cabal- 
lero’ (Fox) and stage show. El 
Brendel in person; should run 
about $20,000. Last week ‘Million- 
aire’ (Fox) maybe $21,000, weak. 

Met (WB) (1,624; 25-35-50-75), 
‘Man Who Played God’ (WEB). In 
second week near $7,000. Last week 
about $11,000. 

Rialto—‘Rue Morgue’ 
ond week about $6,000. 
near $9,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,875: 35-50), 
‘Lost Squadron’ (Radio) and vau/le. 
Irene Rich on stage; headed for 
another big $17,500. Last week 
‘Lady With Past’ (Pathe) also 


(U). 
Last week 


Sec- 





strong near $17,000. 
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Polly’ $29,000—Strangers’ $36,000: 
‘Lullaby’ Paces to Good $26,000 as 
Chicago Picture Totals Level Off 





Chicago, Feb. 29. 

Though the picture houses are 
picking up somewhat over the pre- 
vious week the totals currently will 
not rate at anything more than 
average. Nothing in town with a 
gock tendency. 

The big Chicago will take the 
head spot. Show here is a last 
minute switch from the Oriental. 
Flicker is ‘Strangers in Love’ (Par), 
formerly labelled ‘Intimate. Was 
spotted for the Oriental but changed 
when B. & K. decided its tone was 
a bit too smart for the flapper trade 
at the lesser house. 

Switch sent ‘Polly of the Circus’ 
fo the Oriental, the Clark Gable 
name figured as best for the gals. 
Gable is being plugged above Mar- 
jon Davies in all the B. & K. regu- 
lar ads, although the Davies’ name 
gets the big type in the Hearst 
splurges and M-G posters. 

‘Broken Lullaby’ is not strong at 
MecVicker’s in comparison to other 
flickers at this house, but its local 
opening is rated good. Much earn- 
est exploitation on this film. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (Publix-B. & K.) (4,000; 
§0-75-85)—‘Strangers in Love’ (Par) 
and stage show. Flicker title 
ehanged from ‘Intimate.’ On the 
stage there’s value in the Tashman 
label and the radio tags of Sims and 
Zailey. Started cleanly and looks 
capable of pulling to $36,000, oke. 
Last week ‘Business and Pleasure’ 
(Fox) was a bad Rogers disappoint- 
ment at a lifeless $31,900. 

McVickers (Publix-B. & K.) (2,- 
200; 50-75-85) —Broken Lullaby’ 
(Par). B. & K. spending much coin 
and efforts to hold this one, and got 
it started better than elsewhere, Not 
a flap in a houseful, but managing 
to indicate a fair $26,000 from more 
mature trade. Last week ‘Hell 
Divers’ (M-G) finished a good three 
weeks’ residence at fair enough $14,- 
200. ‘Man Who Played God’ (WB) 
next. 

Oriental (Publix-B. & K.) (3,200; 
§0-75-85)—Polly of Circus’ (M-G) 
and stage show. Gable boosted above 
Davies to corral the younger gals. 
Indicates enough s. a. to make the 
grade for $28,000. Last week Cab 
Calloway band finished a fortnight 
With the aid of ‘Millionaire’ (Fox) 
at pleasant $29,800. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-75-85)— 
‘Woman Commands’ (Radio) and 
vaude. Negri flicker originally slat- 
ed for State-Lake. Picture is get- 
ting the main ad say this week for 
the first time, since there’s no stand- 
out labels in the vaude line. Hope 
is to benefit by the personal Pola 
Negri made at the Oriental a couple 
of weeks ago. Fairly profitable ses- 
sion at $24,000. Last week ‘Silent 
Witness’ (Fox) didn’t mean any- 
thing, $21,700. 

Roosevelt (Publix-B. & K.) (1,500; 
§0-75-85)—‘Shanghai Express’ (Par). 
Doing real trade of the loop. Open- 
ing stanza q nifty $25,200, and for 
current follow-up looks good for 
$17,000. Ready to round out three 
weeks, 

State-Lake (RKO) (2,700; 50-75- 
85)—‘Lady With Past’ (Pathe). 
House back in doldrums again and 
more talk of vaude. Constance Ben- 
nett did only $18,500 first week and 
not more than $11,000 on current 
and final week. ‘Lost Squadron’ 
(Radio) in Wed. (2). 

United Artists (Publix-UA) (1,700; 
50-75-85) —‘Arrowsmith’ (UA). By 
careful consideration of all sales 
angles remains for three weeks. 
Second week turned out neatly at 
$21,000, and for final on its way to 
g00d enough $14,000. ‘Greeks’ (UA) 
enters Friday (4). 

Punch and Judy (Burstyn) (365; 
50-75)—‘Road to Life’ (Sovkino). 
After a good week at the loop Apol- 
lo, managed to move to this out-of- 
the-way spot and gather fine $2,600. 
Will stay another session here be- 
fore switching, and indicates oke 
$1,500 for current stay. 


B’klyn | Wis Rechonent: 
‘Lullaby’ a Good $45,000 


Brooklyn, Feb. 29. 
It may be Lent or the income tax, 
or both, but whatever it is business 
is absent, Par looks best with 
K+ tg Lullaby,’ and not very ex- 
sling, 
Estimates for This Week 


Pararrount (4,200: 25-35-50-75- 
. ' ‘Broken Lullaby’ (Par) and 
my ise show. Rave notices and per- 
Bape a good $45,000. Last week 
‘OW With ‘Nice Women’ (UU) $30,100. 
Fox | 1,000; 25-35-50-65) ‘Mil- 
“+ n lire’ (Fox) and stage show 
“(ruseling for a mild $20,000. Last 


week bad with ‘Business and Pleas- 
(Fox) $18,300. 


ure’ 


= plbee (3.500; 25-35-50-75) ‘Final 
oe (Col) and vaude. Pat 
woney 


+ 








VAUDELESS ’HAM 


Trade Still Dull—'Exprese’ $8,000 at 
Alabama—Morgue $5,300 


Birmingham, Feb. 29. 
First week without vaude any- 
where in town, it having vanished 
from the Alabama last week. “Shan- 
hai Express’ and ‘Rue Morgue’ are 
topping. 

As a whole, though, business for 
the past three weeks has been puny. 
Estimates for This Week 

Alabama (Publix) (2,800; 25-35- 
50)—‘Shaighai Express’ (Par), Cer- 
tain to bounce up before week is 
over; first week without vaude, 
$9,000. Last week ‘Broken Lullaby’ 
(Par) was sickly around $8,000 with 
vaude, 


Ritz (RKO) (1,600; 25-40)—‘Rue 
Morgue’ (U). Swell week at $5,300; 
house across Way cutting vaude go- 
ing to help here. Last week ‘Lady 
With a Past’ (Pathe) a little bet- 
ter than usual, $4,700. 

Strand ‘BTAC) (800: 25-40)— 


‘Misbehaving Ladies’ (FN) and Tu- 
lane USC football game. Football 
picture a bit late; maybe $4,500. 
Last week ‘Kiss Me Again’ and ’No 
One Man’ (Par), $4,600. 


Empire (BTAC) (1,100; 25-50)— 
‘Hatchet Man’ (WB), Robinson 
is liked here, $4,700. Last week 


‘Union Depot’ 
ticed, $4,400. 


(FN) was little no- 


Galax (BTAC) (500; 15-25)— 
‘Reckless Living’ (U) and “Safe in 
Hell’ (FN), another split. Latter 


picture okay, mild $900. Last week 
‘The Bargain’ (FN) and ‘Silent Wit- 
ness’ also $900. 


‘SQUADRON’ AT $15,000 
FOR ALBEE IN PROV. 


Providence, Feb. 29. 

Picture houses are still having 
heavy grief. Can't seem to escape 
the jinx that moved in when the 
Albee went vaude. House has been 
the leader for over a month, with 
hardly any competition except from 
Fays, also using vaude. 

Picture sites also have burlesque 
at the Modern, to contend with. 
This theatre is doing exceptional 
business, and furnishing some more 
alibis for the exhibitors. 

Estimates for This Week 

RKO Albee (2,500; 15-60)—‘Lost 
Squadron’ (Radio) and vaude. 
House continues lead by confortable 
margin! this week’s screen and 
show strong and house aiming for 
fine $15,000. Last week ‘Lady With 
Past’ (Pathe); a fine $16,000. 

Fay’s (1,600; 15-50)—One Man 
Law’ (Col) and vaude. With Buck 
Jones in person with his picture; 
should reach $7,500 easily. Last 
week ‘Gay Caballero’ (Fox) and 
Gilda Gray on stage, another swell 
week, $7,200. 

Loew’s State (3,500; 





20-50-75)— 


‘Polly of Circus’ (M-G). Clark 
Gable may get this house to an 
even break for first time in five 


weeks; business has been very low 
because of strong competition; not 
expected to go over $13,000 with 
this one, Last week ‘Freaks’ (M-G) 
slid terribly; low at $8,000. 

Paramount (2,200; 15-50) 
‘Strangers in Love’ (Par). So-so 
and probably will tilt $7,500. Last 
week ‘Wayward’ (Par) and Lina 
Basquette in person swelled house 
for $9,700. 


_— 


Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-50)— 
‘Millionaire’ (Fox) and ‘Subway 
Sally.’ First feature doing all the 


work: can’t hope for anything bet- 
ter than $8,000. Last week ‘Man 
Who Played God’ (WB), $9,000. 
RKO Victory (1,600; 10-35) ‘Ex- 
plorers of World.’ All sorts of tie- 
in on fact that one 


ups; crashed 

of explorers a former Providence 
boy; should do aroun” $5,000. Last 
week ‘Private Scandal’ (Tiff) and 


‘Without Honor,’ just mild, $2,700. 


CARROLL NYE BANKRUPT 
Hollywood Feb. 29. 
Carroll Nye, actor, has filed bank- 


ruptcy, listing $1,100 in liabilities, 
including a promise to pay his 
mother’s rent of $149. Assets of 


$585 includes $509 in life insurance. 





Last week ‘Lady with Past’ (Pathe) 
$29,300, good. 

Loew’s Met (2.500; 25-35-50) 
‘Lovers Courageous’ (SI-G) and 
vaude Sue Carol and Nick Stuart 
in person: mild for $17,000. La 
weel ‘Emma’ (M-G) good at 
$95, 000, 

Strand (2.000: 25-25-50) ‘Expert’ 
(WB). Slow for weak $11,000. Last 


week ‘Firemen’ (FN) all 


on stage tor medium $20,000. | $17,500. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


FEMME NAMES IN N. 0. 


Fair $13,000—‘Lady’ $14,000. 


New Orleans, Feb, 29, 


Marlene Dietrich, Constance Ben- 
nett and Marion Davies are in a box 
office duel here this week. Dietrich 
and ‘Shanghai Express’ are in front. 
3ut ‘Lady With a Past’ is bringing 
the Orpheum its best business in 
months. 

Miss Davies has Clark 
aid in ‘Polly of the Circus’ at Loew’s 
although the combination is just 
about managing to make the grade 
Another Bennett (Joan) is at the 
Strand in ‘She Wanted a Million- 
aire.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Saenger (3,000; 
Express’ (Par). Looks like $17,000, 
excellent. Last week ‘Man 
Played God’ (WB) $15,000, good. 

Loew’s State (3,200; 60)—‘Polly of 
Circus’ (M-G). Will see fair $13,000, 
with Gable’s popularity helping. 
‘Broken Lullaby’ (Par) also $13,000 
last week. 

Orpheum (2,400; 60)—‘Lady With 
Past’ (Pathe). Connie Bennett a 
draw here and business may run to 
fine $14,000. Last week ‘Rue Morgue 





Gable to 


(U) a fair $9,000. 

Strand (1,800; 60)—‘Millionaire 
(Fox). With Joan Bennett, but op 
posish from femme competitors 
hurting, $2,000. Last week ‘Hig! 


Pressure’ (WB) fair at $2,400. 
Tudor (800; 35)—X Marks 

(Tif). Looks like healthy $ 

Last week ‘Taxi’ (WB), $2,100. 


ST. L. HOUSES RUNNING 
EVEN AROUND $20,000 


99 


Spot’ 


2,300 








St. Louis, Feb. 

Ideal spring weather over week- 
end filled the golf courses, congested 
the automobile drives and emptied 
a lot of seats in the picture the- 
atres. Nothing particularly out- 
standing on the week's bills and 
doesn’t look as if any one house will 
stand out this week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,000; 25- 
35-50) —‘Greeks’ (UA). Doing fairly 
well and may get $15,000. Last week 
‘Freaks’ (M-G). 

Ambassador (Par) (3,000; 35-50- 
65)—‘Tomorrow’ (Par). Cliff Ed- 
wards on stage and about $21,000 
due. Last week ‘Shaighai Express’ 
(Par) got big $31,000. 

Fox (6,000; 25-35-50) —‘Gay Cabal- 
lero’ (Fox). Charley Chase in per- 
son, also Eddie Peabody; may bring 
in $15,000. Last week ‘Nice Women’ 
(Col) $23,000. 

St. Louis (RKO) (5,000; 25-35-50) 
—‘Impatient Maiden.’ Helen Kane 
as vaude headliner but only around 
fair $13,500. Last week ‘Panama 
Flo’ (Pathe) $22,200. 

Missouri (Par) (3,500; 25-35-50)— 
‘Strangers in Love’ (Par) and ‘Sec- 
ret Witness’ (Col). Frederic March 
name in former may put week’s 
gross up around $11,000. Last week 
‘Behind Mask’ (Col) and ‘Three 
Wise Girls’ (Par) got $9,800, 


Philly Improves a Bit; 
Fireman’ Near $39,000 


Philadelphia, Feb. 29. 

Business was terrible last week 
after Monday (Washington’s Birth- 
day), with most of the larger down- 
town film houses taking it on the 
chin plenty. This week an improve- 
ment is expected in some quarters, 
but indications point to some more 
light trade. 

‘Man I Killed,’ S-W playing the 
new title, ‘Broken Lullaby,’ down 
as small as possible, got rave no- 
tices. May not hold up to its orig- 
inal pace very long, but its first 
week should be good for $20,000. 
Joe Brown's ‘Fireman’ is the Mast- 
baum picture and the towns big- 





gest film house again has a stage 
show lacking names and getting 
little attention in the billing. Prob- 


ably around $39,000 here, a slight 
gain. 

Fox looks none too strong with 
Ben Lyon’s personal appearance 
riven precedence over the _ film, 
‘Theaters at Play.’ ‘Man Who 
Played God’ is doubtful of a third 
week at the Boyd. 

The Earle has one of those ‘local 
product’ shows which are always 
hard to figure. It's called ‘The 
All-Philadelphia Frolic,’ staged by 
Victor Hyde. There are five vaude 
acts in addition and the picture is 
X Marks Spot.’ 

Estimates for This Week 


Dietrich’s $17,000 Leading—‘Polly’ 


Who |} 


|} Looks for good 
| $15,500 





DENVER ORPH., $17,500 





—‘Caballero’ OK, $8,000 
| Denver, Feb. 29. 
| This is third week of new 
| Orpheum and, with the Denver, only 
jfirst runs here with stage shows. 
| Getting closer together to grosses. 

‘Manhattan Parade’ nose dived at 
Rialto for record low for three days 
and vanked. ‘Shanghaied Love’ finish 
week. Perfect spring weather with 
; thermometer hittin; near 70 daily 
| keeping people in open. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 35-50- 
75) Impatient Maiden’ (U). Fair 
at $5,000. ‘Man Who Played God 
(WRB) big last week and will be 
given run at Rialto within week or 
two, 

Denver (Publix) (2,300; 
—Broken Lullaby’ (Par) 
$15,000. 
‘Shanghai 


60) — ‘Shanghai | 








25-40-65) 
and unit. 
Last week 
for Express’ 
(Par). 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40- 
65)—‘Ladies of Jury’ (Radio) and 
vaude. A fine $17,500. Last week 
‘Lady with Past’ (Pathe) $19,000 


Paramount (Publix) (2,000; 25-35- 
50)—‘No One Man’ (Par). Weak on 
$6,500. Last week ‘Safe in Hell’ 


(FN), $7,800. 


Rialto (Huffman) (900; 20-25-40) 
50)—‘Manhattan Parade’ (WB), 3 
days; ‘Shanghaied Love’ (Col) 4 


days. Will show $2,860. Last week 
‘Lasca’ a fair $3,500. 

Tabor (Huffman) (2,000; 25-35-50) 
—‘Gay Caballero’ (Fox). <A good 
$8,000. Last week $9,000 for ‘Rue 
Morgue’ (U). 


FAIR TRADE IN CINCY; 
‘POLLY’ AROUND $9,500 


Cincinnati, Feb. 29. 


Exceptionally good pictures at the 
downtown houses this week, but re- 
turns indicate only fair business. 

Ziegfeld ‘Follies,’ at Erlanger- 
Grand,’ and Jack Dempsey hippo- 
droming at Music Hall Thursday 
night (3) won't help cinema pa- 
tronage. 

Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-65)— 
‘Panama Flo’ (Pathe) and vaude. 
Camel radio act an aid for fair 
$26,500. Last week ‘Fireman’ (FN) 
$25,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 30-50)— 
‘Arrowsmith’ (UA). For fair $15,- 
000. Last week ‘Shanghai Ex: ress’ 
(Par) $17,500. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,285; 30-50)—‘Man 
Who Played God’ (WB). Moderate 
at $10,000. Last week ‘Lady with 
Past’ (Pathe) $12,000. 

Capitoi (RKO) (2,200; 30-50)— 
‘Polly of Circus’ (M-G). An aver- 
age $9,500. Last week ‘Strangers in 
Love’ (Par) $9,000. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,600; 25-40)— 
‘Forbidden’ (Col). Good on $4,000. 
Last week ‘Plumber’ (M-G) $6,500. 

Strand (RKO) (1,350; 25-40)— 
‘Beast of City’ (M-G), with Valjien, 
numerologist, as personal attraction. 
Disappointing at poor $2,000. Last 
week ‘Cock of the ‘ir’ and Jack 
Dempsey short $3,000. 

Family (RKO _ (1,000; 15-25)— 
‘Gay Caballero’ (Fox) and ‘Sunset 
Trail’ (Tif). At $3,200, good. Last 
week ‘Murder at Dawn’ (Fischer) 
and ‘Cannonball Express’ (Tif), $2,- 
7060. 








AFTER GIBBONS’ ‘NAP’ 


Floyd Gibbons’ novel, ‘The Red 
Napoleon,’ is being angled for by 
major companies with road show 
intent. 

Written three years ago as a 
magazine serial, story has run 
through several editions as a novel. 
Gibbons is now in China for Hearst. 





$19,500 probably. Last week ‘Gay 
Caballero’ (Fox) and El Brendel in 
person, near $20,500. 

| Boyd (2,400; 35-50-75), ‘Man Who 
Played God’ (WB). Arliss picture 
should get close to $15,900 in second 








right at} Picture figured weak 


Mastbaum (4,800; 35-50-75), ‘Fire- 
man’ (FN) and stage show. Jos 
Lrown looks fairly strong; for sec- 
ond week in row stage lacks names; 


$39,090 likely. ‘Tomorrow’ 
under $38,000 last weet 
4 
ow 


near 


(Par) just 


Stanley (3,700; 35-50-75), ‘Broker 
Lullaby’ (Par). Billed here as ‘Man 
I Killed’ and great notices; okay at 
$20,000 or better. Last week ‘Hell 


Divers’ (M-G) dropped to $15,000 in 
second week and wasn't figured 
strong enough for third 

Fox (3,000; 35-50-75), ‘Cl 
at Play’ (Fox) and 


eaters 
stace show. 


personal ap- 


| pearance of Ben Lyon should help; 


$20,000 last week. 
arle (2,000; 25-65), 
Spot’ (Tiff) and vaude. 


ir ™X Marks 
Bill headed 


' 
| by All-Philadelphia Frolic’ local 
| product; $21,000 likely. ‘Plumber’ 
(M-G) got $22,000 last week. 
" | Stanton (1,700; 25-65), ‘Rue 
1 | Morgue’ (U). Held for second week 
|although not very strong; $7,900. 
| First six days $9,500. 
| Kariton (1,000; 50), “‘Tomerrow’ 
(Par). Moved from Mastbaum and 
l ought to get $4,500. ‘Age for Love’ 
(UA) $3,500 last week. 
| Arcadia (600; 50), ‘Lovers Coura- 
' 
} 


(M-G) sho 
}000. ‘Big Parade’ 
jlast week, $2,500. 


uld get sound $3 
(M-G) 


; 
geous 


slumped 


Publix Denver $15,000 on ‘Lullaby’ | 


Blame Lent and Income Tax as 


N. Y. Films Droop; ‘Lupin’ Is Up 
Front, $73,000—Express’ $40,000 


Third week of the Lenten pertod 
is getting in its damaging licks 
;along the big street, while income 


| 
i 


| 
| 


| 


tax time approaches and also hurts. 

Rialto, with ‘Shanghai Express,’ is 
hitting for $40,000 on second \-:eek, 
and Capitol, with two Barrymores 
in ‘Arsene Lupin,’ indicates $73,000 
and holdover. These are 
the best at present. First 
seven and a half days of ‘Shanghai’ 
brought a big $64,600. 

Paramount may strike near $57,- 


possible 


street s 


000 on ‘Broken Lullaby’ (Par) and 
has been spending plenty on the 
picture, 

Two pictures are vacating runs 
j}this week, ‘Hatchet Man’ departing 
from the Winter Garden tomorrow 
|(Wednesday), and ‘Arrowsmith’ 
| winding up five weeks same day at 
} the Rivoli ‘Alias the Doctor’ (FN), 
with Dick Barthelmess, moves into 
jthe Garden, and ‘Sky Devils’ (UA) 
lights at the Riv. 


| 


Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,102; $1-$2), ‘Hell Divers’ 
(M-G) (10th week). No date as yet 
determined for departure: M-G un- 
able to decide on what's to follow. 

Capitol (5,400; 25-85-$1.50), ‘Ar- 
sene Lupin’ (M-G) and stage show. 
The two Barrymores (Lionel-John) 


drawing; looks like $73,000, very 
good; probable holdover. Last week 
‘Lovers Courageous’ (M-G) $55,000, 


all right. 
Paramount 

‘Broken 

show. 


(3,664: 40-65-85), 
Lullaby’ (Par) and stage 
Indicates about $57,000, fair 
enough; picture in less than week 
after close of $2 run at Criterion. 
Last week ‘Nice Women’ (U) $47,300. 
Rialto (2,090; 45-65-85). ‘Shanghai 
Express’ (Par) (2d week). Hitting 
nice stride; likely to turn in $40,000 
on second week. First seven and a 
half days $64,600, peaches. 

Mayfair (2,200; 35-65-85-$1). 
‘Lady With Past’ (Pathe) (2d week). 
Ought to attract around $16 v00 on 


holdover, fair. First week $24,800, 
all right. ‘Impatient Maiden’ (U) 
opens Thursday (3). 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-65-85-$1). ‘Ar- 


rowsmith’ (UA) (5th week). Leaves 


tomorrow night (Wed), with ‘Sky 
Devils’ (UA) succeeding for pop 
run. Last week $27,300. 


Roxy (6,200; 40-65-85-$1). ‘Cheat- 
ers at Play’ (Fox) and stage show. 
Will surprise if topping $45,000; 
much too low. Last week ‘Million- 
air2’ (Fox) $5;,900. 

Strand (2,900; 35-50-75-$1). 
Expert’ (WB). At $12,000 a disap- 
pointment. Previous week much 
better at $21,200 on ‘Fireman’ (FN). 

Warners (1,100; 25-35-50-75). 
‘Man Who Played God! (WB) (3d 
week). Holding up well; $19,200 on 
its second week at $2. 

Winter Garden (1,418; 
$1,. ‘Hatchet Man’ (FN). 
tomorrow (Wed) after $22,400 on 
final week; incoming ‘Alias the 
Doctor’ (FN), with Dick Barthel- 
mess (Wed). 

Ufa-Cosmopolitan (1,130: 
‘Sein Sheidungsgrund’ 
second week possible $2,000, fair. 
First week around $2,300, okay. 
House goes dark Friday nicht (4). 


‘The 


35-65-85- 
Goes out 


50-75). 
(Ufa). On 


NEW HAVEN POLICIES 


Fox College Dark—Poli’s Twin Bill 
$14,000 This Week 


New Haven, Feb. 29. 
Fox Poli into straight double fea- 
ture at 50 cents top policy currently, 
with the reaction favorable. House 
concentrating on neighborhood ad- 
vertising. ‘ 


Fox College went dark last 
Thursday (25), leaving only four 


major houses, but no noticeable ef- 
fect on business, due to Lent. 
Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Publix) (2,353; 65)— 
‘Shanghai’ (Par) and unit. Near 
$17,000, good. Last week “Tomor- 
row’ (Par) $11,900. 

Roger Sherman (WE) (2,200; 65) 

‘Taxi’ (WR) and vaude. Headed 
for satisfactory $10,500. Last week 
‘Man Who Played God’ (WR) okay 
at $11,000. 

Poli (Fox) (3,040; 50) —‘Arrow- 
smith’ (UA) and ‘Cheaters at Play’ 
(lox). Should get nice $14,000. Last 
week ‘Lady With Past’ and final 
vaude moderate at $12,000. 

Bijou (Fox) (1,536); 50) — ‘Behind 
Mask’ and ‘Cock of the Air.’ Prob- 
ably good $2,800. Last week ‘Ca- 
ballero’ and ‘Racing Youth’ same 
figure. 

College (Fox) (1,565: 50)—House 
now dark. Last week ‘Business and 
Pleasure’ (Fox) fair at $4,300. 


Netter’s Sick Leave 








Instead of returning to Publix 
after his recent illness, Leon Netter 
has been forced to Florida to Fre 
cuperate. Hie in Miami, 

The manage of the Publix film 
booking departinent under Dembow 

trying t void kidney opera- 


n which has been threatening fer 
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tock Price Movements Nominal 
In One of Dullest Days of Year; 
Loew Backs Away From 32 Again 


By AL GRKEASON 
Price of the amuse- 
ment shares on the Stock Exchange 
backed and filled again yesterday 
(Monday) in meaningless 
dealings being confined almost ex- 
floor trad- 


movements 


manner 


clusively to 


professional] 


Turnover for the day was well 


ers, 
below 1,000,000 shares, one of the 
smallest sessions of the year. 

Loew repeated its former top at 


32 early in the day, but for the third 
time backed away from that level, 
ending the session at 31, once more 
suggesting that there is plenty of 
stock for sale at all levels above 81. 





Theatre bonds about held their 
with trading confined to very 


issues and dealings in these at 


own 
few 
a minimum. 

A number 


moderately active 
entertainment stocks both on the 
Big Board and on.the Curb didn’t 
come out at all, but there was con- 
siderable activity, all on the down 
side, in General Theatres preferred, 
which eased off on sales of 6,000 
shares to %, repeating its previous 
low of early January. 

The day brought forth 
either way, and_ the 
throughout the industrial list 
seemed to be to mark time until 
news from Washington furnishes 
inspiration for a campaign one way 
or the other. 

Prices Static 

For a change picture stocks held 
relatively steady with fractional 
gains and _ losses evenly divided 
among the active issues, while the 
general market lost ground defi- 
nitelvy. Trading, however, was so 
quiet that small movement took on 
no importance, except in the par- 
ticular that any gains, however 
small, looked favorable in the face 
of a flock of dividend omissions or 
reductions and other bad news. 


of 


no news 
tendency 


Probably the amusements were 
in a position of drastic deflation 
where only minor support was 


needed to put them in the plus col- 
umn, especially with Fox, Warner, 
RKO and Paramount selling at a 
price that offered small chances of 
profit to attract short sellers. 

Basic condition of the industry 
does not inspire hope for an early 
upturn and for that reason bull 
sponsors probably know that any 
major run up of prices probably 
would meet opposition, both from 
liquidation of long stock and from 
speculative short selling. 

Loew, the key to the film stock 
situation, went through the week 
with a turnover of less than 15,000 
shares, smallest in many months, 
marking up a high at 32, which 
represents a double top, and a low 
of 29, range being only 3. points. 
Loew’s second retreat from 32 may 
be significant as suggesting that 
there is a good deal of stock for sale 
at that figure and it may require a 
good deal of aggressiveness to push 
the issue through such an obstacle. 

May well be that the stock’s 
sponsors are merely holding their 
favorite steady for the time being, 
having in mind the uncertain state 
of trading, with dullness recognized 
as a waiting period foreshadowing 


a positive movement either way. If 
the bull drive, supposed t©% be in 
the making for the Presidential 


campaign, develops the issue might 
be taken in hand for an operation, 
but until there is some hint which 
way the cat will jump, the clique 
prefers to mark time. 

Picture business at the box office 
last week and the week before was 
at low ebb, and there is small en- 
couragement for any operation for 
an advance based on developments 
within the trade, that is to say, on 
business conditions as distinguished 
from a technical market position. 

In any event the fact that the 
entertainment group held its own 
against a loss of nearly 4 points 

(Continued on page 25) 
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New Div. Mgr. to Head Publix- 
Skouras Group in N. J., Pa., Va. 
L. J. Ludwig, 
rangement 


by reported ar- 
Publix and the 
Skouras Bros., will be in divisional 
operating charge of the Publix- 
Skouras group of theatres. He will 
make headquarters with the Skou- 
rases in New York and devote all 
his time to operating jurisdiction 
of the 23 P-S houses in New Jer- 
sey, Pennsylvania and Virginia for 
the Skourases, 

Until recently Ludwig was Pub- 
lix’s divisional director at the home 
office for the entire middle and 
northwest. He rose to major operat- 
ing duties in Publix from an audit- 
ing post. 


betweon 
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Yesterday’s Prices 

Net 
Sales, High.Low.Last chge. 
300 Cons. F..... 35% 35% 3% 38 
100 Cons FE. pf 10% 10% 10% 4 
3.800 Eastman K 80%, 78 isa % 
» 500 Fox . A 3 3% La 
2 100 Gen. rr “ 8 1, 

200 Keith pf °5 95 25 
2.700 CAOOBW nccceae Be 31 31% he 

530 «6do pf. (6%) 68 68 68 
22,100 Par. Pub.... 10% 98% 9% M 
300 Pathe A..... 4% 4% 14—- % 
11,400 RCA ..0eee- 9% 8% 9 Me 
2 3S eee HS Dig Hig 18 
Ss -. Ae eee 3% 318 24 Ve 

CURB 
100 De Forest... 1 1 1 
6,000 Gen. Th. pf.. 5g 1 1 
BONDS 
$8,000 Gen. Th...... 35% 314 3 
1.000 Loew —— R8 RS SR | 
12,000 Par. Pub 1914 4714 49% 
1,000 W. B 6's °39 32 $2 32 











STOCK-PROMOTED CO. 


Detroit, Feb. 29. 

A new outfit, Liberty Pictures, 
has opened up here with announced 
intentions of producing shorts. Adv. 
in the papers for people to 
then the applicants are solicited to 
sell them voice training, dramatic 
training, ete. Outfit is under the 
direction of Percy Knighton as 
director general. 

Outfit is a stock promotion 
man named Murgi who has 
ested a group of local Italians 
the venture. Stock money is 
deposited in escrow to prove the 
intentions to produce a picture or 


act, 


of a 
inter- 
in 


more. Although the Better Busi- 
ness Bureau has investigated they 
have found nothing wrong. Fees 


start from $50. 


DESPITE DIV. PASSING 
FOX WILL HOLD ROXY 


Although with the passing of the 
dividend due March i control of the 
Roxy would be placed in the hands 
of the Class A stockholders, it is 
probable Fox Film Corp. will con- 
tinue in operation of the de luxer. 
It is said a new contract will be 
negotiated in all likelihood with 
Fox to cover future operation of the 
theatre. 





Present agreement on operation 
becomes automatically abrogated 


through passing of the regular divi- 
dend on the Class /. stock. 





Reputation Hurt, Avers 
Johnson, Suing Again 


Hollywood, Feb. 29. 
Joseph Johnson, Sheehan exee 
locked off the Fox lot by D. E. 


McIntire, has filed suit against Me- 
Intire, E. R. Tinker, and Fox Film 
Corp., for $200,000 reputation balm. 
Johnson's previously _ filed suit 
against Fox for $49,600 breach of 


contract has been transferred to 
federal jurisdiction by Alfred 
Wright, Fox attorney, on grounds 


that Fox is a fereign corporation. 

Johnson in his new suit, charges 
McIntire and Tinker with con- 
spiracy to wreck his standing as 
an exec in the industry, and asks 
$100,000 for character damage and 
$100,000 exemplary damages. 

With no apparent bearing on his 
current charges, Johnson's com- 
plaint includes a charge that Fox 
committed an act of bankruptcy 
in preferring Buddy DeSylva and 
others by settling their contracts. 
while ignoring his claim. 





‘Creation’ Again 
Hollywood, Feb. 29. 


Testing of players has started at 


Radio for the long-delayed pre- 
historic animal story which had 
been called ‘Creation.’ Fay Wray 


and Robert Armstrong are in mind 
for parts. ‘ 

Picture will be modern, 
the prehistoric stuff as a se- 
quence. Edgar Wallace wrote the 
story shortly before his death. Film 
has been on the list of possibilities 
since 1930 at Radio, studio spend- 
ing a lot of time experimenting 
with the machine operated animals 
similar to those in ‘The Lost 


but with 





World’ 


BUFFALO SLIDES 


$20,000 for ‘Lady’—‘Cheaters’ $6,000 
at Century 





Buffalo, Feb. 29. 
Takings are sliding off currently, 
with no excitement anywhere along 
the line. 
Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Publix) (3,600; 30-40-65) 


—‘Lady With Past’ (Pathe) and 
stage show. Should get $20,000. 
Last week ‘Taxi’ (WB) and ‘Girl 
Crazy’ near $30,000. 


(2,400; 25-35-50) 
‘Plumber’ (M-G). Probably good for 
around $12,000. Last week ‘Way- 
ward’ (Par) $14,°.9. 

Great Lakes (Publix) (3,400; 25- 
35-50) —‘Shangh-i Express’ (Par). 
At $17,000 if pace is maintained. 
Last week ‘Man Who Played God’ 
(WB) neat $14,500. 

Century (Publix) (3,400; 25-35)— 
‘Cheaters at Play’ (Fox). Off around 


Hipp (Publix) 


$6,000. Last week ‘Silent Witness’ 
(Fox) $5,900. 
Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 25)—‘De- 


ceiver’ (Col). Indicates about $7,500. 
Last week ‘Run Around’ (Radio) and 
Bing Crosby short good for over 
$9,000. 


/'NABES’ FOREIGN FILMS 


DISPLACE TWIN BILLS 


Foreign talker policies are threat- 
ening to invade purely residential 
neighborhood sections around New 
York in an effort by independent ex- 
hibitors to stem present opposition 





and avoid film shortage that’s 
cramping operation. Several ex- 
hibs are reported considering the 


foreign talkers in upper Manhattan 
and the Bronx. It would take ’em 
out of double features for one thing. 
Empress, at 181st street, Wash- 
ington Heights, has already moved 
out of third run pictures in favor 
of what’s actually second run for- 
eigns for Greater New York and 
first ran in house’s neighborhood. 
Costello, Lee Ochs’ house on Fort 
Washington avenue in lower Wash- 
ington Heights, recently. started 
foreigns. Between the two, and a 
half dozen exhibs in the Yorkville 
section on the east side, it is be- 
lieved exhibs further up on both the 
east and west sides, will be en- 
couraged to follow suit. 


Though limited in number avail- 
able, exhib belief is reported that 


Yiddish talkers in the Bronx and 
W ishington Heights ought to be a 
draw between German pictures 
booked. 


Foreign Film’s Rights 
Halts RKO’s Booking 


RKO has temporarily abandoned 
booking efforts on ‘Sunshine Susie,’ 
British musical bought from Gains- 
borough, due to a claim on the pic- 
ture made by Capital Film Ex- 
change, indie distributor. Test 
booking for Boston Thursday (3) 
holds, however. 

Capital advised RKO that it owns 
a rights to ‘Privatsecretaerin,’ Ger- 
man musical of which ‘Sunshine 
Susie’ is an English version. Since 
the film was originally made by 
Greenbaum-Emelka, with the same 
actress, Renate Mueller, and the 
same songs and action as ‘Sunshine 
Susie,’ Capital says the version will 
be an infringement. Capital’s con- 
tract with Greenbaum-Emelka calls 
for ‘all rights’ to the picture. 

No legal action. 


Farnol, After London, 
To Reorg. UA Coast Pub. 


Lynn Farnol, accompanied by 
Mrs. Farnol, sailed Friday (26) on 
the Mauretania for London to su- 
pervise the advance publicity-ad- 
vertising campaign on ‘Arrowsmith’ 
(UA) which opens a run at Tivoli, 
London, April 4.’ 

Immediately on return to the 
States, Farnol will leave for Holly- 
wood to organize a special press de- 
partment for Goldwyn. 

Farnol is expected 
U. S. the second 
leaving London 
rowsmith’ opens. 

Goldwyn picture goes into the 
Tivoli on straight percentage, set- 
ting something of a precedent for 
American-distributed product. 


CHEVALIER MAYBE AT $2 

Chevalier picture, ‘One Hour 
With You,’ may go into the now 
darkened Criterion, New York, for 
a $2 run. 

One group in Paramount Publix 
is leaning toward a two-a-day run, 
after seeing the first print east, 
while another wants to place pic- 
ture into Rivoli and Rialto for day- 
and-date pop runs as at first 








back in the 
week in April, 
immediately ‘Ar- 








planned. 


SEATTLE ORDINARY AS 
‘PRESTIGE’ GRABS $9,500 


Seattle, Feb. 29, 

Auto show cutting in some on 
pictures this week. Seth Parker 
film was pulled after two days at 
the Coliseum, looking like miser- 
able $3,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fifth Ave. (Fox) (2,300: 35-60), 
‘Beast of City’ (M-G). Maybe a slow 
$9,000. week ‘Man I Killed’ 
(Par) no click at $8,000, new low. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,700; 25-60), 
‘Prestige’ (Pathe) and vaude. About 
$9,500, fair. Last week ‘Lady With 
Past’ (Pathe), $11,200. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (950-25), 
‘Cock of Air’ (UA). Good at $2,700. 





Last 
Last 


Last week ‘Unexpected Father’ (U) 

did unexpected big biz, $3,500. 
Music Box (Hamrick) (900: 25- 

50), ‘Man Who -Played God’ (WB). 


Big at $8,500. Last week second of 





‘Arrowsmith’ (UA), $5,500. 

Liberty (Jensen-von Herberg) 
(2,000; 10-15-25), ‘Holmes’ Fata! 
Hour’ (state rights). Near $6,000, 
good, Last week ‘Pocatello Kid’ 
(Tiff), $5,800. 

Paramount (Fox) (3,106: 25-35), 
‘Wayward’ (Par) and ‘Silent Wi 
ness’ (Fox). Fair on $5,500. Last 
week ‘Chance’ (Fox) and ‘Beau 


Hunks’ (M-G), $8,000. 


MONTREAL SLOW 


Fair $11,000 for ‘Man’ and Cap’s 


Twin Bill About Best 
Montreal, Feb. 29. 
Fourth week of Lent with heavy 


sport schedules isn't going to be any 
too good for the film houses. Nabes 
are doing poorly. 

Estimates for This Week 


His Majesty’s (CT) (1,900; 50- 
$1.50). Legit. Dark this week. 
Last week All-British vaudeville 


show possibly got $7,500. 
Palace (FP) (2,700: 75), 
Who Played God’ (WB). 
Arliss will attract the literati and 
doubtful of more than fair $11,000. 
Last week ‘Lovers Courageous’ (M- 


‘Man 
George 


G) had a poor reception; couldn't 
get above $10,000. 
Capitol (FP) (2,700: 60), ‘Busi- 


ness and Pleasure’ (Fox) and ‘Silent 
Witness’ (Fox). Nothing special, 
but maybe _ $11,000. Last week 
‘Dance Team’ (Fox) and ‘Chan’s 
Chance’ (Fox) an unexpected hit, 
$12,000. 


Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-60), ‘False 


Madonna’ (Col) and vaude. Liable 
to hold up at $13,500. Last week 


‘High Pressure’ (WB) $14,000, very 
good for time of year. 

Princess (CT) (1,600; 35-60), ‘Men 
of Chance’ (Radio) and ‘Ladies of 
Jury’ (Radio). May do fair $8,000. 
Last week all-British bill of ‘Sher- 
lock Holmes’ and ‘Chance of Night 
Time’ failed to get much above 
$7,000. 

Imperial (FP) 
‘Woman from Monte Carlo’ 
and ‘Big Shot’ (Pathe), Nothing 
out of the ordinary here, $2,800. 
a — ‘Left Over Ladies’ (Tiff) 
and ‘Branded Men’ (Tiff ; 
to $2,300. : ee 
. Cinema de Paris (Ind) (600; 25- 
50), ‘Ma Cousine Gaby’ (French). 
Possible $1,800. Last week “A Nous 
La Liberte’ (French) about $1,600. 


W. F. Canavan’s Duties 
With Publix Defined 


Contrary to earlier reports, Wil- 
liam F. Canavan, former president 
Of the 5, A. Th. Bw (stage hands- 
operators), will be importantly con- 
cerned in his new Publix connection 
with labor matters. They will be 
of a general scope, it is said, and 
in no way interfere with the status 
of Harry Sherman. Latter, under 
title of director of special relations, 


(1,900; 25-40), 


(FN) 





is in charge of general labor nego- 
tiations, contracts, ete., for the 


chain. 

Canavan will act as contact be- 
tween Sam Dembow, Jr., and Sher- 
man on all labor questions coming 
up, it is indicated. Since up to now 
Dembow has been Sherman's im- 
mediate superio. on union matters, 
it is presumea Canavan will be di- 
rectly over Sherman for Dembow. 

Latter, recently placec in dual 
operating charge of Publix with 
John Balaban, considerably increas- 
ing his duties, has been chairman 
of the committee representing all 
major chains excepting Fox in an- 
nual and other union negotiations. 
Canavan wili take most all of this 
detail off Dembow’s shoulders, it 
is presumed. 

While Sherman was given a new 
contract recently extending to July, 
1933, it reported Canavan joined 
Publix withou: one. His salary is 


is 


not mentioned. 
Following recent visit in St. 
Louis, Canavan stepped into his 


Publix chair Ticursday (25), taking 


the office formerly occupied by Jack 





garry, head of the personnel de- 
partment, which has been discon- 
tinued, 


— 


COLUMBUS’ BRISK FIGHT 


‘Polly’ at $16,000—Express’ $} 
and.‘Morgue’ $7,200 $12,000 


Columbus, Feb. 29, 
A good fight this week with three 
theatres »attling. Ohio, Palace and 
Broad are the combatants. 
Last week Grand did its best in 
two years with ‘Man Who Played 
God’ and held over for first time jp 


two years, ‘Freaks,’ at Broad, wag 
pulled after six bad days, being Supe 
planted Sy ‘Shanghai Express’ 
Broad now opens Fridays instead 
of Saturdays. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (RKO) (3,074; 25-50) ‘Rue 
Morgue’ (WU). Should hit $7,200 
Last week ‘Lady With Past (Pathe) 
only $6,300. 

Jhio (Loew-UA) (3,000: 25-50) 
‘Polly of Circus’ (M-G). Joe Cook 
heading unit, looks good for hearty 
$16,000. Last we ‘Beast of City’ 
(M-G) and Jean Harlow on stage 
looped ’em for $20,400. 

Broad (Loew-UA» (89500; 35-50) 
‘Shanghai Express’ (Par). Should 
hit very good $12,000. Last week 


‘Freaks’ (M-G) dropped off to nothe 


ing, $5,900 on six days. 

Grand (Neth) (1,100; 15-35) ‘Man 
| Who Played God’ (WRB) First 
holdover in two years; should get 
fair enough $3,500 second week, 
First week wa: $7,200. 

Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 15-25) 
‘Ladies of Jur’ (Radio). Just aver- 
age $2,400. Last week ‘Panama Ilo’ 
(Eathe) $2,500. 


TRADE ALL RIGHT IN 
K. C— POLLY’ $17,000 


Kansas City, Feb. 29. 
trouble to find amusement 
the picture houses this week. All 
are offering strong bills and early 
openings indicate better reports. 
Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s Midland (4,000; 25-50)~— 
‘Polly of Circus’ (M-G). Liked and 
expects close to $17,000, pretty good, 


No at 


Last week ‘Freaks’ (M-G) new low, 
$8,000. 
Mainstreet (3,200; 25-35-50-60)— 


‘Ladies of Jury’ (Radio) and vaude, 
Nearly all space allotted to Nick 
Lucas, in person; oke for $18,000.~ 
wast week ‘Lady With Past’ (Pathe) 
$18,000. 
Newman (1,890; 25-35-50)—'Man 
Who Played God’ (WB). Around 
weak $9,000. Last week ‘Shanghai 
Express’ (Par) reported $15,000, best 
for months; picture sent to next 
door Liberty for second week. 


Liberty (1,000; 25-35)—‘Shanghai 


Express’ (Par). Probably near 
$5,500. Last week ‘No One Man’ 
(Par), $4,500. 

Pantages (2,200; 20-35)—‘Murder 


at Midnight’ 
hand thriller 


(Tiff). Only shadowy 
on street this week; 


may lure for $5,000. Last week 
‘Smart Woman’ did $4.800, 

Apollo (1,200; 35)—‘Bottom of 
World’ and ‘Last Company.’ With 
these two first runs on double Dill 
should do $1,400, medium. Last 


week ‘Merry Wives of Vienna,’ $1,¢ 
200, weak. 


RKO THINKS ‘KILLED’ 
TITLE IS BETTER B. 0. 


RKO does not believe the sube 
stituted title of ‘Broken Lullaby’ 
for Paramount’s ‘Man I Killed’ is 


good box office. Accordingly, when 


the circuit plays the picture Mar. 12 
in all its houses under the Par 
franchise, it will exhibit it under 


the original title. 

Especially for the Greater N. Y. 
houses, it is said RKO is of the 
opinion the strength of the Crite- 
rion opening and portion of run 
under ‘Man I Killed’ title is of con- 
siderable benefit in itself. 


Chi Valentino Club Gets 
Closer in Mindlin Chase 


Feb. 


Chicago, 29 


After months of litigation and 
investigation the Chicago Valen- 
tino Memorial Club has had Mike 
Mindlin, New § York sure-seater 
operator, arrested on a warrant ter 
misappropriating funds from he 
club. 

According to information here 
Mindlin is being held in New York 


in $2,000 bonds. Named as the com- 


plainant is Adeline Linnell, secre- 
tary of the club, which entered 3) 
a deal with Mindlin some time 4g0 
whereby the latter agreed to open 
a theatre here and exhibit revi s 


of Rudolph Valentino's picture 
Club alleges that Mindlin col- 


lected $2,600 for that purpos: 





went back to New York and 
about the whole thing 


~.. 
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eS Depression cracks up as 

eme)\|i-38 Radio’s careening sensation 
ae} Oy TE Te brings back the mobs in 
is ait ay i im ©«sthree trial engagements... 
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ROCKS THE RAFTERS < 


Another “Cim” Smash from Radio!§ 





Behind the Lines of 


Hollywood's Thrill Machine 


RICHARD DIX 


MARY ASTOR... ERICH VON 
STROHEIM ... JOEL McCREA 
DOROTHY JORDAN... ROBT. 
ARMSTRONG. ... Directed by 
GEORGE ARCHAINBAUD 
DAVID O. SELZNICK Production 
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WASHINGTON, PROVIDENCE, SYRACUSE, IN_ TICKET 
BUYING RIOT AS RADIO’S JUGGERNAUT OF THRILLS 


SWEEPS TO NEW HIGH ALTITUDE RECORDS! 





Solid, Substantial, Mortgage-lifting Smash! 
Opens 23 More Keys at Once! Then 
on to Grand International Clean-up! 











“JAN AIR PICTURE IN THE MAKING 
fl 
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Hard on the zooming 


wings of “Lost Squadron” 


Bennett with distinction 
and geared to stimulate 


a lethargic clientele. 


“LADY WITH 
A PAST 
BEN LYON DAVID MANNERS 
CHARLES R. ROGERS PRODUCTION 


Directed by Edward H. Griffith 


zx wave my 
a oe ew "ee 
we at aa 


grosses everywhere... 
two week stands in big- 
gest keys. Sell it hard 
.-. sell it fast... Miss 
Bennett will do the rest. 
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U. S. Figures Show Big Increase in 
Negative Film Exports, Positives Drop 


» 
“— 





ee 


About one billion feet of film is 
now manufactured yearly in the 
UV. S. and some 600,000,000 in ali 
other parts of the world. Export 
tables for the first nine months of 
both 1930 1931 
status of America’s foreign film 
trade. This comparison reveals: 

Silent versions are washing up 
throughout the world almost as 
rapidly as they did in the U. &., 
but all foreign countries have prac- 
tically doubled their importation of 
negative sound prints, though they 
have lopped a large slice off the 
purchasing total on positive film. 
Thisg#idicates a gradual indepen- 
denca®and establishment of home 
development centers. 

A marked increase in the amount 
of raw film shipped to foreign coun- 
tries is also noted. For the initial 
nine months of 1930, 3,508,667 feet 
of silent negative, at a value of 
$303,075, and 69,080,911 feet of silent 
positive, with a valuation of $1,702,- 
109, were shipped in 1930. For 1931 
the figures were cut to 1,723,156 
feet of negative, value estimated at 
$138,649, and 22,546,207 feet of posi- 
tive is assessed at $541,192. 

Raw film exports took a leap of 
about 17,000,C0¢ feet in the past two 
years for the periods considered. 
In ‘30 the figures were 60,098,922 
feet, at $1,341,543, while during ’31 
for the same period (nine months) 
they were 74,926,896 feet, or $1,620,- 
$20. 


and present the 


Pos and Neg Totals 


Foreign trend for developing 
American negative is strongly illus- 
trated in the comparisons between 
positive and negative sound ex- 
ports. 

Negative shipments have almost 
doubled in the past two years, go- 
ing from 5,208,810 feet ($690,408) in 
nine months of ’30 to 9,744,069 
($882,356) for as many months of 
"31. 

By the same token shipments of 
positive sound film have decreased, 
although not to so great a percent- 
age as the negative. These figures 
for ’30 were 132,239,581 feet ($3,464,- 
696), compared to 117,588,529 feet 
$2,672,508) in ’31. 


UA TAKES UFA FILM 
AND SPANISH FEATURE 


United Artists has closed for one 
German and one Spanish picture 
for U. S. release. German picture 
is ‘Congress Dances’ (Ufa), with 
UA taking the U. S. rights only on 
& percentage basis with a $50,000 
guarantee. It’s a direct shot Eng- 
lish version, and stars Lillian Har- 
vey with a cast including Conrad 
Veidt and Lil Dagover. Under- 
standing is that UA will release it 
early in April with a new title. 

Picture has already been shown 
in London and Germany. 

UA’s Spanish purchase for re- 
ported $75,000 is ‘Sonadores de la 
Gloria,’ independently made by Mi- 
guel Contreras Torres, who also 
wrote the film, and stars in it. 

Deal provides that UA has the 
entire world rights with the excep- 
tion of Spain. 


‘Emma’s’ London $36,900 


London, Feb. 29. 
‘Emma’ (Metro) garnered about 
$36,900 in its first week at the Em- 
Pire an is being held over. 
Figure is slightly below 











the 


Erosses of previous Dressler films 
Over here, but is still considered 
freat,. 


KELLY ON BOARD 
London, Feb. 29. 
James Kelly, who joined Radio 
recently, is back with British and 
Dominions. 
He's a full fledged director now. 








Writer to Reader 
London, Feb. 29. 
Elizabeth North, U. S. script 
Writer, has been switched from 
Associated Radio Pictures to RKO's 
London staff. 


New job is reading material for | 


RKO. 
Associa ted is 
branch 


the 


for RKO-Pathe 


No Worry for U. S. Films 
Over Censor Threats 


England’s threat to go hard on 
American pictures stressing sex is 
not worrying Haysites to any ex- 
tent, 

If a picture is okay for the U. S., 
with its present varied censor de- 
mands, certainly it should be right 
with the rest of the world. That's 
the psychology expressed, anyhow, 
with the reminder that anything 
forgotten by American censors can 
be clipped out by English or Afri- 
can overseers without any alarm to 
the exporters, 





24 INDIE FILMS 
FROM GERMANY 


Capital Film Exchange has con- 
cluded a deal with Cinema Filmver- 
trieb Gmbh of Germany for 24 Ger- 
man talkers to be brought over with- 
in the next few months. Capital al- 
ready has about 18 German films on 


hand, the new deal making the com- 
pany easily the most important for- 
eign film distributor on this side. 

Cinema Filmvertrieb is a Ger- 
man distributor of indie product, 
with about 50 pictures on its books. 
Contract with the American com- 
pany names 30 pictures, with Capi- 
tal to choose 24 of that number. 
Cinema paying the freight both 
ways on rejected pictures. 

Among the pictures involved in 
the deal are ‘1914,’ ‘Berlin-Alexan- 
derplatz,’ ‘Mein Leopold’ and ‘Grae- 
fin von Monte Cristo.’ 

Ufa and Tobis, the only other big 
German distributors in New York, 
limit themselves to about 20 pic- 
tures maximum each. 


HINDENBURG SNUBS UFA, 
FOX GETS FILM SPEECH 


Berlin, Feb. 29. 

President Von Hindenburg made 
a speech Saturday evening (27) for 
Fox newsreel purposes. Talk is in- 
tended for German consumption and 
was shot in the President’s private 
home. 

It’s a scoop for the Fox reel, the 
Ufa-Paramount reel losing out be- 
cause of Ufa’s nationalistic tenden- 
cies. In view of the coming local 
elections it’s considered an import- 
ant stunt. 








No Italian Beery 


Carlo Boeuf, in charge of French 
and Italian synchronizations for 
Metro, left for the coast Friday (26) 
after a month’s stay in New York, 
where he interviewed over 400 per- 
sons for French and Italian voice 
dubbing. Only 10 were found good 
enough to test and five will prob- 
ably be contracted within the next 
two weeks. 

Boeuf is taking all tests back to 
the coast. He’s pretty sure, he 
says, that he’s got a Garbo and 
Shearer’ voice for Italians, although 
a Beery vocal double still remains 
unfound. 





Miss Universe’s Bit 
Feb. 20. 

Leonce Perret, producer of ‘Apres 
Amour’ (Pathe Natan), is in Brus- 
sels taking exteriors for his next 
picture, ‘Grain de Beaute’ (Beauty 
Spot’). 

Netta Duchateau, from Namur, 
3elgium, who was proclaimed Miss 
Universe, 1931, has a small part in 
the film. 


THE RUSSE IDEA 


Berlin, Feb. 


Brussels, 


20. 


Prometheus Film Co. being bank- 


rupt, Russia no longer wants to 
sell Russian pictures through a 





local producing | 


Prefers marketing them 
Germany through their 
Trade Representa- 


company. 
| directly in 
Berlin Russian 
tion. 





Funerals Opposition 





Buenos Aires, Feb. 17. 
Metro salesman who special- 
izes in the smallest of small- 
town sales, brought in a con- 
tract from the town of Cruz 
Alta. Contract had a clause 
reading that ‘Saturdays and 
Sundays would be played, pro- 
viding there is no funeral or 
wedding.’ 
Either of these events, says 
the local owner, competes seri- 
ously with the cinema. 











Paris Weather Socks 
All Show Biz; Par Film, 


Paris, Feb. 29. 
Frozen sunshine over here. Pleas- 
ant but cold, with receipts off every- 
where, and legit especially hit. 
One exception is the new Para- 
mount-Joinville picture, ‘Il Est 
Charmant’ (‘He Is 


and theme song has already started 
breaking phonograph record 
marks, 


Print of ‘Il Est Charmant’ has ar- 
rived in New York. It may be given 
na:ional distribution by Paramount 
on this side, with a special staff 
handling the exploitation. 


M-G CAN’T GET SOVIET 
FOOTAGE FOR FEATURE 


Hollywood, Feb. 29. 

Metro’s efforts to get photographic 
material in Russia as background 
for its proposed Soviet film failed 
when that government forbade a 
Metro cameraman from taking any 
footage. 

Inability to obtain the material was 
reported on the return here of Os- 
car M. Carter, former newspaper 
correspondent in Russia, who, with 
a cameraman, was assigned to pro- 
cure the needed footage. 

Carter is now working in con- 
junction with scenarists on the 
story, which has had a score of 
scribblers laboring on it at different 
times, 


Loew-Dowling Sail 


Survey of the foreign situation is 
taking Arthur Loew, for Metro, and 
Ambrose S. (Bo) Dowling, for Ra- 
dio, abroad. Both sail March 4. 

M-G-M is loaded up with theatres 
and an elaborate exchange system 
abroad, while Radio distributes 
through sub-agencies in the various 
countries, not being saddled with 
any sizeable overhead. 

Dr. Hirschland, Radio’s attorney 
in Berlin, is returning home on the 
boat which will transport Loew and 
Dowling. 














Germany Second to U. S. 
Film Exports to Hungary 


Of 962 films shown in Hungary 
during 1931, only 524 were talkers, 
438 being silent. Almost half of the 
films were of American origin. 

U. S. pictures exported to that 
country during the year numbered 
278 sound films (no distinction being 
made officially between talkers and 
sound-synced features) and 140 si- 
lents, German was second in im- 
portations with 234 sound films and 
S6 silents, despite the fact that most 
Hungarians also speak German. 
French films were third with 24 
sound features and 62 silents. 

Censors in Hungary were pretty 
busy during the year banning 91 
talkers and 59 silent films for a total 
of 7% percent rejection of films 
submitted. 





Stage Cast for Screen 


London, Feb. 20. 
British International is to produce 
a talker version of ‘For the Love of 
Mike,’ the Bobby Howes play at the 
Saville. 
Probably will use the same cast. 





HARRY KAHN FOR METRO 


Berlin, Feb. 20. 
Leo Kann signed Harry Kahn as 
supervisor for Metro’s German ver- 
sions for Hollywood. 
Kahn, well-known dramatist 
|} prominent Berlin critic, is a forme: 
) collaborator of Max Reinhardt. 
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Charming’), at] 
the Paramount. Looks like a smash, | 


French-Made, a Smash | 








| GREAT IDEA, ANYHOW 


Par. Rep’ Talks Studio for Egypt / tirely upset for 


| But It’s All New to Par. 


Feb. 29. 


ques Schwartz and 


| Cairo, 
Man named Ja‘ 


| 
7 


| Paris, Feb. 20. 
| Continental film industry is en« 
Severa Y x 

| Following the dwindling of 
| grosses, the majors have soft-ped- 
alled production, resulting in a scare 
city of product i f ss toe 
| compress the cost of whatever was 
in the making. 

Indies have immediately taken 


lescribing himself as a representa- | 
| tive of Paramount has gone back 
to Paris after negotiation with 


Talaat Harb Pasha, local film mag- 
nate, for establishment of a studio 
in Egypt. Project contemplates 
making of Oriental films here, idea 
being to compete with American, 
German and other foreign imports 
on exhibition in this:country. 


— 


Paramount’s New York office 





| 
} 


sales | 





knows nothing of plans for any : 
tivity in Egypt and is inclined to 
doubt such ae possibility. Jean 
Schwartz is unknown to Par in New 
York, 


THREATEN U. 8. 
FREEZE-OUT 
IN PARIS 


iCe- 





Paris, Feb. 29. 

French producers, supported by 
film talent, are still on the warpath 
against dubbed product and are at- 
tempting to freeze out American 
distributors, despite protests of ex-- 
hibitors. Intended quota now be- 
ing framed would allow two French 
talkers made abroad and one locally 
dubbed to enter the country for 
every four local made French pic- 
tures, 

Means the French producers 
would be able to supplement their 
local-mades by versions made in 
Germany but Americans, with the 
exception of Paramount, would be 
barred, Paramount gets the break 
because producing locally. Chances 
are, however, that there will be no 
decision before June, thus ag- 
gravating matters considerably. 

Par Marking Time 

J. H. Seidelman, Paramount 
foreign head here to watch things, 
says that he does not intend to get 
together with Bob Kane and his 
other local execs for purposes of 
mapping next season’s product un- 
til the localities make up their 
minds definitely. Means that the 
Joinville studios may be kept closed 
until June. 

If the quota as outlined goes 
through it is felt that the resultant 
film shortage would force inde- 
pendent exhibs to either quit or 
line up with the big circuits. 

American film-men here for the 
time being figure it’s their game 
to keep quiet and let the exhibs do 
the protesting, meanwhile curtail- 
ing expenses and watching things 
closely. 





RIGA, LATVIA’S 1007, 
PROTEST VS. TAXES 


All of the theatres in Riga, capi- 
tal of Latvia, have closed in protest 


to admission taxes. There are 32 
houses in all, according to cable 


idvices to the American film in 


dustry. 


This is the first 100% protest 
closing so far in any part of the 
| world, film heads are advised. 





Argentine Tax Reform? 


Zuenos Aires, Feb. 19. 

Season will open early March, 

with plenty cf releases scheduled 

for all but matter of in- 

creased government dues still a 
bugbear to the trade. 

However, the new government 


houses, 











comes in next month and it's likely 
| that an arrangement will he made 





| Meanwhile high taxes have driven | 


radios and disks, to say nothing of | pic ked up 01 


frigidaires and such articles, off th« 
j market. 


} 


advantage of this situation to turn 


angels’ money into sex films, of 
which there is currently a 


craze, and aimed to cash in quickly. 

Scarcity of worthwhile local prod- 
uct has caused dubbing to become 
increasingly interesting, especially 
since low cost of dubbing compared 
to production gives distributors a 
larger profit. 

Some countries, such as Yugoe 
slavia, Austria and Hungary, have 
established a quota to try and favor 
local production. A similar attempt 
was nipped in the bud in Latvia, 
American producers have unanie- 
mously agreed to take concerted ace 
tion in reference to these quota 
countries by stopping business there 
pending negotiations. 

Complaint Reasons 

In the meantime, French talent, 
through fear of losing jobs, raised 
objections to dubbing through the 
local Equity, and succeeded in en- 
listing the aid of local producers to 


fight dubbing of American films. 
Local producers, however, join the 


local Equity less to avoid dubbing 
of American films than to get them- 
selves the possibility to dub them 
by agreement with American or 
German producers, so as to get the 
benefit of the dubbed product to en- 
hance their own distribution. Dub- 
bing of German films comes under 
th> same heading. 

Result of this agitation is that 
the French Cinema Control Board, 
recently appointed by the minister, 
has now decided on a quota for all 
dubbed product, meaning (a) that 
even French producers who want to 
dub imported foreign product, will 


(Continued on page 42) 


DUTCH BAN ONE METRO 
AND TWO GERMAN FILMS 


The Hague, Feb. 20. 

Dutch censors after appeal of ime 
porters against banning of German 
Elektrafilm, ‘Unter Geschaeftsauf- 
sicht,’ re-reviewed the reel and kept 
up original banning. Board also 
objected to German Excelsiorfilm, 
‘Kinder vor Gericht’ which deals 
with psychopathia and Metro's ‘This 
Modern Age’ (considered a bit too 
advanced), 

Board also meddled with some 
titles of films which were not con- 
sidered to be in good taste, 


Fight Local Censors 


London, Feb. 29. 

Cinematographer’ Exhibitors’ 
Ass'n, representing independent 
exhibitors has offered to back the 
picture theatre men of the town of 
seckenham in a fight against the 
local censors. 

Municipal censorship has crippled 
the theatre business of the town, a 














Situation duplicated in many Eng- 
lish towns, and the Beckenham 
move takes on importance as the 
first stand against the nuisance by 
the trode ji elf 
> 
Auten as Indie 

Capt. Harold Auten has resigned 

as European representative of 


RKO-Pathe and is back in New 
York to open offices as an independ- 


ent distributor. He got in on the 
Berengaria Tuesday (23), with a 
half dozen foreign films. 

Among the first features brought 


the new 
J 


over by Capt. Auten is 
Rene Clair film, ‘A Nous la Liberte 
(Tobis). 


Metro Keeps Twardowski 


i) 


Holly wood, Feb. 29. 





Hans Heinrich von Twardowskl, 
German import, had an option 
contract by Metro. 
Actor appears both in Engiea 
and German versions, 


—————— 


Dwindling Grosses, Legislation 
And the Quota Among Many Things 
Which Disturb Foreign Film Cos. 
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as Indicated in Various Cities on Week Days 
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_PRILADELPBIA 


Se ; 
“BROKEN LULLABY” 
from Rostand’s Fameus Piag— 


‘The MAN 
I KILLED’ 


WINS THE ACCLAIM 
OF PHILADELPHIA AS 
THE YEAR’S MOST 
TERRIFIC DRAMA! 


ft stabs the heart? 
Jt stirs the soul? 
it sears the brain?! 












TARAMOUNT PICTURE WITH 
LIONEL BARRYMORE 
NANCY CARROLL PHILLIPS HOLMES 

Sie te 2 P. M—tto to 6 P. M. 
Be TME PUBLIC DOESN r 


> STANLEY 


mrescom mous ff MIDNITE SHOW TONITE, 12:01 A.M. 


THEAT@E—NeRe ts an |i} 
} ABSORBING Playin. ‘EE 
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A STIRRING Play 
ABOUT Lincetn 


> ‘ ee ) 
THe Eve. Bullecin 
MRE BENEFITS ¢ | 
ALL Wal, (330—CHBSTNUT *TREET Ofey. 


wey YORE 4 HOUSE BLDG, 


TUESDAY, MARCH Sth | 
? ZIEGFELD THEATRE 























BROWN & HENDERSON 
MUSICAL, COMEDY * 


ZIEGFELD. PRODUCTION 


LAID IN MEXICO ; 
BERT LAGR-LOPE WELIEZ 


MARJORIE WHITE-LYNNE OVERMAN 


JUNE KNIGHT JUNE MACCLOY VELOZ YOLANDA 




































‘ELEANORE POWELL BOB GLECKNER ‘TITQ CORAL 


* ALL STAR CAST * and a 
BUDDY ROGERS > 
75-MOST BEAUTIFUL S288 GIRLS-75 ‘ 


LEW BROWN, RAY HENDERSON, MARK HELLINGER 


7 





Suggested bythe play“ An Old Spanish Costume” by H. S. Kreft 















Dances staged by BOBBY CONNOLLY NEW YORK ‘ 
Scenes by JOSEPH URBAN | cmacnamnones — === _ = 
Dislogue steged by Edward Lilley Costumes by Charles LeMaire 
AL GOODMAN and his ORCHESTRA LOVE TRAPS A THIEF 7 
D et E aceioimed the — She couldn't resist emeralds. He 
SEAT SAILIE TOMORROW oa Fines? musicol Organization cee couldn't resist temptation. So a 












million doller robbery became 
a million dollar romance. 


‘E& MAIL ORDERS WITH CHECKS NOW 


ERED WARING 


Music Mokers 
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Hooking Up 
Mail order house is conducting an 
contest on George Washing- 


essay . : 
ton with substantial merchandise 
prizes. In one town where prac- 


tically every family has a catalogue, 
manager is getting a response to 
private hook in. 
offering ticket 
anyone within a 10-mile radius of 
his house who into the prize 
list, the number of admissions be- 
ing determined by the size of the 
prize won. Theatre has a historical 
scrap book the manager has com- 
piled from various sources, and 
which can be seen by anyone who 
enters the theatre. 

The same idea can be applied by 
small towns to contests by city 
papers, and if it can break into the 
newspaper it’s worthwhile. 


a 
hi 


He is prizes to 


gets 


Using Hats 


The exhibitor who does not utilize 
hats in some way around Easter is 
losing one of his best bets. 

Plan not only for a hat style show 
at least a week before Easter, but 
work for both men’s and women’s 
hats, and if possible with contribu- 
tions from more than one store. 

Sell milliners and furnishing 
stores the idea of offering a ticket 
to the theatre with each sale. The 
sales angle is that the ticket is 
given to enable purchaser to show 
off his or her new lid. 

Make especial efforts to get stills 
and other advertising into hat win- 
dows, and if you want a laugh 
getter stage a hat trimming contest 
for men, giving the entrants 10 o1 
15 minutes in which to do their 
work before the audience and re- 
quire each man to supply a model 
to wear his creation after it is com- 
pleted. It will kill one dead night. 


Avoid It 
Every Easter exhibitors get the 
idea to give away day-old chickens 


or rabbits to the children. Almost 
without exception the gag does 


more harm than good. 

if chicks are used there is no as- 
surance that they will arrive at 
their new homes alive, after having 
been too tightly gripped in chubby 


hands. If they do arrive alive, there 
is no use making a hover for one 
forlorn chick, and the unfortunate 


peeps its distress until chill brings 
death. 

In the case of rabbits a hutch 
must be built and there is almost 
always a demand for another to 
keep it company. Which makes no 
hit at all with the parents. 


Added Equines 


Free admissions for all who come 
to the theatre with dogs has been 
offered many times, but Mitchell 
Connery, of Kingston, Pa., went 
this one better for ‘Back Home.’ He 
offered free mat tickets to any child 
who came to the theatre with a dog, 
horse, donkey, cow or pony. He had 
to borrow a vacant lot next door 
while the kids sat through the show. 

The odd collection of beasts in the 
center of the town had everyone 
coming for a look, and Connery saw 
to it that they had ads as well as 
the menagerie to look at. 


Spotting Billboards 


_ If you can’t spot your billboards 
advantageously do not use them. 
Paper costs money. So does board 
rental, 

One small chain manager recently 

made a tour of his circuit, hitting 
a@ town where six billboards had 
recently been installed. Before he 
Went down to the theatre he wan- 
dered around town. He could spot 
Only one board, and that in an alley, 
80 placed that it was visible to 
Street traffic from only one direc- 
tion. 
In another town a manager killed 
8ix boards in order to get the money 
od a single stand in a better loca- 
ion, 








Newspaper Party 


With a number of newspaper 
Stories coming along which do not 


Slam the craft, it's a chance to 
throw a party for the newspaper 
men, 


should be 
its cost in 


If properly done it 
Worth much more than 
later favors. 


Save the Papers 

Those who have ‘Shanghai Ex- 
press’ booked should save the news- 
Paper headlines about the far east 
Situation. 

But do not make the error of try- 
ing to sell the picture as one based 
On the current trouble there. Be- 
yond using the newspaper back- 
Sround, sell Dietrich rather than 
the locale, 


Colored Washington 


—— Akron, O. 
_Ernie C. Austgen, of Loew’s, gota 
Hook in when he found that the 
Times-Press’ was going to run a 
Strip cartoon of the life of Wash- 
ington in 12 instalments. Just a 
esular syndicate feature, but Aust- 





gen sold the paper the idea of offer- 
ing prizes for the best colorings of 
the set of 12 strips. 


Three school children doing the 
best art work got a pass from 
Loew's and a picture from the pa- 


per, and a theatre party was given 
the entire class which showed the 
best average of work. 

Teachers approved because it 
makes the pupils linger over the set 
of pictures and they can’t help ab- 
sorbing the facts. 


Got Firemen 


Danbury, Conn. 

By inviting the members of the 
paid and volunteer fire companies 
to be guests at the first show of 
‘Fireman, Save My Child,’ Manager 
Harold G. Cummings of the Palace 
secured plenty of advance publicity 
for the film. In acknowledgement 
of the invitation the volunteer com- 
panies paraded through the business 
section with their apparatus the 
night before the film opened. With 
sirens screeching and bells ringing 
the fire trucks were driven through 
the main streets and to the ont 
of the theatre. Several pieces of ap- 
paratus carried large banners an- 
nouncing the picture. 

A contest by which the most pop- 
ular fireman in the city was chosen 
also aroused interest in the picture. 
Votes in the form of coupons were 
carried in a local paper. A three- 
month pass was the prize. 


Working Hard for $5 
St. John, N. B. 
Mrs. Audas, manager of the 


press show, Amherst, N. S., staged 


a baby parade in the lobby and 
a baby contest on stage. 3allot 
given with each _ ticket. Babies 
were paraded in the lobby, and 
later on the stage, for several after- 
noons, in and out of their car- 
riages; prize $5. First baby con- 


tést held in Amherst in over 20 
years. 
Girl Proposes 
Newark. 
The Banford, ‘Ledger’ and local 


merchants staged a leap-year con- 
test culminating in a wedding on 
the stage. House offered furnish- 
ings for a home and clothes for the 
pair. 

Best letter written by a girl pro- 
posing to a man and winning an ac- 
ceptance gained the wedding and 


gifts. Letters were published inthe 
‘Ledger,’ while the merchants got 


mention from the screen and in the 
paper. Their wares were displayed 
in the mezzanine and lobby. Busi- 
ness was not very good during the 
contest at the theatre, but might 
have been worse without it. 


Drum Corps 


Following the dancing and other 
types of schools, one house is clean- 
ing up with a drum school, object 
being a drum corps in the grade 
and high schools, the boys eventual- 
ly passing from one to the other. 

A local drummer gives an hour’s 
lesson every Saturday, before the 
matinee and boys buy a ticket for 
the show before entering the school. 
This more than pays the salary of 
the teacher. 


Selling ‘Lullaby’ 

Whether it is called ‘The Man I 
Killed’ or ‘Broken Lullaby,’ the pic- 
ture is going to be difficult to sell 
from the title. But that difficulty 
provides its own solution, for this 
is a spot on which to base a con- 
test for a better title. 

If a newspaper can be interested, 
so much the better. Affords an ex- 
cuse for telling a lot about the pic- 
ture and its players. 





Unique Signatures 


Trailing Ripley, a theatre is offer- 
ing prizes for odd signatures similar 
to those seen in the Believe It Or 
Not cartoons. Tickets good for one, 
two and five admissions are award- 
ed as prizes. Contest has been run- 
ning five weeks, and a couple of 
the best were sent to Ripley. If he 
uses one the theatre will make a big 
noise. 


Elections Monthly 
Easton, Pa. 
A Mickey Mouse club at the Earle 
admits all youngsters under 12 toa 
special morning performance. Tom- 
my Charak, manager of the Earle, is 
back of the club. Officers will be 
elected and will be changed monthly. 


Tab Amateurs 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 

It isn't only ‘Girl Crazy’ which 
can be condensed for the picture 
houses. Brown Parks, of the Capi- 
tol, did it on a show given by the 
Temple Israel Sisterhood. 

They staged an amateur revue at 
Masonic Temple and it went over 
so well that there were calls for a 
repeat. Parks arranged to split the 
excess receipts on a tab version at 
the theatre. 


Ein- | 





Clothing Club 


Williamsport, Pa. 

Sunshine Sammy, on the vaude 
bill at the Capitol, was tied up in 
a Booster club with a local depart- 
ment store. Store was opening a 
new dept. for boys’ clothes and built 
a following with the organization of 
the club in ‘The Shack,’ the club- 
house in one corner of the store. 
Sunshine Sammy and his three part- 
ners were at the opening of ‘The 
Shack’ and then adjourned to the 
Capitol for a morning matinee. The 
club meets every Saturday morning 
at the theatre for a small admis- 
sion when a picture is shown and 
club members do their stuff on the 
stage. Ad hookup in newspapers 
between the store and theatre. 


Copies the Ficnts 
Minneapolis. 
suzz Bainbridge figured that per- 








haps front flashes similar to those} 


used in the 
help legit 
He built 
for ‘Once 
two big houses the first 
he’s going to continue. 


Amateur Critics 


Pittsburgh. 

WEB working up a lot of local in- 
terest with an amateur critic con- 
test, applying to two houses, Stan- 
ley and Warner. Any or all shows 
at both houses during month of 
February subjects for reviews, 200- 
word limit. First prize is a 40-day 
Mediterranean cruise with all ex- 
penses paid for winner and an extra 
person. Second prize a boat trip to 
California via the canal. 


picture 
company business 
a similar lobby display 


stock 


up 


day. 


Judges are the motion picture 
critics of the three Pittsburgh 
dailies, 


Front Caught Them 


Value of putting up a good front 
was demonstrated in a new fashion 
in Pennsylvania the other day. 

A group of miners loaded them- 
selves onto a truck and headed for 
Scranton to enjoy a picture show. 
On their way they passed through 
Duryea, a small town, and the front 
of the Pastime caught their atten- 
tion. The bus was parked and the 
entire crowd saw that show instead 
of going on to Scranton. 


Unseen Act 
Hazleton, Pa. 
Ben M. Cohen, of the Capitol, 


filled out a recent show with an un- 
seen singer who did his stuff over 
the non-syne. House went dark 
and the annunciators displayed a 
large question mark while a similar 
mark on a lantern slide wandered 
over the screen and up and down 
the proscenium arch. 

Cohen did the singing himself, for 
he was trained by his father, a 
cantor in New York. 


Beats Hankies 


Newton, Mass. 
Crying handkerchiefs for sob 
stories were popular long before the 
crying towel was invented, but J. N. 
Snider, of the Paramount, had a 
new one for ‘Frankenstein.’ He of- 
fered smelling salts to the femmes. 





Schlaifer’s Assurance. 

Under L. J. Schlaifer, new sales 
head for Universal, no changes 
will be made in the executive per- 
sonnel, 

Ted Schlanger will continue as 
eastern division manager while 
Harry Lorch will remain in charge 
of the west. 


} matures 


theatres might} 


in a Lifetime’ and caught}! 
Now | 





Wanger-Thompson West; 
Mystery Show Deal On 


Walter Wanger left for the coast 
last week for his first visit to the 
Columbia studios since joining that 


organization. He was accompanied 
by Harlan Thompson, who will di- 
rect picture for this company. 
Deal was closed just a day prior to 
Wanger’s departure on Friday (26). 

Thompson, co-producer and direc- 
tor of current play, New York play, 
‘Blessed Event,’ may write as well 
as direct the script will do for 
Columbia. 

Before leaving Wanger was close 
to buying Bobby Newman's ‘Trick 
Trick,’ another recent Broad- 
legit entry. If this proposal 
Newman will trek west to 
supervise its presentation before the 
camera. Production 


lor spring. 


one 


} 
ie 


for 
way 


on this work 


intended 


AUDIO CINEMA’S REORG. 
reorganization, Audio 
regarded as a picture pro- 
duction unit ef Western Electric, is 
also known by the title of Eastern 
Service Studios. Capt. Baynes, for- 
merly head of the Kinograms news- 
reel, is in charge of Eastern. 
Arrangement is such that Audio 
solicits business and the_ studio 
facilities then turned 
the account. Neither party 
now on, it is claimed, will 
releases of its own. 


Under a 


Cinema, 


over to 
from 


produ¢ e 


are 


MASSEY U DIRECTOR 
mond Massey left for Holly 
wood yesterday (Monday) to begin 
on his directorial work with Uni- 
versal. 

English was 
leave several weeks 
delayed because of illness. 


Ray 


stager supposed to 


but was 


ago, 


10% 


(Continued page 5) 
political factors, it is understood. 
The purpose of this will be to prove 
to the legislators that the money 
they may expect to garner from the 
boxoffice just isn’t there and that 
instead of the tax yieiding $20,000,- 
000 to the s ate treasury, New York 
will be fortunate if it collects $5,- 
000,000. 

Independent leaders, following 
the weekend meetings, stated Mon- 
day afternoon that a flat 25% of 
the 1,500 theatres in New York 
state would close within the first 
two weeks of the life of the pro- 
posed gross tax. 

Alternative tax measures, greatly 
eclipsing that from the boxoffice, 
will be offered legislators by the 
industry’s spokesmen at Albany, it 
is learned. As the bill is now be- 
ing drafted, the flat tax on the 
gross is figured to be almost twice 
that which a ticket tax would be. 

Compared to it, the Federal 
measure of a 2% tax on gross 
rentals is admitted so minor that 
the industry is declaring a recess 
on that until after the Albany issue 
is decided. 

The Albany 
the industry unawares, 


Admission Tax 


from 


move Monday took 
Lobbyists 








BEHIND 


the KEYS 








Wheeling, W. Va. 


Colonial theatre leased by the 
Conservative Life Insurance Co. to 
S. M. Reichblum for a 10-year 
period commencing May 1. Reich- 


blum plans opening as second-run 
film house. 


Trenton, N. J.. 
Rebuilt Capital (RKO) opens Fri- 





day (4) on vaudfilm policy. ‘Lost 
Squadron’ (Radio) as film. 
Reading, Pa. 


The old Savoy has been sold for 
manufacturing purposes. It was 
last operated by Warner Eros, 





Kenosha, Wis. 
Floyd DPD. Morrow, formerly of 
Warner’s Strand, Akron, O., trans- 
ferred to same company’s Kenosha 
theatre here. 


Opera House, St. George, N. B., 
has gone sound. E. J. O'Neill, 
lessee and manager; program 
change thrice weekly. 





Columbus. 


Lou Holleb, manager of RKO Ma- 





family theatre there. Joe Alexan- 
der has taken over the Majestic. 

Charlestown, W. Va. 

Pitts-Jefferson theatre was opened 
Feb. 19. Operated by B. T. Pitts of 
Fredericksburg, Va. 

Denver. 
theatres in this terri- 
tory have closed: Sagauche, Sa- 
gauche, Colo.; Folly, Denver; Prin- 
cess, Ault, Colo.; Auditorium, Limon, 
Colo.; Lyman, Lyman, Neb., and the 
State, Lewellen, Neb. 


Following 


3irmingham. 
Jackson, 
Jackson 
fire. 


State theatre, 
operated by the 
Co., destroyed by 


Amuse. 


Columbus. 


B. F. (Dinty) Moore, local RKO 
city manager, left for Lima, O., last 
week t~ take over new post with | 
Warners. 

Uniontown, Pa. 

The Dixie, recently leased by | 
Jacob Spanko, has reopened under 


the new management as a second- 


jestic, transferred to Cincinnati and/run picture house. 





for the past few weeks had ex- 
pressed themselves confident that 
New York would not hit at the 
boxoffice. 
Legit Protest Stand 

Feeling was expressed yesterday 
(Monday) that another executive 
|} conierence might take place in 
Albany before Wednesday (2) 
wherein the proposed tax might 
be rediscussed. This was the un- 
derstanding given after Dr. Henry 


Moskowitz, of the 
and William A, 
Governor 
Fearon 
Senate 
tively. 

Moskowitz 


Theatre League 
Brady had 
Roosevelt and Senator 
and Speaker McGinnies, 
and house leaders respec- 


seen 


and Brady, following 
their hearing with the Governor 
Friday (26), were referred to the 
two leaders who sent them back to 
the Governor on the claim the pro- 
posed tax was his responsibility. 


Entire legit field is united in pro- 
testing the newly threatened levy 
With all unions, including Equity, 
filing telegrams at Albany. Sun- 


day (28) there were about a dozen 
speakers, including actors, 
and producers, in a broad- 
over WOR. 
It is stated that 
measures be passed, 
of show business 
show a 50% 
sub-normal amount 
employment, etc. 


ac- 
tresses 
cast 
should the tax 
the legit end 
would probably 
drop in the already 
of production, 


Lubiisch’s Analysis 


(Continued from page 2) 
moving camera shots used at pres- 
ent result only from the director's 


ignorance of cutting and his desire 


to take up footage with action be- 
he has no other resources, 
Lllogical camera angles distress him 
too. They’re just a means of be- 
wildering the audience, a _ futile 
trick to seem artistic, unless there’s 
an excellent, sensible, necessary 
f them. 


for using 


eause 


reason 
Dialog’s Importance 

Though adept at telling his stories 
by suggestion, Lubitsch places great 
importance upon dialog. No rule can 
be made on how much or little dia- 
log should be used in pictures, but 
only for what purpose it is em- 
ployed. 

Mr. Lubitsch is calm only on the 
surface, and nothing gets him so 
fiery as dialog used to tell the story. 
‘What do we have the camera for” 
he exclaims. ‘Why talk about things 
that happen, or have happened? 
Show them!’ Mr. Lubitsch is quite 
Anglo-Saxon in his tailoring but his 


volatile temperatment remains 
Viennese. ‘Let the camera build up 
the sequence—for which the dia- 


logue is the climax!’ 

Sound and dialogue are invaluable 
tools for the director, but they must 
be used with sensitive discretion. 
First of all, the writing of dialog 
is an infinitely delicate problem, 
Mr. Lubitsck realizes. It is a diffi- 
cult task to write serious dramatic 
dialogue that satisfies New York 
and yet is comprehensible in the 
smallest hamlets. In silent pictures 
each individual member of the audi- 
ence provided his own dialogue 
when he watched the actors talk- 
ing. If he was a truck driver watch- 
ing a love scene, then his imagina- 
tion supplied the words ‘You're a 
swell dish, baby? If he was a so- 
phisticate, he imagined a sophisti- 
cated phrase. But now that the au- 
dience can no longer use its own 
judgment, and must listen in- 
stead, dialog should be of such sim- 
plicity and intelligence that it’s ac- 


ceptable everywhere. Ai least, says 
Mr. Lubitsch, that’s the dialogue 
ideal. 


Lubitsch can stir up quite a bit of 
indignation at the word ‘cycle,’ too. 
(‘ycles in picture trends are so stu- 
pid, they've proved so disastrous, 
that he wonders they still continue. 
A group of pictures on one theme, 
with one locale, must sate the au- 
dience where just a single picture 
would intrigue them. 


There is just one thing that 





Tenn., 


makes a picture go, and that its 
entertainment value. It’s as ridicu- 
to announce that all pictures 
must have songs as was the subse- 
quent announcement that all pic- 
tures must not have songs. Each 
picture should be an individual ef- 
fort. 

It’s the frenzied copying of a suc- 


' 


lous 





cessful forerunner that’s so boring 
to audiences. Forget trends, advises 
!Mir. Lubtisch. Strive for individu- 
ality. The bread and butter fac- 


ltory of pictures is dead 
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Johnny’s first picture 
“Disorderly Conduct” is a product 
that any director in the business 
would be mighty well pleased to 
sign his name to. 


KK SF “Disorderly . Conduct” 
is a fast moving, well directed, 
highly entertaining screen play 
that gave the audience at the 
Santa Monica Criterion plenty of 
laughs and thrills the other night 
when it was given to them as a 
surprise preview. 


Bill McGuire had a hand in piling 
up success for the picture by turn- 
ing in a logical well motivated 
story. Del Andrews furnished some 
snappy dialogue. Spencer Tracy and 
Ralph Bellamy look like a new 
team for Fox. They carried the ac- 
tion along in a first class manner. 


“Disorderly Conduct” will be good 
news to the managers of Fox the- 
-atres throughout the land. 
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| WORD-OF-MOUTH... 


has started working for you. Help 
it along with 


EXPLOITATION ..» 


and here’s a title wide open for it (see 
Fox Press Book for 16 socko stunts). 


START PLANNING... - 


for big business . . . and start your 
planning by setting your date NOW. 


~~ 
SALLY EILERS »-SPENCER TRACY 
EL BRENDEL 


1 | Dickie Moore Allan Dinehart 
Claire Maynard Ralph Bellamy 


Story by William Anthony McGuire 
Diteted by JOHN W. CONSIDINE, Jr. 


FOX PICTURE 
Released MAR. 20th 


3 SPI $E%3 
SEIS 
We 


ME 


¥ 
wonnes et ES 








grt S 
LS HEIR ee ee eet 
?; : ey 


they Sees 





Bice tts See 
ee SSIES 





SENSES A HIT 



















Riis 


bare 
xe 


SS 


x 


% 


On 
~ 
oe 


SSS 
MORI 


$ wa 
eer 
> 


A 
aK 
ie Be) 
2. 


aks 
oes 
weet 

Nae 


cs 


Este 
$83 


Se, 
we 
fecteeee 
‘ 
$s 
‘, 


oe 
~ 


“ne 


> 
ister 
% 

% 


RESSES 


i 


i 
eee 








$$) 
3533 SSS 
wh 
Peter Ah 
Ae 











ee oe 


: 
3 
4 





20 VARIETY 


FEEM REVIEWS 
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Talking Shorts 








FORD STERLING 
*It Ought to Be a Crime’ 
Comedy 
20 Mins. 
Beacon, N. Y. 
Paramcunt 

Well enough made and attacking 
the risibilities with sufficient po- 
tency to merit play-dating on best 
of first-run shows. Ford Sterling, 
as a home-loving German, is asked 
to demonstrate how near wife-hbeat- 
ing a husband can approach as a 
result of unreasonable actions. 

Short opens with the wife scream- 


ing as though her hubby’s killing 
her, with action shifting to the 


courtroom, where the defendant is 
up against what looks like a tough 
siege. His jury comprises 11 old 
dames and one half-baked man. 
But when the testimony reveals the 
wife was one of those home super- 
intendents who had a pash for mov- 
ing the furniture around al] the 
time, the judge, prosecutor, clerk of 
the court and even spectators get 
chummy. 

With that change, the material 
turns satirical with anything liable 
to happen contrary to court pro- 
cedure. Judge finally asks the de- 
fendant to call him ‘George’ instead 
of ‘Your Honor,’ and so on. 

When finally His Honor suggests 
hubby and his pain go into his 
chambers to make up, the wife 
moves the chair from behind former 
and the fight starts all over again. 

Sterling has able support in Mar- 
jorie Beebe, Charles Halton, Jed 
Prouty, Walter Fenner and others. 
Albert Ray directed from a story by 
Nunnally Johnson. Char. 


‘TRAGEDY OF EVEREST’ 
Scenic 
30 Mins. 
Roxy, N. Y:. ' 
Capitol 
Three-reeler is a travelog scenic, 


deriving its tragic title from the 
futile effort by two of the Capt. 
Noel expedition to surmount the 


highest mountain peak on earth. 

Beautiful scenically, the dramatic 
futility of man to best nature's 
etark handicaps, in surmounting the 
icy Everest, is nicely gotten across. 
That it could have been done in 
two reels, and more effectively, 
geemingly did not occur to anybody. 

David Ross, radio announcer, 
does the spieling. He is effective if 
verbose in sending over the mes- 
sage that no white man has ever 
scaled Everest before. It leaves the 
audience with the same feeling as 
the Byrd pictures did—a sensation 
of having seen a lot of ice and 
snow and nothingness. And it’s 
still tough to work yourself up over 
nothing. 

Oke in an early groove in a class 
house but otherwise a chaser on its 
length. Abel. 


TRAVELAUGHS 

John Medbury 

10 Mins. 

Mayfair, New York 
Columbia 

Travelog on natives in Haiti, cus- 
tomary street scenes and habits, are 
touched up with sound effects and 
John Medbury wisecracks. 

A lot of people laugh with Med- 
bury and a lot don't. Some of John's 
cracks are a little too suggestive, 
even though all are bromidic. 

It takes a long time for the film 
to get to where John says the na- 
tives are voodooing. Scene, then, is 





BURNS and ALLEN 
‘Babbling Brook’ 


Comedy 
9 Mins. 
Rialto, New York 
Paramount 
George Burns and Gracie Allen 
inject much comedy into this sub 
ject, albeit the laughs are not as 


well paced as in the previous Burns 
and Allen skits. The dizzy, inane 
substance of the skit. With 
team a plot or a 


setting 


gags. Crossfire goes off into a tan- 
gent that could be practically as ef- 
fective against a backdrop. 

Miss Allen here is a saleslady in 
a book store. Burns 
purchase a book and the Burns and 
Allen dizzy crossfire ensues. 
up to a small sized mob scene all 
offering their versions of a phrase 
(‘far from me be it’) which Miss | 
Allen inverts and which all help to| 
tangle, 


. | 
Contains enough laughs to score. | 
The crossfire of this comedy team | 
always works up a response | 


MARJORIE BEEBE 
Comedy 
9 Mins. 
Strand, N. Y. 
Vitaphone No. 1301 

Marjorie Beebe, heroine of in- 
numerable Vitaphone two-reelers, is 
center of an elaborate low comedy 
subject which looks as though it 
might have cost a gocd deal to pro- 
duce. If so, it is scarely worth the 
cost or footage. 
Miss Beebe is a cigaret 
night club, plenty of 
loaded cigars and the like figuring 
here. Gets tangled up with an a.k. 
New Year's Eve reveler on the make, 
leading to a struggle in a taxicab 
later, pursuit by the police and a 
burlesque sequence in a police court 
where the travesty judge takes up 
the flirtation idea. Short 
roughhouse finale, with judge, 
attendants and all going 
explosive cigars for a rough-and- | 
tumble finale. 

Machine-made clowning done in|} 
a routine way. Just a filler. 

} 
| 





girl ina 
knockabout, 





jas a’ 
court 


10r more 


Rudy. 


MAGIC CARPET SERIES 
‘Fisherman’s Luck’ 
10 Mins. 
Embassy, N. Y. 
Fox Movietone 

One of the most gripping views 
of a rough sea, through a camera 
perched on the deci: of a si. all fish- 
ing vessel, opens this episode. It 
has to do with fishing off the Grand 
Banks, which is disillusioning to the 
average lubber. When the boys get 
on the grounds they just keep 
throwing over ~e nets and pulling 
them in until it is time to go home, 

Shark fishing is more exciting. 
A short clip on this subject shows 
a man falling overboard just as a 
big man-eater is pulled alongside, 

Maiden pearl divers off the Japa- 
nese coasts are included. Trays of 
pearls as they appear in store win- 
dows are obtained with little effort 
in this region. Waly. 





-—_- 


‘SINO-JAPANESE CURSE’ 
Travel 
15 Mins. 
Strand, N. Y. 
Cinephone 
Made the subjec’ of ‘ urrent inter- 





just straight up and down dancing 
with an occasional close-up of some 





of the darker netherlimbs. Waly. 
CURIOSITIES 

10 Mins. 

Translux, New York 


Columbia 

In his latest assembly of odd cir- 
curistances, Walter Futter shows 
parts of Arizona where the drink- 
ing water has to be tested with a 
coin; New Orleans’ ‘suicide oak 
tree, and a California fire eater. 
Also treasure hunting in Mexico is 
not overlooked. 

livpnotizing a hen until it con- 
centrates both eyes on a chalk line 
is an interesting clip. The one on 
Chinese fishermen using cormorants 
has lain long in the yaults of the 


average picture company. Waly. 
TAL KERTOON 
*The Robot’ 
10 Mins. 
Loew's New York 
Paramount 

Cartoon with several lanehs and 
dashes of originality. timbo, the 
character, has to knoex out the car- 
nival champ to get married. So, he 
turns his auto into a rabot 

Looks as though it might have 
been inspired by ‘Frankenstein.’ 

Waly. 





‘BOP WHITE’ 
Grzntiand Rice 
Spertlight; 10 Mins. 
Mayfair, New York 

RKO-Pathe 

Some excellent camera work in 
this, and some even better perform- 
ances by pointing and retrieving 
dogs. 

It is a great short for the bird 
hunter, but the kind holding little 
interest for the average picture- 
goer. Waly. 


ee TS te 


est, this old travel subject of indus- 
tries in Manchuria has een taken 
off the shelf and tricked out with a 
dubbed lecture by Norman Broken- 
shire, radio announcer. 

Lecture is trimtly done, with in- 
teresting comment an? a little gag- 
ging. Public interest in the seat 
of the Sino-Jap affair does the rest 
to sustain interest, but subject is 
shortlived now that action of the 
real struggle arovnu Shanghai are 
beginning to reach the American 


screen. Rush. 
‘WILD AND WOOLLY’ 
Rodeo 
10 Mins. 
Loew’s New York 
M-G-M 

Pete Smith, Metro’s west coast 

press agent and one time leading 


wisecracker at the p.a. mass meet- 
turning smart in 
Scraps of bull throwing, 
riding, and broncho busting are the 
targets for Pete’s jibes. Some of 
the cracks are as old as the ones 
Pete made at the WAMPAS five 
years ago—and almost as bad. 
People in the New York grinds, 
however, are still finding something 
funny in some of them. Waly. 


ings, is 


sound, 


screen 





THE VOICE OF HOLLYWOOD 
10 Mins. 
Translux, New York 
Tiffany 

New idea in way of introducing 
screen stars and their homes is by 
locale suggesting television. Lew 
Ayres as the guest broadcaster in 


this offering is shown on the full 
screen but several other stars are 


kept within a 
‘television.’ 
comments, 


frame described as 
Usual potpourri of 
bows, etc., are included. 
Probably of general interest t: 
the more avid followers of «screen 
mags. Waly. 








quips of Miss Allen are as usual the |} 
this | 
means 
nothing except as a background for | 


comes in to} 


Leads | 


| 





Miniature Reviews 





‘Arsene Lupin’ (M-G-M). 
John and Lionel Barrymore’s 
first joint screen appearance 
which is. sufficient. Acting 
subordinates speed of detec- 
tive story, but its box office 
is surefire on the name dis- 
play. 

‘The 


Sale’s 


Expert? (WB). Chic 
old man characteriza- 
tion and a fine human interest 
story spoiled by writing it 
down to level of vaudeville 


low comedy, Full of false 
values and mistreatment of 
Edna Ferber original tale and 


+ > nla a 
its later stage play. 


‘Cheaters at Play’ (Fox). 
Elementary crook meller with 
Thomas Meighan and Char- 


lotte Greenwood. Weak b. o. 
candidate best for middle class 


houses, 


‘Cross Examination’ (Weiss 
Bros.-Artclass). Courtroom 
drama, put on rather effec- 


tively to solve a murder, thus 
making picture also a mystery. 
Weighs enough to hold down 
billing and ideal as half 
of double feature shows. H. 
Bb. Warner the star. 

‘Law and Order’ (U). Horses 
and guns, without a gal in the 
cast or action. Walter Hus- 
ton's work good but restricted 
to an all-male audience. 


‘A Private Scandal’ (Head- 


solo 


line). Conventional indie melo- 
drama, good enough for the 
double feature houses with 
some more editing. 

‘Final Edition’ (Col.) A 
newspaper story with the 


newsmen getting the best of it 


and doing up the gangsters. 
Plenty of action and a gen- 
erally good production with 
Mae Clarke scoring another 
hiit. 
‘Land of Wanted Men’ (Mono- 
gram). Western story with 
plenty of action, hard riding 


and several good fights. Story 
not particularly well done, but 
lack covered up by action. 
‘The Dragnet Patrol’ (Ac- 
tion). Cheaply produced, poor- 
ly directed, simple theme with 
a cast of names that doesn’t 


mean much. 

‘Sein Scheidungsgrund’ 
(Ufa). Very poor German 
musical, No name players 
don't help even for strictly 
German houses. 


‘Sally of the Subway’ (Ac- 
tion). Mild crook story on an 
old framework, with Dorothy 
tevier in for the name and 
Jack Mulhall and Blanche Ma- 
haffey making good personal 
scores. Nothing whatever to 
do with subways. Merely a 
girl’s gang name. 











‘WAIT TILL THE SUN SHINES’ 
With Round Towners Quartet 
Max Fleischer Cartoon 
8 Mins. 
Rialto, New York 

Paramount 

One of the Max Fleischer ‘Petty 
Boop’ song strips. Round Towners 
quartet, a radio harmony team, is 
featured on the song end. 

Short opens with the twe main 
cartoon characters going ice skat- 
ing and falling through the ice. 
Situation and query of Betty Boop 


fs to what they shall do leads into 


the old song ‘Wait Till the Sun 
Shines, Nellie,” which the quartet 
handles. Latter are garbed a la tin 
type characters all muffled up. 
Warbling is good and is adeptly 
cued with the lyrics and cartoon 
action shown on the screen. 
Oke song cartoon filler. 


| repression. 


ARSENE LUPIN 


M-G-M production and release, co-star- 
ring John and Lionel Barrymore; directed 
by Jack Conway. From the French stage 
play of two decades or 80 ago by Maurice 
LeBlane and Francis de Croisset. Adapta- 
tion by Carey Wilson. Dialog by Bayard 
Veiller and Lenore Coffee. Cameraman, 
Oliver T. Marsh, Film editor, Hugh Wynn. 
At the Capitol, New York, Feb. 26. Run- 
ning time, 64 mins. 


Duke of Charmerace.......John Barrymore 


Guerchard .cccccsceseses Lionel Barrymore 
Sonia ..ccccseceee eabeecese ..Karen Morley 
Prefect of POlic@. .cceeceeeeucere John Miljan 
Gourney-Martin cssceereeees fully Marshall 
Sheriff's Mam.vececeecseeserss Hienry Armetta 
Sheriff's Mam. .sessevecseeees George Davis 
Butler ...cccces PYYTTTITT TTT John Davidson 
Laurent ..ccceces sha édden eee ee 
Marie ..--scecsssseneseces Mary Jane Irving 

First screen appearance of John 


and Lionel Barrymore together and 
their acting of this old standard de- 
tective story insure its box office in 
i spite of the absence of othe. quali- 
that make for notable screen 
successes. Fine acting lifts the pro- 
duction to a high artistic level, but 
the suspicion does occur that prob- 
ably it is that same acting that 
gives the unfolding of the tale some 
rather dull moments. 

Action often is allowed to lapse 
for dangerously long intervals while 
the two Barrymores elaborate their 
interpretation of the  super-thief 
(John) and the dogged detective 
(Lionel), probably the only two 


ties 


| players in the American studio field 
iwho can 


subordinate dramatic ac 
tion to their personal playing tech- 
nique and make the public like it. 

The story from all angles is in- 
ferior to the recent screening of 
‘Raffles’ with Ronald Colman, and 
for dramatic punch and audience 
suspense it doesn’t match the latter 
release. But that doesn’t interfere 
with ‘Arsene Lupin,’ with the Bar- 
rymores, becoming a major box- 
office release, due largely to the 
prestige of the players and their 
compelling handling of two roles 
that are distinctly artificial, but 
none the less absorbing in the un- 
folding. 


The production in its technical 
side is splendid and the cast sur- 
rounding the two stars faultless. 
Picture is full of excellent stage 


device, shrewdly managed, and these 
things lift the story out of the wood- 
pulp magazine fiction into a 
spirited bit of adventure and ro- 
mance. Perhaps it was good pro- 
duction judgment that dictated the 
picture's handling, so that it avoided 
all the clap-trap of the commercial 
detective-thief chase, device to 
which the Royal Family declined to 
stoop. At least it addresses itself 
to a higher class of fans than 
lurid type of dime-novel subject. 

John plays the glamorous Lupin 
without any flambuoyant display, 
and even goes to extremes of suave 
The brilliant crook 
finds himself in a tight place and 
extricates himself from the difficulty 
with a few calm words and a casual 
gesture. These things do not make 
for popular applause, but they do 
create a certain admiration for the 
actor who can make them effective. 
Lionel's detective, Guerchard, man- 
ages the role with almost equal 
nonchalance, except that he does 
subtly suggest something of the in- 
ner turmoil and fury of the plod- 
ding and frustrated thief catcher as 
the quarry slips away from him 
time after time. Indeed, although 
John has a monopoly on the ro- 
mantic interest throughout, Lionel 
gets an edge in acting punch. 

A neat angle of the film version 
is the fact that the audience never 
sees Lupin in the act of larceny it- 
self, a trick of indirection that 
works out well. His campaign is 
always foreshadowed vaguely or re- 
vealed after it has been accom- 
plished, and this literary scheme is 
maintained until the last episode, 
when the elaborate plot to steal the 
Mona Lisa from the Louvre is 
worked out in detail and in sight, a 
fitting climax and a well-paced and 
balanced sequence, 

Capital surprise twist for the 
finish has Lupin on the way to po- 
lice headquarters in a cab with the 
detective, when the thief catcher, 
surrendering to his admiration for 
the clever crook who has outwitted 
him so long, gives him a hint of a 


class 








-_ 





The Woman’s Angle 








‘Arsene Lupin’ (Metro). Feminine 
ing detective yarn depends entirely 
the film provides Bro. John with ar 
to display his classic profile, neithe 
overcome a flimsy, fabulous plot. 


‘The Expert’ (W.B.). 


a picture. Here it is gagged up, 


femme audiences. No box office na 

‘Cheaters at Play’ (Fox). Old fas} 
flaps cold. 
of the tale salvages it for the mor 

‘Cross Examination’ (Supreme). 
tive and diminish feminine interest 
No personality in the cast for the 
over, 

‘File No. 113’ (U). Title, 


or no 


a Parisian robbery. Plot doesn't es 





its cast. 


superficial incidents that deprive it of conviction and 


However, presence of Thomas Meighan ana 


spare most fanettes the necessity of sitting through 


2 enjoyment of this amiable, unexcit- 
on the Brothers Barrymore. Though 
) elegant role and ample opportunity 
r brother's present b.o, standing can 


Incompatability of the older generation and the 
new is an idea which must be treated with sincerity in order to sustain 


resulting in an unrelated 


thus 


ehain of 
interest for 
mes to save it. 


1ioned crook stuff that will leave the 


nimble telling 


ns and kiddies, 





Repetitious flashbacks deaden narra- 
in the testimony at a 
ladies to 


murder 
greatly 


trial. 


become concerned 


Interest to feminine will 
recital of 


member of 


audiences, 
dull 
any 


this 


tablish sympathy for 


the | 


———— 


way to escape by jumping from the 
bridge they are crossing and swim. 
ming away, while the detective fireg 
purposely futile shots and then re. 
ports that the scoundrel was killed 
and lost in the river. And it is upon 
this solution that the picture closes, 

Story has a touch of discreet but 
sophisticated spice in the love af. 
fair between Lupin and Sonia, the 
girl released from prison on parole 
and forced to aid the police in the 
pursuit. Several bedroom scenes 
are managed with astonishing skill} 
to get over a maximum of meaning 
with a minimum of blunt statement 
while the girl falls hard the 
Beau Brummel crook and he goeg 
for her in the same spirit; but the 
love passages are dealt with in a 
jaunty style that is the last word 
in subtle exposition. Pieture has 
numerous bits of conflict beiw n 
the thief and pursuer§ that 
achieve real high comedy, an ele. 
ment one not usually look for 
in detective melodramas, unless they 
are played by the sarry mores, 
Femme lead is played by 
Morley with a beautiful 
reticence and occasional emphasis 
that gives to her a distinctive place 
in the picture, her acting skill] 
ing fortified by much 
bearing. 


for 


his 


does 


Karen 
balance of 


be- 


charm of 


Tully Marshall turns in his usual 
} rounded and satisfying performance 
in a minor part. Rush. 


THE EXPERT 





Warner Bros. production and release, 
starring Charles (Chic) Sale | t , 
Archie Mayo. From the short st« Old 
Man Minick,’ by Edna Ferber to a 
Stage play by the author and (Ger ge & 
Kaufman and produced in 1004 Adaptae 
tion and dialog, Julian Josephs and 
Maude Howell. Cameraman, Bob Kurrle. 
Assistant directors, Al Alborn and Jack 
Okey. Film editor, Jim Gibbon At the 
Strand, New York, Feb. 26. Runnin: me, 
65 mins. 

1 The Expert....ccccseces Charles (Chic) Sale 
he Bre ee ee 1) loore 
| Nettie oS ee 6s La Wilson 
|} Fred Minick 6694640406065 . Earle Foxe 

RE 6446 6c eaeerawaneees Ralf Harolde 
Sadie eee ee ee eee ee ee Adrienne Dore 
REEF Per error Teer Tere Walt Catlett 

| Da a awens - ; ‘8 .. Noel Francis 
Miss Crackenwald...... EK) beth 1] terson 

Responsibility for an inferior re- 
lease with Chic Sale rests with the 

|story selection. It is best adapted 
to the lesser houses, 

Everything that could he done 
With the material has been done by 
the production staff and the cast, but 
the fact is that the subject doesn’t 





jell. Reason is not far to seek and lies 
in the impossibility of taking a chare 
acter and action that properly be- 
longs in the comedy relief class and 
insisting with great determination 
upon blowing it up intoa full-length 


feature. It’s still comedy relief and 
no dramatic vigor behind it for re- 
lief purposes, 

Script has departed widely from 
both the Edna Ferber short story 
original and from the stage play 
based upon it. Probability is that 
the studio tried to make the story 


conform to the formula of the same 
company's ‘The Star Witness,’ which 


involved writing much new matter 
around the story and play, anda 


bringing in the new element of a 
child part, played extremely well by 
Dickie Moore, who figured in 
‘Witness.’ 


also 


The youngster (he’s six) is ‘a fase 
cinating figure on the sereen. but 


here has small sentimental backing, 
while the Sale part inspires more 
impatience than sympathy. All 
that’s left for the feature, then, is a 
few crude comedy laughs, for which 
the producers have to thank more 
the remarkable Sale characteriza- 
tion than any skill the studio used 
in getting the story on the celluloid. 

What Miss Ferber wrote as a 
gently understanding view of an old 
man brought into the household of 
his married son, where both he and 
the young couple suffer from the 
clashes of two well-intentioned 
generations who get on each cther’s 
nerves, has been twisted around 
into a comic distortion of the 
mother-in-law joke, with a_ self- 
sufficient old man in place of the 
self-willed mama of the wife. The 
comedy that can be squeezed out of 
an agonizing family situation is en- 
tirely confined to the lowest grade 
of fandom, and it proves so in this 
case. Laughs are only scattered, 
and the gross overplaying of the 
low comedy angle doesn't help the 
picture’s class. 

Finally the title, ‘The Expert,’ is 
a shoddy effort to capitalize Sale’s 
amazingly popular monograph, ‘The 
Specialist,’ which suggests that per- 
haps that angle of exploitation was 
adopted in a desperate effort to 
drag ina selling point. ‘The Ex- 
pert’ 4s a title in itself inspires no 
reaction calculated to drag the cus- 
tomers downtown for the evening. 
; An entirely extraneous sub-plot is 
introduced when a crook who does a 
Fagin With the child breaks into the 
Minick apartment and steals $2,000 
from the old man’s trunk, throwing 
suspicion on the boy. Old Man 
Minick gets a hint of w hat has hap- 
pened and goes after the erook, 
using his skill as a wrestler, a sur- 
vival of his young days, to pin the 
thief down and then hana him over 
to the police. This only adds to the 
feeling that the whole business is a 
poor job of patchwork, as does also 
the finish where Minick goes into a 
ritzy old men’s home, and takes the 
child with him, the rules of the in- 
stitution making eligible a 
date ‘under 90,’ 

Lois Wilson, 
‘actresses in 


candi- 





most 


young 


persuasive of 
matron parts, 
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here is too good, drawing the sym-| vealed as the mother of the boy on BLONDE CAPTIVE cellent, with reminiscences of suit- FINAL EDITION 
athy that should go to the old man, trial, confesses on her deathbed to able tunes, according to situation. 
and the same 1s true of Earle Foxe|the crime. Something of maudlin Produced by Northwestern Australian Story shows a French hick town, Columbia production and release. Feae 
as the younger Minick. Rush. sympathy is wrung in through the | Neanderthal Expedition Syndicate; released where, according to custom, a young } t¥ting Pat O’Brien and Mae Clarke; story 
2 housekeeper-mother part. It is done by Wm. M. Pizor. Directed by Dr. Paul oist of ack ledwed virtue is t he by Roy Chanslor; adaptation and dialog by 
Se” Mees ty part. ; Withington and Clinton Childs; Ralph P. | S/F! Of acknowledged virtue 18 CO De | Horothy Howell; directed by Howard Hige 
yy Sarah Padden, but at no time King and Linus J. Wilson, camera; Thorn- | ceremoniously presented with a cash | gins. Benj. Kline, camera: Edward Bernds, 
CHEATERS AT PLAY threatens to crack open as the-j|ton P. Dewhurst and George L. Crapp, prize. French word for such a girl | sound; Jack Dennis, editor. At the Hippoe 
atrical. sound; Nathan C, Braunstein, editor; dialog is ‘rosiere.’ In this town it happens drome, New York, week of Feb. 20. Rune 
-" roduction and _ release. Features ‘ se —— ute a : > and narrative by Lowell Thomas. Powers ; et Gx Ph . ‘ | ning time, 66 mins, 
Fox. Meighan and Charlotte Greenwood. Coun elors are wt nh © by H. B. |Cinephone recording. Deluxe premier at | that no girl ean be found of unim-/ sim Brads O'Brien 
re he Hamiiton MacFadden from Warner (defense) and Edmund Liberty, New York, Feb. 26, followed by | peachable virtue, so, guided by aj] Anne Woo Clarke 
oa by Louis Joseph Vance; screen play, 3reese (prosecutor). Donald Dilla- | nine-show grind for run, Running time, supercilious lady who bosses the | Patsy Ki: Doran 
M. Ss. Boylan; camera, Ernest Palmer; | way is a juvenile with excellent pos- | ¥¥ mins. town, the municipality decides to Sid Malvern.... seeeceeeeess. 3 amg: | reas 
sound, Joseph Aiken; assistant director, | sibilities. Sally Blaine has little to rive the prize to a grocer’s assist- Neil Selby sete eee reeesereees forgan a lace 
- ar «6 Bl ystone. At the Bex, N.: Xa ig a f i £ € 1@ prize oa grocers assis POOGEIO. 040455000066 b54 60668 es Donlan 
Jasper ob. 26. Running time, 58 mins. do and does it perfunctorily. There is a blonde in the picture, | ant—a wayward youth with vicious | Dan Cameron........20seeeeeee Phil Tead 
pe re 1 Lanyard ci ig Thomas Meighan In a technical way as well done as | but the captive portion of the title] instincts, whose uncouth appear- | Jim Conroy....sseeeseeeeeees hah os 
See Crosier. gf Me Charlotte Greenwood most product of major producer-|seems largely a matter of faith.| ance insures virtue. He is presented a eer .......Bertha Mang 
Maurice Parry..e.- eees- William Bakewell | distributors. Char, |} Primarily this is the photographic} with the $20 prize at a big banquet, | D Ph nae tg “ ‘ , th 
- t talpl org . =a . $43 : 2 : , ‘veloping along the lines i ; 
Freddie Sneeeereeeness he % we Bag ee lrecord of an expedition into the following which he gets tight. starts | ts ve ; pi ph E = Rade 
Fenno Crozier. .cescocceses smite — ;comparatively undeveloped north- ticing n i , tual BOWSPALSS Fane cue, ~ om 
Tess BOyce..ccccece ececceness Linda Watkins W | : ? : noticing women, ane eventually ffar ’ I<} : torr if vir 
= - gaa oer coe ee ee eee William Pawiley LA AND ORDER |western portion of Australia where | lands in a brothel, where he spends offers a briskly P > ed . ory ofa girl 
BECTEtAET sa vsccecscoscsoeses Olin Howland Universal production and release. Stars|the aboriginal bushman, regarded] his prize money. When he is dis- | ®POrter Who outsmarts the master 
Detective Crane.....-.....James Kirkwood Walter tiuston, _ Features Harry Carey, | by ethnologists as the closest ap-| covered to be missing, a general = and nis henchman and mre 
; grew ag ie - : rome smi ~= am —— ee ee | proach to primeval man still exist- | alarm is sent out for him. and he the story of the latest crime deve - 
Sophomoric and familiar Crook | ee eee roan Hacten and Tom heea: | ing, is to be found least debased by | finally turns up the next day, but | °P™ment for her paper. It’s a theme 
- s ally paced for B houses screen play, John Huston and Tom Reed; : , J nail irns 1} tne nex aay, u which 1 be ru ‘arred presently 
stuff normally pacer * oe photography, Jackson Rose. At the Hip-|intermixture with other’ blood] very much altered. | ne ee ee ee Mh 
Major portion of the action tran- | podrome, N. Y., week Feb. 27. Running | strains. nia ' . |} but it still has a punch, and this 
spires on shipboard, although it is] time, 70 min T) hi : Fernandel, vaude entertainer, acts | story has been given plenty of speed 
. . ene » sen , . _ > > re ‘a Cra © a ~] ro wy 1a ine , > - 2 . a ° 
not another of those ‘Grand Hotel Ae po ae oo W ulter Huston rm ead been —, — appears | the youth exceedingly well. eile to overcome the frequently implaus- 
rs . . uf TAM eee eee eeeeee eeeeeeee arry arey { é © Vv > as i ~> ~ » is ‘e ‘ ic » ; ; . Y ~¢ > , ; } 
motivations. With it is a dash of a SR ehaens Bore ted “se way yr Pte ag _ an oe physique is remindful of Michel | ible incidents. Not strong enough 
Louis Joseph vance’s ‘Lone Wolf’ | Judge WUBI 5c ocsacisss Russell Simpson sell Ges sibl o began ticket Simon, but he looks less sophisti- | for the deluxers, it should develop 
stuff in that Thomas Meighan, re- | Luther Johnson....-...--..Russell Hopton se ing. Js ensibly the trip was|cated, and his voice is exceedingly satisfactory grosses below that and 
= eer a: Pie aap gan apy ~ ‘ Poe Northrup... ...essccccecceee-Ralph Ince | SUpPposedly to locate a white woman | clear. Marcel Simon as the mavor |]. he s » time give audience sate 
formed crook, insists on a solo hand ee J nasa ‘: * a : Ah at the same time give audience sa 
: ‘ating $375,000 worth of stolen Walt Northrup....ecee..-+-- Harry Woods|held captive by the bushmen, but] overacts slightly. Marcel Carpen- isfaction 
in locating elo, : : were Kurt Northrup........-Richard Alexander | that is merely to give narrative in-| tier as the alderm: who is als . 7 o , 
pearls, at the same time reforming | Fin Elder........ seeeeeeeeeAlphonz Ethier | tarest to the fil : bl 7 1S SAS nAn, WHO 28 2180 Story tells of the running down 
a long lost son who, unbeknown to | Johnny Kinsman..............Andy Devine | *°"*S* * 16 Him assembly. captain of the firemen, is excellent | of Selby, who operates through his 
him, had commenced following his —— iia There are a number of known in- and reminds of Oliver Hardy. | man Malvern to control crime rev- 
father’s now past career as a so- Peace took a holiday in Tomb- | stances of white women who drift Francoise Rosay is very well castin | enues. When the new police com- 
cial parasite. stone and another drahma of the |into the back blocks just as white | the character part of the town lady | missioner intervenes, he is bumped 
From the opening sequences be- | Wild West was born. With all the | women consort with the Negro ele- boss, and exceedingly well sup- | off and his evidence stolen. A girl 
tween the dick and the reformed | Cards stacked against him in this | ment in Harlem. By accident or| Ported in the comedy part of her/ reporter vamps Malvern, almost 
crook, the general scheme of things | Picture Walter Huston manages to | Contge. the expedition located one | ™maid, done by Margut rite Pierry. | sets bumped off, but comes through. 
becomes obvious. Equally clear is | crash though for another fine char- | 0f these, which motivates the story Other femmes no hit. ; Just how is told in a manner to hold 
acter portrayal, but it’s still only a |for the public, not particularly in- If the censor winks at this one, suspense and build interest. 


the cheating-cheaters idea. 
That it is replete with incon- 
gruities and elementary matter of a 


calibre associated with the serial 
genera of a decade ago, didn’t de- 
ter :ts booking into IF ox’s ace de- 
luxer, explainable solely by a dire 


paucity of product. 

For a while, the hokum having to 
do with button-button-who’'s-got- 
the-stolen-jools was mildly accept- 
able, but it all becomes silly to- 
wards the end. 

It is not clear until the second or 
third reel that the ship is west- 
bound for New York, and only cued 
by Charlotte Greenwood’s attempt 
to bring in the jools sans declara- 
tion. 

In between the crooks are Morse- 
coding each other by tapping on 
bridge tables or spelling out sup- 
posedly subtle messages by tapping 
a smoking pipe on teeth. Meighan, 
the reformed crook, discovers in 
William Bakewell his long lost son. 
Bakewell and Barbara Weeks, in 
her usual saccharine harmlessness, 
comprise the love interest. 

Its 58 minutes running time evi- 
dences that the picture moves fast, 
at least, if not coherently. No per- 
formances to speak of. Everybody 


just drifts through the _ picture 
Meighan acts stern and _ self-re- 
liant. Greenwood merely talks 
about the swell social catch she had 
made and alternates her social 
stance with her chorine lingo for 
mild comedy returns. She gets her 
long legmania in for a Mack Sen- 


nett battle with pseudo-desperados 


whom she apparently bowls over 
with one lift of her gams. 

Linda Watkins, over whom Fox 
worked itself up at the time the 


Wampas slighted her in the Wam- 
pas Baby polls, is sloughed off here 


in a bit as a crook’s moll. William 
Pawley is her sinister aide. Only 
other cast member of prominence 


is James Kirkwood, as a detective, 
and registering mildly. Olin How- 


land is likewise relegated to a 
secretary role, 
Production, technically satisfac- 


Abel. 


CROSS-EXAMINATION 


Supreme Features production and Weiss 
Bros.-Artclass release. Directed by Richard 
Thorpe. Story and dialog by Arthur Hoerl. 


tory; directorially poor. 


Photography by A. Anderson. Recording 
by Mack Dalgleish. Stars H. B. Warner. 
At Beacon, New York, for week starting 
Feb. 4. tunning time, 60 mins. 

en us ee H. B. Warner 
Grace Varney...... feaseeiee ses Sally Blaine 
Inez Wells...... eeseceess Natalie Moorhead 


Dwight Simpson. .--.-Edmund Breese 


Emory Wells.........++..William V. Mong 
David Wells...... ecocseses Vonald Dillaway 
Mary CROVEUNS: ccccsceocs Sarah Padden 
Judge Hollister....cessees Vilfred Lucas 


Warren Slade Niles Welch 
Etta Billings 


A murder story laid in a court- 
room and told in the words of op- 
Posing counsel and witnesses, with 
flashbacks picturing a portion of the 


testimony. While wordy and to 
some extent routine in its forensic 
calisthenics, there is sufficient en- 


tertainme nt value wrapped up in the 
‘ial drama to get it first-run 
heighborhood booking. 

A worthy pick for double 
bills, ‘Cross-Examination’ ought to 
be able to solo it in many opera- 
tions, including up here, where it 
Was indicating a draw when caught. 

lor independently-made product, 
much more than the customary 
Value is received. Picture has its 
slowness at points and is repeti- 
tious, Such as the court oaths, but 
the whole it maintains a fairly 
S00d grip. Minimum of action 
curs, three-fourths of the 
! embracing questioning of 
Witnesses, direct and cross-exumi- 
nation, summation to jury, ete. 

In favor of the story and direction 
he close adherence to court pro- 





feature 


on 


oc- 
about 


votage 


cedure, This, in part, tends to 
ereate ti few stretches of Joose- 
Ness and tedium it contains. 
Suspense as to whether the son 
accused of murdering his villainous 
Father is guilty carries sturdily to 
the end “when the former house- 
eper of the slain millionaire, re 


fair to middling horse opera. 
Greatest trouble with this pic- 

ture lies in the fact that someone 

cut out the dame angle. Not a 


woman in the cast, and only a faint 
attempt at romance in the chatter. 
While admittedly the romance in 
pictures of this sort is -generally 
of a pretty low and unappealing 
sort, cutting it out seems to be 
even worse. 

Plenty of gum-fire 
With no kick 
score. Huston 
son, the big 
Kansas who 
to bring some law and order. All 
the usual complications, including 
the crooked sheriff and the coward- 
ly judge, but Frame fights through 
to the end. That end consists of a 
gun fight in which every one of the 
crooks and crooked leaders are 
killed, as well as every one of 
Frame’s side-kicks and assistants. 
And Frame, mounted on his trusty 
steed, rides out of town, his duty 
done. 

Edward Cahn, who 
a pretty handsome job, 
taken into consideration. Huston 
was oke and Ray Hatton hands in 
his usual act again. The other men 
do quite all right, but added up, 
it’s still a candidate for only double 


and action, 
on. that 
Frame John- 
man from 
Tombstone 


possible 
plays 
clean-up 
arrives in 


directed, did 
everything 


feature houses and then only if 
coupled with a film having suf- 
ficient sex appeal. Kauf. 


Unter Falscher Flagge 


(‘Under False Flag’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 

Berlin, Feb. 20. 
production and Deutsch 
After a film novel 


Universal-Tobis 
Universal Film release. 


by Max Kimmich. Manuscript, Johannes 
Brandt, Josef Than, Max Kimmich. Di- 
rection, Johannes Meyer. Production 
management, Hans von Wolzogen, Max 
Wogritsch. Music, Guiseppe Becce. Sound, 
Adolph Jansen. Architecture, Otto Hunte. 


Photography, Otto Kanturek. Recorded on 
Tobis-Klangfilm. Cast Charlotte Susa, 
Gustav Frohlich, Friedrich Kayssler, Her- 
mann Speelmann, Ernst Dumcke, Joseph 
Alma, Gerhard Ritterband, Hans Brause- 
wetter. Hadrian Maria Netto, Elza Tem- 
ary, Hedwig Wanegel, Arthur Bergen, 
Theodore Loos. Aribert Waescher, _Harry 
Hardt, Karl Hannemann, Fritz Klippel. 
Running time, 90 minutes. At Ufa Palast 
am Zoo, Berlin. 

This picture has the best pros- 
pects for the German province that 
a picture has had for a long time 
and will probably be one of the 
sreatest boxoftice successes of this 
season. ; 

Sulkin, Russian spy, gets behind 
the German front and nurses Capt. 
Frank, German intelligence officer. 
He recovers, falls in love with her 
and marries her without knowing 
she has been sent by the Russians 
for espionage. Frank learning who 
his wife is resigns from the army, 
but is ordered to go to Warsaw, oc- 
cupied by the Russians as German 


spy. At a dance of the Russian 
headquarters he meets his former 
wife. She believes him guilty of 
her brother’s death and betrays 
him, but at the last moment con 
cedes his innocence and helps him 
escape, sacrificing her life. Picture 
is a thriller. 

Charlotte Susa shows again that 
she not only is one of the most 
beautiful women in German films 


also a real actress. 

Gustav Froehlich is sympathetic 
and appealing in his ways, as pre- 
scribed by his role, but in the big 
he misses. Friedrich Kays- 
Hermann Speelmanns (excel- 


scenes 


sler, 





lent in his natural comedy), Ernst 
Dumcke, Joseph Gerhar 
Ritterband, Hans tter 
Hadrian Maria Netto, 
Hedwig Wangel. Arthur Bergen 
Theodor Loos. Aribert Waeschel 
Harry Hardt and Kar! Hat 
all fit into the other 
parts, 

Sound in but ir 


mass scenes it co d have been 
ter. Tobis production 


be some hat oldfa 1i0n d 


ipparatus 


= LO 
to work 


Vaqnus 


t is not possible ar more 


¢ ony one microphone 





ts queer sequence : plot or the telling, but plenty of 
than its psychical element, as is to | riging, some shooting, a fine ranch 
be expected in a visual interpreta- le tion, with range shots and some 
tion of a story. However much interiors which pull down the pro- 
sexy films may be deprecated from duction average through their poor 
the industry's point of view, this painting and lighting. 
ae ; : never develops much suspense 
spot. his is not due so much to rs . interest for the weatera 
the sensational in the story as to its gg Fi cores oe tea Nec ys ros 
excellent treatment, especially in oe ween 4 “en ‘ sa pee ; ; . po ae 
he first ialf, which provides ex- eral comm iy bits. _— above aver- 
ceedingly good comedy, keeping the ee ares ini tha 
iudience roaring. Lack of suitable Beene 16 Tis USUAL type With ; wat ed 
comedy is considerably felt just D a on & a's yogi we nicely 
now, and is unquestionably the rea- | With @ coupie of hea adramauc 
son for the outstanding success of | bits but generally suggesting a boy 
any really funny film, such as this | @ctor rather than piain boy. Victor 
one, or the French version of Laurel | ’otel helps with the comedy, while | 
ind Hardy’s ‘Pardon U Lf Shumway is the heavy and 
Technically, photo of film is fair, | Pred Burns the sherifi , 
sound ditto, but direction unusually Story offers few obvious holes in 
eood, with several finds, and, for a he plot connection, but is poorly | 
French production, unusually fast; worked out in dialog. Direction 
' tempo Musical adaptation is ex-!™ dor ind fair sound. 


| the first 


terested in the Naenderthal man. 


Picture opens in the Explorers’ 
Club in N. Y. with members dis- 
cussing the _ similarity of types. 


Breaks to the expedition with shots 
of various native tribes in their 
dances and occupations. Toward 
the close a yellow-haired boy is dis- 
covered, whose father wears a pair 
of women’s drawers—the only one 
of several hundred natives shown 
who wear more than a gee string. 

Tracking him, in a series of ap- 
parently rehearsed scenes, the white 
woman who is his mother is located. 
She is undeniably of the Caucasian 
race in face and physical contour, 
and explains herself as the widow 
of a sea captain. Presumed public 
draw of this picture is the sight of 
the white woman practically un- 
clad, though a heavy tan causes her 
to resemble a native as to color. 
She is not physically attractive. 

In the earlier scenes a few cuts 
show the fauna of the country, with 
a closeup of a turtle laying its eggs 
in a nest partially eut away to per- 
mit close and rather nauseating 
photography. Another slap at the 
squeamish is the heart of a turtle 
which continues beating for some 
hours after removal from the car- 
cass. More interesting are shots at 
the kangaroo and a picture of the 
duck-billed platypus, which lays 
eggs yet suckles its young. 

Some of the native dances give a 
humorous twist to the moment, but 
the verbal efforts at humor are gen- 
erally strained and ineffective. The 
photography is often poor and never 
rises above average, landscapes be- 
ing flat and without brilliance. 
Sound is only fair, all dubbed in, 
with an undertone of musical ac- 
companiment. 

Picture may be good for short 
runs if intensively sold on the white 
captive angle, but that is about all 
it carries for the general public. 





Le Rosier de Mme. Husson 


(‘Mrs. Husson’s Virginity Prize’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 
Paris, Feb. 15. 


Ormudz production. Comptoire Francais 
Cinematographique release. Directed by 
Bernard Deschamps from novel by Guy de 
Maupassant. Produced in Epinay, recorded 


Tobis Klangfilm. Musical adaptation by 
Michel Levine. “Running time, 70 mins. 
Elysee Gaumont, Paris. 


Cast: 
ruerite 
Simon, 


Fernandel, Francoise Rosay, Mar- 
Pierry, Colette Darfeuil, Marcel 
Marcel Carpentier, Mady Perry. 


This film, a local smasher, got a 
champion panning from the critics, 
who didn’t so much object to the 
scenario as to its treatment. te- 
views appear prejudiced, quality of 
film from the directional, tempo, gag 
and acting angles being vastly su- 
perior to 90% of local releases, as 
demonstrated by attendance. It is 
release of a new corpora- 
tion, headed by Andre Haguet, for- 
merly assistant to Adolphe Osso, 
which also includes Grinieff, locally 
well known in picture financial cir- 
‘ les, 

Risky French filmization from a 
sexy Guy de Maupassant novel, uses 
of events rather 


the original version is sure to draw 
a maximum French patronage in 
the States. Mazi. 


Ein Steinreicher Mann 
(‘A Tremendously Rich Man’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
(With Music) 

3erlin, Feb. 18. 


Tobis-Universal production and Deutsche 
Universal Film release. Manuscript by 
Eugen Szatmary and Ernst Wolff. Direc- 
tion, Stefan Szekely. Production manage- 
ment, Joe Pasternak. Music, Theo. Mack- 
eben; texts, Max Kolpe; sound, Fritz 


Seeger; photography, R. Kuntze. Recorded 


on Tobis-Klangfilm. 

Cast: Curt Bois, Dolly Haas, Adele Sand- 
rock, Liselotte Schaack, Eugen Brosig, 
Fritz Ley, Paul Horbiger, Willy Schur, 
Paul Biensfeld, Margarete Kupfer, Fried- 
rich Ettel, Rothauser, Anni Ann. Running 
time, 73 minutes. At Atrium, Berlin. 


Not a success. 
Stefan Szekely has proven already 
that he can do things and has made 


successful pictures, but it is his 
fault that the present picture is a 
mishap. The authors, Ernst Wolff 
and Eugen Szatmari’s idea is very 


nice and the manuscript conception 
entertaining and full of changing 
situations, but Szekely has made a 
mixture out of the whole which can- 
not be described. 

A pocr young jeweler’s employee 
swallows a very precious diamond. 
He is jealously cared for and 
watched by the owner of this shop, 
an old lady, until it is found out 
that he did not swallow it but that 
tye stone slipped into the seam of 
his trousers. 


Szekely had very good actors at 
his disposal, notably Curt Bois, 
Dolly Haas, Adele Sandrock, Paul 


Horbiger, Willy Schur, Paul Biens- 


feld, Margarete Kupfer, Friedrich 
Ettel, and Rothauser. 
Theo Mackeben’s music was av- 


erage. It again shows that he is not 
a creator but a good illustrator. 
Max Kolpe's lyrics were witty but 
the average music did not allow 
them to get their effect. 

Sound reproduction 
raphy average. 


PARTNERS 


RKO-Pathe production and release fea- 
turing Tom Keene, directed by Fred Allen. 
Story by Donald W. Lec; Asst. Director 
Dave Lewis; Harry Jackson, camera; Rich- 
ard Tyler, sound; Walter Thompson, film 
editor. 


and photog- 
Magnus. 


Cast: Nancy Drexel, Bobby Nelson, Otis 


Harlan, Victor Potel, Lee Shumway, Billy 
Franey, Carlton King, Ben Corbett, Fred 
Burns. At Loew's New York theatre, 
N. Y., as half of a double bill, one day, 


Feb. 23. Running time 50 mins. 


Standard type horse opera with 
Tom Keene getting into trouble and 
out again In familiar fashion. This 
time he is suspected of having 
killed a peddler whose grandson he 
has befriended from whence the pic- 
takes title. A shoe heel-plate 
him the necessary clue to the 
real culprit he marries the girl 
and they live happy ever after with 
his little partner. Notl new in 


ture 
gives 


sO 


ing 





Save for the middle section, which 


goes society as the girl reporter 
does her vamp stuff, the story 
moves briskly and with plenty of 
action while avoiding the gang 


fights formerly considered essential. 
Most of the action is brisk enough 
to carry the occasionally weak dia- 
log, and in the popular-priced 
houses there will be an emphatic 
response to the crises. 

It is well done, with the 
paper scenes conforming 
popular idea of what a 
bedlam is like. Settings are al- 
ways adequate. Chiefly interiors, 
though there is a beach scene which 
works into 


news- 
to the 
newspaper 


the plot and in which 

Mae Clarke wears a highly deco- 
rative bathing suit. 

Miss Clarke gets the best of the 

assignment, playing with the nat- 


uralness which marks her work, and 
scoring every point. Pat O’Brien is 
at times too explosive as the city 
editor, but he played effectively, and 
James Donlan gets much out of the 
news cameraman who seems to be 
the comedy relief in most of these 
newspaper pictures. Wallis Clark 
plays a one-scene bit so well that 
there is some regret when he is 
bumped off just after that, and 
Mary Doran and Bradley Page con- 
tribute to the general effect. 

Photography and sound are both 
well handled, with the sound in 
some scenes above average. 


(‘Lilac’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 
Paris, Feb. 20. 
Fifra production, distributed by United 
Artists. Directed by Anatole Livak. Musie 
by Maurice Yvain. Dialog by Serge Weber 
from a scenario from the play by Tristan 
Bernard and Charles Henry Hirsch. Cone 
tinuity by Dorothy Farnum, supervised by 
Miss Farnum and Maurice Barber. Made 
in Natan Paris studios, with some suburban 


outdoors. Recorded R.C.A. Running time 
%7 mins, Colisee, Paris, Feb. 14. 

MED 6405600060460666 ++eee Marcelle Romee 
The Detective......seeeee--+-Andre Luguet 
Be BOs 6600666 0008edebbdeess Jean Gabin 
SUEES vccsesee $6600 00C0bNO 6 ce 2KEeS Pauley 


The Accused...... --Marcel Delaitre 


eee ewes 


For this, so far the best picture 
of the French underworld, credit 
goes to two Americans, Dorothy 
Farnum and Maurice Barber, who 
have caught its special angle of life, 
mode of living and innate contempt 


of the police. Also, Dorothy Far- 
num’s Hollywoodian continuity gives 
the film a fast tempo, far outstep- 


ing any previous local attempt. 

The TF ifra’ production company 
was promoted by Maurice Barber, 
previously connected with coast pic- 
ture financing, to make films for 
U.A. distribution, latter unwilling to 
produce themselves, but agreeing on 
delivery of specified product to dis- 
tribute same, and advance imme- 
diately 65% of the cost, provided it 





doesn’t exceed an agreed figure, in 
this case $60,000. This means that 
United Artists paid on account, and 
| has advanced on releases $40,000 to 
ij the producers after film was come- 
| pleted. 
The producers found, when mak- 
|ing the film. that it was desirable 
| to spend more money than sched- 
uled, and spent a tota' of about 
$120,000 on the production, though 
| U.A. didn’t have to increase its cash 
advance, This necessitates Vifra 
| being able to finance itself. Most 
|of the money necessary was put up 
| by Jan Hulswit, a young Dutchman 
| married to a wealthy American girl, 
He became interested in pictures, 
ind heads Fifra. Success of this 
| first production makes it like that 
Fifra will now do others for same 
distribution thus insuring U.A, 
product suitable for France. 
Compared to the common belief 
that quality pictures can be tu-ned 
| out here at $509,000 or $60,000 cost, 
the amount of $ 1000 spent on 
Lil i particularly interesting, 
sine ex ed for a purely 
nomitr I 
NI ! r l¢ l ouple 
if one expres the despair 
| (Continued on page 27) 
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Thundering 

Out of Today’s Seething 
Orient... Loaded with : 
Box Office Profits! ea 





SHANGHAI EXPRESS 





—with— The timeliness of the story; the fascination and allure of the screen’s most 
CLIVE BROOK beautiful actress; the excellent acting of all the cast; the expert direction of 
Anna May Wong von Sternberg and matchless photography make this the outstanding screen 
Warner Oland success of months. Every engagement tells an extra profit story! Every box office 
Eugene Pallette is a gold mine! Exhibitors are shouting with joy! “Shanghai Express” The 
Directed by JOSEF von STERNBERG mighty record-wrecker! GET IT! BOOK IT WHILE IT’S HOT! 
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‘They Don’t Mean Any Harm’—Unfavorable 


‘THEY DON’T MEAN ANY 


Hopkins). 
A story so thin and unconvincing i 


HARM’ 


(Comedy, Charles Hopkins, 


t figures to be passed up. Of Eng- 


lish origin. lbee, 
‘The Inside Story’—Favorable 
‘THE INSIDE STORY’ (Melodrama, A, H, Woods, National). 
Play with sénsational events involving conspiracy betwee rackets 
and politics Not actually new but dramatically effective lbee. 


‘Riddle Me This’—Favorable 


‘RIDDLE ME THIS’ (Melodrama, J 


Hollywood seems to yearn for 


take to this one, 


should 


ohn { rolden, Golden). 





FOX WRITING STAFF 
COAST’S SMALLEST 


Hollywood, Feb. 29. 
Fox ew lists 13 writers on its 


staff, only three less than of Nov. 
1, 193 about the date when the 
Fox studio shakeup started. The 
studio, however, no longer has its 
junior writing staff, this having 
been abolished. 

Policy of not releasing publicity 
on writers is still in effect, though 


probably a little more lenient. Be- 
eause of frequent changes in writers 
assigned to certain stories, Fox had 
been witholding names until the 
picture was completed. In cases 
where writers are sure to stay ona 


story, the stvdio may release their 
names in connection with it and 
previous to production. 

Writers now on Fox payroll are 
Edwin Burke, Barry Conners, Wil- 
liam Conselman, Al Cohn, Philip 
Klein, Guy Bolton, Sonya Levien, 
Sam Behrman, Maurine Watkins 


(all from the old regime) and Elmer 
Harris, Leon Gordon, Irene Kuhn 
and Richard Carroll. Miss Watkins 
was at Warners on two stories, and 


was recently put back on Fox’s 
staff. Miss Kuhn was promoted 
from the junior writers and Car- 
roll was formerly assistant story 
editor. 


Names scratched from the writers 


payroll since Nov. 1 are Tom Bar- 
ry, Dorothy Fletcher, John Peter 
Leister, Quinn Martin, William 


Anthony McGuire, Neal O’Hara and 
Harry Ruskin. Martin is now in 
an executive capacity at the studio. 

Fox has the smallest writing staff 
of any of the major studios, and 
will probably start to build up its 
enrollment to handle coming pro- 
duction. 


Author Holds Release 
On WB’s Hero Satire 


Hollywood, Feb. 29. 

Believing it has a clicker in ‘It’s 
Tough to be a Hero,’ Warners in- 
tended to release it at once but ran 
into a snag. 

Rereading the contract with the 
author, Mary McCall, it was dis- 
covered the film release had been 





held back until after May 8 to 
protect the serial in Pictorial Re- 
view and the publication of the 
nevel from which the picture was 
taken. 


Picture is a satire on the Ameri- 
can public’s worship of periodical 
heroes with Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., 
Playing a palpable Lindbergh. 

Title in its serial form is 
of Glory,’ but ‘Goldfish Bowl’ as 
novel. 


FLEEING MGR. NABBED 
New Orleans, Feb. 29. 

William M. Mahoney, former 
manager of the Strand here, who 
fled with $718 of Saenger-Publix 
money, was captured at Alpine, 
Tex., and has been returned for 
trial. Mahoney left in a car from 
One of the local parking lots and 
may have to face a charge for this 
also. 

Races attributed to be the cause 
of Mahoney's downfall. 








Herman Shakes Plaster 
Los Angeles, Feb. 29. 
‘Love Bound,’ Al Herman's pro- 
duction 


for Peerless which was 
plastered up for a couple weeks 
under a commission claim insti- 


sated by Jacques Kopfstein of New 
York, has been released for a set- 
tlement in negotiation for Herman 
by Sam Wolf. 

Kopfstein claimed $1,000 was due 
him as first installment of 16 grand 
for his services in arranging a deal 
for 16 pictures between Herman 
and Lfolly wood Pictures Corp. Con- 
tract was taken over from Holly- 
wood Productions, Ine. 





by Peerless 





mystery or detective mellers and 
lbee, 
Star Dust 
Hollywood, Feb. 29. 
Indie producer, proving how 
all-star his cast was, said: 
‘Why, I had eight doubles on 
the payroll.’ 











Korda’s Co. 


Berlin, eb. 20. 

The Hungarian film director 
Alexander Korda, for many years in 
Hollywood, recently arrived here, 
announces having founded London 
Film Productions, Ltd., together 
With Ludwig Biro, author: George 
Grossmith, director of London 
‘Drury Lane,’ and Etienne Pallos, | 
from Paris. 

Pictures are to be produced in } 
English in London, the French ver- | 
sion to be made by Production Film 
Korda in Paris. Plans to make 


pictures. 


Steal a Safe in Mass. 


Epidemic of Robberies 
Mass., Feb. 
Safe robbers, preying on theatres 


Salem, 29, 


in Massachusetts for the last few 
weeks, made their biggest haul last 
week when they obtained $1,300 
from the Plaza theatre here. Safe, 
containing the money, was_§ slid 
downstairs from the second floor, 
wheeled through the auditorium 
and out a rear exit to an auto 
which als» had been stolen. Car 
was found, Dut no safe. 

Robbers didn’t have much luck 


at the Publix Egyptian in Brighton. 
They were frightened away, though 


the door of the safe had been 
knocked off. 
In Reading the Reading theatre 


was robbed of $302 after the safe 
had been opened and the Wakefield 


theatre, at Wakefield, was broken 
open and $539 taken. An attempt 
to break into the Empire, Fall 


River, failed. 





MANTA LEAVES WARNERS 

“hicago, Feb. 29. 
Manta, Indiana. division 
Warners, has left the or- 
ganization, turning over his sector 
to Max Slott, who recently was in 
charge of Wisconsin. 

Manta originally sold out his the- 
atre holdings in Indiana Harbor, 
Whiting and east Chicago to War- 
ners, then accepted the job to run 


Alex. 
chief for 


the entire territory. 
FOREIGNS IN IND. 
Circle theatre, Indianapolis, a 
Skouras-Publix house, switched to 


foreign films for two days a week. 
‘Merry Wives of Windsor’ (Capital) 
was the first German film. 

House has a regular tri-weekly 
change policy, with one of the tri- 
dates now to be continuously for- 
eign. 


Gene Raymond Back at Par 
Hollvwood, Feb, 29. 
Gene Raymond, formerly tay- 
mond Guion, of legit, will report on 
the Paramount lot tomorrow (1). 
Has been east negotiating his re- 
lease from a Shubert contract. 





Buckingham on ‘Justice’ 


Universal City, Feb. 29. 
After completing ‘Brown of Cul- 
ver,’ starting soon, Tom Bucking- 


ham will direct ‘Young Justice’ for 
Universal. 
Story by 
Wolfson and 
Lew Ayres. 


A. S. Kirkpatrick 


Horwin, P. J. 
for 


Jerry 
Allen Rivkin, is 





Improving 


A. S. Kirkpatrick, assistant gen- 
eral manager of education, is slow- 
lv recovering from a serious illness 

He has been confined for a month 
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MONOGRAM’S PLAN 


For $2,400,000 Prod.-Reelects Same 
Set of Officers 





New Orleans, Feb. 29. 
A $2,400,000 production schedule, 
including eight specials, will com- 
prise the Monogram program for 
the forthcoming year according to 
plans outlined at the convention of 





the indie corporation held here. 

W. Ray Johnson was re-elected 
president Other officers re-elected 
were Trem Carr, v.p. in charge of 
prod.; Harry H. Thomas, v.p. in 
charge of exchanges: James \ 
Ritchey, v.p. in charge of foreign 
business; Albert Fiedler, treasurer: | 
J. P. Friedhoff, assistant treasure: 
and M. S. White, secretary. 


J. Jones as Own Theatre 


Owner; Quits J. L. & S. 


Chicago, Feb. 29. 


Deserting the firm of Jones, 
Linick and Schaeffer, Johnny Jones 
into 


to- 


the Alcyon ir 


is branching out for himself 


he theatre operation business, 


day (29) taking over 


Highland Park, a Chicago suburb. 
He has leased the house from Car] 
and Louis Laemmle for 10 years. 

Jones is now dickering for a num- 
ber of other picture house spots 
in Chicago and downstate. 

Johnny Jones had been in the J. 
L. & S. company, associated with 
his father, Aaron Jones, Sr. 


Hakim’s $140,000 





London, Feb. 20. 
eric Hakim unit making talkers 
for Metro with Fred Niblo direc<- | 
ing has as its first picture, ‘Two 
White Arms,’ reported budgeted 


around $140,000. 

Latest is ‘Diamond 
Menjou original story, 
scripts so far. 


Whoopee, 
with five 


Insurgent Op. Union 
Taboos, Strikes, Bombs 


Minneapolis, Feb. 29. 


A national independent motion 


picture operators’ union has been 
here to furnish licensed 
operators at a scale of $35 a week, 
as compared to the $50 to $60 scale 
of the A. F. L. 

Burt Carlisle, one of the union’s 
organizers and its business agent, 
claims locals already have been 
formed in many leading key cities. 
He further asserts that many mem- 
bers have been placed in certain 
Twin City theatres and in other 
cities. 

Carlisle says it is the only ‘incor- 
porated union’ in the country and 
the fact that it is ‘incorporated’ 
makes it subject to all laws. Its own 
by-laws, he says, forbids strikes or 
bomb throwings. In the cases of 
disputes between members” and 
theatre owners, he says, the matter 
is to be referred to an arbitration 
board. 


organized 





Par’s Plane Relays Beat 
Fox with War News 


San Francisco, Feb. 29. 
Stiff competition between the 
newsreels for shots on the China- 
Japan war reached its peak this 
week when a boatload of shots ar- 
rived here from Shanghai. 
Paramount and Fox reels fought 


it out in getting the stuff to the- 
atre screens, Par using three re- 


lays of planes with special pilots to 
get the stuff to New York for sound 
dubbing, getting the clips east 
about nine hours before Fox's. 

No local labs are equipped to dub 


newsreels with all sound effects 
such as gunfire. 3ecause of this 
clips for all reels had to be sent 
first into New York. 





Indie Warner’s Travelog 
Hollywood, Feb. 29. 

Warner, owner of the 

theatre in Pasadena, is 


Henry 
Egyptian 


making an eight-reel animal pic- 
ture with material filmed by the 
Former British consul in Burma 


basis. 

Imported stuff feat 
Warner has er: 
the dubbed 


is 
Indiar 


gaged 


ires 
lite, 


tors for 


animal 


local a¢ in story 
p art. 


Par Options Bromfield Novel 


Life of Virgie Winters.’ 


Par has option on 


Bromfield s 


| four pictures each 





[Louis | 





Treason 
Hollywood, Feb. 29 
It’s lese majesty but tr 
Those recent unusual rai 
storms cost the picture bus 
ness plenty, through a pos 
ponement of scenes whe the 
California sun pulled its pro- 


longed hideaway. 

Even the precautions of hav- 
ing a two-way schedule which 
called for interiors if exterior 
work was impossible, didn’t 
always work. 

Chamber of Commerce won't 


admit it but quite a number 


of interiors at the studios had 
to be temporarily postponed 
because heavy rains and hail 
pelted so hard on studio roofs 
that recording of scenes pro- 
duced a ‘Sadie Thompson’ ef- 


; 


Lect, 











U Sets Stars 


Hollywood, Feb. 29. 

on Universal's pro- 
features for 1932-33 are 
for Lew Ayres, 


set 


Already 


gram of 26 


| Boris Karloff and Sidney Fox, Tala 
Birell, who, with Karloff and Miss 
Fox, will be built up by U as the 
studio’s trio of star possibilities, 


will be spotted with Karloff until 


ible to carry the billing herself, She 


goes into ‘Nana’ shortly. 
Four specials will be made, in- 
cluding ‘Once in a Lifetime’ and 


‘The Road Back.’ ‘Laughing Boy’ is 
under consideration as a special, but 


decision to use the story is see- 
sawing between the execs, with 
nothing arranged. 

Unfinished portion of U’s pro- 
cram will be set in New York at 
confabs between the Carl Laemmles 
and the sales end. 





Labor Fight Looms in 
Prov. Over Bill Posters 


Providence, Feb. 29. 

Major labor crisis in local theatres 
may develop as the result of the 
stand of the Providence Central 
Federated Union to force exhibitors 
here to recognize the newly organ- 
ized Billposters’ Union. 

Loew's State is the only house 
that has recognized the new union, 
and agreed to hiring only organized 


billposters. The others are deter- 
minded not to bow to union de- 
mands, 


Union men claim that hiring of 
non-union help in local theatres is 
getting to a point where it is hurt- 
ing organized labor. A showdown 
must be brought about at once, they 
feel. With this point in mind, union 
officials here have also moved to 
fight Capt. Jacob Conn, local the- 
atre man, who is building a new 
combination theatre and hotel with 
non-union men. 


FREUCHEN’S IGLOO FILM 

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Freuchen, 
Danish Arctic explorers, arrived in 
New York on the Roma yesterday 
(29) for Metro. They go directly 
to the coast. 

In Hollywood, the Freuchens will 
gather a crew and go off to Lab- 
rador to screen an Eskimo yarn 
that Metro bought from Freuchen. 





FN’S ‘FUGITIVE’ 


First National has purchased ‘I'm 
a Fugitive,’ by Robert E. Burns. 
Story is of the Georgia chain 


gangs and ran as a serial in a maga- 
zine presenting detective yarns. 


Champ Fights Film 

Hollywood, Feb. 29. 
Esper has collected a 
quantity of newsreel stuff covering 
fights, going back to the Nelson- 
Gans scrap, and will weld them into 
a four-reeler entitled ‘Socko.’ 


Dwain 


Material will be kidded in dia- 
log with a musical score of the 
honky tonky type. 


Par’s Novel Option 


Paramount has optioned ‘Wind- 
fall.” novel by Robert D. Andrews 
Writer is on the staff of the Chi- 
azo ‘Daily News 
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tock Footage in Common Use 
Among Major Producers After 
Years of 


+ 


Heated Opposition 








| Greater New York theatre 


Hollvwood Keb ’ 

\fa s lios \ T ly 
owned on the reneral Ww le 
ise of stock footage by the ne 
dependents have now accepted the 
policy themselve is a 5 
‘ e and are na iv 

ti money saver but eff 
Several recent better-thar iVv- 
erage grossers have contained much 
of the synthetic film, thus proving 
to the bigger companies that the 
public doesn’t know whether the 
stuff is filmed simultaneously with 
the story or not, and doesn't eure, 

Fairbanks’ Success 

Success ol Douglas Fairbanks’ 
‘Around the World in 80 Minutes’ 
opened their eves to what could be 
done with an ounce of the real 
thing and a pound of the synthetic. 
Heavy use of stock material is 
also manifest in the younger Fair- 
banks’ picture ‘Tough to Be a Hero,’ 


newsreel 
to the 
impossible 


much 
import 


which has material 
yet ol 
that it would 
cure any other 

Favoring use of stock 
the help that can be 
Dunning and other 
exposure systems, 


picture 


be to proe 
way. 

footage is 
aftorded by the 
Similar double 


enabling the pro- 


ducers to get genuine background 
stuff and dub in the characters. 
Opposition 
Stock stuff, previously spoken of 


only in whispers on the bigger lots, 
still has plenty of opposition, howe 
ever, mostly among cameramen. 
Recently there was agitation among 
this group for legislation § that 
would compel producers to state on 
each picture just how much of the 
footage was stock—a kind of a pure 


food label. This died, with the 
photographers figuring it was no 


time for debates with their bosses. 
When the current crop of indies 
staged their comebacks they most- 


ly began on _ shoestrings, buying 
stock first and filming stories to| 
fit. Similar practise isn’t so far 


from the present trend on some mae 
jor lots, 
Expeditions 

Several expeditions are now in 
foreign spots getting background 
material for coming pictures. One 
left this week for Guatamala for 
film that can fit into Douglas Fair- 
banks’ proposed South Seas pic- 
ture and for native material to go 
into a Universal release. 

Metro had a couple of similar 
outfits in Russia and Mexico for 
stock, but in both cases the purpose 
of the trips was nullified. In Rus- 
sia the government wouldn't per- 
mit filming of present conditions 
and in Mexico the stuff brought 
back was believed highly censor- 
able. It will be salvaged as scenic 
material for foregn release only. 

The change of complexion toward 
the stock stuff by the majors has 
enlargec the scope of speculators in 
stock material. This offsl.oot Franch 
of the industry has increased the 
last few weeks, with several new 
footage gamblers getting into the 
business. 


0’Brien’s Holdover 


Westwood, Feb. 
George O’Brien has been given a 
new contract by Fox and will start 





on 
29. 


‘The Killer’ March 21. 
David Howard will direct the 
western, which is by Steward Ed- 


ward White. 





WB Renews Cartoons 


Hollywood, Feb. 

Contract to make 26 cartoons has 
been signed by Warner Bros. and 
Leon Schlesinger, who has been 
producing the WB animations for 
several years. 

Schlesinger will 13 ‘Looney 
Tunes’ and 13 ‘Merrie Melodies’ dur- 
ing the next year. Cartoons will 
be made at Schlesinger’s studio and 
Warners’ Burbank 


29. 


do 


scored at plunt 


Beck Assisting Goldberg 
Meyer Beck, at the Strand, 
New York, in general publicity 
work, has been made personal as- 
Lew on WH 
pub. and 


long 


sistant to (;oldberg all 
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rev WHITE ELEPHANT 
BECOMES Mae 


ROARING 
LION! 


A TRUE STORY concerning the 
PARKWAY THEATRE, Wilmington, Delaware 
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HERE’S WHAT DID IT! ave, Secess Of 


Wallace BEERY—Clark GABLE 
in **Hell Divers” 


MARIE DRESSLER 


in “Emma” 
GARBO—NOVARRO in “Mata Hari” 
GARBO—GABLE in ‘Susan Lenox” 
Joan CRAWFORD—Clark GABLE 


in ‘‘Possessed”’ A 


Norma SHEARER—Robt. MONTGOMERY 
in “Private Lives” 
Wallace BEERY—Jackie COOPER ee 
in “The Champ” 
EXTRA! AS WE GO TO PRESS! 
Those BARRYMORE Boys 
LIONEL and JOHN! 


They’ve taken New York by storm in their first | 
joint screen appearance ‘‘ARSENE LUPIN.” Get . 


ready for typical M-G-M business! It’s a Pleasure! 
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Stock Market 





(Continued from page 10) 


in the Dow Jones industrial index 
may give ground for the view that 
defiation in the group has gone as 
far as it can go for the present. Up 





to last week the tendency was for 
the picture stocks to hang back 
from advances in the general list, 
which type of behavior seems to 
have changed 
Developments Adverse 

A few minor items of news came 
out, all of them bearish. One was | 
the announcement of RKO of a spe- 
cial stockholders’ meeting in Balti- 
more, March 23, to vote on a pro- 


posal to reduce capital by marking 


down the no par common stock | 
from $19.94 a share to $10. Such | 
a reduction would automatically | 
create a technical surplus and the | 
move is declared by the manage- | 
ment to be a preliminary to a re- | 
valuation of the corporation's the- | 
atre properties, now carried on the | 


books at appraisals made in 1926. 


With the present state of theatre 
realty it goes without saying that 
a reappraisal will mean a drastic 
mark-down of values and to com- 
pensate for this book los the sul 
plus mentioned will be used to 
create a reserve. Anything left 
over after the adjustment would be 
transferred to capital surplus, but 
the directors have made it plain} 
that such phantom money will not 


be used to pay any dividends 
Whole transaction is a technical 
one designed to accomplish a house 





























moters of the plan declare, there is 
every promise of extending or re- 
financing the liens. 

Sponsors of the trust idea are F. 
Pope, F. L. Robbins and W. C. 
Chandler, now serving on the board 
as a minority named by the ‘A’ 
stockholders. tankers Trust Co 


would act as depository for the 
stock and transfer agent of the vot- 
ing trust certificates, if the pro- 
fram goes through toxy ‘A’ is the 
latest of the film securitie to go 
off a yield basis, narrowing the divi 
dend payers by that mu ind 
hanging another straw on the ul 
el’'s back. 
Par Does Fairly Well 
Paramount did fairly well all 


things considered, 
second time to a fraction above 10 
and defending, except for a few 
trades, its critical level at 9. Vol- 
ume here showed more activity than 
the other amusements, going to the 
neighborhood of 50,000 on the week 
Tactics of the pool are 


climbing 


for the 


supposed 


obscure, but probably the clique is 
just watchfully Waiting like the 
Loew group 
The spurt it price tor 

stocks came to a halt Prefé 
issues either remained dormant 01 
dropped, in some cases sharply 
Loew's preferred lost 4 points on 
one sale, suggesting a thin market 
on the buying side Consolidated 
Kilm preferred lost a fraction, and 
| Orpheum preferred was down 1 
Dealings in Fox Film A dropped to 





the unprecedented minimum of less | 








NAT. SCREEN NET 


Profits for '31 Equals $3.64 a Share 


Skouras’ High Speed System 
Vs. $5.23 for 30 | ‘ 
ae See eee 6 oot) Gets Going Pronto on Coast 


lent. to $3.64 per share on 90,111 
| shares. Net for 1930 was $515,755.62, | 
| or $5.23 per share on 98,635 shares. | 
| Dealings in the stock on the Curb | 








Los Angeles, Feb. 29. ,;and into Montana, making similar 


er ; ‘avis hr¢ gr f 
lately have been restricted and at| Skouras brothers swung into opera- | 'evisions throughout. Will return 
lately have been “ . pod FP ° the F iad hekeiet aimnals Mar. 8 to meet Harry Arthur, due 
| lower prices Under 20. Last week aes or tne ox oast _ ull | n from New York then. 
he issue did not appear at all with a bang, starting with their | ; 
- — - entrance into the home office here } Reductions 
2D RUN FOREIGN FILM Tuesday (23). Managers of all the- | Admission scale reductions went 
itres in 


this territory effect in the Denver division 


in individually, at the rate of 20} Sunday (28) after conferences there, 
HOUSES IN EXHIB WAR laily bringing their statements of with Gus Kohn, division manager, 


were called into 


fit and loss, and the new group|and William Agren, booker, also 
Miniature sna: ‘tie proken out began slashing expenses right andj; here latter part o last week for 
seliamaie second run foreign film ex- left. In some cases, house man | further talks Also other division 
hibs a New York for naborhood | igers were told to cut their expen- | managers in the Southwestern ter- 
trade Franchising of the Cam- | ditures as much as 50%. This will | tory were present. Similar price 
ae aie :..,| affect ali personnel considered not} cuts expected here, 
kino theatre, 78th street and First; anc 
avenue, by Tobis and the 79th St. | ?>solutely vital. ; _.| Skouras's also went into union 
Playhouse, 79th street and Second : At a eres Thursday, wits | labor scales with Mort Singer, RKO 
avenue, by Ufa within the past} Richard A. Rowland, W. C. Mi hel }union contact, and will work with 
couple weeks, makes three Germa: | and James R. Grainget . ol Fox him in gaining cuts up to 10% in 
houses for that immediate naber Films, the brothers considered the|Los Angeles Oakland and the 
hood i2nd St. Playhouse, off S« entire future policy of the circuit, | northwest similar to the projection- 
i yvenue has been play ing vith ‘sper ial regard to the Los An- at< agreement made ir New York 
eign filn on an indie basis for}; 5°! territory In addition t0/City Thursday (25) In addition 
P y vears. Spyvros and Charles Skouras, Marco, /to the cuts. contracts are extended 
U'fa’s move is the unexpected one,| Edward Alperson, Sydney Towell |in each case for a year, terminat- 
raising talk of a war all along the and James Schmidt were present jing Sept. 1, 1933 San Francisco 
line, Ufa previously having strictl Latter two are Fox Films comp-|operators have already greed to 
insisted that it will not give second troller and assistant |} the proposition 
runs to any of its films, preferring Party moved cn to San Francis: 0 | With Ed. Peskay remaining in 


first run trade at a higher b.o. jolt. today (29) to continue up the coast} Kansas City, it 
‘ 


is possible that Ed 
























































| 
| : r 
cleaning in the company’s capital | th: 8000 shar a io pa S| Understanding is that now all three | Alperson will return to New York 
set-up and, at least, on the sure | eshinet ale _* 8 oe ga of the big German exhibs, Tobis, | at the conclusion of the tour to 
. } j as ~t¢ Ss ) Lhids ; = YO ° | > ‘ 
face, does not affect the stock- | eile’ anaies taken bie quota- Uta and Capital, will attempt to s¢ Incor rations operate the eastern Skouras houses 
a cae gee ot meg te itions fractionally down, except in| as near as possible to each other: po with George Skouras. 
sufficiently vague ollowing the ge ; teed Teo as ~ EN LANES * , ’ 
capital revision in connection with the RKO cass and that of the old | franchised houses. —_ Brothers have made no move to 
the recent issue of $11,000,000 de- | Keith 6's, which lost 8 points from Attempt was made by the Eu- CALIFORNIA close any houses now open and 
‘ ai be agile dei _| the top of 63 to 55. Total here was ae ares av German hous« to my nae " , Pree 
bentures which threw the voting | ¢19 900 also probably representing | ropa, Broadway erm - Sacramento, Feb. 22. have issued a statement that no 
stock majority into the hands of | discouraged aanainthtn tention | enter the squabble by offering 7 Gag Films, Ine., County of Los An | theatres would be sold or leased. 
RCA. whe Aaa se peg, aig es civa t, | DUS rides to its theatre from York-/|geles Capital stock §75,000, $300 sub- In the readjustment, many houses 
Proposal had small effect on | Pathe, which also i responsly tO | : —- , " 1 this ibed. H. lL. Gumbiner, Herman Gumbin 2 
th pate AP pegdn tin RKO ag k | developments in RKO, did not come | Ville. Police frustrated this Move,| je. G Goldstone. |}are expected to introduce vaude- 
which ceovel ts saaiaials a e |out on the tape all week, the brisk | however, after the first night, by an Invincible Pictures Oerp.. City of Los | Ville and other stage entertainment, 
and with small price "“ehanmes al. campaign that carried that lien from | fusing permission for the Europ’) Angeles Capital sect StC0 ves none sub-| with Marco present at the man- 
papper a7 eee “160 to 80, coming to a sudden halt. to park its busses anywhere in th scribed, 1] , Cohen, Charles Greenberg,| ‘ ir . 
oug » : ras ) ly ’ ‘ > art : iS: an) Margaret Buchanan. agerial interviews for this purpose. 
b~ ugh the . drift P W a indefinite ly Market factors were mixed and | naborhood desired shes - -attereagcaage ‘ | _ cis oi f : es ~ 
own. Only a minimum of $3,000 confusing Business indices gave| — | Copy of Mascot Pictures Corp., City| After interviewing the local Fox- 
transactions appeared in the new omait encouragement: ntinai ‘Soe t Opening within the next few] and State of New York West Coast managers and ordering 
bonds, but even on that amount | the coming Steel caer sre not well | Weeks of a new foreign theatre at | sweeping reductions in overhead, 
they hag cilia ert col peti! low regarded and the prospect of un- | 95th street and Broadway by _ J d | Skoruas Brothers are currently giv- 
ne ai mt e tae perhaps doing Coolidge market split-ups dis- | Springer & Cocalis chain is figured | u gment | ing the Southern California division 
"‘Detaeae of he ¥ Hy ey ag turbs trading sentiment. The Wall| to cut into foreign film bookings at lthe same treatment before moving 
gave land buildin 4g on oe 4 ' im. | Street hurrah attitude seems to have | Loew's 83rd St., showing the Ger-| : lon to ’Frisco and Northwest terri- 
inet es pn, Ra pg aden” cooled, but under the surface there | mans on Saturday nights only to sana Lewis, Ime.; Aufiero Dress Co.; | tory. Joseph M. Schenck was in con- 
sal ! as l oti 4 : » eling ‘ a ’ . a) “rich: : b 
properties, leaseholds and good will, bang “i oe ae . a — er cere date, but possibly dropping them Satisfied Judgment | ference with the Skourases over the 
etc., as $93,862,352; cash was set rt ln ge ag yg a ae pine because of the new competition. | Elaine S. Carrington; Actors’ Fund of | week end concerning operation of 
— at $7,817,118 (including the | upturn ro by default with at 2 le- Same condition holds further on | America; $188., Oct. 6, 1931. pow former United Artists circuit of 
rst pay ’ , Ww »ben- | 4 : i ee eee . ‘ . nies ‘dea Vacated Judgment sen 1 ta aine ¥ 
fures . Sieh sone poe ei by be :. termined campaign to carry up Broadway, where the Lee Och casi, Uae cade mae -iinietad houses in which he retained an in 
sequent to the yubli nition | eo |through. British view is based on| circuit recently switched their Cos-) cyrety Co.; People &c.; $100, March 3, | ‘°rest after the Fox-West Coast 
balance sheet). on = . his bili t te ithe idea that with easy credit (the | tello to foreign films with a Capital | 1921, takeover. 
appeared at $8.632069. Wes | new Bank bill was signed Saturday) | franchise. Tobis and Ufa are both 
Roxy Voting Trust rs ae ego Rly ee oe understood looking for an outlet in | 
Class A stock P tees ls ee hea ; m a > dis aborhood, with 
denaee tgp ny” of the Roxy business may take heart, further en- | the immecines nee . goes ws 4 
trust to meet tl - i orm a voting | couraging the market which will | Loew's Rio considered as likel} 
neet the pro ylem of $1,500,- further help business and so on ad | of the spots. | by 
a bond maturities falling due in infinitum | 
uly, action coming upon the heels | a ™ | 
5. Seen = vy ai oar due Summary for week ending Saturday, Feb. 27: 
upon the ‘A’ stock, bringing e 
on an accumulation of $9.62. Stock STOCK EXCHANGE 
remained unchanged in counter | —1931-32 Net chg ru Li OuUul ac 
, < ; vb1l-32———— . . , 
trading at 3% bid, 5% asked. High. Low. Sales, Issue and rate. High. Low. Last. for wk aa * * 
. n ‘ @rvecses é rice nes 46630066 eeeeereres ee ee | 
: Another problem before the stock- is * poe raed ve oka eRbeebets Riaetc 3% 4 + % 
oe is that the film contracts | 19% 7% 400 Consol. Film pfd. (2)..... erceee 10% 10% pala. ae 
with Fox Film expire in about a | 185% 6RY 14.900 Eastman Kodak (5)....+0- jocces: Oe 75 ™ 7 
month and promoters of the trust | 38% 244 2600 Fox, Class A....... needa’ +0600 4 3% 3% +2) gargle 
argue th: stahili “ae ; n4% 18% 127,300 Gen. Elec. (1.60) Sravetwens 21% 19% 0% —ls | ° 
& hat stability of directorate is ay v 3,300 Gen. Thea. Eq. n % % ™ with 
neeeecenry ‘ bene ee : 15% ly 3.: jen hea TQ. Meeees eoccccces ? on bid b 
cessary to the negotiations of a 101% 10 caccns SERIO WER: Cli ce ccsacaee ee oan ae ‘ 25 bik = 
new agreement. So far the ‘A’ stock- | 63% 23% 14,900 Loew (3) . 3 = — 
oe have been entitled to choose 7% = soo Mad ere commas sash tehtan thes : i “3% 3% 
only a mi = 4 M eee ata 74 2 Mw Madison Sq ia en rere esce : ' é ‘ ty - : . 
but with as ames ont Daly tery 27 i 100 Met-G-M aret. (1.89)... .cccccece ° 19 19% 19% =~ If your voice gets hoarse, or your throat tired 
- ass 4 1@ dividene 75 4° 100) Orph WTOE ci civccseesssoseecese oa * - 
they may name a majority. Idea of | 50% Se | gE Seteietn cc. )scosrcaarepvece 10% BB, 9% + % | and sore, you cannot sing or speak your lines 
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3 REILLYS| 


of the Famous REILLY Family 


PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK, This Week (Feb. 26) 


Direction—EDWARD S. KELLER, Associate BERT WISHNEW 








‘Dubbing and Dialog 
Mixed in U’s ‘Flames’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 29 
Mo ins in Flame,’ the ¢ 
in made p ire which Univ 
revamping for American distri 
ition, will have dubbed dialog 


1 as regularly spoken dialog 





In the scenes which will not hb 
emade, players are giving the line 
in English, the lines then being 
dubbed in synchronization wit 
| lips of the German players. j 
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KEEPING UP 
WITH F. & M. 


What Stars and Grads of 
the Circuit Are Doing 
and Where and Why 


Chinese Yank 


Coast kiddies oughta lay off Jue 
Fong, tenor of F. & M.’s “Cherry 


Blossoms” Idea, with that gag 
“China is calling her reservists to 
the colors.” Mebbe China is bu 
where the joke pains Fong is that 
he was born in Portland Or 
Studied medicine at University of 


Oregon, of which he is graduate. 
Then studied voice under the fa- 
mous Theodore Schroeder in Bos- 
ton. Never in China in his life, this 
Yank! 


Personal Appearance 


Florabel Muir, famous Hollywood 
news writer, credits F. & M. with 
bringing people to the picture 
houses, but eredits another lirm 
with “starting the personal appear 


ance vogue a year and a half ago 
F. & M. did it with Al Jolson four 
years ago, according to the records, 
and other agencies followed suit, 
the one quoted by Miss Muir being 
the last to do so. 


Compson Happy 


3etty Compson’s F. & M. Idea has 
started in blaze of giory and star 
seems very happy to be on boards 
again. Doc Howe on arrival, New 
York from Coast, reports Compson 
booking has inspired other talkie 
stars to seek F. & M. engagement. 
Manner in which Idea was produced 
around Miss Compson, fitting her 
like glove, has intrigued other Hol- 
lywood screen luminaries contem- 
plating ‘flesh” return. 


. , 
Eunice’s Start 
Brooklyn Eagle Magazine article 
on Eunice Healy tells of. her Man- 
hat. success with Ziegfeld, Carroll 
and now Ed Wynn. Writer is Rian 
James, Eagle drama critic, who re- 
veals Eunice first appeared on stage 
for Jack Partington in San Fran- 
cisco, her birthplace, and then went 
into F. & M. Ideas for three sea- 
sons, getting complete stage train- 
ing. Partington now F. & M. stager 
in New York. 


Lupe Et Al. 

“Grad” Lupe Velez signed by Mr. 
Ziegfeld for “Hot Cha.” “Grad,” 
Jack Haley going into Lou Holtz’s 
famous Broadway vaude-kidfest. 
“Grad” Eunice Healy getting more 
nice notices for her work in support 
of Ed Wynn. And they say “Grad” 
Harry Richman wants to go into 
new Zieggy show now that “Grad” 
Velez is prominent in the cast! 


Leon’s Sewing 

Leonidoff is sewing up a new hit 
Idea in “Stitch in Time,” set down 
for a St. Louis opening. Leon has 
Tommy McAuliffe, Five Decardos 
and Carla Torney Dancers so far 
signed. Other names ready for pub- 
lication next week. McAuliffe is the 
armless golfer who is a snap for 
local publicity stunts right down the 
line. 


Winners Open 

“World’s Fair Idea’ opens at 
Loew’s State, Los Angeles, this 
week under direction of Gae Foster, 
featuring Carlyle Bennett, Lucille 
and Laverne, Beverly Gae and last 
but not least the sixteen winners of 
the Balaban & Katz-Chicago Amer- 
ican contest put on by Lou Lipstone, 
Bill Hollander, Bill Pine and Pub- 
lisher, Herman Black of the Ameri- 
ean, 


Contagious Bob 

Bob Hall, star of F & M’s “Stage 
Door’ Idea, interviewed by Allen 
Saunders, drama _ editor, Toledo 
Newsovee, told how he learned to 
talk in rhyme for Fanchon and 
Marco audiences. Saunders so sold 
by Bob's rhyming utterances he fin- 
ished yarn this way: “Readers, the 
interview is through, and I will say 
goodbye to you.” Contagious guy, 
Hall; Poetry League should sign 
him. 


Fanchon Active 


Conchita Montenegro, latest of 
movie stars to join F & M, with 
“Round the World’ Idea. Jimmy 
Hadreas switched from “Five Races” 
to “Clean Up” Idea. Besides super- 
vising production of four units at 
Hollywood studio, Fanchon finding 
time to produce “Veils” Idea, which 
will have Foley and Latour, singing 
comedians, Moroni and Corales, 
novelty act, and additional talent to 
be announced. 













——— 


The KEY || 


to the . 


CITY IS |: 














YOURS ; 
when you’re lined up with Fanchon Marco 
ACTS on the Fanchon & Marco route 
don’t sit in the hotel and twiddle their thumbs. ; ! 
The local theatre manager helps you get a kick | 
out of your stay. While you’re on the road 
you feel at home. | 
MANAGERS booking F. & M. acts | 
get an “in” on many publicity stunts through 
F. & M. co-operation — stunts that would be 
impossible without the Sunkist Beauties and f 
name personalities. , 
It’s a pleasure to work with : 
world’s friendliest producers... 
3 and ey i 
34 C © / 
e | Offices Nc 
"HOLLYWOOD SANFRANCISCO SEATTLE MILWAUKEE NEW YORK | 
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Saperstein Again Voted 
Ill, Alhied Exhib Head 


Chicago, Feb. 29, 
Amid a good deal of internal or- 
ganizational strife and crossing 
Saperstein was re-elected 


Aaron 
president of the Allied Theatre 
Owners of Illinois. Saperstein’s 


election to the presidency of the Al- 
Hed group here is understood to 
have been contested and fought by 
a left wing faction of the organiza- 
tion, which, however, failed to draw 
up an opposing ticket at the last 
minute. 

Saperstein’s position as undis- 
puted leader of the local indies was 
challenged by certain members of 


the Allied, and is believed te have 
grown out of recent operators- 


indie fight over the one man in the 
booth rule. During that fracas, 
which lasted several months. Al 
Steffes, northwest Allied leader, 
stepped into the fray for the an- 
nounced purpose of lending a help- 
ing hand. 


It was understood that radical 
members of the local organization 
wanted Steffes to run _ against 
Saperstein, thereby extending his 
jurisdiction over two states. It is 
reported that these left wing leaders 
canvasseG Iiccal indie exhibs trying 
to get them to kick in for an oppo- 
sition campaign fund ticket but 
nothing came of it. 

Other cfficers, newly elected, are 
Edward Heferkamp of Chicago, and 
E. E. Alger of La Salle, vice-presi- 
dents; Harry Lasker, secretary, and 
Sidney H. Selig, treasurer. 








A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“CUBAN HOLIDAY” 
___(Feb. 26) Paradise, New York 


"CLIFFORD 


AND 
a eas _L yons ¢ & LL yons 


0’ Hanlon » Zambuni 


DANCE CREATORS 
Smart and Sensational 
Dir. _Charlie ¥ Yates 


THE 3 GOBS 


STILL WORKING 
HI-DE-HI 
Dir.; Nat Kalcheim—\ -Wm. Morris Office 
JACK REID 
“SINGING THE BLUES" 


Dir.: Aiex Hanlon & | Sam Shepard 


CHESTER HALE’S SENORITAS 


A LOEW PRODUCTION 
Vaudeville Review 6th Edition 


(Feb. 26) Palace, Washingten 


BOB 


MURPHY 


with 


DICK and DOROTHY 


Dir.: Murphy & Daly 
AL and RAY 


SAMUELS 


JOHNNY HYMAN 


“Word Magician™ 


Dir.: Lyons and Lyons 








DAVE TANNEN 
Koo Koo Komik 


Dir.: Meyer North—Thanks Miss Gillman 


Chester Hale’s Vaudeville Girls 








A LOEW FRODUCTION 


“IMPRESSIONS OF 1932” 


(Feb. 26) Jersey City, N. J. 


WALTER DARE 


WAHL 


“The Original Fall Guy” 
With EMMET OLDFIELD 
Dir.: Lyons & Lyons 


PAUL SMALL 


In Person 
Dir.: Lyons & Lyons 


RITA DE-LANO 


That Mountain of Blues 


Dir.: Lyons & Lyons 
FRANKIE FINN 
Dir.: Tishman & O'Neill 
Chester Hale’s Impression Girls 











A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“MAKE IT SNAPPY" 


(Feb. 26) Century, Galtimere_ 


WOHLMAN 


: Johnny Hyde—Wm. Morris Office 


BERINOFF and 
CHARLOT 


International Dancing Stars 


HECTOR 


AND PALS 
“Let That Airdale Out™ 


MULROY, McNEECE 
& RIDGE 


Dir.: Johnny Hyde—Wm. Morris Office 











NEW CASTLE HOUSE BURNS 


Capitol, keg Theatre, Demolished 
,000 Blaze 


New Castle, Pa., Feb 29. 

One of the landmarks of the 
American stage did a black out 
here last night (Sunday), when the 
Capitol theatre was completely de- 
stroyed by fire. Estimated loss is 
$250,000 and origin of blaze un- 
known. 

Built just after the Civil War, 
theatre had played all the stars of 
the American stage. Eight years 
ago it was remodeled and made into 
a picture house. It is owned by 
Peoples Amusement Corp. 

Loss of the Capitol leaves New- 
castle, with a drawing population 
of 80,000, but one first class theatre, 
the Penn. of 1,500 capacity. J. F. 
Genkinger, owner of building, says 
will not rebuild, 


2 Films, 4 Acts, 15¢ 


Los Angeles, Feb. 29. 

Bard's Hill Street, a block from 
the Paramount, ts offering two fea- 
tures and four acts of vaudeville for 
l5c. This is a record for this part of 
town. 

Only quantity competitor fs a 
house on Main street with two fea- 
tures and six acts for a dime, 

















Operator’s Home Bombed 


Springfield, Ill., Feb. 29. 

A bomb was thrown through 
front window at the home of Ed- 
ward Maisel, operator at the Strand, 
wrecked by similar explosion last 
December. The Maisel residence was 
wrecked by the explosive and four 
members of the family, at sleep at 
the time, were injured, but none 
seriously. 

Maisel was employed by Keraostes 
Bros., who, with Burnstein, another 
theatre operator, have been rowing 
with the union over the size of 
staffs employed in their nabe 
houses, 


COEUR DE LILAS 


(Continued from page 21) 
of the underworld, and somewhat 
remindful of the ‘Beggar’s Opera’ 
idea. The other, a real underworld 
song, ‘My Rubber Frail,’ is also 
good. 

Direction is very good, and clever- 
ly skips unsafe bits, such as the 
battle in the dive, which is shown 
only by the stuff flying around, and 
the surrendering of the girl to the 
police by her detective-lover merely 
shown by his taking up the ’phone, 
followed immediately by a news- 
paper clipping showing results. 

Film is a likely bet outside France 
for any theatre where French orig- 
inal versions can be played, with 
every chance of drawing an audi- 
ence really interested in a true pic- 
turization of a 100% French locale. 

Mazi, 














OEW PRODUCTION 


“FROLICS OF 1932” 


Sd 26) Penn, _Pittsburgh 


STEVE FREDA 20 and 
Jounny PALACE 


Dir.: John Hyde—Wm. Morris Agency, Ine. 


Pasquati Bros. 
JOYCE COLES 


“The Dancing Charmer” 
CARLOS PETERSON 
“Gyrations Galore” 
NICHOLAS DAKS 
“Twists and Turns” 


Chester Hale’s Frolic Girls 








A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“STEPPING HIGH” 
__ (Feb. -_27) | Loew’ "s, Rochester, New York _ 








WM. and JOE 


MANDEL 


“Quiet Please”’ 


: Bernard Burke: Jack Curtis Office 


~ FLO MAYO 


“Walking back from an Airplane Ride” 


MILES and KOVER 


“Adagio Exotique™ 
Dir.: Ned Dobson; Jerry Cargill Office 


LUCKY SEVEN TRIO 
EVANS—WEAVER—SAUNDERS 
“Dice Novelty” Conceived and 
Copyrighted by Dick Saunders 





CHESTER HALE’S ‘STEPPING HIGH’ GIRLS 





A LOEW PRODUCTION j 


“FORWARD MARCH” 


(Week Feb. 26), Capitol, New York 


Terrell & Fawcett 


“Falling For You” 


Dir.: Eddie Meyers 


CANDREVA 
6 BROS 6 


Dir.: Cargill & Dobson 


ALF LOYAL 


Dir.: Chas, 


CHESTER HALE’S 
FORWARD MARCH GIRLS 





Yates 








A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“WHIRLIGIGS” 


,. e 26) Valencia, Jamaica — 


4 FLASH DEVILS 


c. Cc. GILL 
Cc. A. BANKS 


“3 F eet of Flash’ 


Per. Dir. Harry Romm 


BARTE>“ARDEN 


Dancers of All 
TYPES, TINTS and TEMPOS 


VIOLA and JERRY 


La VERNE 


“From Cave Man to Gigolo 
PAUL KEAST 
Dramatic Baritone 

Direction Lyons & Lyons 


Chester Hale’s Whirligigs 








A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“GET GAY” 


ane FM 27) State, _Cleveland_ 


BERKr 


FROHMAN 


“The Prince of Pep” 


Per. Man., © has. Yates 


THE GALENOS 


Athletic T ou hd opn’ 











jir.: Chas. Ye ‘3 


Mauineza RIO 


“Personality Girl” 
| if. Ph il Ty ell 


DUGAN ‘and HADLEY 


“& Cycle of Modernistic Impressions” 
Dir.- Harry Pincus 


Chester Hale’s “Get Gay” Girls 














A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“RHYTHMIC ILLUSIONS” 


(Feb. 27), State, Syracuse, New York 


THE 
HOLLYWOCD 
COLLEGIANS 


assisted by 


HELEN CARLTON 


and 
MARCELLE WILLIAMS 


MATT KELLY 








Direction: 























GUEST CONDUCTOR 


CAPITOL 


NEW YORK 
THIS WEEK (FEB. 26) 





PHIL 
SPITALNY 


Exclusive Durium Recording Artist 








An Excerpt from 


CAPITOL, NEW YORK 
FEB. 19 


“The ‘Hungariana’ presentation overture 
with Phil Spitalny as guest conductor gives 
it such a classic start... Spitalny’s overture 
was an instrumental flash, with the maestro 
putting the baton-wielding act on in big style 
and selling it in proportion.” Abel. 
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BARBARA STANWYCK 

*Xmas’ (Comedy-Drama) 

14 Mins.; Three (Special) 
Palace 

Frank Fay ‘presents’ Miss Stan- 
wyck’s comedy-dramalet and is 
credited for authorship-staging. It 
holds a_ sizeable cast, including 
Henry Sherwood, John Miller, 
James Mack, Joseph Sweeney, 
Toney Hughes, Nick Copeland, Pa- 
tricia Miller and Bobby Watson, the 
latter registering as a nance win- 
dow-dresser, but otherwise regret- 
fully stoogeing for both Stanwyck 
and later Fay in his act. 

It’s a familiar plot. Xmas time. 
Department store manager’s office. 
Miss Stanwyck is the petty shop- 
lifter of cheap toys. She’s pinched 
by hardboiled store dicks. Irate 
v. p. gets a load of her story and 
gives her the toys and a job. 

Somehow, despite its general 
light weight, it’s not as simple as 
it sounds, due to the sizeable cast 
with its comedy by-play, plus Miss 
Stanwyck’s own legit performance, 
which isn’t overdone. The 14 mins. 
running time also helps immensely. 

It’s strictly a filler-in for the 
Fay-Stanwyck combo, as it permits 
Fay to mildly razz his wife that 
he gave her a cast ‘of a million ac- 
tors, lighting effects, a fancy stage 
set,’ etc., and now will she permit 
him to do his own stuff in peace. 
In shoddy attire for the sketch, the 
contrast for Miss Stanwyck’s fancy 
scenery later on is a rather radiant 
effect. 

It’s her second try in vaude and 
naturally is guided throughout by 
Fay. Coming from nite clubs as 
Ruby Stevens into legit, Barbara 
Stanwyck also registered on the 
screen later on. She has been on 
the coast three years. 

Naturally the dramatic is ex- 
pected of her, although she can also 
hoof, a heritage of her couvert 
charge novitiate. 

At least she doesn’t simper and 
scrape about ‘being glad to meet 
you all face to face.’ Rather thank- 
fully there are no speechlets of that 


sort; Fay wisely satirizes the per- 

sonal appearance routines in his 

own act presentation later on. 
Abel. 


HILDA ROGERS (3) 
Singing, Dancing 

13 Mins.; One 
Jefferson 

Here’s another of those vaudeville 
anomalies, all too frequent. Three 
capable performers so anxious to 
show off their class that they spoil 
a good act. In this case it’s a 
language matter with two of three 
colored performers evidently under 
the impression a vaudeville audi- 
ence will be impressed by hearing 
them talk a number of foreign 
languages. 

Miss Rogers and one of her male 
assistants spend at least three min- 
utes speaking French, German and 
Yiddish. All three with equally 
bad accents. It doesn’t mean a 
thing to those in the audience who 
don’t understand the languages, 
and less to the few that do. All 
leads into the colored lassie doing 
what is called an imitation of Mar- 
lene Dietrich singing the song out 
of ‘Blue Angel’ in the original Ger- 
man. Only thing about the imita- 
tion that actually reminds of the 
original is that the hat is the same 
kind as Marlene wore. 

Inexcusable, especially since Miss 
Rogers is a personable girl with a 
trim figure and clever at both song 
and dance. She looks a great deal 
like Josie Baker and acts like her 
sometimes, for good effect, even to 
wearing one of those costumes that 
just barely is okay under the law. 

The two men with Miss Rogers 
are good steppers and fit, but that 
foreign chatter is so much wasted 

time. Kauf. 


THE DE TOREGOS (4) 
Dancing, Singing 

12 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Hippodrome 

Splendid flash that can close any 
kind of bill and can stand featur- 
ing on smaller layouts. The De 
Toregos are an agile man and 
woman dance team, while with 
them are Sally Sarrant, a fine col- 
oretura singer, and Joe Bradshaw 
at the piano. 

Exceptionally good sets help out 
a good deal, with costuming of the 
central pair also in good taste. 
They do three dances, one a tango, 
each carefully thought out and exe- 
cuted and correctly mounted. 
Sarrant does one specialty and pro- 
vides a background voice. hauf, 
BUDDY DOUGLAS (2) 
Comedy, Song, Dance 
11 Mins.; Two (Special) 
Palace, N. Y. 

Buddy Douglas is a 
midget coming on after his 
gated gob, partner makes a song- 
and-dance entrance, Douglas 


bag. The midget is also dressed in 
reculation sailor’s middy. 

Their ensuing patter is bright and 
brisk, as is their stepping. It was 
a sturdy deucer here Abel. 








rting so well. 


FRANK FAY 
Comedian 
39 Mins.; Two 
Palace 

That staggering 39 mins. running 
time isn’t actually his own act, as 
there’s much ad lib nonsense in the 
course of it. For that matter, Fay’s 
working time can’t be clocked. As 
m. ec. he’s throughout the works, 
punctuating almost everybody's act 
with bits and nonsense and brightly 
pacing the general proceedings. 

That his m.c. stay at the Palace 
this week will not equal his past 
performances, or that of other Pal- 
ace m.c.,s will not be so much his 
own fault as that of the show in 
general. Fay has a flock of new 
bits. He first introduces a hokum 
Frankenstein as an audience-scarer. 
He’s a stooge who emulates the 
Boris Karloff screen get-up and a 


novelty. 
He has a bright comedy news- 
reel which, as recounted in the 


regular house review of the Palace, 
shows Coolidge in serious mien sup- 
posedly gagging in colloquial mugg 
language about Fay. Clips of Ganhdi 
and his Hindu followers are shown, 
with sound effects and Yiddish in- 
terpolations, via a disk, hastening 
to the Palace to get a load of Fay. 
Main portion of Fay’s act features 
three firemen stooges who outwear 
their welcome. On top of that, the 
sizeable cast in Miss Stanwyck’s 
act also doubles into stoogery for a 
long Spanish fol-de-rol bit, al- 
though that did well in the main. 
With Fay is Eddie Ward at the 
ivories, one of whose torch songs 
Fay sings. He shouldn’t. Fay lets 
down vocally and while the torch 
patter is strong lyrically and he 
gets something out of that, the 
straight vocalizing is rather blah. 
Fay’s flair for comedy is well 
known and requires little commen- 
tary. He's a bright spot through- 
out excepting that it’s all too spotty. 
Everything runs overly long and 
is irregular. 

Fay has been away in pictures for 
three years as has his wife, Miss 
Stanwyck. He only rade one per- 
sonal appearance, at the Strand, 
New York, with ‘God’s Gift to 
Women’ last year, but has been out 
of vaude for that period of time. 
Abel. 





LULU McCONNELL (4) 
Comedy 
17 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Jefferson 


Lulu McConnell has been so con- 
sistently entertaining in her bridge 
game act that it’s probably quib- 
bling to call her new act not quite 
as good. Maybe it’s her fault for 
having set herself too high a stand- 
ard in her previous effort. Where 
the other act was a continual howl 
from the minute the curtain went 
up, the best that can be said about 
this act is that it contains a good 
idea and a number of laughs. 

Trouble lies largely in he first 
half. Miss McConnell has gotten 
herself such a rep as a comedy stew 
that she wants to have a drunk bit 
in all her acts, as here, but not fit- 
Laid aboard a ship 
homebound from Europe with Miss 
McConnell doing her stew stuff, but 
referring just about a half dozen 





Miss 


personable 
elon- 


is 
camouflaged in the gob’s shoulder 


A ae sa Ee ne OEE 


too many times to mal-de-mere. 
Cut down and tightened it may be 
funnier. 

Curtain comes down for a minute 
to allow Francetta Malloy a song in 
one, then a new full stage set at the 
pier with inspectors looking over 
baggage. And from this on very 
good comedy as Miss McConnell 
butts in on other passengers as they 
have their trunks examined, with 
the result they’re caught cheating 
on declarations. The star is caught 
smuggling a dozen bottles of stuff 
herself as the tag. 

As is, the act can play any house. 
When trimmed down and tightened 
up, it will be a real headlining prop- 
osition, such as Miss McConnell has 
been consistently. Kauf. 





ALLEN and EDDY 
Song, Dance, Chatter 
11 Mins.; One 
Jefferson 

Two pleasant looking and _ tal- 
ented lads who will do well in vaude 
as soon as they get themselves an 
act. As shown currently, it looks 
like a patch-together of gags they 
heard or saw. That thev almost get 


and are neat hoofers. 


fall off is in the chatter. Kauf. 





GUYER and DUFFY (1) 
Comedy S. and D. 
14 Mins.; Full and One 
Jefferson 

Soy and girl with a 
man assisting in novelty frameup. 
Street drop in full shows an owl 
lunch wagon. At opening the cook 
is at work seated on the wagon 
steps. He exits and pair are on, 
coing to lovers’ battle. 

Comedy here is made up of such 
things as boy’s line 





Their 


opening 
shouldn’t be mentioned 


view of the excess running 
Premiere matinee finaled at 


brightly 
some stepology, 
the trey. 
made his appearance, although two 


away with it says something for 
their ability. 
Couple have fair singing voices 


Where they 


character 


PALACE 


Frank Fay-Barbara Stanwyck 
head a $15,000 show at the Palace 
which doesn’t play like big money. 
Easy to conceive how it would have 
evolved into a happier sequence un- 
der the original plan of spotting 
Benny Rubin and Jack Haley in the 
Fay show, it is by no means the laff 
marathon the Fay-Rubin-Haley trio 
would have guaranteed it. 

Show is ragged and punctuated 
by marked let-downs. Overboard 
on hoofing in the forepart, it is 
lightweight on everything in the 
second half. Final stanza merely 
comprises Irene Bordoni and Fay 
doing his solo act with the aid of 
Miss Stanwyck and a flock of 
stooges. 

The Bordoni resumption was slow. 
But. politely received, the audience’s 
gallantry exceeded the chanteuse’s 
program quality. Why she didn’t 
fall back on some of her lilting pro- 
duction song hits is something to 
puzzle over. Instead, she opens with 
an allegedly current Parisian song 
hit, ‘Speak to Me of Love,’ which 
lacks all the charm, verve and qual- 
ity usually associated with a con- 
tinental song sensation. A naughty 
number next was anti-climatic in 
view of the general ribaldry in the 
first half. ‘Ninon’ was an old one 
and ‘Why Dance?’ the most familiar 
of her airs. None was by any 
means distinguished as to lyric or 
presentation. 

Similarly sagging the first stanza 
was Neville Fleeson’s act, with 
Helene Denizon, Gloria Grafton and 
Frances Stevens featured. The girls 
are the entire act. Fleeson never 
rings the bell, starting with the ini- 
tial gigolo number, which isn’t for 
his personality. It all would have 
been more effective had his entrep- 
reneurship been less ostentatious. 
In sequence, Fay Adler and Teddy 
Bradford with three male stepping 
assistants opened and finished 
strong after a rather tepid start. 
They’re showing a new routine since 
last caught some weeks ago at 
yrauman’s Chinese, Hollywood. 
finale mechanique number 
wows them to a healthy salvo. The 
‘Body and Soul’ double 
and will 
probably be sacrificed perforce in 
time. 
3 

Douglas (New Acts) 
sustained the deuce with 
thence Fleeson in 
Frank Fay here first 


5. 


Buddy 


end-stage microphonic cabinets ini- 
tially introduced him orally. It pur- 
ported to emanate from their hotel 
room with Fay heralding his advent 
and Miss Stanwyck telling him to 
move over a bit so that they may 
knock off a few more extra winks 
before making the matinee. 

Fleeson’s musical flash aspires to 
class and achieves a modicum there- 
of, but somehow it never clicks as 
it should. Helene Denizon’s terping 
is oke and Gloria Grafton’s vocal- 
ization ditto. Her torch stuff is in- 
clined towards overdramatics but 





married you'll want for nothing,’ 
on which the lunch wagon voice 
breaks in with ‘boloney.’ There’s 
a of this, weakening on repeti- 
tion. 

Some of wrangling gags between 
pair who talk tough, but dress neat, 
is funny. Girl in long skirts does 
a sightly bit of minor stepping, and 
boy sings several pops in an agree- 
able voice. Finish with dancing 
duet, when the boy for the first 
time reveals that he shakes a 
wicked No. 7%. 

Well received here in No. 4 of a 
six-act bill and will get over gener- 
ally in houses of the Jefferson 
grade. Rush. 





WALTERS, ROONEY and KAY 
Acrobatics 

8 Mins.; One and Two 

Jefferson 


Two lads and a girl in a fairly 
good opening act, with the girl there 
largely for the effect of one trick 
only. First half of the act in 
‘one’ with the two men doing very 
good hand-to-hand work, but spoil- 
ing it by dressing it all in comedy. 
Same sort of comedy dozens of acts 
of this kind are doing, and not at 
all necessary, with both boys clever 
enough to do their work straight 
for better results. 

Girl is on for unnecessary tum- 
bling, and boys come back in neater 
clothes for more hand-to-hand, with 
the heavy lad doing a neat pick-up 
of his man and girl partners, one on 
his hands and the other on his feet 
for a sweet finish. Kavf. 





REEMS, RIO and KITCHELL 
Dancing 
9 Mins.; One 
Hippodrome 

Two boys and a girl, all young 
and nimble on their toes. Okay 


deucer for almost any kind of house 
as is, and will build into a routine 
that can call for better spotting. 


Girl does comedy, which is un- 
called for. She’s too pretty a kid 
to boiher and comedy somehow 


doesn’t fit a pretty girl. Just re- 
sorting to a couple of falls wouldn't 
be so bad, but the cute stuff 
throughout hurts rather than helps. 

One of the boys does an imitation 
also which could be dropped. 





‘When we're 


Kauf, 


she hits her pace with the finale 
Harlem number, while Frances 
Stevens pulls a snakehips in sil- 
houette. All three girls finale tres 
torrid. 

Hoke newsreel showing Coolidge 
and Gandhi gagging about Fay was 
funny, with a hokum record and 
sound effects getting quite a few 
laughs. For the Gandhi stuff, the 
dusky mob scene speaks polyglot 
Yiddish, the Hindu natives stating 
they’re all rushing over to catch 
Fay at the Palace. 

Jans and Whalen, to one who 
hasn’t seen them for a couple of 
years, clicked big. An added mem- 
ber, Helene Grant, with a heated 
‘St. James Infirmary’ song delivery, 
and cooch, has done much to make 
the boys familiar breakdown uke- 
dance stuff seem different. The 
snakehips and the ‘weighing’ bit 
come ‘within the category of recent 


Palace nuances apparently. 
‘Frank Fay presents’ Barbara 
Stanwyck who in turn ‘presents’ 


Fay when he does his solo. Stan- 
wycx sketch (New Acts) is cred- 
ited to Fay for authorship and di- 
rection. It is the legit-picture ac- 
tress’ first act in vaude. Jointly 
they get $8,500. Fay is billed first 
at his actress-wife’s insistence. 

In the Bordoni act, second half, 
the microphonic loud-speakers are 
enlisted for more comedy as Stan- 
wyck cautions Fay about. the 
French girls’ social amenities. Jans 
and Whalen come on, after a change, 
while Fay has also switched from 
informal to dress suit, plus topper 
and stick, for his second half rou- 
tine. 

The double breasted tux shows 
up Fay as having agreed a bit too 
well with the California climate, 
while Miss Stanwyck, after threat- 
ening at one time, on the coast, to 
take it big, looks well now, with no 
suspicion of excess. 

Fay in his generally kidding man- 
ner throughout kids his own sar- 
torial scenery and humorously rags 
his wife’s costume flash. She sports 
a number of snappy changes. which 
were great stuff for the femmes, 
including a couple. of coats, with 
Fay commenting why she didn’t 
bring in ‘that other coat.’ Fay is 
under New Acts. 

Howard Kirsch, vocal soloist with 
the Lou Forman trench unionists, 
registered with the ‘Darkies Were 
Born’ overture and also officiated 
vocally in Adler-Bradford's opening 
turn with ‘Body and Soul.’ Abel. 


Paramount, Newark 


Newark, Feb. 27. 

The change in booking hasn’t 
hurt the quality of the acts so far. 
This week’s bill is filled with en- 
tertainment. It is a different sort 
of vaudeville from that usually 
shown in this town, but this is cer- 
tainly nothing against it. It was 
well received throughout. 

Four girls and two men make up 
La Piva and Legary, mostly a 
dance act. One man plays an ac- 
cordion (never leaving the stage) to 
the finish and lands with a solo. 
A man and woman dance several 
times with striking costumes, and 
the man _ repeats with another 
woman and is better than either. 
Some numbers are Span!sh and one 
Hungarian. Another giri sings sev- 
eral pops and doubles for a duet. 
The last girl dances partly on her 
toes, does a tap and appears in a 
cakewalk costume for some pretty 
mean steps. For the finale the man 
goes adagio with one partner and 
ends with a prolonged fast whirl 
to a smash. 

'A happy landing was also made 
by Nelson and Paxton. Miss Pax- 
ton is a large blonde, while Nelson 


is one of those over-trousered 
comics. They were fairly funny, 


but Nelson wins with his singing. 
He puts over a standard number, 
using peculiar gestures, and it 
earns bows. 

Brengk’s Indian Revels is an out- 
standing spectacle. With nine In- 
dians in a jazz band led by a slim, 
competent and perfectly-poised girl 
they look good to start with. As 
they play they introduce yells that 
pep them up. One sings and the 
back drop reveals a splendid figure 
of a girl posing as a gold statue. 


Then a girl in undress startles 
them with a dance. The leader 
goes into ‘Minnie the Moocher’— 


not any too hot, but helped by the 
yells—which she follows with an 
Indian lullaby. The posing girl, 
now with a horse, does some sightly 
poses in both gold and silver. Then 
the dancer returns again in undress 
and steps to a blues, demonstrating 
that the aborigines owed nothing to 
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STATE 


Joe Frisco tops the bill at the 
State this week, with Anatole Fried. 
land’s 20th Century Revue as rune 
ner-up. Because of the frame-up of 
the revue Frisco does not get his 
indicated next-to-closing, but fol. 
lows the dance flash and manageg 
to get off on the right foot through 
smooth salesmanship. Bill is rather 
long on dancing and singing, and 
short of good comedy, difficult to 
put together to the best advantage 
and yet getting over nicely. 

Opens with the Agemos, who of- 
fer a brief but good routine of 
shoulder and risley perch balances, 
The two boys make a neat, if not 
impressive, appearance, work rap- 
idly and to good effect, though in- 
troducing no novelty. Standard 
stuff smartly done and over to a 
very fair hand. They make room 
for Major, Sharp and Minor, three 
girl harmonists with the usual half- 
portion piano. They wisely stick to 


pop numbers with ‘River Stay 
Away’ soloed by the alto, whose 
voice comes through better as a 
single than in the team work. Not 


playing supposed preferences, 
there’s one of each—blonde, brunet 
and carrots—so gentlemen may suit 
their tastes. Make a nice appear- 
ance though their pyjama costumes 


might be improved upon. They did 
well enough to leave all clear for 
their successors. 

Trey is June Carr and a pianist, 


with the latter opening the act, Miss 
Carr emerging from under the piano 
lid to go into a tap routine ona 
mat substituted for the regular top. 


The dancing is much better than 
some weak attempts at comedy, 
though they get the laughs at the 


close with a rough clowning adagio. 
Miss Carr has a good personality, 
but does not use it to full advan- 
tage. Much of her comedy is too 
self-conscious. If she did not let 
the audience see how hard she was 
working, she would slide over neat- 
ly. The pianist handles a light song 
nicely enough, but lets the act down 


momentarily with a heavier num- 
ber. Seems necessary to spot a 
breather here, but it should be 


something less ponderous. 

Irving Edwards works on his own 
ahead of the revue, in which he also 
appears. Much of his talk is inane, 
but he builds up well with the gag 
of repeating an acrobatic trick for 
newcomers and works this whis- 
kered device into a big laugh with 
a very natural plant for the blowoff. 
After fooling around with comedy 
and mild acrobatics for a time, he 
suddenly goes torch to no particular 
result. As he closes, a picture goes 
on the screen with a man inviting 
Edwards to go into the revue. Some 
trick work with girls in a frame, 
not badly done, and then the actual 
girls burst through the screen to go 
into a tap routine. Six line girls, 
two dancers and a boy singer, ap- 
parently Bobby Bernard, stopping 
the show with ‘Marching Home to 
You’ at this late day, largely 
through film effects. And the stops. 
ping was done at the supper show 
at that. Not a strong voice, but he 
fakes it effectively. Several dance 
routines, solo and line, and a good 
finish with each girl carrying two 
dummy bodies to triple the show- 


ing. Not new, but worked for a 
jazz effect. 
And after all that noise, Frisco 


comes out to catch them on his ens 
trance and hold on to the end, which 
is his trade-mark dance. The Helen 
Morgan imitation, of course, which 
drew gales of laughter, and a neatly 
done rumba with a mighty pretty 
girl. Most of the stuff is old, but 
it’s Frisco, and that is the impor- 
tant point with the crowd. Show 
probably drew more business than 
the picture, ‘Tomorrow and Tomore 
row’ (Par), but not up to average 
attendance Sat. afternoon. 


PALACE, CHICAGO 


o- 


Chicago, Feb. 27. 

This house is getting many films 
that were originally intended for 
the sister run house, State-Lake, but 
which on showing elsewhere, proved 
too flabby for more than a week's 
sojourn, and even then, must have 
the bolstering of a strong vaude 
line-up. 

Current ‘Woman Commands’ (Ra- 
dio) is one example, and the Ann 
Harding ‘Prestige’ (Radio) slated to 
arrive shortly, is another. For the 
first time in many weeks the pic- 
ture is getting the heavy slugging 
at this arena, due to the rather 
nameless vaude array and the hope 
of pulling patrons on the strength 
of the Pola Negri in-the-fiesh ap- 


Minsky. They couldn't get enough | pearance at B. & K.’s Ovicntal three 
of it. weeks ago. Opening trade was 
Saber and Ford, man and girl,|fairly good and that is indication 
began mildly, the girl doing the|for the entire session's box office. 
; usual nut type, but gradually they Regular five-acter, this stanza im- 
| Doatn to click with nifties and the | Presses as consistent on the ends 
igirl’s unusual pep wins. She | but saggy in the middle. The middle 
| changes to a revealing costume that | being Joe Herbert and his stooges, 
displays a ravishing figure. She| both male and female. Main weak- 
sings nicely. The future for this|M¢ss here is the total familiarity, 
young lady is bright. }not only of the materia! but also the 
Closing are Hart’s Hollanders, six |™eéthed. Ty the way, has the Inter- 
men, a woman, a midget and a boy | St@te Commerce Commish, in order 
or midget, in tumbling. They use |'®,PUmp the public’s interest in the 
a Duich set and costumes. There |T@/road situation, passed a ruling 
is much knockabout and comedy. | tat every harmonica-player must 
| The acrobatic work is smoothly | give an Imitation of a train? » 8a ee 
done and looks difficult. They go , Opening was the Colleano Family, 
strong. prog rt epepetags Ma wer sie bry 
:77 ! 4 P aclS DvD gz. oneano 4 
‘Broken Lullaby’ (Par), billed | pce Me Seas tea first half of the 
here under its original name, wins = _ nee 
a big hand. House filled. (Continued on page 30) 
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ROXY 
; New York, Feb. 26. 

With ‘Cheaters at Play’ (Fox) on 
screen, the Roxy currently needs 
more than that added scenic three- 
reeler, ‘Tragedy of Everest,’ and 
Fred Waring’s Pennsylvanians to 
keep its head up. 

The ‘Light Cavalry’ everture is a 
pit cornfed for a Fred Waring, whose 
idea is to alternate the classic with 
the jazz, while the reversion to the 
sight stuff, rather than those costly 
names, hasn't worked out sensation- 
£ either. 
wr. Seentasien is captioned ‘Dreams, 
bringing on the chorus via two giant 
twin beds. After the ballet and 
Roxyettes ensemble stuff, which fea- 
tures Evalyn Nair, Bert Nagel’s 
feline specialty dovetails into a lu- 
minous paint dance flash (credited 
to A. Strobl), which reminds of those 
Disney Silly Symphonies, with their 
eerie stepology formations. Effect 
was somewhat marred by the lumi- 
nous paint veering around to the 
black portions, so that faint outlines 
were visible during the sequences 
when the blackout should have 
transpired. When working far up- 
stags this was corrected. 

Finale, ‘Dream of Aphrodite,’ was 
an undersea ballet idea featuring 

-atricia Bowman, Val Gueral, Aron 
Tomaroff, Valery Stretshnev and 
both dance ensembles. 

Waring hit his stride with a lyric 
satire on ‘Rhapsodie in Blue’ after 
the orthodox Von Suppe overture. 

Rest of the show was in the con- 
ventional sequence, with C. A. J. 
Parmentier and Charlotte Tauber at 
the organ, the scenic and Fox Mo- 
vietone newsreel. Latter was strong- 
est on the Sino-Jap stuff, although 
whoever is doing the voicing—evi- 
dently synced ov the New York end 
—could make his diction better, 

Abel. 





MASTBAUM 


Philadelphia, Feb. 

House doesn’t need any stage 
names to draw with Joe E. Brown's 
(FN) ‘Fireman, Save My Child,’ on 
the screen. However, it has a revue 
offering that will do a great dea] to 
add to the pleasant glow left by the 
picture, with entertainment value 
that beats most of the headline 
names. Combines imaginative stag- 
ing of the highest order, with plenty 
of comedy, and introduces one nov- 
elty that will make jaded presenta- 
tion house audiences sit up. 

Offering called ‘Garden of Allah,’ 
with set to represent Moroccan gate 
and girls on for atmosphere. Male 
chorus (8) in foreign legion outfits 
ehants ‘Live for France,’ line girls 
On next for dance with cymbals. 
Caught at second show on opening 
day dance was rough and spotty. 
Especially noticeable because chorus 
is in a class high above average. 
Trouble may have been in orchestra 
pit, timing broken beat of Oriental 
music. Two other numbers ok. 

Ben Blue, on next, putting over 
his comedy smoothly, also acting as 
sort of m. ec. Works with ~ood-look- 
ing femme and usual stooge, and 
spaces his stuff throughout the re- 
vue, so that none of it is wasted. 
Well-known Russian dance and ‘Dy- 
ing Swan’ went over big. 

Three rhythm dancers, Negro 
hoofers, went through routine for a 
good hand, followed by Ben Blue, 
who introduced Lillia.. Shade, singer 
of torch songs on Ethel Merman or- 
der. Has a personality of her own 
and striking appearance, her jet 
black hair and vivid lips reminding 
one of Evelyn Brent. Slim, graceful, 
a stunning dresser and, most impor- 
tant, has a real voice, ‘After You”ve 
Gone,’ followed by ‘Minnie, the 
Moocher,’ to which she exits effec- 
tively from a darkened stage with 
Spotlight from wings. 

Novelty presentation mentioned is 
Javanese dance by Salami and 
Michi. Production gives them top- 
notch support, Javanese set draped 
With figures, dance by ballet, and 
orchestra superb in musical accom- 
Ppaniment. As ballet exits, figure is 
disclosed sitting like Buddha on 
altar, four hands visible as female 
partner is behind sitting figure. She 
is not seen until both leave altar to 
do a dance on stage. Otherwise. 
movement is confined to graceful, 
perfectly timed manipulation of the 
hands. 

A really artistic piece of work and 
&n example of the better things that 
presentation houses can offer. 
Something distinctly new, it kept a 
large afternoon audience quiet until 
the end and received strong ap- 
Plause. Credit to Roy Le Prinz, 
Production manager. 

Act closed by Liazeed Troupe of 
acrobats, filling stage with whirl- 
wind tumblers of every size and 
showing strong-man balancing 
feats. Mixture of nationalities in 
bill not as noticeable as it seems 
here. 

Milton Charles sings ‘Save the 
Tast Dance for Me,’ mentioning 
Philadelphia author. Given a neat 
production, showing church steeple 
on drop, and spot revealing grace- 
ful waltz behind screen. Also 
makes the audience sing, his infor- 
mal manner so effective that he can 
et the customers to talk right up 
to him in a lighted house. Quiet 
Style has won him a following that 
is a real Asset, 

Mastbaum orchestra keeps up the 
excellence of the bill with a melo- 
dious overture called ‘Romance of 
the Rivers,’ Waters. 


26. 





PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


New York, Feb. 27. 

In less than a week after close 
of its $2 run at the Criterion, 
‘Broken Lullaby’ (Par), formerly 
known as ‘Man I Killed,’ is shunted 
in here for a week at de luxe scales. 
It’s brief clearance between the 
two runs and for Criterion is nar- 
rowing down of protection until it 
hardly means anything. 
if this becomes habitual, the pub- 
lic will eventually feel it may as 
well walt a week for a picture, 
since by then it may be out of $2 
and into the pop houses. Protec- 
tion becomes something of the past 
with such quick dating of pictures 
On top of prior runs. 

Moreover, Criterion is only across 
the Street from the Paramount, 
with advance on latter starting be- 
fore the $2 run is cool. No other 
organization aside from Paramount 
Publix, which has done it before 
during the past year, is shaving 
down protection so far. 


While ‘Broken Lullaby’ proved a 
disappointer at $2, it it likely to 
churn the box offices up here. It 


has the advantage of a $2 run, good 
sock notices on that, and the word 
of mouth which may have accrued 
so iar. 

Business Saturday afternoon in- 
dicated picture was exerting some 
box office pressure. Along with a 
good, though not outstanding, stage 
show that ought to be spoken of 
kindly, business may and should top 
the house average by a nice margin. 

York and King, vaudeville stand- 
ard, share with Alexander Gray 
(shortened here to Alex Gray), the 
value of the unit at the b. 0. Gray, 
formerly in musical comedy, later 
in pictures for Warner Bros. and at 
present on the air for Chesterfield, 
will lure a certain percentage. 

Stage interlude is known as ‘Time 


Goes On.’ It was assembled by 
Boris Petroff and in most respects 
as been admirably built, with the 


various acts nicely unified into an 
entertaining whole. 

York and King do most of their 
seasoned routine from vaudeville 
and Chic York doubling as m.c. for 
the old-time quadrille and waltz 
number in full. He also introes 
Warren Boden, kid banjoist, whose 
Rachmaninoff prelude in C sharp 
minor on that instrument is his 
strong forte. 

The opening is old New England 
in winter, with snow effects. A 
mixed ensemble, in ‘98 toggery. 
start the unit off, with York and 
King following in part of their act. 
They’re in a sleigh for atmosphere, 
but later step to ‘one’ to do one of 
their song numbers. 

Team might not have been ex- 
pected to appear to as good ad- 
vantage here as in vaude, particu- 
larly with their act split up, but 
such is not the case. 

Farther down on the show they 
return for another stanza, with 
Miss King, the perfect clown, work- 
ing up as many laughs as she ever 
did in the two-and-plenty-more-a- 
day. Her burlesqued coloratura and 
dance specialty landed solidly. 

Three Riley kids followed, wind- 
ing up to a good hand with their 
tap routines, including the military 
on direct conclusion. Rileys work 
in one, permitting setting of stage 
in full for Gray. 

Finish is built up for the singer, 
Madeline Killeen, prima donna, and 
the ensemble preceding in a num- 
ber that imparts a romantic touch, 
with the girl looking for a sweet- 
heart. The ensemble work here is 
particularly enticing. Gray comes 
on, doing ‘Without a Song’ first. In 
connection with his second ‘One 
Alone’ from ‘Desert Song’ (musical) 
in which he appeared, Miss Killeen 
works with him, stage meanwhile 
filling up for the finale. 

The Petroff show runs 34 min- 
utes, about the conventional time. 
but could be tightened up a little 
in spots. 

Rubinoff, the conductor mechan- 
ique, doing the pop number ‘Home’ 
as various modern composers would 
have written it, and Paramount 
News fill out. Char. 


IMPERIAL, TORONTO 


Toronto, Feb. 26. 

With ‘Shanghai Express’ into the 
Imperial this week, stage prez. 
means nothing as far as draw, 
timely Par product being the fea- 
ture that made a record matinee, 
had the standees jamming the rear 
at the start of the last show and 
bids fair to hang up an attendance 
record. 

Stage bill, however, is pleasing. 
Back-stage idea embodied this 
week idea that clicks. Line-up on 
in two before theatre-rear drop. 
Johns. in tails and toppers, £0 
through stick and white-gleve drill 
as Vina Zolle warbles. Speedy num- 
ber, aided by pit-band, with girls 
easing off in a high-kick routine. 

Webster and Marino trail in a 
sock comedy bit full of hat-slapping 
and back-kicks. Then into a syn- 
chronized eccentric that scored. 
Biz of trying to keep in a travelling 
spotlight and another synchronized 
nut dance that clinched their act 
and had the customers pounding. 
Flash setting for end of first half, 
this a garden scene with oblique 
staircase, balcony, statnes, etc., and 
gorgeous purple night effect, Bai- 








let back on in flame-crimson gowns 
for restrained cross-formations and 
high-kicks in slow tempo. Con- 
stance Evans, blonde and person- 
able, out for acrobatic solo, making 
entrance down staircase, Into flips 
and back-bends, with fan-dance, 
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line-up behind for grouping. Regis- 
tered. 

Harney and Connors trail for a 
combo nut-travesty on interpretive 
dancing and hand-to-hand feats. 
Falls funny and pair went over 
nicely. Ten-minute sag in speed 
with Bob Hall before the traveller 
and trying too heavily to sell a 
show that had already sold itself. | 
Plug for the pit-band and requests 
for hands proved annoying. Ad- 
monitions to be cheerful in spite of 
depression, bread lines and busi- 
ness conditions, singling out of ‘you 


people out there’ removed the 
happy appreciation of what had 
been, until Hall’s appearance, a 


very enjoyable offering. 

sallet out again in full stage for 
finale. Girls in hoop-skirts into a 
restrained number. Doff skirts as 
lights change with set into an Afri- 
can village and lights transforming 
line-up into the semblance of danc- 


ing natives. Tempo changes to a 
hot can-can with jungle-din in- 
creased by hand-clappers. Not a 
novelty but a rousing finish that 
had the audience beating their 
palms. All in all, but for the Hall 
sag, a pleasing entertainment, but 


‘Shanghai Express’ on the marquee 
is the cause of the box-office line- 
ups, McStay. 


CAPITOL 


New York, Feb. 26. 


How completely the Broadway de 
luxers have turned to the specialty 
type show is forcibly illustrated at 
the Capitol in this week’s arrange- 
ment, when an animal turn, and not 
an especially elaborate one, takes 
one of the few full-stage spots with 
a special] set of drapes in a spot that 
would represent the No. 3 in a 
vaudeville bill. 

There are only two other strictly 
specialty turns in the running, and 
both work in ‘one,’ while the full 
space is reserved for ensemble 
dances either for the house line or 
for the 12 American Steppers, a 
supplementary girl line group work- 
ing as a turn in addition to the 
Chester Hale regulars who are resi- 
dent. 

It isn’t an especially inspiring 
frameup, entirely lacking in popular 
name lure and playing poorly as to 
entertainment pattern, It’s no fault 
of the people concerned, but rather 
to the fact that the program doesn’t 
build to a crescendo. House may 
have figured that the feature—‘Ar- 
sene Lupin’ (M-G) with the two 
Barrymores—would turn the boxof- 
fice trick regardless of the stage 
doings. 

No. 2 is a distinct letdown on the 
Candreva Bros., on in ‘one’ and dis- 
closing the six boys all playing cor- 
nets varied with mild stepping as 
they play. Spotting six male cor- 
net players to follow a jazzily 
staged girl number is not the best 
of judgment. Brothers finish with 
a straight rendering of the Sextet 
from ‘Lucia,’ which didn’t help mat- 
ters much, even if the volume of six 
brasses did evoke a little burst of 
applause. 

Situation of a bill progressing 
quietly wasn’t remedied when the 
stage went to full for the following 
number, to show the stage draped 
as a glorified circus tent in white 
satin with red trimmings and a 
wealth of spangles as an appropri- 
ate enough setting for Loyalta 
Arabian Stallions, which turned out 
to be a group of eight or ten poodles 
tricked out with horses’ heads and 
going through the familiar trained 
horse routines in a circus ring. Fin- 
ish has nice leaps by a variety of 
pooches, with mild comedy inciden- 
tals. Turn entirely all right for reg- 
ular spotting, but rather out of or- 
der in the middle of a deluxe house 
layout on Broadway. 

Back to the full stage for the re- 
turn of the American girls in im- 
pressionistic sailor uniforms for an- 
other line bit and extremely well 
done, with the Hale girls backing up 
the visitors. 

Back to ‘one’ for Tyrrell and Faw- 
cett, comedy acrobats, and smart, 
smooth workers in their field, to 
hold up the next-to-closing position, 
which is plenty assignment for a 
male team. If the trick of filling 
the niche could be done by such a 
turn, these boys would do it, for 
they accomplish all that is possible 
by their travesty and their wicked- 
looking falls. But the important 
spot calls for something more in line 
with the pretensions of such a house 
and such a location. 

The finale does something to re- 
deem a weak specialty blending by 
working up a good bit of spectacle 
involving the Steppers, the house 
line and the Candreva boys supply- 
ing impressive trumpet accompani- 
ment. Curtain is on the display of 
a posed woman’s figure symbolizing 
something or other ‘igh on the back 
stage, the pageantry supplying 
something of the punch the rest of 
the show lacked. 

Overture, Phil Spitalny 
ducting, is in two parts—‘1812’ for a 
heavy musical opening and a jazzy 
rendering of ‘Was That the Human | 
Thing to Do?” for a contrasting bit 
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of levity to top it off and give a 
contrast. Zunchuk returns to the} 
baton next week. Rush. i 


EMBASSY 


Superior program currently at the 
Embassy. Best camera study of 
Rockefeller in sound and most com- 
plete picture of the Shanghai situ- 
ation. Geneva matter is also cov- 


|}ered in detail, with real coloring af- 
Japanese’ 


forded by Chinese and 


| representatives. 


This is one of the first times that 
John D. has consented to talk vol- 
ubly for sound, and he not only does 
but adds a bit of singing. Embassy 
audience is inclined to laugh when 
John D., in answering Sir Malcolm 
Campbell’s query about conditions 
in America, points skyward, saying: 
‘We are hoping.’ 

John D. sits while a minister in 
the group renders an unaccom- 
panied solo titled ‘God Will Take 
Care of You.’ He arises and leads 
the chorus when his favorite, ‘Pass- 
ing By,’ is reached. 

The latest Shanghai material is 
outstanding among that so far ex- 
hibited. Filled with human interest, 
it covers everything from a spy tied 
to a pole awaiting execution to an 
old refugee falling in the street 
from weight of her pack. Here and 
there a corpse is seen, while al] the 
time soldiers are scattering about 
taking pot shots at an invisible 
enemy. 

Russia, Japan and China take 
their turn at Geneva. This episode 
is the most interesting so far shown 
on this subject. As a follow-up, an 
F-H camera catches Breuning in 
Berlin for another interview, in 
which he states Germany today is 
not in a position to defend herself. 

King Levinsky and his sister get 
laughs when the scrapper is inter- 
viewed. 

Senator Wagner helps the Hearst 
newspapers by endorsing a Wash- 
ington essay contest the publisher is 
sponsoring. 

Where the Luxer 
sal’s silent version of Hoover on 
Washington’s birthday, the Em- 
bassy has the meat of the speech in 
sound. 

Cat and dog shows always pro- 
vide a cackle. Merrer of the same 
in Paris and Berlin accomplish the 
expected. 

An old clip on Tokyo boys fenc- 
ing is revived, and the yearly L. A. 
waiters’ marathon bobs up again. 

Interesting views of the remote 
control facilities of New York’s new 
subway are included in the pro- 
gram. 

Florida comes in for its outboard 
races in both theatres, but the Em- 


used Univer- 


TRANSLUX 


Cameramen for all reels got one 
of their best breaks for a spectacle 


at the Lakehurst field when the 
Akron swooned to the extent of 
fracturing its tail fin. The boys evi- 
dently were all set for the usual 
takeoff when the unexpected hap- 
pened. Clip is a wow, since. it 
shows the crowds fleeing and the 
air bird bearing toward the lens 


Paramount's views were used at the 
Luxer, with a follow-up which Fox 
overlooked—an interview with the 
ship’s commander as to what it wag 
all about. 

These girls who sell themselves in 
marriage to any man who will sup- 
port an in-law are becoming a little 
boresome to newsreel patrons. A 
comely Albany miss this time goes 
through the routine for Pathe. 


The way Chick Meehan demon- 
strates the new game before a 
Pathe camera ther. won't be much 
excitement in watching football next 
fall, All of the old plays which 
gave the game so much color are re- 
vived by Chick just to give the fans 
a last look. 

Paramount's Shanghai material is 
cut down in the Luxer, but incom- 
ing Japanese troops, street hordes 
and U.S. detachments arriving from 
Manila suffice. 

soth houses have Hawaiian fleet 
manuvers which are exceptional pic- 
tures. Pathe wisely allows more 
footage on this subject. 

Paramount is a week behind on 
Schwab's birthday, but makes up for 
this with a scoop on the Moslem 
leader’s return to India. 

Pathe is ahead of them all on the 
De Valera election. It shows crowds 
in Ireland rioting and distinguishes 
a couple of good street brawls, 
while F-H goes into its vault fora 
speech De Valera made on one of his 
visits to the U. S. 

Universal gets first views of the 
Kansas City grain elevator fire and 
explosion. 

Both newsreel] theatres are show- 
ing Sir Campbell breaking his own 
record on the Florida beach speed- 
way. Waly. 





bassy adds a clip for measure on 
girls. Those F-H cameramen down 
in Florida are getting their focus 
more and more off the faces. 

Work entailed in Literary Df- 
gest’s prohibition poll is indicated 
by employes and mailbags. 

Waly. 





MICHIGAN 


Detroit, Feb. 26. 


Show titled ‘rent House Blues,’ 

with the song as the theme, is staged 
very prettily. The continuity misses 
and the show runs very slow, but 
gets going with Block and Sully. 
Show introduces a newcomer to the 
stage of the Michigan in a half-way 
sort of an m.c. The boy, who seems 
very young, is named Frank Par- 
rish. The only other act beside 
Block and Sully is the Four Vander- 
bilts. ; 
Parrish has a legitimate squawk. 
As used here he sings a couple of 
songs, one of which is too slow, and 
gets no chance to do anything but 
look cute. From the Publix stand- 
ard for m.c.’s he should be sensa- 
tional, as he plays several instru- 
ments and has a nice voice. But as 
presented here he muffs any chance 
at getting across. With a voice that 
is very likeable but weak he has 
trouble in being heard past the first 
few rows. Publix used Bob Nolan 
with a mike on the stage, and this 
boy could well henefit by the same 
treatment. 

Show opens with Parrish sitting 
in ‘one’ with one of the best looking 
girls from the line. While he sings 
‘Pent House Serenade,’ the Brenkert 
effect creates an optical illusion as 
the elevator shadow in the center of 
the drop is moving up as in a shaft. 
Very well executed. At the conclu- 
sion of the song the drop goes up 
to reveal the pent-house setting, 
with the bands on the stage and the 
line into a routine. 


Without any introduction the 
Four Vanderbilts cut in a comedy 
number and several straight. Nice 


entertainment, but failed to get any 
superlative degree of applause. The 
Four Vanderbilts off and back to 
sing a chorus to introduce line ina 
routine with masks on the back of 
the head and the familiar reverse 
number, 

Up to this part of the show there 
is nothing to pep things up. With 
the advent of Block and Sully, part 


of the entertainment loss is rem- 
edied. Eut even a surefire act like 
Lb. and S. needs a build-up. They 


had no trouble scoring, but it took 
them a little while to wake them up 
after the preceding business. The 
usual last-minute ensemble closed 
45 minutes of what could be called 
only a fair show. Show suffers 
fromm very similar troubles to those 
experienced last week. It lacks a4 
spark and speed. 

This week the management could 
economize a little due to the picture, 
‘Shanghai Express.’ Biz fair. 

Lee. 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


Brooklyn, Feb. 27. 

Fast moving and pleasing stage 
show current. Art Jarrett, featured 
single, opens the flesh entertain- 
ment cold even before the orches- 
tra has a chance to warm up the 
audience toward the stage element 
with an overture. This was done 
on the premise that since there is 
a lot of warbling in the F. & M. 
Idea ‘Black and White,’ it would 
be better for Jarrett to open first 
and spot the overture between the 
singer and the Idea. However, it 
does not work out. 


Jarrett, brought east by CBS 
after building a rep for himself in 
Chicago, is in on a four weeks’ 
booking at $750 per, with F.&M. 
holding an option of four weeks for 
$1,000 per. This is Jarrett’s second 
week at this house. tadio singer 
won't disappoint on the stage in 
looks. He is a youthful good look- 
ing chap and possesses loads of 
personality. His voice is unusual, 
as is his style of delivery. Jarrett 
has a high tenor which frequently 
turns into a falsetto on the high 
notes. He uses plenty of ‘stuff’ on 
his songs along ha-cha-cha and 
boop-boop lines. Ether vocalist did 
three numbers here, all of them 
pops. Encored, accompanying him- 
self on the banjo. Jarrett stuck to 
the mike from start to finish, as his 
is a voice that needs amplification. 
Was on about 10 minutes. 

After a seven-minute overture 
under the baton waving of Freddy 
Mack, F.&M.’s ‘Black and White’ 
Idea took up 33 minutes. Featured 
in the Idea is George Dewey Wash- 
ington, Clifton and Brent, Dolly 
Kramer, Rose Glesby, Marie La 
Flohir and Margaret Alice Head. 
Since no credits are given in the 
theatre, either by vocal announce- 
ment or by annunciators, the girls 
could not be identified by name. 

Individua"y only two acts, Wash- 
ington and Clifton and Brent, stand 


out. Otherwise this unit is com- 
posed entirely of girlie group num- 
bers. Unit opened before a black 


drop with one girl singing Liszt’s 
‘Lieberstraum’ and eight girls do- 
ing a spring dance An acrobatic 
dancer was introduced toward the 
latter part of this number. This 
bit is only fair but is promoted by 
the costuming, lighting effects and 





the use of the acrobatic dancer. 

Clifton and Brent, two young 
| boys, trouped on next and had the 
| stage for themselves with rough 
| house routines mainly. Boys mane 
age te squeeze in some comedy 
i (Continued on page 30) 
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PALACE, CHICAGO 


(Continued from page 28) 


turn while the girls are tossing off 
their specialties is hurting their ef- 
fectiveness. There’s plenty of time 
in between rumbers for the 
business. "amily still rates as class 
on the acrobatics in the se.ond por- 
tion of this act, the risley and teeter- 
board work delivering a rapid-fire 
series of ace stunts. 

At the top rung of vaudeville war- 
blers Peter Higgins remains. Pol- 
ished delivery and nonchalant show- 
manship make this singe. the high 
card anywhere in variety. He is 
stickine to pop selections of tunes, 
but makes them in spite of the re- 
petition, w*lcome and worth while. 


Herbert tried to follow Higgins on 
the pipes, and found himself in a 
bad spot. Herbert has a dumb 


femme stooge as his main event, but 
the dumbness, instead of hittir™ as 
comedy, is getting across the foot- 
lights more like stalling for this 
audience. 


Trini took the next to closing in a 
series of three Spanish dances, but 
managed to get variety into the se- 
ries by a couple of neat ideas. When 
she got going on her third Spanish- 
ola it looked like just another re- 
peat, but turned out to be the sock 
bit of the turn by going into a story- 
telling twist. 

In the final clip Jordan and Woods 
proved the existence of radio as the 
ripe field for new vaude material. 
Instead of imitating stage personal- 
ities these boys hit closer to the 
home grounds by doing impressions 
of the aces of the air, but mainly for 
laughs. The burlesquing, however, 
while good for solid laughs through- 
out, is handled with no hint of ani- 
mus, so that no resentment is felt 
by the radio-minded audience. These 
boys work through mikes, making 
the catches of Vallee, Chevalier, 
Downey, Wons, Singing Sam, Cros- 
by, et al., more easily recognizable. 
Just how near the radio is to the 
public these days is demonstrated 
forcibly by the immediate recogni- 
tion of each impression, even before 
the boys announced the names. 

Gold. 


JEFFERSON 


A bill sans impressive names 
mevertheless delivers full value to 
this clientele, principally because it 
is fast moving and strong on the 
comedy end. Five successive laugh 
turns lead to the flash revue of 
Karavaeff, which closes. Layout is 
varied and blends satisfactorily. 
Make this mob laugh and they come 
again. They came in numbers at 
this early Saturday afternoon show, 
to the extent of a standup down- 
stairs before 2 o'clock, a packed loge 
section and the shelf well popu- 
lated. 

George Dormonde, comedy uni- 
cycle idea, opens. He uses a girl 
assistant and has an excellent fin- 
ish in a polo game played on the 
solo wheel. That’s the best of the 
act, talk at the opening being en- 
tirely blah. Finale, with trick laugh 
bits in the riding and polo play 
against the girl were ample to give 
the show a nice start. All in 6 


minutes. 
George Lyons, still building up 
the ‘wop’ dialect gags and the 


broken strings on his harp, and soft 
pedalling the straight music, fitted 
nicely in the following spot, but was 
inclined to jockey for bows. Did 14 
minutes here and that was over- 
time, though they liked him vocifer- 
ously. 

Annie, Judy and Zeke, treying it, 
scored an astonishing hit. You 
wouldn't expect 14th street to enter 
with such a degree of warmth into 
the spirit of a hillbilly turn like 
this, but they did, probably getting 
the kick out of the exaggerations of 
rube awkwardness the act uses by 
way of comedy. Likewise they found 
the Sis Hopkins girl’s nasal voice 
enjoyable, as they did the coon 
shouting trio and the close harmony 
finale. The pianist, second girl, de- 
served more than she got for her 
nifty rendering of ‘St. Louis Blues.’ 
The trio, who bill themselves as 
‘Georgia Crackers,’ have to follow a 
lot of Ozark rough and readies, but 
seem to be up to the task in spots 
like the Jefferson. 

Guyer and Duffy (New Acts) mix 
gag chatter with song and dance, 
the stepping and warbling being 
much the best of the novelty frame 
up. 

Hunter and Percival took the next 
to closing job, no cinch with the 
amount of laughs that had gone on 
ahead, but the dialect of the man, 
especially the tangled talk opening, 
put them easily in at the outset and 
the pair carried through on merit. 
Once again the contrast of a blonde 
straight girl foiling for a grotesque 
comic works out effectively. In this 
case the easy stage manner of the 
girl and her smart handling of sev- 
eral straight numbers helping. 
Man’s clowning in a travesty rope 
twirling bit was good for legitimate 
laughs and his Italian stuff is capi- 
tal. 


First rate idea is back of the 
latest version of the Karavaeff gir] 
and dance flash, ‘Revue a la Russe.’ 
Opens with novelty of five girls 
mixing Chauve-Souris setting and 


funny | 


costumes with American jazz dur- 
ing Karavaeff's Russian song. Girls 
seem to be graduates of one of the 
de luxe precision lines, whos2 rou- 
tines two of them have glorified into 
a flawless stepping specialty, girls 
for this bit being an eyeful in cos- 
itumes resembling black lace step- 
ins. 

High light of the turn is Kara- 
vaeff’s solo blending of Russian na- 
tional dancing with tap routines, 
with Russian pirouettes and hock 
steps executed to the rhythm of 
the taps. A good bit of miniature 
| production splendor goes with the 
number Gypsy Parade, with its glit- 
tering props and a marvel of flash 
for the number of people concerned, 
all working up to a fine whirlwind 


finish with Karavaeff all over the 
stage in caviar acrobatic dancing. 
Principals among the girls are 


listed as Bertha and Gertie Demar- 
est and Ann Lorraine. 

‘Murders of the Rue Morgue’ (U) 
the feature and business at a peak 
even during the first show, with 
the gate down to two bits and 40 
cents for the loges. Rush. 


DOWNTOWN, L. A. 


(10-Act Policy) 
Los Angeles, Feb. 25. 
This house is one of Warners’ 
headaches. In the past six months 
it has switched from day-and-dating 
first runs with the Hollywood to 
second runs, back to first runs with 
five acts of vaude, and later second 
runs with the same number of acts. 


Now it is 10 acts with second-run 
pictures, 
With the latest switch comes a 


change in prices. House is two bits 
until noon, when the admission to 
the orchestra is tilted to 35 cents. 
Six p.m. sees the downstairs selling 
for 50 cents with the balcony at a 
quarter. Opening day of the new 
policy revealed a holdout for the 
balcony at 8 p.m., shelf customers 


going for the three-hour show at 
bargain prices. Downstairs Was 
capacity. ‘Fireman Save My Child’ 


(WB) is the feature, with Universal 
news clips the only other screen en- 
tertainment. Joe E. Brown, 10 vaude 
acts and bargain prices should at- 
tract some business, 


Vaude is budgeted at $1,200— 
about the same as the house paid 
for its five-act bills. Where Bert 
Levey and Ken Dailey dug up the 
current show is a mystery. Of the 
10 acts, only one—Bee Ho Gray and 
Co.—has been seen before locally. 
All acts are limited to six minutes. 
Bill is full of hoke and appealed to 
the Brown followers. 


Bee Ho Gray opened with his 
wip-cracking, knife-throwing and 
rope-spinning. His daughter still 
comes on for the finish with a tap 
dance. 

Jack Russell, in next-to-closing, 
is on after Gray to m.c. the pro- 
ceedings. It’s necessary to sell the 
acts here as there is no annunci- 
ator. Russell makes a good job of 
his introductions, minus all wise- 
cracking and usual m.c antics. 
This is his second week. 

The Drinkers, colored man and 
girl hoofers, deuced. Girl is oke in 
a hot grind number and a rope-skip- 
ping tap. Man is amateurish in an 
off-rhythm tap and a series of 
hocks. Just got over. 

. Farnum and Kay followed. Lat- 
ter is a hoke comic with a Durante 
pan and a Downey voice. Act is 
from the dark ages in material and 
routine. Only thing that saves is 
the hoorah finish of the comic sing- 
ing ‘When Irish Eyes Are Smiling.’ 
Jack and Jerry, good-looking girl 
and boy, open with a tap routine on 
skates. Girl follows with a toe tap 
which landed solidly. Boy pleased 
with a Russian dance, doing a flock 
of trick hocks. Finish was an acro- 
batic dance. Act is nicely costumed 
and carries special drapes. Held up 
the show but no encores is the rule. 

Niles Marsh, ferme impersonator, 
next. Plenty hokey from the start 
with no attempt to stick to the im- 
personating. In three special num- 
bers Marsh continually jumps from 
the male to the falsetto voice. After 
the first number the wig is off. An- 
other hit. 

Mahon and Ray, male singing and 
dancing team with the former doing 
a rube, contribute little more than 
a challenge dance and a song. The 
old man wins the dance. Gags are 
plenty blue and hinge on monkey 
glands for the akay. Pleased. 

Melody Weavers and Paul, girl 
harmony trio and boy singer, got 
places with the girls holding up the 
act. What they lack in stage ap- 
pearance they make up vocally. 
Harmony is above the average, but 
their act needs staging. Boy should 
be held down. Another click and 
the girls beat the no-encore rule 
with one chorus of pop. 

Dell O'Dell, hoke femme magician 
and former standard act, is now 
using Frank Van Hoven’'s ice bit 
with a dead-pan plant holding the 
ice instead of kids. Outside of a 
wine-to-water pouring trick and a 
color change in handkerchiefs, the 
ice business is all she does. 

Jack Russell filled in the next-to- 
closing position with several good 
gags and a soft-shoe dance, 

Six Rivas Boys, Arab tumblers, 
closed the show satisfactorily. 

For the first 10-act bill, the re- 
sults were good, but it will be hard 
to follow due to the scarcity of acts 
in these parts and that $1,200 bud- 
get. Cali. 











HIPPODROME 


Almost a European music hall 
layout at the Hipp this week. Two 
acrobatic turns, two silent dance 
acts and a roller-skating trio on a 
program of eight turns is unusual 


in American vaude. And it’s pretty 
good entertainment. 

Honors on applause and perform- 
ance easily go to Jim McWilliams, 
next to closing, in his usual routine. 
Fither he was feeling exceptionally 
well Saturday afternoon or his par- 
ticular style of work is especially 
suited to this type of house, for he 
had the mob with him from the 
moment he went on, and even kept 
them through an unnecessary. and 
tasteless curtain speech. 

It was the first vaudeville show 
of the new week, which may ex- 
plain that speech being in. For no 
reason whatever McWilliams takes 
up a full minute and a half to tell 
the audience that moving pictures 
come in cans and put good actors 
and musicians out of work. Speech 
doesn’t belong. 

Vaude layout gets off to a good 
start with the Fortinos, from cir- 
cus, with their fine aerial work. 
Reems. Rio and Kitchell (New 
Acts) are a trio of youngsters who 
know how to dance. Third is Ruth 
Roye, whom some of the customers 
seem to have remembered, judging 
by her ovation. The Hipp is not too 
good a house for her type of sing- 
ing, but she made a clean sweep 
of all her numbers plus an encore. 
Cole Brothers follow in a two- 
man colored comedy act along 
usual lines. Both boys sing and 
dance fairly well and handle their 
lines nicely, though they could 
stand some new material. 

The De Toregos (New Acts) is a 
class dance flash that easily wins 
plaudits, and the Three Bredwins 
are a European acrobatic importa- 
tion that will please in any vaude- 
ville house. 

McWilliams is next to closing, 
with the Three Aces, neat skating 
turn, to clean up. 

‘Law and Order’ (U), a first-run 
film, is on the screen, and business 
for the Saturday matinee was fairly 
good. Kauf. 


RKO, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Feb. 25. 
With the budget getting a trim, 
vaude bill currently is down to five 
acts. Bob and Gale Sherwood with 
their flash band act is the locally 


booked turn. Rest of the stage en- 
tertainment is the usual four-act 
eastern unit consisting of the Var- 
dels, acro team; Yorke and Goldie, 
roughhouse comics; Billy Wells and 
the four Fays, and Emile Boreo. 


Booking of the Sherwood act to 
close this particular bill was a mis- 
take. A number two act really was 
needed. Hoke work of Yorke and 
Goldie in the deuce spot and Billy 
Wells, following, is too much alike. 
Yorke and Goldie had to battle for 
everything they got, with the Wells’ 
act also suffering. 


Sherwoods using the same act 
they have had for years. Only 
change is the family walks down 
the aisle playing instruments for 
the opening. From then on it’s 
their familiar musical and singing 
numbers. The five kids are strong 
on the wind instruments and make 


a good showing along with their 
parents, who still retain much 
showmanship. 


Attendance only fair at the sec- 
ond show Monday night, with 
the feature ‘Girl of the Rio’ (Radio). 
Pathe news completed. Call. 


ACADEMY 


Here’s the Academy of Music, on 
14th street, going in for the m.c. 
idea, with Milton Berle as the head 
man. But where m.c.’s in the other 
big deluxers have acts of merit to 
work with, at this 14th street spot 
the impression seems to be that 
Berle can do it all himself. He 
can’t. Nor could anyone else under 
the circumstances. 


Five acts on the bill, outside of 
Berle, and not one that really lends 
itself to building by a conferencier. 
And the show runs almost two 
hours. To make things tougher, 
Berle walks on before even the first 
act, meaning he’s practically on the 
stage for two solid hours each 
show, four and five a day. If Berle 
isn’t completely worn out when the 
stage show is over, he should be. 
The audience is. 


Cedora, a good thrill specialty, 
opens the show proper with that 
cycling act inside a globe. Crowell 
and Allen, a weak boy-and-girl act, 
follow, with the Lee Gail ensemble 
third. 

Six people in this dance act, all 
fairly capable, but the act lacks 
lustre and taste. Possibly it’s the 
empty stage that is annoying. This 
flaw could be corrected by a piano 
player or better scenic backgrounds. 

Al. K. Hall, still doing that bur- 
lesque act he’s been doing for years, 
is next to closing and leads into 
Berle’s specialty, with the Alton 
Roundup closing. 


Alton Roundup consists of a dozen 
girls in usual line routines. Gen- 
erally a couple of specialty workers 
with them, who don’t appear here, so 





3erle works in front of the line and 
is the only thing that saves it from 
looking completely blah; but why 
not string the two girls numbers 
through the show, since that’s all it 
amounts to? 

Berle is a clever youngster 
can easily handle himself. They 
liked him when he was on alone, 
but his headache here was finding 
someone on the layout to work with. 
Hall did a little piece of business 
with him and he called on Bubbles 
Crowell, from the deuce spot, for a 
couple of numbers. That finished 
it, no blackouts or skits. 

What probably happened was that 


and 


the booker figured on Berle alone, 
and filled the rest of the bill with 
whatever came along. Kawuf. 


ORPHEUM 


Denver, Feb. 24. 

The RKO vaude offering for the 
second week of this new house was 
better than the first and held the 
house up to a fine gross. ‘Pop’ Cam- 
eron and his family with their slap- 
stick comedy hold the ace spot, but 
are hard pressed for the honors by 
a couple of the other acts, judging 
from the applause. 

Pop introduces his family one by 
one—two boys and a girl. Girl is the 
decorative member, one of the lads 
the unruly one and the other the 
dude. Femme has good line of chat- 
ter and does some acrobatic dancing, 
the dude does novelty shuffle. 

Ferry Corwey is back with his 
standard act used ina F. & M. unit 
at the Tabor a year or so ago. 
Comes in inside huge femme dummy, 
peeks out of suitcase window and 
walks out of door at rear. Plays 
table of bells and also eight banjos, 
each pitched differently and fastened 
on table. His fancy clown shooting 
not so novel, but musical fence bet- 
ter than ever, 

Ada Brown of ‘Hallelujah’ fame 

pleases local ear drums with her 
blues singing, and crowd demanded 
encores. Robinson and DeWitt with 
Elsa Land and Maurice Delport start 
things with clever dancing and 
agreeable singing. 
Earl Kaye and his orchestra are 
getting into the swing and presented 
effective numbers. Best was with 
seven violins working at same time. 
George Bent played ‘Springtime in 
the Rockies’ on the organ, and got 
the audience singing lustily on some 
of his tunes. 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


(Continued from page 29) 


hoofing and a touch of song pat- 
ter, but the rowdy antics is the 
meat of their act. Smaller boy 
makes good use of a few acrobatic 
stunts. They work fast, are per- 
sonable and got over nicely here. 

Another girl group number fol- 
lowed, this one set before a garden 
drape with one girl singing ‘Danc- 
ing with the Daffcdils.’ Six girls 
used in the line in crinoline dresses, 
each with a girl behind her hidden 
by the wide hoops The bustles 
were later detached “ith all 12 girls 
going into a routine. A good nov- 
elty number. A femme midget 
made her bow in this bit, taking her 
song cue from the gir] already sing- 
ing and using the same number in 
a Helen Kane manner. She fol- 
lowed this with a short hoofing bit. 

George Dewey Washington, col- 
ored baritone, made an individual 
hit. Washington is an experienced 
singer with a powerful pair of 
pipes, proved by the fact that his 
voice carried practically as well as 
Jarrett’s, amplified. Washington 
did two numbers, both appropriate 
for a Negro singer, and closed with 
a song chosen by the audience. This 
was ‘Chloe.’ 


A novelty group number, in which 
the girls covered with a luminous 
substance and working on a dark- 
ened stage, assumed various forma- 
tions against the backdrop, closed. 
This number is evidently performed 
on a lattice drop or aerial ballet 
mechanism unseen on the dark 
stage, as the girls’ figures are high 
in the air one minute and close to 
the stage the next. 

Capacity audiences for the first 
show Saturday. ‘She Wanted a Mil- 
lionaire’ (Fox) feature. 





CHICAGO 


Chicago, Feb. 26. 

For no obvious reason, this stage 
show was switched from the Ori- 
ental, and the Gable-Davies film, 
‘Polly of the Circus,’ originally set 
for the big house, moved to the 
smaller one. Where’s the percent- 
age? Oriental, known as a special 
attraction house. could have used 
Lilyan Tashman this week, leaving 
the Davies picture and the attend- 
ing Hearst publicity to the Chicago. 
With the Orientai going Loew units 
in three weeks, the general idea was 
probably what's the diff? 


Usual opening show discrepancies. 
Stage waits, stalling, wrong cueing, 
etc. That’s to be expected where 
stage units open cold with little or 
no rehearsal. This thought has been 
mulled over time and again, but no 
practical solution could be found. 
Fault is circumstantial and not at- 
tributable to a production oversight. 
It’s practically impossible to get 
100% out of a show built for one 





———— 


house and on a week-to-week basis, 
Plenty of headaches trying to set 
talent from a limited local area such 
as this town has come to be nowe 
adays. Often the show isn’t set un. 
til the last minute. 


Considering all these handicaps, 
the B&K production department has 
come through creditably, working 
on the small margin it does. This 
show for example stands off squarely 
as solid entertainment, around 
which Will Harris did a nifty job, 
After handling every type and sort 


of stage presentation for B&K for 


almost 10 years, Harris is endowed 
with many production ideas, angles, 
and twists that are of value to a 


theatre. 

Specialty show is what 
is, with no particular continuity 
bobbing in or out. Much better the 
way it’s presented, with the Ainsley 
Lambert ballet attractively spotted 
in group and ensemble numbers, 
For a change the girls don't appear 
in front of the curtain to blah-blah 
the introduction, leaving the open- 
ing to Mary Lee, a versatile young 
dancer, and Raynor Lehr, who do a 
not novel but still sightly doll rou- 
tine. Girls back the number up with 
a military drum formation, while 
rattling heavily on the drums. For 
a finish Miss Lee does a fly through 
a paper hoop for a neat 
cilalty. 

Of particular interest is this Raye« 
nor Lehr chap. He was at the Ori- 
ental a few weeks ago, marking his 
first appearance around town. Lehr 
is by no means a novice on the plat- 
form, his sense of stage value being 
keen. He can sing, dance, clown 
and everything that goes with it. 
Only error in his appearance in this 
show was that it was too close a 
repeat from the Oriental, with his 
routines not disguised enough. With 
Lehr is a young colored hoofer. On 
this particular show he was super- 
fluous, 


this frolic 


acro spe- 


Good musical and vocal smack is 


the piano-singing duo of Iomay 
Bailey and Lee Sims. This pair 
hasn't been seen around for some 
time since going radio over NBC 


locally. Miss Bailey at one time was 


a standby prima in picture houses 
and cafes, but her improvement in 
doubling up with Sims’ cyclonie 


piano tearing is marked. Common 
to all radio singers is that crooning, 
modulated vocalizing acquired 


through mike consciousness. Miss 
Bailey is no different and should 
remedy that slight flaw, especially 


since her stage days are not so far 
behind. Sims’ hot and _ colorful 
pianolog put him in the front row 
of such entertainers. 

Bringing up the rear, Miss Tash- 
man’s skit evolved nicely, with Sid 
Silver supplying the gags from the 
organ perch. Location means noth- 
ing to Silver; a box or an organ is 
all the some to him, as long as he 
can get laughs, which in this in- 
stance he does. In the east Miss 
Tashman had Bing Crosby to work 
with on stage, while here it was up 
to Lehr to fill in, and a tough spot, 
too. Having played up the ‘beste 
dressed-woman’ angle, it appears 
that Miss Tashman is not making 
enough changes. Way her act is 
routined, calling for a lot of talk, 
she can just as well be making a 
couple of more changes while chate 
ting. After all, the femme angle is 
in the clothes. 


Finale is rather abrupt, climaxing 
with Miss Tashman’s exit. Usual 
chorus finale is absent, leaving a 
sharply unexpected blowoff. Prob- 
ably this has been corrected by now. 

Running time for the show about 
57 minutes that first frolic (Friday). 
H. Leopold Spitalny’s regular week- 
ly orchestral feature preceded, with 
Stuart Barrie’s organlog following. 
Newsreels spotted in between. 

Main floor holdout before and 
after the show, with the balcony 
half filled indicated a good start. 

Span. 


STANLEY 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 26. 

Horace Heidt getting to be a free 
quent visitor at this spot, but the 
manner in which this afternoon's 
mob took to his stuff indicated he’s 
still welcome. Quiet California 
band leader has a way with him 
and projects himself only when it’s 
necessary, leaving his boys grab off 
as much of the spotlight as he does. 

Stanley has surrounded Heidt 
with regulation presentation frills, 
giving him a 16-girl chorus, Dick 
Powell, house’s regular m. c., and 
Nancy Kelly, personality miss who 
works with Powell. In addition, 
Heidt has added Pansy, the Horse, 
and a dancer to his act this season 
and still has his police dog for a 
spot in one. As a result, his turn 
here this week runs too long. 


Heidt’s act, when left to its own 
resources, is tried and true, runs 
rapidly and is over before you have 
a chance to realize it. Build up okay 
when a stage band turn needs 
strengthening, but Heidt doesn’t 
need it. Too many ‘in-ones’ slow 
down the proceedings and speed, 
after all, is Heidt’s stock in trade. 

Presentation of band proper 1s 
divided into two sections, with prin- 
cipal sock coming in final session. 
First part could stand a _ better 
build-up. Chorus opens in one in 4 
well-lighted and well-executed rou- 
tine, full stage a minute later re- 
vealing the Heidt outfit which clicks 








(Continued on page 62) 
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RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 177 
(Week Mar. 5), Spokane, Wash. 


RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 82 
(Week Feb. 27) Dayton, Ohio 





THE ORANTOS 
“Heads Up” 
World’s-Only-Double-Perch-Act 
(Direction of Jack Weiner) 


MARTHA MORTON 


The Darling of the 4 Mortons 


and EDDIE PARKS 


The Slick Soap Salesman 
(Direction of Thos. J. Fitzpatrick) 


An Artistic Idea From Paris 


“LIVING JEWELRY” 


with HOOVER and CAMP 
Evelyn Singer and 
Staniey Simmons 

(Direction of Chas, Morrison) 


DON — 
ZELAYA 


The Philosophical Pianist 


(Direction of Weber-Simon) 














GLORY E. LEE 
and HARRIS TWINS 


TWO JACKS AND A QUEEN OF PEP 
(Direction of Sam Shannon) 


Vic OLIVER 


Europe's Gift to America 
with MARGOT CRANGLE 
(Direction of Phil Offin) 


CASS, MACK and OWEN 
“On the Up and Up” 


(Direction of Sam Tishman) 


NAN 
HALPERIN 


Tells You About Women Here, 
There and Everywhere 


(Direction of Jack Weiner) 











COMPLAINS ON ADS 


Detroit Biz Bureau Hears Kick 
On ‘Girl Crazy’ Exaggeration 








Detroit, Feb. 29. 


Complaints reached the Better 
Business Bureau regarding the ad- 
vertising used here on ‘Girl Crazy’ 
presented at the Michigan theatre 
by Publix. While there have been 
complaints from time to time about 
various shows, this is the first in- 
stance of their reaching the B.B.B. 
on a charges of fraudulent adver- 
tising. 


Opening day ad stated that the 
show was direct from $4.40 and 51 
weeks in N. Y. and Chi. It also 
said that there were 92 people in 
the cast. It was admitted that the 
cast only numbered 560, 














RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 726 
__ (Week Feb. 26) )_ Spokane, Wash. 


VERNON RATHBURN 


“The Prince of Rhythm” 
AND HIS SAX-O-TETTE 
(Dir. Harry Ward—Max_ Gordon) _ 








EDITH BOW 


With Her “MAN TROUBLE” 


Songs by Jean Paurel 
(Direction of Lee Stewart) 


THE ELECTRIC. TRIO 


-Wes and Lisa Adams 
Bernice Mershon 





(Direction of Harry Fitzgerald) 


DOCTOR 


ROCKWELL 


QUACK-QUACK-QUACK 


Fitzgerald) 





(Direction of Harry 


RKO VAUDEVILLE 
(Week Mar. 5), 
Zongland’s ; Pep 


ANN ROTH Representative 
JOY FINLEY Revelation 


In Rhythm 
Dance 


pane, MARY DUNCKLEY 
WALTER (Mouse) POWELL 


Benny’s Bad Boy and 


“REG” PEPPER 


The Cayenne Comedian 


INTACT 81 
Milwauke, Wis. 


a 











The Three Playboys 
DENNY LYNCH 
MYRL ALDERMAN 
RAY EHRHART 


The Ultimate in Harmony 
BENNY 


and His Famous Orchestra 


Personal Mgr. George Wood 
Bill McCaffery-Leo Fitzgerald) 





(Dir. 


RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 87 
(Week Mar. 5), Syracuse, New York 





The Dark Cloud of Joy 


BILL 
ROBINSON 


“HOT FROM HARLEM” 


WITH 
JOHN MASON 
PUTNEY DANDRIDGE 

MYRA JOHNSON 
NAOMI PRICE 
FERDIE LEWIS 

JEL! SMITH 
JACKIE YOUNG 


and 


“THE BROWN BUDDIES” 
Chorus of Eighteen 
(Direction of Marty Forkins) 











RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 175 
(Week Mar. 5), Seattle, Wash. 


RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 80 
(Week Mar. 5), Minneapolis 





HAZEL MANGEAN’S GIRLS 


with ADELITA TATALI 
4 SPEEDS—AND NO BRAKES 
(Dir. of John Hickey-Jack Curtis) 


HOWARD --FINE--HOWARD 


“THE THREE LOST SOLES” 


with 
JACK WALSH 
(Direction of Blondell & Mack) 


THE DECEITFUL ENTERTAINER 


FRED KEATING 


In Spite of 


“The Great Alexander” 


(Dir. Chas. H. Allen—M. S. Bentham) 











EBONY FOLLIES 


“A Musical Comedy Romance 
from Alabam’” 
(Direction of Harry A. Romm) 


WILL and GLADYS AHERN 


with Brother Den 
“Arizona’s Fun Spinners” 


(Direction of Milton Lewis) 








Vaudeville’s Popular 
HEALY and CROSS 


“The Stage Salesmen of Songs” 
(Direction of Charles H. Allen) 





ADELAIDE 
HALL 


‘The Crooning Blackbird’ 


Personal Mgt. Nicholas Gyory 
(Direction of Weber-Simon) 








ARTHUR a= MORTON 
HAVEL 


in 
“Hot Water”—By H. C. Greene 
With Helen Lockhart, Denise Dooley 
and Bud Williamson 
(Dir. Jess Freeman—Chas. Morrison) 


RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 86 
(Week Mar. 5), Rochester, New York 


‘PORCELAIN ROMANCE”’ 
Ganjou Brothers and Louise Gay 
(Direction: Chas, Morrison) 


Boy with the Balancing Complex 


BOB RIPA 


Denmark's Juggling Genius 
(Direction: Jenle Jacobs) 


FRANK EDDIE 


HURST and VOGT 











y 
(Direction: CHas. H. Allen) 


DIAMOND BROS. 


HUGIIE—TOM—HAROLD 
“Nevertheless Gontlemen” 
(Direction: Chas. Morrison) 














RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 74 
(Week Mar. 5), Tacoma, Wash. 


RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 179 
(Week Mar. 5), St. Paul, Minn. 





BOB STICKNEY 
With LILLIAN AYLIN 
in “UP A TREE” 
(Direction of Harry Fitzgerald) 


THE AVALONS 
A Thrill a Second 
(Dir. of Billy Jackson & Jeff Davis) 





MAKER and REDFORD 
“The Ear Bender’’ 


(Direction of Jack Curtis) 





THE WORLD FAMOUS 


SINGER’S 
MIDGETS 
OF 1932 


(Direction of Weeden-Schultz) 


HAL NIEMAN 


“The Vagabond Rover” 
(Dir. of John Hickey-Jack Curtis) 


DONATELLA BROTHERS 


and CARMEN 





in 
“Wait and See” 
(Dir. of Jeff Davis & Billy Jackson) 


CLARA BARRY 
ORVAL WHITLEGE 


“He Doeew’t Know the Music and 
She Doesn't Know the Words” 


(Dir. of Thomas J. Fitzpatrick) 





RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 84 
(Week Mar. 5), Palace, Cleveland 


The Mirth Provokers 
ef a Nation! 


OLS EN 


JOHNSON 


and Their 
“ATROCITIES OF 1932” 


22 Nuts of Ail Kinds 
All With One Idea and One Purpose 
— To Make You Laugh— 


BATA and BESSIE KAPPLE 


“Two Beautiful Dancing Singers’ 
The Bight Miss-takes 
“Nestling in a Bouquet of Idiots” 
With Moore and Shy, Geo. Moore, 
Joe Perry, Sidney Gibson, Gibson, 
Gibson, Gibson, Gibson and Gibson 
Also “Speedy’’ Paterson 
And Sundry Nuts—too 
Numerous to Mention!! 











RKO VAUDEVILLE ItNTACT 73 
(Week Mar. 5), Portland, Ore. 


FORTUNELLO and CIRILLINO 
“The Happy Hooligans” 


(Direction of Weber-Simon) 


HOPE VERNON 


“Singer of Romance” 
(Direction of Jack Weiner) 


Meet 
MARTY MAY 


Friend cf Thousands, Annoyed by 


Jean Carroll 
(Direction of Chas, Morrison) 


ANATOLE FRIEDLAND’S 


“SHOW BOAT” 


with 
Marty May 
Jean Carroll and a supporting cast, 
composed of a shipload of Anatole’s 
Beautiful f&allorettes 
(Direction of Chas. 














Morrison) 











RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 
(Week Feb. 27) St. Paul, Minn. 


CHAPPELLE - CARLTON 
“On the Stairway” 
(Direction of Marty Forkins) 


KRUGEL— ROBLES 


in 
‘DRUNK AGAIN’ 
(Direction of O. L. Oz—Morris & Or) 


DON RUIZ and BONITA 


The South American Dancers 


With Sultana and Vivera 
Marte Patri—At the Piano 


(Direction of Harry A. Romm) 


FRANK 
LIBUSE 


The Colonel of American Nuts 
with Myrtie Lansing 
(Personal Megr., Jesse H. Martin) 


78 




















RKO he ae et a INTACT 83 
(Ww Mar. 5), Dayton, Ohie 


ROSETTE and LUTTMAN 


In “Dance Stories” 
With GRACE & BEATRICE WYLIE 
(Dir. of Max Tishman, Plunkett office) 


DE VITO 
and DENNY 


with 
DOT STEVENS 
in “Lady Harrower's Reception” 
(Direction of Chas. Wilshin) 


LITA GREY 
CHAPLIN 


“The Charming Chantress” 


Personal Mgt. Nicholas Gyory 




















(Booked by Weber-Simon) 








Jeff, Franklin, ~ 
Royal, N. Y., to 


Go Straight Pets. 


RKO'’s Jefferson, Franklin and 
Royal theatres in New York, all 
vaudeville houses for many years, 
will change to straight pictures 
March 12. RKO expects the new 
policy and greater economy will 
show a profit, whereas with vaude- 
ville the New York trio have been 
losers of late. 

The Jeff on 14th street is reported 
to have been in the red for around 
$4,000 a week for the past couple of 
months, while losses at the Franklin 
and Royal average between $2,000 
and $3,000 weekly. 

Further loss of playing time will 
be suffered by the RKO vaudeville 
book when Spokane, a three-day 
stand on the intact route, drops 
vaudeville on March 17. Sioux City 
and Des Moines, former an RKO 
first half date and latter a Publix 
split week, but RKO-booked, go 
from four to three acts March 5 and 
12, respectively. 

Spokane’s drop-out trims the in- 
tact route to 21 weeks. 











Chorine Glamor 
Fades on Coast; 
F&M Feels Pinch 


Hollywood, Feb. 29. 

Shortage of girls for chorus work 
is felt by Fanchon & Marco, which 
is running ads in the classified sec- 
tions of several dailies and prepar- 
ing to insert them in nearby small 
town rags to get prospective line 
talent. 

Constant drain on local sources 
for dancers during F & M’s years 
in the business has about dried 
them up, resulting in a real pinch 
for girls who can do the stuff de- 
manded in the circuit’s choruses. 

Streams of newcomers who used 
to come here seeking picture work 
has stopped to a great extent. Many 
of these girls had dance training 
and, failing to get a film job, would 
fall back on an F & M berth. Pub- 
licity sent east by the Chamber of 
Commerce and Hollywood organiza- 
tions detailing how tough the studio 
situation is here for outsiders has 
kept these girls from leaving the 
home fireside. 


800 Girls Working 


Increase in number of F & M 
units, each demanding 16 girls per 
week, has further crimped the local 
femme market. Circuit uses about 
800 girls constantly in its lines. Of 
girls finishing the tour, there is a 
drop-off of around 35%. 

To help collect new sets of gams, 
F & M wiil run classes to train 
those who lack sufficient season- 
ing. Alice Goodwin, Fanchon’s 
assistant, will instruct. . There will 
be no charge, and no pay until 
girls get placed. 








Ed Lowe’s $25,000 


Five weeks of Fox picture houses, 
starting in about two weeks, will be 
played by Edmund Lowe at $5,000 
per. Lyons & Lyons booked. 

Lowe’s theatre dates commence 
upon completion of his talker work 
at Paramount’s Long Island studio. 
He’s working in ‘Sensation’ (Par). 





Linder Picks Up 2 
Embassy, Portchester, N. Y., 
which recently returned to a comb. 
policy, is shifting from the Dows 
to Jack Linder Friday (4). Plays 
five acts on a split week. 

Linder has also icquired book- 
in. of the Melrose, Bronx, for five 
acts on three day weekends. 

RKO INTACTS——— 
Are Taking Advantage of Our 
SPECIAL OFFER 
ORIGINAL PHOTOGRAPHS 
With Boxr-Ufficeand Publicity Appeal 
Size 


200 8x10 $50-°° 


Glossy or Dull Finish 


va 


212 West 48th St. 
NEW YORK 
CHickering 4-3960 
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An Open Letter To 


Messrs: 


J, Hl, LUBIN 


MARVIN 
SUHENCK 


SIUNEY 
PIERMONT 


clo Loew Booking Office 


NEW YORK CITY 


GENTLEMEN : 


Permit me, please, to here- 
by offer my profoundest and 
sincere gratitude for your con- 
fidence in my ability to enter- 
tain in your most important 
theatre, Loew’s State, N. Y., in 
the most critical spot on the 
program. 

I hope I have lived up to 
the belief you had in me by 
booking the act .on the 
strength of past performances, 
even before seeing my new 
material. 

Sincerely, 


EDWARD J. LAMBERT 


A Few Press Notices 





“Variety,” Feb. 23, at State, New 
York 

Eddie Lambert (New Acts) has 
reverted to the classy billing of 
Edward J. Lambert. That he did 
so well in 26 minutes despite much 
superfluous material spoke highly 
of the natural talent the act pos- 
sesses, It’s a sweet next-to-closer,. 





—_———_—_—— 
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NEW ACT NOTICE 
“VARIETY” 


EDWARD J. LAMBERT (1) 
Comedy 
26 Mins.; One and Two (Spetial) 
State 


Back from the Coast and mak- 
ing an eastern vaudeville return, 
Eddie Lambert has appended a 
special song and situation to his 
pianolog opening, with the satiri- 
cal recitations now out. It should 
work itself into a sock comedy 
act. 

The special is a gag gigolo song 
and «dialog sequence whose Parisian 
drop takes Lambert from ‘one’ to 
‘two.’ He changes to a comical 
apache costume, but retains the 
big shoes. 

Lambert’s exaggerated dialect 
around and about the piano, and 
one boisterous piano bit in par- 
ticular, combine to sell the turn 
early. 

Running time is the only flaw 
and a simple one to correct. With 
that done, Lambert should have 
no trouble. The tall, blonde sup- 
port girl, working in the last 
number only, looks and performs 
satisfactorily. BIGE, 














THE BILLBOARD 

At State, New York 
Edward J. Lambert went even 
bigger than House, this crowd 
taking to his dialectic monolog, 
hoke piano work and ‘cut-rate 
gigolo’ bit like a duck to water. 


Loew’s Orpheum, New York 

Edward J. Lambert panicked the 
crowd, This hoke pianist is a 
funny man from the tips of his 
big shoes to his bald head. After 
13 minutes of his dialectic lone- 
some on the stage he does the 
‘Cut-Rate Gigolo’ bit with a blonde 
looker. 











Personal Direction 


AL. GROSSMAN 
For the Past 12 Years 
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PLATE PASSING 
FOR N.V. A. 
AGAIN 


the major circuits | 


participating 


It looks like 
and any independents 
will have to pass the plate again for 
a week this spring, due to inability 
of the NVA Fund members to find 
a substitute means of raising the 
money. Because feeling against 
audience collections through charity 
appeal has become practically 
unanimous lately, it was expected 
the plate system would be out this 
year. 

The only other alternate plan re- 
ported under consideration is the 
addition of a 5c. tax on all variety 
and picture theatre tickets for an 
entire week, but this is said to be 
lacking sufficient support for adop- 
tion. 

The NVA Fund executive commit 
tee comprising Sam Dembow of 
Par-Publix, Major Leslie Thompson 
of RKO and Edward Lee of the 
V.M.A., met Saturday (27) without 
formulating complete plans and is 
expected to meet again this week. 
Yesterday (Monday) the committee 
got in touch with Pat Casey, who 
is on the Coast, and submitted its 
findings for the reported purpose of 
getting Casey's reaction. 

Too Late for Film 

Only a few weeks remain for ad- 
vance work and the actual drive 
week. This will preclude chances 
for production of a commer ial talk- 
ing short of the type that provided 
a large share of the NVA drive col- 
Jections last year. 

Under present conditions it is felt 
that the NVA will be fortunate in 
collecting $100,000 this year through 
plate passing atone. As at least 
$300,000 is needed for maintenance 
of the New York social and Saranac 
sanatorium phases of the organiza- 
tion, there may be a large di ficit 
unless another means besides audi- 
ence solicitations is found. 


Green Will Run for 
Presidency of the IATSE 


It is becoming more definite that 
although Richard (Dick) Green has 
not announced his candidacy, he 
will run for the presidency of the 
IATSE. Situation shapes as Green 
being drafted through petitions of 
the locals. 

Green originally started in Chi- 
eago as a business agent of the 
organization. He has been a vice- 
president of this union group and 
also secretary and treasurer. 

The IATSE convention is to be 
held June 6, in Columbus, O. There 
are 800 delegates, the organization 
also including the moving picture 
operators. 


TELLING HOW 


F. & M. Asks Employees for Hints 
On Operation—But No Actors 








Los Angeles, Feb. 29. 
All employees of Fanchon & 
Marco will be given an opportunity 
to suggest ideas for company ope- 
ration under a new weekly confab 
system established by Fanchon. 
First meeting was held last week. 
Lowest salaried help can get the 
floor but performing talent isn’t in- 
cluded. 


FOLLY RESUMES ACTS 


Folly, indie Brooklyn house, re- 
turned to vaudeville Thursday (25) 
With five act bills booked through 
the Morris office. Shows will split 
thrice wekly. 

Al Friend goes in with the policy 
@S vaude mgr. and exploiter, in ad- 
dition to a regular house manager. 


JENIE’S COAST TRIP 


Jenie Jacobs has a Coast trip 
Penciled in for this or next week. 

Coast jaunt will be to set a new 
agency rep in Hollywood for the 
Jacobs office. Rebecca and Silton 
agency was the former Pacific 
connection. 








Agnew-White Team 
Thelma White and Bobby Agnew, 
new team, opened Wednesday (24) 
in New York for RKO. 
Miss White, formerly of the 
White Sisters, was more recently 
with Roscoe Alls. Agnew is a 





Holtz Doubling 





Lou Holtz at the Hollywood, 
New York, frequently goes into 
the box office. Answering the 
phone he says: ‘Holtz speak- 
ing.’ 

He shares with 
the profits of the 
vaudeville venture. 


Warners in 
Hollywood 














former silent picture actor. 


B’KLYN INDIE STAND 
USING NAMES ON % 


Savoy, indie 


names 


srooklyn, vaude 
going big with 
Harry Green heading a five-act bill 


house, is 


this week on a 50% of the gross 
basis. Sophie Tucker may be the 
next attraction. 


Current bill, besides Green, holds 
Andy Rice, Jr.-Peggy Hope, Roscoe 
Ails, 5 Salters and Ora. 

New policy is twice daily. It was 
three-a-day when under Fox opera- 
tion. 


Agents Want Benefit 
Cleanup Too, Chiseling 





Benefit 


ing the straight-laced agents. Latter 


angle is also now worry- 


those who 
paying the 
supposition 


are complaining against 
are pocketing without 
acts who work on the 
there’s no pay. 

The up-and-up agents claim the 
chiselers are gathering plenty 
through taking whatever is offered 
by those running a benefit and then 
securing the talent gratis. 

Vaude booking offices 
investigating all benefit 
also the radio chains 


are now 
angles, 
which 
have banded against these requests. 


as 


Spars with Vaude 


Chicago, Feb. 29. 
Earl Mastro, contender for the 
featherweight boxing crown, has 
thrown away his gloves and put on 
dancing shoes for «. vaude career. 
Embarking on the vaude fling 
with the boxer is his wife, formerly 
in show business. They're break- 
ing in the act around Springfield, 
O., home of Mrs. Mastro. 
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Portland’s Blind Local 
Psychic Given Route 


Portland, Ore., Feb. 29. 

Local psychic discovery, Blind 
Ann Snyder played the Fox Rialto 
on her first show engagement. The 
blind psychic is fairly well known 
local future-gazer and never before 
been associated with show biz. 

Rialto is downtown house show- 
ing second runs. Blind psychic 
pulled a bigger second week and 
will play other northwest houses to 
follow. 





Beacon’s Psychic 


Robert Niles, psychic, opens a two 
weeks’ engagement at the Beacon, 
New York, March 4. Niles will be 
the only stage attraction beside the 
Paul Tremaine band. 

Booking is Niles’ first show date. 
Heretofore he has lectured. Booked 
through ‘Taps.’ 





KLEIN GOING FILM 


Arthur Klein, agent, goes to the 


Coast in April to delve into the 
agency field there. 
Besides its being Klein’s debut 


on the western end in connection 
with pictures, it will also be his 
first glance at the Pacific. 





DROP FIRST HALVES 


Two Warner booked houses 
dropped vaudeville on their first 
halves this week. Houses are the 
Warner, Erie, Pa., and the Stanley, 
Utica, N. ¥. Both theatres had 
Sunday openings. 

Theatres operate on a five-act 
policy and will continue to play the 
turns on the last half. 





Twins for Minnevitch 
Pittsburgh, Feb. 29. 
After kicking around here for 
years at private entertainments, 
night clubs and amateur shows, the 
16-year-old Magidson twins go with 
Borrah Minnevitch’s act. They’re 
touring with him now for RKO. 
Kids are cousins of Herb Magid- 
son, the songwriter, 








HARRY GREEN FOR LONDON 


Will 





RKO Booking Changes Spot Beck 
As Head, Godfrey on N. Y. Houses: 


Play Vaude and Attend to 
Film Deal While There 


Harry Green closes at the Savoy, 
Brooklyn, March 4 and catches the 




















‘Berengaria’ the same night for 
London to play the Palladium ed ° 
anders ay Revive the 
Trip is in combination © with ro lic 10n ep 
Green's deal for his own indie pic- 
ture producing company. He plans + i. = 7 
to set his British distribution at] 
the same time. | Comedy-Drunk The new setup in the RKO book- 
Green has ‘The Shyster,’ staze| ing office, with executives, bookers, 
play, which he will do for films. Los Angeles, Feb. 29 ee, ee See en See ae 
peas ae 4 4 4 ies, I, BaVe lows: 
iD cené rg its ~ ; 
Dancehall band in it in Martin Beck, director of vaude- 
| itial stage appearance was ville 
| r j if 1 dat} 91 > »s ‘ . : . . 
tryl gs it for vaude team at Charlie Freeman, booking office 
a small town theatre. At the general manager. 
end of each number the boys George Godfrey (booker)— The 
went into a series of clowning atres: Palace Albee Cettaciial 
gags that completely drowned Fordham, 86th St., Flushing and 
3 any chance for applause. Newark 
The frantic agent rushed Arthur Willi (booker) — Intact 
backstage and stage whispered Route: Kenmore and Madison, 
to the leader: ‘Hey quit that gr ‘lyn: Syracus 3 
In its second week, Warner's clowning after ssuutbania It’s peach neem ' ree >on ae 
; eisatg — : lov a a. evelanc Sth St.); Dayton, Mil- 
sade bh ar gad Lou killing your applause.’ | waukee Minneapolis St Paul 
z ) ) 2 « 2r 3S “WY : : y re ; ; 
oe aod fet peta ie Meanea dae Nuts to the applause,’ came Seattle, Tacoma, Portland, Ore. San 
oe at : aaa I die io or back the jubilant director, ‘we Francisco Los Angele. Omaha 
> oO 2 . ‘ . ov > sir - ‘ : : i e : ‘ 
; . — ASHING ONS irth want to go over big.’ Denver, Kansas City, Dallas, Lit le 
| day, opening day of the opening Rocl N . Orl wv Ege 
ay ‘ x I Wy ? > S f ‘ 
bill’s second week, helped fill out 311 ajo ‘alsa T i 
the gross. About $6,500 was drawn SCHWAB MANDEL SHOWS rig tne ge ig se 
ut a Pisinttinen +? e%in va eee Weer ig 
that day, sufficient to cover an Se eee {cies 


cago (Palace), Youngstown, Akron, 


average decline of around $300 daily ; ‘in 
Buffalo, Toronto, Boston, Baltimore. 


the rest of the week. 


AS TABS IN FILM HOUSES 


Warners now expects the same Harry Kalcheim (booker) Hip- 
show ft sé inte . othe cae) ae ae ‘ podrome, New York; Providence 
show wt stick for six weeks and Tabloid rights to Schwab and] Trenton Washington Philadelphia 
isn't setting anything to follow yet, | Mandel’s ‘Follow Thru’ and ‘New (Earle), Albany Troy. Sch one tady 

el » 4 any, y, scne ctady, 


although tuth Etting and Cab 
Calloway’s band probably will sup- 
port Holtz on his second bill. 

Current Fay and Stanwyck-head- 
lined bill at the RKO Palace is for 
two weeks, with exception of Irene 
Bordoni, who will be replaced next 
week, when she goes to the Albee, | script for the short version, 
Brooklyn, started last week. 

Jack Haley and Benny Rubin have fan 


Moon’ have been sold to Joseph De- 
Milt and Gregory Ratoff. ‘Thru’ will 
be done first for the picture houses 
along the same lines as ‘Girl Crazy,’ 
which DeMilt and Ratoff also han- 
dled. 

Frank Mandell 


Paterson. 

Willie Berger (booker) Ft. 
Wayne, Grand Rapids, South Bend, 
Detroit (Hollywood), Madison, Sioux 
City, Des Moines, Cedar tapids, 
Davenport, Lincoln, Nashville, Ine 
dianapolis. 

Jack Dempsey (booker) —Chester, 
New York; Yonkers, tutherford, 
Southampton, Clarksburg, Charles- 


is preparing the 


Casting 





ironed out their differences with 2 tom Se field 
RKO and probably will be on the | 6 il ’ W ? T b f ner Seow ecercaper 
next bill, opening March 12. Another Qui t on t a or Assistants to the bookers and® 


execs are Chester Stratton (Beck), 


possible entry in that line-up is the ‘ 
Ray Hedgdon (Freeman), Dolf Lef- 


Paul Whiteman band. George God- 


Coast RKO Orpheums 


frey, the new Palace booker, took fler (Godfrey), Frank Sullivan and 
up his duties yesterday (Monday) George Oberlander (Willi), Dan 
Los Angeles, Feb. 29. Freundlich (Howard), Tommy 


and will be responsible for the next 
show. 


DOT MACKAILL’S $4,000 


RKO and Publix— 


Reilly and Willie Kane (Kalcheim), 
Ernie Morton (Berger), Mike Dunn 
(Dempsey). 
Partitions Go 
They started tearing down the 
partitions Wednesday (24) and by 


Tentative dea] for the tab version 
of ‘Crazy Quilt’ to play the RKO 
Orpheums (pictures) here and San 
Francisco never got to first base. 

Nut on ‘Quilt’ would make it 
almost impossible to show a profit 





Doing Act for 


i i r : 
Five Boys in Support at the Orphs and, at that, only if | that evening the sixth floor was just 
the é aye shows j ¢ 73 3 J 
Hollywood, Feb. 29. me company played four shows | a flock of wide open spaces where 
d J daily, with the revue’s principals | partitioned booking coops had stood 
Dorothy Mackaill will open a we? " a na : : : 
; : ee Tt si 3) t the balking at that schedule. Show | before. Coming out in the open 
beer - -— ay y ~ Ps ¥ goes into the northwest after Sanjafter a long stretch, many of the 
rpncum, na ° aon ag Francisco. bookers and gents were seeing each 


and Detroit for Publix and back to 
RKO for Cincinnati and Cleveland. 

Film girl is working with five 
boys and getting $4,000. Booked by 
Lyons & Lyons. 


Radio Pair’s Option 

RKO has exercised its four weeks 
option on Col. Stoopnagle and Budd, 
CBS comedy team. Team has been 
away from vaudeville for the past 
two weeks. 

RKO is now negotiating with CBS 
to route the pair out of town. Wire 
charges for the broadcast will have 
to be adjusted before they can leave 
New York as the pair are on a com- 
mercial period twice weekly. 


Club Booker Settles 


Chicago, Feb. 29. 
Campbell Marvin, local club 
booker, hauled before the Illinois 
license commissioner on charges of 
the Club Artists’ Protective Ass’n 
last week, paid off all debts due to 





other for the first time in months. 

It was the first bloodless major 
shakeup in the history of the book- 
ing office. There were no casuale 
ties. Everybody who was in re- 
mained in, hence no chance to use 
the usual firemen’s nets on the 47th 
street side of the Palace building. 

Martin Beck’s title, according to 
the official press announcements, is 
‘director of vaudeville’. Beck moves 
into that position from an advisory 
capacity. He took the advisory 
thing about two months ago, be- 
ing concerned at that time chiefly 
with the Palace theatre, New York, 
of which he is one-third owner, and 
the Orpheur circuit theatres, in 
which he is the largest individual 
stockholder, 

Despite the change and reported 
increase in authority, Beck will re- 
ceive no salary. 

According t»% Hiram S. Brown, 
RKO president, Charlie Freeman re- 
mains in executive charge of the 
booking office on a!l booking mat- 


Agency Ruling Stands 


Motion to appeal the decision of 
the Appellate Division of the New 
York Supreme Court that employ- 
ment licenses are not necessary 
between an agent and an act when 
the agent has a managerial con- 
tract, handed down in the case of 
Johnny Hyde (William Morris of- 
fice) against Rosita, was denied by 
the Appellate Division, Saturday 
(27). 

Rosita moved for the appeal on 
the ground that decision overlooked 
certain provisions of law, 

Hy@e ts suing kosrta for $32,000 
for breach of contract. He is rep- 
resented by Julius Kendler,. 


Publix Will Try Stage 
Fare in Lynchburg 


Lynchburg, Va., Feb. 29. 











CAPA performers. ters 
Money was owed for dates worked Stage shows will get a try at the ri Production Dept. Again 
.) j Paramount here for the first time . 
for the Campbell office. - Among ideas reported advanced 


when Ches Davis’ ‘Chicago Follies,’ 
company of 20, plays a week. Date 
not yet announced. 

Same show has beer booked into 
the Paramounts at Charlottesville 
and Newport News, Va. Units have 





by Beck to date is one involving 
re-establishment of a vaudeville 
production department. The plan is 
believed to closely resemble that 
which James Turner and Roxy sub- 
mitted direct to David Sarnoff for 


PSYCHIC’S RKO DATES 


Los Angeles, Feb. 29. 
Gene Dennis, psychic who played 
three weeks at Warners’ Hollywood 
and one week at the Downtown 








opens at the Golden Gate, San|Mever been tried at the Paramount | anproval some time ago and which 
Francisco, for RKO March 4 with here, but Publix has been putting | the RCA head summarily turned 
the Orpheum, Oakland, to follow. on occasional wild west and hill-|qown. Roxy and Turner were at 
Miss Dennis will play the two billy acts at the grind, Academy,|that time understood to have 
weeks on percentage. across the street. named Max Gordon as the logical 
— — RODE Ti dn Mig: head of such a department, if or» 
VAUDEVILLIAN’S PLAY GAMBLE FOR ROUTE (Continued on page 49) 
Tom Swift, formerly of Kelly & tiley and Comfort turned down -— —___--_--_—— 
Swift, vaude team, has co-authored | $999 a week at the Roxy, New York, 
a play Rosalie Stewart is consider- to open tomorrow (1) at the Ford- PITMAN ALONE 
ham with a 16-week vaude tour for Richard Pitman, agent, is not 


ing for production. Earl Simmons 

is the other half of the authorship. 

No title selected for the piece. 
Story deals with Broadway. 


joining the M. 8S. Bentham office as 

reported. 
Pitman 

agency. 


RKO in view. 
Comfort is 
Comfort, vet 


DROPS JERSEY VAUDE 


After a trial 


the son of Vaughn 


performer. is continuing his own 








Part Time Vaud. 
San Francisco, Feb. 29. 
Plaza 


Tracey’s Added Month 
Arthur Tracey will play a return 


short lived with 








RKO units are out of the vaudeville, Publix has thrown in the 
Sacramento, this week. House goes| sponge at Perth Amboy and Asbury | date at the Capitol, New York, four 
straight films other than adding} Park, N J.. Which return to | weeks hence, 
four acts Saturdays and Sundays straight film. joth are former CBS’ ‘Street Singer’ has been 
One or two unit acts to be used, | Walter teade houses booked | given four more weeks by Loew’s. 
rest of show booked locally by Ellis| through the William Morris office. Loew has also taken an 18 weeks 
Levey of the RKO office. —————___-—_————- option on Tracey. - 
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: DETROIT’S 1 VAUDE SITE |RKQ UNITS ADD NAMES |F&M Producing Eight a 
Only Radio Talent on Stages oa re = | IN 7 WESTERN HOUSES| Midwest Units This Yr. 


Fisher Theatre (Publix), playing 


F 5 Ing f Film H se vaude several months, goes presen- 
aait sioumtag the Loew watts, llywood, Feb. 29. Los An Te 
or 0 i S as circuit assuming the Loew units. Holly p f a 


Opening day will be changed to Policy of adding a name act to Fanchon & Marco will produce F 


Fridays the following week. - the regular four-act eastern unifs ~~ = a ‘aie he eee Ph 
Planned by CBS and F&M With the RKO playing straight! piaying San Francisco, Oakland, | will be produced in Diente, ae 
oer eee te andined Vania and Los Angeles will be tried out] Louis or Detroit. a 
me : | in RKO’s Portland, Seattle, Tacoma Leon Leonidoff is now in St. 






























































here. , ‘ 
: ; ak : "one 1e2 atarting -e} | Louis on the first of the to} 
. é : oa — ra ae ‘Ra ee a : - ’ ’ The Colonial, grind nabe, starts| and Spokane houses starting March : . ! elgnt, 
oe ae Sere ee eee Sone oe gp eiag ac Reeth tel ih ir naegatese « split — eks with three a day this] 11 First act to be booked for the| Fanchon may go to the midwest in 
I ix Z sk : se 1té he St VY é 1e se + fi i | t ad © oun 7 i“ ; e . . . ‘ ny « 1 : 
Bronx ho reeves sag int » tl ta o oe oe . inde mmite lv, W ; h meaile nee te using a line of four houses is the Hilton Sisters, about a month or six weeks to look 
‘ ; ‘ satre are sing ; - he dual acts changing ek- . — ~ ‘ ; acini - : 
first radio tinea re ere Cling formu the ine ivi ua i S CI im 1! wee “A : 1: m. ¢c who will jump to Portland after over the new units and possib] 
lated by Fanchon & Marco, whojly or twice a week. Theatre was | 8irls and an fms ‘losing at tI RKO here stage one or two herself J 
: : K ‘los E e e. ote , . 
will book, and CBS. Park Plaza/formerly vaudfilm on a split week _ - . _—~ 
now has a straight film policy basis M B k Anna May Wong opened at the 
as : a oO ° asis. " . ‘. : oe ae aces 3 ——e 
Plan under consideration is to CBS will work on an expansion Loew ay 00 Golden Gate, San Francisco, on we as we — 

' ' : Saturday (23) with Oakland and|§ 7° BOSE AGNES MARY GARD-PYE 
play radio attractions only on thej|of the hunch, but whether to be . d —_ isan» _ ze: ieee ee believed to be resident in Amer. 
stage, beside the films. A radio|}exclusively with Fanchon & Marco Publix all an the RKO here to follow. Salary is ica: 

} » reek *ossibilitw ‘ . - . — 

band will be featured with about |or with other booking offices, is un- " - ; $1,000 per week. Possibility that she I ay oe cts that a_ Petition 

. o ~ . . i aw > 7 . , a eer yrese e c e dwe 
two air acts supporting. Orchestra | known. CBS states it sees no rea- Units mn b klyn will play the four northern towns/f )" Gouale some “hee a 
P ’ s 9 © > 7 ing re ? - < Sbury 
would broadeast over the CBS net-|son why it can’t line up about 20 after closing here. holden at Great Portland Street, ri 
work twice weekly from the stage /|theatres throughout the country to 9 Rosutine yO agg M. 29, 
5 s : : : -Sez , 
in view of the audience. Only the | operate on this policy, feeding each} furtherance of the agreement be- which the Petitioner prays that "t 
band and its vocalists would take |theatre with the local CBS asso-|tween Loew and Publix for the 3 Ind Sundays Fade mad \¥ Conese that you the said 
i . AS ris ati < ad- eo t alate - ; ose gnes ary Gard-Pye and Ea- 
part. in the actual broadcasts. ciated owe oor Gunire Sread Loew stage units will place the Chicago, Feb. 29. mund Gard-Pye were lawfully. mar- 
All the talent will be strictly from | casting privileges. Loew troupes at the Brooklyn Para- I al ape fate : ried at the Parish Church of St 

aanand. Loew will also possibly in and out vaur le situation aroun George's, Bloomsbury, London, on the M 

—_— — - en ’ a this territory slipped back three 3rd day of August, 1907, and that by 


book all the Publix houses playing 
vaudeville. 





such marriage the Petitioner became J 


notches last week, Dick Bergen, legitimated as from the date of the 
The two firms just recently de- booker, losing as many Sundays in|[ commencement of the Legitimacy 
cided upon an arrangement whereby | Crawfordsville, Bed/ord and Bloom- | Act, 1926 
« e 


. : ie / ade a ween . THE Petition will be heard at the 
® the Loew presentation intacts will | mston. All three towns are in In Bloomsbury County Court aforesaid 
play the Balaban & Katz houses in diana. on Thursday the 7th April, 1932, at 

i Bergen, from his desk in the RKO 10:30 o'clock in the forenoon. 


Chicago and Detroit. 
































i — ; ices has Le nciling Se AND THAT IT HAS BEEN OR- 
Under the new decision Loew]0ffices, has been pent iling ; thea og hinge Boy ne 
would absorb Harry Hollander, of | houses for some time, along with in the said Action on you be effected 
the Publix production staff, leav- those on the former Great States by this advertisement. 
ing is > 3 sole re-|circuit in Illinois, Indiana and Wis- IF you desire to file an answer to 
ing 3oris Petroff as the sole re ‘ r the said Fetition you must within 
maining Publix producer for the} consin. twenty-eight days from the publica- 
New York Paramount. It would tion of this advertisement inclusive 
y iC also mean that the Fanchon & of the day of pubUcation file such 
e a ec ve t es “a oR ; Agency’s Syracuse Branch answer at the County Court Offices, 
Marco units, played by Publix, Grrer ? oF 209 Great Portland Street, London, 
would not come into the New York Syracuse, N. Y., Feb. 29. Ww. 1 
—— . « tninatea , - . A - , 9 IN default f such answer being 
Par as previously anticipated. In Sidne; Rheingceld Theatrical filed, the Court may make such decree 
Brooklyn the F-M troupes have} Agency, of New York, has opened | or Order as to the Court may seem 
been regularly playing the Fox the-/ 4 branch office here with Victor |} J4¥St- his 12th d f Fet 
rate is 12t ay Febru 
atre, A. Royal in charge. wae’ ne 2 Se yereres 






Besides going into Brooklyn for 
Publix the Loew units, produced by 
L. K. Sidney, are scheduled to start 


B. P. BRIDGMAN, 


gency rill . ) develop | 
Agency will attempt to develoy Renistrar. 


the upstate field, booking both | 
theatres and clubs. 





ANNE X 


(Advertisement) 





















iGO WEST 46" ST- at the Ambassador, St. Louis, cana nes enn: oars 
March 25. If Publix vaude is 
BRyant 9-7800 NEW YORK CITY eventually handled by Loew’s it BERT-JONAS-BILLY DIAMOND JIMMY MYRTLE f 







will be from the books of Marvin . . - 
) C tINDENT— | 
Schenck. The William Morris of- npn pong ngsinpir pias CONLIN and GLASS 
fice now handles the vaude bookings S | X £ R A x ® L | N S 
for Publix. Enroute RKO 



































“ FEATURING |} Direction, TOM. J. FITZPATRICK 7 
e IN ARMERNTO | Palace Theatre Bidg., 
e CHICAGO CONTEST UNIT WORLD'S FASTEST ACROBAT New York City d 
GENERAL MANAGER Hollywood, Feb. 29, —— ee seems ; ; ———— 
‘Chic: Forld’s irest’ Ide: 
hicago World’s Fairest’ Idea, SAY FLORENCE 


which Fanchon & Marco built 
around the coming Chi exposition, MILLS AND ROBINSON 
has two acts with people who won 

in “ALL WORK AND NO PLAY” 


MARVIN H. SCHENCK 
























BOOKING MANAGER contests during the newspaper and By Richy Craig, Jr. 
F-M tieup on the unit. ‘ NOW PLAYING FOR RKO 
Carlyle Bennett goes in — Ss Personal Direction Week Feb. 27 RKO Agents 
singer and Lucille and LaVerne NORTH & FLAUM Schenectady and Albany MORRIS & OZ 
have a dancing act. : 

















Follow the Laugh Line to-— 


AL BOASBERG 


Now Under the Exclusive Management of 


PHIL OFFIN. 


1564 BROADWAY, NEW YORK c/o WEBER-SIMON AGENCY—TEL. BRYANT 9-4690 


NO SAMPLES-—BUT PLENTY OF REFERENCES 


JACK BENNY—BEN BERNIE—PHIL BAKER—BURNS and ALLEN—GEO. BEATTY—BLOCK and SULLY—SULLY and HOUGHTON—BOB HOPE—HARRY FOX— 
JOE PENNER—RUSS BROWN and AILEEN SCOTT—DALTON and CRAIG=--MR. HITT and MiSS (HAINES and BECK)—SULLY and THOMAS—RYAN and NOB- 
LETTE “GOING TO TOWN” (HENRY SANTREY INTACT) 























FEATURE PICTURES ’ 
For HAROLD LLOYD—BUSTER KEATON—WHEELER and WOOLSEY 
50 ORIGINAL SCREEN STORIES SINCE 1928 
SHORTS—RADIO—MUSICAL COMEDY—LEGITIMATE 
“JUST YOUNG AND CARELESS” 
IRVING EDWARD S 


15 Minutes Alone—THEN—30 Minutes More as MESSER of CEREMONIES ~ 
With ANATOLE FRIEDLAND’S “20TH CENTURY REVUE” 


RETURN ENGAGEMENT 
LOEW'S STATE, NEW YORK 
Dir.;: Charles Morrison Now (Week Feb. 27) 
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| — oe ae 
Yr, 
i ‘ Phones: BRyant 9- 3468-9 Cable cAddress “‘CURTART” N. Y. 
St 
hin 
ot | C Jack Chas. H. 
; URTIS and ALLEN 
~ Artists “Representatives > 
: PALACE THEATRE BUILDING 
Associates NEW YORK CITY, N. Y. 
MILES INGALLS Pu European “Department 
JOHN HICKEY BERNARD BURKE, General Manager DICK HENRY 


March lst 1932. 


AN OPEN LETTER 





TO THE THEATRICAL PROFESSION: 





Dear Friends: 





We, the undersigned, JACK CURTIS and CHARLES H. ALLEN, 


individually have always given you honest and sinoere repre- 





sentatione 


We feel, with our combined efforts, including our very 
Capable associates, that we are now in a position to EXTEND 
THIS SERVICE to additional artists, and to place them on our 
list with the CREAM OF THE THREATRICAL PROFESSION. 





Respectfully yours, 
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BEST WISHES TO 


JACK CURTIS ™ CHAS. H. ALLEN 


“BEEG SUCCESS” 











LOU GEORGE HARRY 
HOLTZ JESSEL RICHMAN DAVE 
APOLLON 
Two Can “Take It” “This Goes for My Best Wishes to ie ee You A 


Better Than One Eddie Cantor, Too” a Great Combination : 
: of Entertainment 














HENRY SANTREY 


My Sincere Congratulations to CURTIS and ALLEN 
Now Offering Henry Santrey and His 1932’ooters in “Going to Town” with Miss Puff Walton and Cast of 30—Written by Al Boasberg 


TRIXIE FRIGANZA 


with “MY BAG OF TRIxX” 








Mrs. Brown and I Wish You the Best 


RUSS BROWN 








IL with AILEEN COOK 
JOE and PETE oe aL. ©. WALL. 
00-LA-LA ” * 
MICHON HARRY 
and 
Golden Wishes Ww E L S rm E M I L AL K LL J | 
from’ the with HARRY HILLS BOREO - K. HALL, Jr. 
Golden West With His Gang 


























HARRY ROSE was BOSSE 
- “THE BROADWAY JESTER” PAT ROONEY. 3rd 
9 
CHARLIE AHEARN 
AND HIS 9 MILLIONAIRES 
iin 

LOUIS BERKOFF WILL AUBREY | 

AND COMPANY “BARD OF THE BYWAYS” 
ALLEE LITE, ME TOO LEW POLLACK | 
YOUNG CHINA “LET SUCCESS BE YOUR THEME SONG” 





DOUG. LEAVITT GALLA-RINI AND . SISTER 


d ment IITARR Cc, STIMY 


RUTH LOCKWOOD FRED KEATING 


“SATIRES OF 1932” 





“TM DELIGHTED” 
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Goop LUCK TO 


N N JACK CURTIS ™ CHAS. H. ALLEN 


CLAYTON 











9 ) WA L T E R “Oh ch Oh was 7 acid K E iy | 


HUSTON "BERT MURRAY | JACKSON 
. You Are My Boys for Personal LAHR a A R YY D URANTE 


or 


Appearances 7. — is os 
és ee ee BRIAN Will Be With You Soon 














THE NAGGERS 


Mr. and Mrs. JACK NORWORTH 


Are with You on Anything 



























































WITH SINCERE APPRECIATION JOE MARKS 
BENNY DAVIS “THEN THE FUN BEGAN” 
nT 
JOE 
oo EDDIE NORMAN | MORRIS 
| BRUCE MYRON | ._2 
AB aa Sh QO RT ON FLO 
‘ ig- ittle ow" Featured in 
‘ le. ee CAMPBELL 
+ deetiie. thew Gus Edwards nderstudies 6 tie Bens Oem Nena We Are with tae 
HELENE YORKE BRITT WOOD | 
and 
VIRGINIA JOHNSON “THE HARMONICA KING” 
|” BILLIE WELLS 
| .” =DDI =. STAN LEY 
- 4 FAYS 
Representing You at the Palace, New York, This Week (Feb. 27) 
: HARRY ai HAROLD 
J ANS WHALEN 
| HARRY BILLY 
THREE LORDENS ROYE ana MAYE 
BOUNDING FOR Tuy ab wate “ARISTOCRATS OF THE DANCE” 1 
~ “CHEERIO” 
_| ADLER | cHRIS CHARLTON JACK 
- BRADFORD A Magician That’s Different RAN D A LL 
“The Mechanical Age” B | L L T A L E Is | T “You Are a Great Parlay” 
sateen and FLO MERIT | 
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Escudero Makes Schoolgirls of 


School Teachers 


By RUTH MORRIS 
Vincente Escudero, the Gypsy 
dancer upon whom American wom- 
anhood is now pouring the adula- 
tion usually reserved for the Val- 





eniinos, the Calles and the Gables— 


Vincente Escudero, we _ repeat, 


doesn’t know the 


appeal.’ 

Mr. Escudero doesn’t know, be- 
eause his linguistic understanding is 
restricted to Spanish, French and a 
volatile Gypsy patois. The celeb 
who once danced in the streets of 
Spain cannot comprehend languages 
that eliminate the subtle nuances 
ef continental expression. An ex- 
eiteable interpreter reveals that it 
takes 70 words—no more, no less 
—to explain ‘sex appeal’ in Spanish. 
Which only goes to show what a 
‘Variety’ sobbie was up against in 
trying to draw a few well chosen 
Spain’s answer to the 


meaning of ‘sex 


words from 
maiden’s prayer. 

Ignorance of American phrases is 
the only explanation that could ap- 
ply to a chap whose feminine au- 
diences hail him as an s. a. knock- 
eut. They swoon over his recitals. 
They flock backstage to beg for a 
lock of his hair. A symposium of 
audience comment finds him ‘dan- 
gerous —cruel—relentless—fascinat- 
ing—impudent and irresistible.’ He’s 
a ‘panther,’ ‘a snake,’ ‘a thorough- 
bred stallion.’ 

One audience lady describes him 
as ‘a splendid animal,’ and then— 
French being the only medium for 
so daring a thought—‘un animal 
splendide. Another comments on 
the firm muscles that ripple be- 
neath miraculously fitted costumes. 
A primly dressed matron comes out 


ef her shell to contribute, ‘I 
wouldn’t want to meet him on a 
dark night.’ 

Immaculately groomed matrons 


push from their limousines lest they 
be late for an Escudero recital. 
Sedate school teachers become girls 


again, eager, young and giddy. 
Giggling flaps, whose only idea of 
the dance is a college prom, are 


transformed into enraptured fol- 
lowers of terpsichore. Grande dames 
who would not deign to rhapsodise 
ever an ordinary picture star are 
safe in tumbling for an exponent of 
ene of the arts. Escudero, swamped 
With invitations to smart teas and 
veceptions, will provide swank din- 
mer chatter for months to come, 
10-Minute Sessions 


But to return to the dressing 
goom where Mr. Escudero has just 
been asked what he considers the 
secret of his success with American 
women. The interpreter talks for 
10 minutes. Escudero replies for 
10 minutes more. Then they both 
talk at once. 


The answer comes, clearly, calm-. 
ly: ‘He says he doesn’t know. He 
aasn’t time to find out. He gives a 
Yecital, he catches a _ train. He 
doesn’t stay in town long enough.’ 

Always practical, these Spaniards. 

‘C'est dommage,’ says sobbie—po- 
ite, even if it’s in perfectly lousy 
French. 

‘Dommage!’ echoes Escudero. 
Eyes that know futility roll toward 
the dressing room ceilirg. ‘Tra- 
tico!’ 


Perhaps the original question was 
aot understood. To what quality in 
Escudero’s work does he attribute 
his popularity with American wom- 
én whose idol worship has included 
picture actors, stage stars and 
srooners but, up to the present, 
aever a great dancer. 

The interpreter explains for 10 
Minutes. Escudero replies for 15. 
Again comes the answer clear and 
galm: ‘He says if they like it, he 
wan't help it.’ 

So the hard-boiled, earthy Gypsy, 
ethic as a conquering toreador; the 
ehap with a thin, cruel nose, a de- 
termined jaw, a relentless mouth, 
the brusque speech of an Apache 
and the sunny smile of Spain; the 
devil-may-care fellow who cocks his 
hat over one impudently appraising 
eye and flirts outrageously with 
tirls in his audience just won't talk. 
He’s the James Cagney of the 
dance, 

For his own information, Escu- 
dero really ought to find out the 
answer to America’s definition of 
‘8€X appeal.’ 


+ 


with His Dancing 
Big Men Urge Sale of 
Old Hollywood Hotel 


Hollywood, Feb. 29. 





Hollywood merchants and real 
estate firms are preparing a pro- 
test to the heirs of the Myra 
Hershey estate, owners of the 
Hollywood hotel, requesting that 


they have Miss Hershey’s will set 
aside so the hotel property can be 


sold and modern buildings con- 
structed on its site. 

Will of Miss Hershey, who died 
a year ago, stated that the hotel 
must remain as is for the next 


three years. Hollywood business 
men maintain that the old hotel has 
halted the progress of Hollywood 
boulevard, west of Highland ave- 
nue, the block the hotel is on be- 
ing a dead spot in the street. 
Hotel is one of Hollywood's old- 
est and for years has been the home 


of the wealthy a. k.’s who make 
Hollywood every winter. Before 
the Roosevelt, Christy and Plaza 
hotels were built, the Hollywood 


was the home of picture people. 








Drinks for Drop-Ins 
In Apts., Hotel Rooms 
To Make Rent Money 


Another speakeasy headache is 
the revival of the ancient stunt of 
apartment and hotel room liquor 
selling. Practise prevalent immedi- 
ately after the inauguration of pro- 
hibition but had pretty well disap- 
peared in New York until about two 
months ago. 

Beaucoup persons without any 
other means of making a living are 
selling drinks to drop-ins during 
afternoons and evenings. The hope 
is to at least make rent money. 

Idea has spread especially in the 
Pronx and Brooklyn. 
are worrying about it, not so much 
on a competition basis but because 
of the difference in prices. Most of 
the small timers are satisfied with 
20 or 30 cents a drink.. 

Further angle is that the little 
fellows are not worrying about pay- 
ing for protection, working on such 
a small scale as to figure themselves 
immune. Only friends or friends of 
friends, is the key to admittance. 


L. A.’S OUTSKIRTS TURN 
LIBERAL FOR OLYMPICS 


Los Angeles, Feb. 29. 

While Los Angeles intends to be 
technically pure for the Olympics, 
her outskirts figure on enough flip- 
pancy to keep visitors warm. 

Sherman, an all but maginary sec- 
tion between Hollywood and Beverly 
Hills, is in a thoroughly liberal 
frame of mind. Culver City, a couple 
of leagues south, is also expanding 
facilities for night spending. 

Olsen’s Club is being dolled up 
with an open-air annex being at- 
tached, and two new night clubs 
west of the Metro studio are blue- 
printed and budgeted on a fancy 
scale. 

The Culver City greyhound race- 
track, promoted by Charles Carmi- 
chael, has been started. While no 
open betting is permitted, promoters 
feel they are as safe as the Tan- 
foran track, San Francisco, where a 
local judge pronounced the state 
anti-betting law unconstitutional], 


Speakeasies 











HAWLEY FOUND DEAD 


Houston, Feb. 29. 
Hawley, 67, former theatri- 








Speak’s Film Idea 


Hollywood, Feb. 29. 
Producers’ Building, recently 
raided by dry officers who 
found a luxurious speakeasy 
within its soundproof walls, 
kept the same old man at the 
reception desk who was there 
when the building was occu- 
pied by film producers. 
If the party who wanted to 
enter was okay the man would 


say: ‘Mr. Doakes will see you 
right away.’ If the party 
wasn’t okay, everybody was 


in conference, 











Air Contracts May 
Cancel Ethering of 
Big Social Affairs 


Radio and the many artists it has 
tied up under exclusive contracts is 
heavy grief for the entertainment 
committees of balls, banquets, bene- 
fits, etc. Trouble has cropped up 
seriously in numerous recent cases 
talent at the last minute. 
either on the cuff or being paid, 
could or would not appear because 
the entertainment was being broad- 
cast, 

In view of the situation, it is now 
necessary to either choose talent 
that isn’t linked to radio, or kill out 
the broadcasting altogether, accord- 
ing to a w. k. stager. There is some 
doubt as to whether many big din- 
ners will be broadcast in future as a 
result of the entertainment difficul- 
ties which invariably ensue. A din- 
ner involving no pro radio talent is, 
of course, excluded. 

An instance of how jammed up 
the staging of an affair can become 
was the recent motion picture ball 


where 


in New York. At the last minute 
George Jessel, Abe Lyman, and 
others balked at going on if they 


were to go over the air. Sudden ex- 
igency made the staging of the show 
a mad house for those in charge. 





Kearns’ Alimony 
Chicago, Feb. 29. 
More trouble for Jack Kearns, 
fight promoter and manager, who 
is facing contempt unless 
he explains to Judge Trude before 


charges 


March 4 why he hasn't been paying 
alimony. Kearns was nabbed on 
petition of counsel for lLegana 


Kearns who sued here for separate 
maintenance several years ago. 

On his last trip before the bar 
Kearns was ordered to pay $250 a 
month and $6,000 due on a previous 
order. Meanwhile, Kearns has a 
bill for annulment coming up in 
contest to his wife's. suit. He 








Bargain-Hunters Crown Chicago 
As Nation's Ace Cut-Rate Camp 





Says Mother-in-Law 


To Blame for Divorce 
Pittsburgh, Feb. 29. 

Charging that her husband had 

been induced to divorce her by his 

Mrs. Mildred E. Goodman, 


comedy actress, last 


mother, 


musical who 


appeared in Vincent Youmans’ 
‘Through the Years,’ filed suit here 
for $100,000 damages 

mother-in-law, Mrs. 
Gussie Goodman, of Bradford, Pa. 

As a result of his mother’s influ- 
ence, the actress avers, her hus- 
band, Gerard, deserted her April 21, 
1930, three weeks after their mar- 
riage, and that he obtained a di- 
vorce decree Jan. 21, 1931, ‘fraudu- 
lently, perjuriously and without no- 
tice to the plaintiff.’ 

Goodman was described im the 
statement as a technical director of 
several Broadway shows and well- 
to-do with independent means. 


last week 


against her 





Mrs. Hugh Boice and 
Mrs. Waite Hoyt in 
Reno’s Divorce Mill 


Reno, Feb. 29. 

Reno’s divorce mill is still an at- 
tractive spot for luminaries of the 
world of wit, fashion, commerce, 
radio and kindred vocations and the 
crop of celebrities that continues to 
travel through the revolving doors 
appears to be never ending. 

Richard J. Forhan, who made a 
couple of fortunes out of teeth 
cleaning compounds, divorced Julia 
Ann Forhan last Feb. 23 after 30 
years of marital life. Forhan led 
the parade in which Margaret 8. 
Rutledge, niece of Silas Strawn. se- 
cured a decree from Thomas F. Rut- 
ledge, despite a New York restrain- 
ing order, designed to prohibit the 
Nevada action from taking place. 

Doris Faithful Boice, whose hus- 
band, Hugh Kendall Boice, is vice- 
president of the Columbia Broad- 
casting System, had no trouble in 
convincing the court that she should 
give him the air. Mrs. Elmer 8S. 
Griffin fifed an action against her 
husband, who plays tennis on the 
*acific coast, and Fifi Widener Hol- 
den, here just a couple of days, ad- 
mitted that she is not here for her 
health. 

Mrs. Waite Hoyt, wife of one- 
time world series pitching hero, is 











(By special permission of the copy- 
right owners, Smith and Dale), 


Speaking of Epitaphs 
Sid Silvers, one of the plants 
among the weeds of Broadway, 
wired from Chicago that he has 
prepared his own epitaph as fol- 
lows: 


‘Here lies Sid Silvers. In the 
only box he can’t talk back to 
Phil Faker.’ 

Compliment 


Drove over to Newark last week 
to see Jessel and his variety revue. 
Nearing the theatre the taxi driver 














a. im turned around and asked me, ‘Stage 
cal agent, unable to secure employ-| door?’ ‘Flatterer,’ I replied. The 
ment, was found dead in a gas filled| driver apologized. 
room here. Letters indicated he 
once represented the Leona Deane The Retort Proper 
Dramatic Co. Speaking of Jessel, Eddie Lam- 

3ody was forwarded to COVINE~| pert tells a story of a few weeks 
ton, Ia., for burial. ijago when George was appearing 
— | with Eddie Cantor at the Chicage 

theatre. A young Jewish boy met 

Greengard’s 2d Walk | Georgie and remarked about the 
Chicago, Feb. 29. | Hebraic tear in his voice. The kid 

Jules Greengard stepped out of] said, ‘I understand Jolson’s father 
the Green Grill Saturday (27) turn-| was a Rabbi. By any chance was 
ing over his place to a local tea| your father a cantor?’ 
room group. ‘No,’ snapped George, ‘A Jessel.’ 

This is the second time in six 
months Greengard has given up his Brotherly Love | 
eatery on Mai. street, hangout for At the opening of Jack Yellen’s 
the theatrical mob. Last time the! new music publishing emporium, 
place went under the hammer and | seated at one of the rewer desks | 
Greengard bought it back. |} was Walter Donaldscvii. Jack's 


claims they were never legally mar- | spending the necessary six weeks 
ried. She says otherwise. here. 
Tm Telling You 
By Jack Osterman 
HERE I AM AGAIN DOCTOR, opening speech to Walter was, 


‘Thanks Walter, but what are you 
doing here so early?’ 

‘Just to see if you wanted any of 
your lyrics corrected,’ said Walter. 


Depression Gag 
(What’s a column Without One) 
Eddie Moran, the Grant Wither- 
ing jester, claims the barbers are 
charging more for shaves because 
ai} the faces are longer. 


Ostermania 


Too bad that ‘Through the Years’ 
didn’t last through the month... 
‘Was That the Youman’s thing to 
do?’...That same smart guy from 
week wants to know if ‘The 
Devil Passes’ is a dice story... 
Sign in front of that New York 
Show Place’ reads, ‘Jean Malin no 
.and in this weather... 
Durante won his suit for 
claiming they used his 
the ‘Frankenstein’ make- 
.And is it true that White's 
are leaving 42nd street 
they couldn’t face the 
.. Are you reading? 


last 


‘ over’. ‘ 
Jimmie 
50 grand 
nose in 

up.. 
‘Scandals’ 
beca use 


” 


musi¢ 


NO INFIDELITY 
intained by Robert Dia- 
for Elaine Foster 
that the recent Texas petition for 
filed by her husband, Lysle« 
Talbot, contained no charge of in- 
fidelity as reported. 
Petition was filed in 


It is maiz 


mond, attorney 


divorce 


Dallas, Tex. 





(eee 


Chicago, Feb. 
Slogan of this burg used to be 
‘Chicago, I Will’ By consensus of 
merchants in this town its looks as 
if the new motto should be ‘Chicago, 
I Will Cut-Rate.’ 
has a chance to show on the sales 
list unless that cut price angle is 
sticking out somewhere. And tha! 
takes in everything from apples to 
zithers. 
Theatres 


29. 


Nothing locally 


are not the only busi- 
ness touched by the tariff sniping 
fever, and they demonstrate the 
situation in this World's Fair city. 
Legit appears to be hopelessly 
gummed in the two-for-one ticket 
mess, with only the strongest shows 


able to escape that clipped-rate 
label. The lesser lights have 
already deserted the half price 


angles for even 
some shows in 


further slashing, 
town going to the 
public at one-sixth of the regular 
price—the trick being two $3 tickets 
free but with a 50-cent ‘seat charge’ 
@ person. 

In the film division the story is 
just as cutting, particularly out in 
the close-pocketed neighs. Most of 
‘em are in the delirium of getting 
back to the nickelodeo: era, offering 
two-for-ones on the 10+-cent admis- 
sion. Some of these houses are giv- 
ing the public three features at 15 
cents, and topping that by having 
gift nights. 

Taxi dance halls, which formerly 
operated proudly at a straight dim<« 
a struggle are now enticing with 
everything from free feeds to free 
admission. Prices are not near a 
dime, most ranging from 15 dances 
for a $1 to a straight nickela whirl, 
Most of them have tossed their’?! 
checkroom concession out into the 
alley giving up those extra dimes 


and quarters for  coat-parking. 
Others are working the souvenir 
thing, giving the hoofers every- 


thing from shaving sets to mer- 


chandise coupons. 

How and Where They Cut 
Unemployment apples, former); 
at a jitney, are now hitting new 
lows at three-for-a-dime and two- 
fer-five. 

Fountain pens, quarts of oil, ra- 
diator cap decorations and _ frets 
service tickets to the buyers of five 
gallons of gasoline. 

Panhandlers who used to request 
a dime for a cup of coffee are now 
asking only a couple of pennies so 
they can get a cup of coffee, a ham 
sandwich and a hunk of pie. 

With each pair of shoes there are 
free socks, or the first repair job 
without charge. 

Strip dancers now sold in bunches 
of three instead of singly, all three 
going to a club for a sawbuck. 

Peanuts in the parks—two bags 
for a dime. 

Regular hotel rooms, with two in 
a room, at 50 cents a night. 

Divorces, formerly at $200 mini- 
mum, now $25 cash or $50 at $10 
down and a $1 a week. 

One cent sales everywhere. Buy 
one article at regular prices and 
get another for a penny. 

No-tip barber shops, restaurants 
and cabs. 

Free lunch with each stein of 
beer. 

Dancing schools formerly asking 
$25 for a couple of tap lessons now 
guarantee to teach you everything 
for a single bill on deposit. 


Suits and dresses cleaned, 44 
cents apiece. 
Standard vaude acts working 


amateur shows at $1 a head, and 
then wondering why regular book- 
ers can’t hold their houses. 
Free washing with each 
parking. 
Standard dollar reprint hooks at 
49 cents. 
All you 


garage 


for two bits. 


Hectic Wedding Nite 


London, Canada, Feb, 29 

To be married at 6:30 p. m., 
port his car stolen, hide the machine 
in a friend’s garage for a get away 
and double in parts for ‘Uncle Tom's 


can eat 


re- 


Cabin’ was the wedding night ex- 
perience of Douglas Warks. Warks 
married Miss Goldie Price, of De- 
troit. 

Company doing ‘Tom’ was the 
Douglas Players, only traveling 
troupe in Ontario and owned by 


Warks. Bride is not a professional 
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East 


‘Too Much Money’ is now ‘Money 
in the Air.’ Discovered that former } 
title belongs to Israel Zanewill 

Mrs. Goldie Rosenstein, 80, died 


in the Coliseum theatre, N. Y., Feb. 
22. Stricken with a heart attack 
and died before could be re- 
moved to her home. 


she 


Irving Jacobs announces he is 
after a B’way house to be devoted 
entirely to film cartoons. 


Men who practically control 
manufacture of bars for speaks be- 
wail the depression. Put in bars in 
6,000 speaks in N. Y. in 1929, but 
cannot sell any now, and unpaid-for 
bars come bouncing back to run up 
storage bills. Second-hand bars 
with brass rails as low as $75 now. 





Music union agitating for abol- 
ishment of system whereby same 
man can play a theatre and a night 
club or hotel job. Wants to hold a 
man to one job and give the others 
a chance. 


teorge Jessel announces likely he 


will do a musical at the Winter 
Garden next season for the Shu- 
berts. 


Dorothy Parker, writer, in Pres- 
byterian hosp. to recuperate from 
an overdose of sleeping powders. 


Harry Shields, actor, held in $:6,- 
000 bail in traffic court on charges 
of drunk driving. 


Isabelle Cohen, dance hostess, 

ses suit for $10,000 damages for 
injuries sustained while riding with 
A. J. Schwab, whose car crashed a 
truck. She testified Schwab had 
been drinking, and judge ruled that 
if she took the ride after seeing him 
drink it was her own risk. 


Actors’ Dinner club to start a 
series of concerts next Sunday (6) 
for support of the enterprise. Dan- 
iel Frohman has loaneg the Lyceum. 





Horace Liveright undecided as to 
production of Borgia play now or 
in the fall. Only thing positive is 
that it will be called ‘It Happened 
in Italy.’ Dennis King will be 
starred. 





Fay Marbe, suing Samuel Zirler 
as pres. of Prudence Pictures for 
$100,000 breached contract, ampli- 
fies her charges. Says firm dropped 
her when she did not respond to 
Zirler’s attentions. She did one pic- 
ture at $1,650 a week in 1929 and 
was engaged for another with sal- 
ary up to $2,000. Zirler enters a 
general denial. 


Art Landry loses his suit for in- 
junction against Sonny Lee and 
N. Y. Yankee orch. He assembled 
band for a date at the Beacon. 
When that ended, Lee took over the 
organization. Landry claims they 
are using his material. Case will 
be tried next month. 





Florence Colebrook Powers, who 
runs a professional dancing school 
in Rochester, N. Y., sued for $2,500 
by a pupil who claims she was 
pushed by an instructor while doing 


acrobatic work and was injured 
when she _ fell. Girl’s mother 
awarded $1,302 for medical ex- 
penses. 


yeraldine Farrar was 50 Sunday 
(28), and not ashamed to admit it. 


Brock Pemberton thinking over a 
Manchurian play authored by a 
Hollywood refugee. 


W. A. Brady giving a dress re- 
hearsal of his Barrie plays in New 
Haven March 1. 


‘Fourth Little Show’ will go into 
rehearsal Aug. 1, it is announced. 


Norman Bel Geddes has decided 





to defer ‘Mardi Gras’ until next 
season, 
Ruth Draper may come over 


ain from London for spring ap- 
pearances here. 





Rumored that Alfred Lunt 
Lynne Fontanne will 
Coward for a show 
leaving the Guild. 


and 
join Noel 
next season, 


Artists’ ball is to be given at the 
Plaza, New York, March 11 under 
patronage of Contemporary Arts. 
Intention is to make this the first of 





a series of annual events. Costume 
affair. 
Dope peddlers arrested in a car 


provided with a short-wave 
set similar to that used for 
broadcast. 


radio 
police 


Edgar J. MacGregor joins Earl 
Carroll as stager. 

Harry Harkness Flagler urging 
|} that musicians’ relief group, organ- 
ized for emergency, be made perma 
nent. Similar in idea to Actors’ 
Fund 

Fire in the People’s theatre, 199 
Bowery, now used as a burlesque 
house, confined to the basement, 
but produced enough smoke to call 
extra engines and impede traffic 
over Williamsburg Bridge. No in- 


terruption to shows. 


Delegation of film men went to 
Washington last week to protest 
proposed bills aimed to exclude for- 
eign talent. 


Barbara Blair, of ‘Scandals,’ fell 
from her horse in Central Park, 
Tuesday (23). Not seriously, but 
painfully hurt. 

New payoff for the ballet. The 
dancers in the new Columbia Uni- 


versity show get 
their efforts. 


Zym credits for 


Mensachem Rubin, weekend star 
in ‘Street Singers,’ at the Prospect 
theatre, Bronx, back at work after 


an illness, 

Marion Ohnick, professionally 

known as Haro Onuki, suing Robt. 
L. Ripley, cartoonist, for breach of 
promise. She is 37. Has sung with 
San Carlos and other troupes, ac- 
cording to her counsel. 
Scheff in stock version, 
‘House Beautiful,’ at the Riviera, 
New York, on the heels of road 
tour closing. 





Fritzi 


Julian Wylie negotiating for 
British rights to ‘Blessed Event.’ 


Billy Bryant, whose showboat 
troupe has been playing the Golden, 
was to head for Memphis, but got 
an offer from the Club Richman. 
The river will wait awhile. 

Leonard Bergman, g. m. of Er- 
langers, on a tour of inspection. 








Definitely announced that Tos- 
canini will not rejoin New York 
Philharmonic. Hinted when he left 
that he would not be back. 


‘Little Racketeer’ takes to the 
road a week ahead of time to per- 
mit ‘Vanities’ to move into the 44th 
St. theatre, . 





Mike Mindlin, former art theatre 
manager, in $2,000 bail in municipal 
court pending hearing on charges 
of misappropriation .of funds for 
Valentino memorial. Will be heard 
March 9, 





Tex Guinan summoned to court 
to tell what she did with manuscript 
of ‘All Wet,’ play by a college prof. 
She says she gave it to John Stein, 
her manager, and he lost it. 





Separation suit against Harry 
Langdon postponed in White Plains 
last week when Mrs. Harry Lang- 
don intimated that if given time 
the matter might be settled: out of 
court, 

Union Hill (N. J.) clergymen pro- 
test the opening of Tex Guinan’s 
proposed road house in Coytesville. 


Pauline Starke announces that 
Jack White, her ex-hubby, will have 
to ante alimony before he marries 
Loretta Sayres. Says she was nice 
about the arrears until the news 
came, but if he wants to wed he 
must see her first. 


‘Night Over Taos,’ 
Group theatre as a better title 
than ‘City Forgotten,’ so the play 
changes its name. 


regarded by 


Vivian Crosby, part author of 
‘Trick for Frick,’ to do a show with 
three magicians. Titled ‘The Magic 
Lantern,’ 





_Lew Preston, of Academy of Mu- 
sic, taking a trip to the West In- 
dies. Clayton Corum pinch hitting. 





Otis Chatfield - Taylor, drama 
critic for ‘Outlook,’ announces his 
separation from the former Janet 
Burr Benson, whom he married last 
April. 


Chas. Winninger, Natalie Hall, 
Joan Carter-Waddell, Michael Bart- 
lett and Gregory Gaye, who broad- 
cast for ‘Through the Years,’ with- 
out pay for services, reprimanded 
by Equity. A.E.A. also notified 
Vincent Youmans that he must pay 
for all broadcasts in future. Play- 
ers’ defense was that they forgot 
the Equity rule in their eagerness 
to pulmotor the sow. 


Baltimore looking for a new guar- 
antee for the N. Y. Philharmonic 





concerts. Four guarantors died and 





two quit. Deficit will be under 
$4,000 as against $4,625 for last sea- 


son. 





Homer Curran, of Belasco & Cur- 
ran, Coast producers, in New York. 


Hal Skelly in an auto accident in 
Wilmington, Del, but unhurt. Auto 
overturned after crashing culvert. 
Continued south by train. 


Rich. S Aldrich, of McGowan & 
Reed, in Florida for a fortnight. 





Harry K. Thaw fractured his arm 
Thursday (25) when his car jammed 
into a culvert near Frederick, Md. 
Not serious. 





New National Theatre Conference 
formed under auspices of the Uni- 
versity of Iowa with George P. 
Baker, of Yale, pres. Purpose is to 
further the little theatre movement 
and 28 groups are enrolled. Ken- 
neth McGowan is chairman of the 
board of governors. 





Eva LeGallienne submitted last 
week to a minor operation to 
straighten out the little finger of her 
left hand. Injured in a gas explo- 
sion last spring. 


Julia Peterkin, novelist, debuts as 
an actress in ‘Hedda Gabler’ at Co 
lumbia, S. C., Thursday (25) playing 
the lead. Little theatre event. 





Dr. Moscowitz and W. A. Brady 
named to combat the N. Y. State 
tax on amusements, bill for which 
is now pending at Albany. 


Nathaniel Doragoff, picture pro- 
jector, sued for injunction and re- 
ceiver to prevent Sam Kaplan from 
acting as pres. of Local 306. De- 
cision was reserved by the judge. 
Usual charges of an iron hand. 


Rozika Dolly won a divorce from 
Sir Mortimer Davis in the Supreme 
Court at Mineola, N. Y., Thursday 
(25). Did not make a personal ap- 
pearance, the decree being mailed 
to Paris. Her atty. states she will 
marry Irving Netcher, of Chicago, 
brother-in-law of Constanc: Tal- 
madge. 





Gerhart Hauptman, German dra- 
matist, in town and given a civic 
reception. 


Cadillac hotel, New York, in 
hands of receiver as result of bank- 
ruptcy proceedings brought by three 
creditors. 





Boston authorities frown on press 
stunt of Marlene Dietrich flying to 
city and landing on the Common in 
an auto giro. 





Jensen’s Hofbrau beats fed pad- 
lock suit, Creditors’ committee 
posts $150 bond that no liquor will 
be sold. 





Milton Aborn will tour his Civic 
Light Op. in ‘Mikado,’ starting at 
the Majestic, Brooklyn. 


Fannie Hurst told the AMPA that 
literature and moving pictures are 
‘fundamentally incompatible.’ 





‘Monkey’ changed to 
Henderson.” 


‘Inspector 





Dr. Walter Damrosch made Com- 
mander of the White Lion of 
Czechoslovakia. 


‘Owney’ Madden, alleged beer boss 
and night club owner, to take the 
spotlight under a new phase of the 
Hofstadter investigation. Any tie- 
up between Madden and pulticians 
being probed. 


Lily Damita aboard a steamer 
bound for Honolulu accompanied by 
Sidney Smith. She said it was just 
a vacash, not a honeymoon. 


‘Black Soul,’ by Annie Nathan 
Meyer, to open at the Provincetown 
Playhouse, Greenwich Village, soon. 
James Light directing. 


Lily Pons to be questioned before 
trial in the suit against her brought 
by Maria Gay and Giovanni Zana- 
tello who claimed to have discov- 
ered her. Latter ask that the 15% 
they claim be taken from amounts 
she has paid out to her vocal teacher 
and the Metropolitan Music Bu- 
reau. Disclosed Miss Pons earned 
$52,200 between March 7, 1931, and 
Jan. 26, 1932. 


American Arbitration Association 
has settled 2,567 cases in six years. 
Plenty of them theatrical litigations. 


Philip Gerton producing ‘The 
Danger Line,’ by Crane Wilbur. 
Frank McCormack directing and 
Owen Davis, Jr., Howard Lang, 
Lenita Lane in cast. 





Peggy Fears Blumenthal buys ‘T 
Must Love Some One,’ by Jack 
Kirkland. Play’s about the Floro- 
dora gals, 





Eugene O’Nelll working on three 
plays covering periods of American 
life from 1776 up to the present, 





‘Sister Aimee,’ biographical novel 
of Aimee MacPherson, by Nancy 
Barr Mativy, will star Tex Guinan 


when Charles Hopkins produces it 
as a legit play. 





Edward Pawley, Glenda Farrell, 
Janet Cool, Helen Brooks, Ellen 
Paine cast for Joe Santley’s ‘Birth. 





If Milton Aborn and Local 802 of 
the American Federation of Musi- 
cians can come to terms on ques- 
tion of salary, he'll produce 10 
weeks of grand opera at $2.50 top 
at Erlanger theatre, N. Y. Pro- 
ducer’s light opera closes at the Er- 
langer, N. Y., March 5, to tour. 

Societies for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Children protest to bills 
introduced in the State Legislature 
that would allow unescorted kids 
between 10 and 16 into theatres on 
Matinee days other than Sundays 
or school days. Bills introduced by 
Senator William J. Hickey and As- 
semblyman C. J. Gimbrone, both of 
Buffalo, 

Phil Cook says plans to produce 
‘The Radio Revue’ vaude-legit pres- 
entation abandoned. Was to have 
opened at the Ambassador, N. Y¥Y., 
after a Newark tryout, 


Alex McKaig, producer, back from 
a 10-day vacash. 


Coast 


Meader wants $103,150 from 
Miller for injuries he re- 
auto accident last 


ma; <3; 
Marilyn 
ceived in an 
Nov. 1. 


Duncan Renaldo, actor, indicted 
by the Federal grand jury for im- 
posing on his passport taken out in 
1929, 





James Finlayson, 
sued for $620 rental by 
Arms apt’s. 


screen comic, 
the Afton 


Marion McGoey (Marion Bonner) 
wants a divorce from Thomas Mc- 
Goey. She charges desertion. 


Judith Vasselli Lloyd, pictures, 
sued for divorce by John Eshleman 
Lloyd on charges of cruelty. 


Richard Schauer, Universal ‘story 
editor, sued for $1,850 commission 
by Edward Small agency. 


Fay Wray must tell the court 
about a $265 unpaid rent bill owing 
since 1925. 


Jules White’s home ransacked of 
articles totaling more than $1,000. 


Virginia Cherrill will wed William 
R. Stewart of New York on the Vin- 
cent Astor yacht in the South Seas. 
Miss Cherrill left here Feb. 19 while 
Mr. Stewart is with the Astors. 


Rudy Vallee visiting his wife, Fay 
Webb, at her father’s home in Santa 
Monica, 

Ethel Clayton granted divorce 
from Ian Keith in Los Angeles court. 
Couple were married in 1928. 


Sue Carol and Nick Stuart ordered 
to pay $1,252 judgment to W. J. 
Palmer for decorating their home. 





Rhoda Cross, actress, wants $20,- 
000 damages from S. S. La Cha for 


injuries received in auto accident 
Dec. 24. Actress charges permanent 
' disfigurement. 


Charles Hooper Graham, film 
stunt flyer, sues Ruby Graham for 
divorce. Charges cruelty. 


Mid-West 


Charging that Woody English, 
shortstop with the Chicago Cubs, 
failed to pay her $500 on her prom- 
ise not to sue him for breach of 
promise, Mrs. Emily Haag is suing 
the ball player at Newark, oO. 
Among other things the girl alleges 
English failed to make good a note 
for $1,000. English was married to 
Helen Golam, Chicago girl, last 
year. 








Practising with clubs in the gym 
has made Anne Berdnick, Chicago 
dancer, perfect on the free throw. 
She swung a milk bottle on the head 
of a man she thought was fighting 
with her father, then discovered her 
mistake. She apologized. 


Ruling handed down by the Ohio 
Supreme Court holds cafe setups, 
such as cracked ice and ginger ale, 
lawful in that state. In other states 
a number of roadhouses and night 
clubs have been padlocked on the 
observation law. 


Audience at the Tivoli, Michigan 
City, witnessed a real gun battle 
when a policeman and a Negro ban- 
dit shot it out in front of the house 
screen, 


Rosario Davilo was ordered to 
support his baby but not his wife, 
Henrietta, bareback circus rider, in 
Chicago. Court ruled Davilo need 
not pay his wife if she refused to 
live with him. 





Frank Ledbetter, newspaper edi- 
tor at Carterville and Mound City, 
lll., must appear before Circuit 
Judge Hartwell at Mound City, 
March 16, to answer contempt 





ee | 
charges. Case involves a civil suit 
that does not implica.e the editor 
other than for a story which indi. 
cated the suit was a frameup. 


Gunmen held un the B&K North. 


shore theatre in Chicago and 
skipped with $69 the cashier Was 
forced to hand over. 

Racial squabbles having been 


straightened out, a group of Negro 


amateur dramatists in Omaha will 
present Eugene O'Neill's ‘Dreamy 
Kid’ at the Ritz theatre. Argument 
started over criticism that the play 
cast reflections on the colored race, 

Financial settlement and agreed 
divorce have b 1arranged between 
Harry Moir, Jr., and his wife, Mrs, 
Maxine Mosser Moir. Terms were 
not disclosed. 

Will of William Wrigley, Jr.. dis- 
posing of his estate valued at more 
than $20,000,000, is being probated 
in Chicago. First Union Trust bank 
and Phillip K. Wrigley, son, were 


appointed joint executors. 


Bomb wrecked the home of Eddie 
Maisel, picture operator at the 
Strand, Springfield, Ill. Several 
months ago the theatre got a pine- 
apple, too, and before that the Capi- 
tol in the same town. 





Mrs. M. E. Tharp of Green City, 
Mo., is suing the Midwest Film Co. 
for $180,000 for showing a picture of 
Fred Burke, gangster, in which she 
was caught by the camera as she 
was walking on the street. Woman 
claims she has been living quietly on 
a farm all her life and such sudden 


notoriety has humiliated and dis- 
tressed her. 
In-again-out-again is voung 


Harry Moir’s slogan these days. He's 
wanted by Chicago police on a rob- 


bery warrant after being indicted 
secretly by the,grand jury. Young 
Moir, son of the former Morrison 


Hotel owner, was freed a few weeks 
ago in felony court. 

Mrs. Edith Rockefeller McCormick 
made her radio debut in Chicago last 
week when she appeared over NBC 
in a drive for the support of the Chi 
Civic Opera. 

Theatre managers in St. Louis are 
fighting the proposed 2% amusement 
tax that comes up for hearing before 
the board of aldermen March 7, 
Measure is one of several to raise 
money for public relief. 


Foreign Worries 


(Continued from page 15) 
make some out and out 
French productions, and (b) 
American distributors will not be 
able to import dubbed product frees 
ly unless they start production here, 
Many independent corporations 
which had sprung up with a view to 
doing a strictly dubbing business, 
will now be compelled to start proe 
duction. The definite quota figures 
have not yet been settled by the 
central board, but the principle has 
been agreed upon. 

Contrary to reaction against the 
Yugoslavian quota, American dis- 
tributors were not unanimous in 
reference to the situation created in 
Italy by the fight to release exhibs 
from contracts calling for either 
minimum guarantee, or more than 
40% rental. Most distributors were 
of opinion that it was better to 
carry on business on the new terms, 
and discuss meanwhile; Metro was 
in favor of discontinuing business, 
Latter policy would have locally 
been considered as a boycott and 
probably result in Pittaluga being 
made official distributor of all im- 
ports, besides a quota being imposed 
on imports to develop local produce 
tion. 


have to 


Patent Outlook 

Patent situation also added to 
production and distribution head- 
aches, but this is being adjusted in 
favor of continental production, 
contrary to local belief, which cone 
sidered a German American confere 
ence as intended to clamp a bloods 
sucking monopoly on French proe 
duction. 

French pictures recorded on West- 
ern Electric can now be distributed 
in Switzerland without paying @ 
royalty to Tobis, and have also ob- 
tained new facilities in Canada. The 
continental pictures industry is in 
a more delicate condition than it 
has been in a long while, and cer- 
tainly at no time since the intro- 
duction of sound. 

American companies are, of 
ccurse chary of investing in local 
production plants, due to the un- 
settled legal and political situation. 
A possible remedy to the current 
scarcity of pictures, apart from the 
majors renewing production activity 
when grosses improve, would be for 
American experienced producers to 
obtain from continental capital sup- 
port to organize local production on 
a basis more sound than the current 
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~~ DIARY OF A STOOGE 


By Claude Binyon 





Milwaukee—Thursday. 

We drove all the way from Jolict 
to here and this isn’t the kind of 
actor I wanted te be. I always 
thought that actors rode around in 
private cars but Mr. Clay carries 
us in his old broken down Chalmers 
like we were sacks of potatoes. 
“Jhen we finally get to a town we 
nave to go right on the stage with- 
out hardly any sleep and the peo- 
ple don’t clap at us like they would 
if we got all freshed up riding 
around in private cars. 

Milwaukee is a pretty good city, 
I was here once before when my 
Uncle Thaddeus died, and the the- 
atre is okay. But I’m getting sick 
of Joe Thomas, the other stooge, 
because he’s so jealous he’s always 
saying things about me to Mr. Clay 
and trying to ruin my acting. I 
know why the stooge that I took 
his place went crazy, Joe Thomas 
drove him nuts. 

This hotel we are in reminds me 
ef my Uncle Frank’s house. He has 
10 children and no money. 

Milwaukee—Thursday. 

Mr. Clay got drunk last night 
after I wrote in my diary and the 
act was better on the last show 
than when he is sober. And right 
after we finished and were going to 
our dressing room. Mr. Clay gave 
me and Thomas each $10. He told 
us to beat it before he got sobered 
up and took the money away from 
us again. 

Thomas and I are in the same 
room at the hotel and he got drunk 
too on his $10 and finally came 
home looking like somebody had 
used him for bait. He’s a funny 
looking thing anyway. He started 
pulling everything out of the dres- 
ser drawers and he came across a 
letter from Tillie. He started read- 
ing it out loud before I could stop 
him and making dirty cracks. I 
jumped out of bed and grabbed the 
letter and he punched me in the 
nose while I wasn’t looking. Then 
I punched him in the eye and he 
fell down on the floor like he was 
dead. I got scared and somebody 
knocked on the door and asked 
what was the matter. I said I had 
slipped out of the tub but I was 
okay and please go away and let 
me sleep. 

After whoever it was went away 
I carried Thomas to bed and took 
everything off but his long under- 
wear and I finally went to sleep be- 
cause he was breathing. My nose 
was all bloody and I looked terrible 
when I woke up the next morning. 
Thomas woke up, too, and he 
looked at me without saying any- 
thing. I thought sure I was going 
to lose my job as a stooge. 

When Mr. Clay saw us, me with 
my nose kind of bloated and 
Thomas with his purple eye, he 
Jaughed and said now we really 
looked like stooges. He asked us 
how it happened and I said Thomas 
bumped into a door and I got up 
to see what was the matter and 
bumped into Thomas. Instead of 
saying I was a liar like I was afraid 
he would, Thomas just said he 
Wanted a separate room because i 
always played the banjo lousy and 
he couldn't sleep. I couldn’t say 
anything but Clay told Thomas to 
quit squawking all the time. 

Today was a swell day. The min- 
ute I fell into the coffin people 
started laughing and when me and 
Mr. Clay had the fight with the 
dummy they almost went crazy. 








Milwaukee—Thursday. 

I asked Mr. Clay where we go 
from here and he said yes. He's 
&etting absent minded. Then I 
asked him if he wanted to have me 
play the banjo in the act now be- 
cause it was a good looking banjo 
and he said not to bother him. 

I got a letter from Tillie saying 
she was so lonesome she wished we 
had got married so she could travel 
with me. Mom sent me a letter, 
too, about keeping my throat cov- 
ered when the weather is like thls. 


I'm getting used to hanging 
®round the actors. They’re just 
like other people only louder 
dressed. 


: Milwaukee—Sunday. 

We didn’t go any place last night 
and Mr. Clay said we may have to 
lay oft a couple of nights. I’m 
Practicing on my banjo and Thomas 
fees out of the room 
he can't stand it. Boy, 
but his black eye looks funny. 





pretending 
ta | 
is he a pain 


I wrote a letter to Tillie and took; 
a cold shower. 


Milwaukee—Monday. 

We're still hanging around here 
and I didn’t see Mr. Clay today. I 
can play the first 10 notes of Rhap-|! 
sody in Blue now. [ 

Rain today and probably Tues- 
day. 

Milwaukee—Tuesday. 

Am I burned up? The hotel clerk 
told me that Mr. Clay checked out 
last night and left me and Thomas 
flat. We haven’t any money and} 
the hotel clerk says we owe for 
our bill. 

I couldn’t believe my ears, but 
Thomas could his. He said Mr. 
Clay was a dirty rat and I didn't 
argue with him. We sat on the 
bed for a while and then Thomas 
said he had an idea. He would go 
outside and stand under our win- 
dow and I should throw the suit- 
cases out. Then I should walk out 
just as though I was going for a 
date with a dentist or something 
and we wouldn't have to pay the 
bill. 

Before } had time to think about 
it Thomas went out, and when I 
looked out he was standing giving 
me a little wave. I opened the win- 
dow and threw his suitcase down 
and then went to get mine. When 
I came back to the window and 
looked out Thomas was gone. I 
should have known, 

I've been sitting here all day 
afraid to go out and I'm hungry. I 
don’t know what to do and I want 
to go home. 


Both Showmen 
Out of Seattle 
Mayoralty Scrap | 


Seattle, Feb. 29. 

Vic Meyers, band leader and jazz 
candidate for mayor of Seattle, fin- 
ished sixth in a field of 10, in the 
primary election held Feb. 23. Frank 
Edwards, ex-showman and  ex- 
mayor, finished third. So both are 
out of the running. 

Meyers had a ciown campaign 
back of him, creating worlds of 
mirth and satire on politics and city 
campaign promises. He got over 
5,000 votes. 

John Dore, with 45,000 votes, and 
Mayor Bob Harlin, with 22,000, were 
the two nominated for the finals of 
March 9. Edwards polled 17,000, 
Case about 12,000, and Ritchie, seri- 
ous candidate of Seattle ‘Star,’ 8,500. 








MARRIAGES 


Claiborne Foster to Maxwell Jay 
Rice about two weeks ago. An- 
nouncement delayed until they had 
left to make their home in Brazil. 
Groom is connected with an aviation 
transport company. 

Octavia Powell to Attorney Gor- 
don Burris, Feb. 20; in Canton, O. 
Miss Powell a member of Ambler 
stock company in Canton. 

Victor Fratellini to Suzanne 
Rousseau, both members of well 
known circus families, in Paris. 

Arthur Frahm, treasurer at Er- 
langer’s Columbia, and Virginia 
Silveria, treasurer at Tobis Film- 
arte, Feb. 27, in San Francisco. 

Katherine Glenn to Hubert Ames 
Kay in Chicago, Feb. 20. Bride is 
a member of the Glenn Sisters duo 
with the NBC studios in Chicago. 
Groom not in the profession. 

Cyrena Van Gordon to Howard 
D. Smith, New York, Feb. 27. Bride 
is in Chicago opera company. 

Cornelia Rogers, of ‘Scandals,’ to 
Russ Brown, vaudeville, Greenwich, 
Conn., Feb. 23. 

Bruce MacFarland and Marion 
Burns, Feb. 26 in New York. Bride- 
groom is with ‘Wild Waves,’ bride 
with ‘They Don’t Mean Any Harm.’ 


BIRTHS 


Paul and Anna Savey, son, Feb 
24, in New York. Father is a vaude 
agent. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph P. Kennedy, 
son, Feb. 22, at Dorchester, Mass., 
boy. This is the ninth child and 
fourth son of the film financier. 
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Trade Mugg 


Hollywood, Feb. 298. 

Teacher at Franklin School, 
Hollywood, informed her pupils 
that on the following day there 
would be a lesson in drawing, 
and each pupil should bring to 
class a picture magazine. 

One kid showed up with 
‘Variety.’ 











MILLER TAKES BEATING 


FROM FULLER IN LIMIT 


By JACK PULASKI 

Ray Miller, the Chi hook special- 
was clearly outpointed by a 
tough little mugg known as Sammy 
Fuller, of Boston, at the Garden 
last Friday (26). In the fourth 
round a right cross to the whiskers 
toppled Ray but being cocky he 
hopped right up. Never did he 
seem to have Sammy in trouble 
and it went the 10 round route. 

Miller hasn’t had much luck 
around New York. He had his 
chance for big money when he 
stalled here with Jimmy McLarnin 
a year or so back. Of course Baby 
Face stalled too but he got a flop 
fight on points. Ray had built a 
great rep in a few months by 
getting a technical knock-out over 
McLarnin and kayoing a couple of 
other hard guys too, That was in 
Detroit. 

Fuller jumped into the Met sport 
pages by giving Tony Canzoneri one 
of the busiest evenings in his 
career, That was in Boston where 
Tony was knocked off his pins too. 

It was rather a bitter defeat for 


Miller but it seemed a matter of a | 


veteran against an eager 
youngster. Fuller is a smallish 
chap, referred to when the decision 
was announced by Joe Humphries 
as the ‘little John L. Sullivan of 
Boston.’ His arms are short and 
his shoulders bunchy. That he out- 
punched so good a man as Miller 
was an eye-opener. 

Miller devoted too much attention 
to trying to land with the left. As 
the match progressed Fuller was 
landing more accurately with that 
mit than Ray. The way Sammy 
connected with rights was another 
angle that surprised. Perhaps this 
Fuller bird is somebody but as one 
of Ray’s rooters put it: ‘He can’t 
think of getting married and fight- 
ing at the same time.’ 


Pladner Not Hot 


Semi-final was not so hot, it going 
on last because of a radio stunt. 
Emile Pladner, better known as 
‘Spider from France made his 
debut against Anton Kocsis, a 
Polander or something. Both are 
flyweight bantams and Pladner 
came with a rep of having knocked 
out Frankie Genaro in Paris. 

After seeing Kocsis slap M. 
Piadner around the boys started to 
figure and the result was that 
Frankie was full of bubbly when 
he took it. Not that the Spider 
hasn't action but his power punch 
is doubted. The judges called it 
a draw and that gave the French- 
man the break for it looked like he 
was on the losing end. What this 
Gregorio will do to him is fairly 
certain, unless the Spider can take 
more than indicated. House better 
than expected but only about 50% 
with many walk-outs during the 
finale match, 

Battalino—Petrolle Next 

No boxing this week at the Gar- 
den, the six day bike eggs being in 
action. Next card of importance 
will be topped by Bat Battalino, and 
Billy Petroille, March i1. That 
fight should be something. It was 
all cooked up but Bat made a bad 
error in Cincinnati recently when he 
boxed a stablemate and both were 
thrown out of the ring for cause. 
It has all been squared apparently. 
Bat is a corking fighter and Petrolle 
is one of the wonder men of the 
ring. 


up 





Rag’s Staff Claims 


Los Angeles, Feb. 28. 

Edward Hugh Gibbons, engaged 
as managing editor of “Theatrical 
World,’ recently’ started Coast 
weekly in Los Angeles, has filed a 
wage claim of $95 against the sheet 
for three weeks’ work. Employer 
offered to settle this claim for $20 
cash, 

Sheet is ostensibly published by 


Mr. and Mrs. Tom _ Fizdale,}|Arch Woody, agency partner of 
daughter, Feb. 26, at Presbyterian | Ralph Widman, but said to be 
Hospital, Chicago. Father is with | m< inly backed by the _ printer 
NBC publicity department in Chi ‘Joseph Hillenbrand. Henry M. 
cago. iFine also has a claim for $37 edi- 

Mr. and Mrs. Irving FE torial work against Theatrical 
daughter, Feb. 21, New Yor . j World.’ 


Eat Until Bursting—Film Stars 
Entertain, Band, and All for 45¢ 





Try Pint Bottles as Biz 
Stimulant—And Okay 


Detroit, Feb. 29. 

Activity in the liquor trade across 
|, the border has been stimulated by 
ithe addition of pint bottles to the 
Canadian Liquor Commission. Cus- 
tom guards are twice as alert as 
before. 

Business across the river in rum 
had fallen off to a considerable ex- 
;tent and the smaller bottles were 
| brought out to try for an increase. 
| 





;} Commission had stocked but quarts. 
| Price charges for the pints range 
| from $3.50 to $4.50. 

With the bottles smaller and 
| easily concealed, the tourists find it 
}more convenient. It’s improved 
| trade, 


NEW SAT. NIGHT CLUB 
FOR PROFESSIONALS 





The new Saturday night supper 


dance club of New York legitimate 
stage folk got under way last week. 
| Its $10 a plate, known as the 


‘Pierrette’ and is to take place reg- 
ularly, if plans mature, at the hotel 
Pierre on 5th Ave. 

| Robert Hart, broker, is reputedly 
behind the venture which will do- 
nate part of the receipts of the 
opening to the Actors’ Dinner Club. 
|; Invitation committee consists of 
Mary Nash, Basil Rathbone, Law- 
rence Tibbett and Leslie Howard. 
| Herry Rosenthal's orchestra is the 
} terpsichorean inducement. 
| Arch Selwyn is also 

connected with the room 
|} about 250. 


Saving the ‘Front’ 


Number of office suites occupied 
by producers, agents, writers and 
others connected with the building 
or booking of acts is estimated to 
have decreased 50% or less this sea- 
son, 

As high as a half dozen people 
are sharing the same offices with 
two or three splitting one desk and 
its telephones, Surprise is the 
meagre amount of friction or ten- 
sion. In other days it would have 
been murder, 

When the man who holds a lease 
on an office suite permits renting of 
space to an outsider, and they divvy 
up on overhead, he is finding it pos- 
sible, it’s pointed out, to retain his 
address where otherwise he might 
be forced to move to a less preten- 
tious building. 


Maestro and Wife Sue 


For Hockey Injuries 


Peggy Hope Rich, ex-actress, and 
her husband, Freddie Rich, CBS 
 enneste, respectively think that 
injuries to Mrs. Rich at Madison 
Square Garden during a hockey 
match are worth $50,000 and $10,000 
damages to each. Mrs. Rich was hit 
by a flying hockey stick at a game 
Dec. 13. 

Julius Kendler, attorney for the 
pair, recounts that the former ac- 
tress suffered permanent injuries 
on the forehead and scalp, while 
the husband’s petition is for tech- 
nical loss of services. 


Girl’s Suicide 
Worcester, Mass., Feb. 29. 
The body of Eleanor Kingston, 30, 
New York chorus girl, was found in 
a lake here, wrapped in silks and 
furs. She had been visiting her 
parents and left them a note. 
A sister is in a Broadway show. 
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KELLY UP AGAIN 


Shipwreck Kelly went a-flag pole 
sittin’ again Wednesday (24) atop 
the Manhattan hotel, on West 47th 
street, New York. Hopes to be up 
13 days, 13 hours and 13 minutes. 

There are eight telescopes in 
Longacre Square egain trained 
upon Kelly at ic a look. 


McGRAW’S COMMERCIAL 
Los Angeles, Feb. 29. 

John MeGraw, manager of the 
New York Giants, may go on a 
| Commer. ial radio program when the 
baseball season rolls around. 
| Wasebail veteran 1s considering an 
ij offer. 
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Hollywood, Feb. 29. 

All you can eat for 45 cents plug 
an opportunity to see Zazu Pitts 
and Thelma Todd in a nightly per- 
sonal appearance broadcasting from 
the restaurant and perhaps a free 
It's the 
newest business stimulator for the 


ticket to a picture show. 
Leighton cafeteria in the heart of 
the city. 

The meal-Pitts-Todd combination 
is set, but the inclusion of the free 
theatre ticket is still in the nego- 
tiation state. House that probably 


will be in on the deal is the Los 
Angeles, swanky architecturally but 
now on a 15-cents basis. 

Film team will be on the air over 





| 
| 





1KNX in a continuity comedy affair 


now being written by a Metro scen- 
arist. Pair will go on over remote 
control from the restaurant, back of 
a glass screen to eliminate the dish 
rattling and other acoustic come 
petition. Loud speaker system also 
goes in so nobody will miss the 


lines. Cafeteria has an orchestra, 
too. 

Radio act will be six times 
a week at the dinner hour to 


catch the yokelry who will be at- 
tracted by the picture names. Cafe 
can take care of 2,500 at a sitting. 


Times Sq. Food 
Fight with All 
Kinds of Prices 


A swell food fight is being waged 
on Broadway. With restaurants 
outnumbering other kinds of busi- 
ness enterprises in and around 
Times Square the battle centering 





around meals is the more notice- 
able. 
Ali_types of hasheries are con- 


cerned. From the throw it at your- 
self joints to the class spots. There 
isn’t a block along Broadway with- 
out at least one restaurant, and 
that one displaying a new low 
prices. A one time cafetera meal 
at 50c is now two bits. In a rated 
eatery the nick is likewise in half. 

Trick inducements in force 
everywhere. Secend cups of coffee 
and a third after that; inexpensive 
combinations for all three daily 
meals and additional helpings of 
the diner’s favorite course. 

Another source of annoyance, 
according to a former restauranieur 
of Broadway, is the increasing num- 
ber of drug and candy store out- 
lets. As all joints are now doing, 
they too feature low priced com- 
binations over the counter. This 
hurts the straight food serving 
spots. 


ACT PAINFULLY BANGED 
UP IN AUTO WRECK 


Rhinebeck, N. Y., Feb. 29. 

Making a jump via automobile 
four members of the Norman 
Thomas Quintet cracked up here 
last week, 

One of the two cars in which 
the troupe was hopping from Mont- 
real to New York swerved from the 
highway and crashed into a tree. 
Norman Thomas, Sr., head of the 
turn, told state troopers he thought 
he fell asleep while at the wheel. In 
Rhinebeck hospital doctors diag- 
nosed his injuries as a fractured 
left arm, leg, and lacerations. 

Others taken to the hospital were 
Norman Thomas, Jr., who suffered 
laceration; Gene Ballord, a punc- 
tured wound on the chin and 
loosened teeth; Frank Allen, treated 
for shock and minor scratches. 

Two other members of the act 
were following Thomas’ car in an- 
other machine. Force of the im- 
pact nearly demolished the leading 
car, 








Conrads May Settle 


The Eddie Conrads (Marion Eddy) 
may settle their alimony split out of 
court. Miss Eddy, Conrad’s former 
partner, is asking $300 a week, and 
the comedian counters that he’s 
broke and that his wife dissipated 
the major portio: of his income. 

Conrad is breaking in a new act, 
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Paris 


Tramel back in films. 
Carroll McComas back, 


Marc Klaw not so active. 
Bricktop hiring more help. 
Michael Arlen around Paris. 
Fewer radios being peddled. 
Rentals on theatres are low. 
Lora Hays playing in pictures. 
Winchell Smith taking up golf. 
Melody Club installing new bar. 
Luis Arnold sought for pictures. 
The Patou crowd stick together. 
Rex Ingram planning another film. 
Dick Blumenthal on the job again. 
Lots of arty pictures being shown. 
A few moneyed Russians around. 
Few Parisians know of Lily Pons. 
Jules Berry sick and show closing 
Arthur Moss to New York to see 
book. 
Mrs. Arthur Garfield Hays to Ri- 
viera. 
Paul Fejos may go back to Holly- 
wood. 


Mary Lewis around with new 
hubby. 
Natacha Rambova around the 


Riviera. 

Zaidee Jackson opening a new 
cabaret. 

Politicians taking to lunching in 
Joinville. 

Jean Fayard going back to film 
criticism. 


Olga Tschekova the new Anna 
Karenina. 

American collegiate bands over 
here now. 

Trudy Krieger getting a new 
apartment. 

Sheet music here a week after 
New York. 

Sammy Pearce doing gags for 
Paramount. 

Louis Cole singing ‘Of Thee I 


Sing’ music. 

Prudence Van Tyne operated on 
down south. 

Elsie De Wolfe giving opening 
night parties. 

Jack Hylton style has influenced 
Ventura band. 

Ruth Putnam Mason to have 
company here. 

Maurice Rostand midnight sup- 
ping at Graffs. 


a 


Billy Johnstone, the dancer, has 
an injured hand. 
Phillip Barry and kids enjoying 


Riviera sunshine. 

Widney apartments used for lit- 
erary gatherings. 

Chaliapin not confirming rumors 
of American tour. 

Sydney Carroll through on way 
back from Berlin. 

Audiences whistling a draw at 
‘Dracula’ showings. 

Gloria Swanson 
Southern Germany. 

Midnight previews at the Wash- 
ington Palace now. 

Betty Compson resolving to stay 
over a while longer. 

Kay Boyle getting into ‘The New 
Yorker’ three times. 

Erich Pommer becoming a more 
frequent Paris visitor. 

Francis de Croisset getting smart- 
est premiere of season. 

They are collecting ideas for new 
Josephine Baker show. 

‘A Lady’s 


expectant in 


Grace Moore liked in 
Morals’ French version. 

Baron Gourgaud back to see his 
film in Vieux Colombier. 

Eve Marvell had a story in ‘Bally- 


hoo.’ The only one, too. 

‘L’Ange Noir,’ formerly ‘L’Ange 
Bleu,’ now a ladies’ joint. 

Erik Charrell talking of ‘White 


Horse Inn’ for New York. 

Billiard and card crowd, mostly 
French, going to Weppler. 

Ludwig Lewisohn’ throwing 
party for the Harper reps. 

Receipts at Michodiere holding up, 
which is good for Boucher. 

Sylvia Sidney becoming a screen 
fav second only to Tallulah. 

Jacob Karol prepared to do all 
dubbing at ten grand a shot. 

Johann Strauss and Vi _nnese or- 
chestra popurarizing waltzes. 

Joseph Baxton back to London 
after Mediterranean location. 

Returning French singers kicking 
about opera conditions in U. S. 

Joe Zelli slowly recovering from 
the worst ocean crossing ever. 

Voya George back from tour and 
hoping to be in Bourdet show. 

Fortunat Strowski encouraging 
production of American plays. 

French press quizzical about some 
of Metro choices for Hollywood. 

P. G. Wodehouse amusing the 
Riviera with tales of Hollywood. 

Cloche d’Or popular hangout for 
actors at early morning suppers. 

Los Angeles ‘Lysistrata’ proceed- 
ings front-pag-.d in Paris dailies. 

Florence Gillium undecided what 
to do with Fairchild’s closing down. 

Marcelle Chantal looking at Me- 
tro’s newly acquired color process. 

Paul teboux writes for more 
dailies than any other French jour- 
nalist. 

Fewer trade ‘shows being given 
because there are no more pictures 
to show. 

Stories of Russia told by visiting 
fuests at a Paramount § studio 
luncheon. 

Charlie Chaplin says he’s going to 
Japan if fighting continues at 
Shanghai. 

Cecile Sorel replaced for non-at- 
tendance on the Comedie Francais 
committees. 

Helda von Gerter, escorted bv J. 
Goldsmith of Sudfilm, canvassing 
Paris shows. 

Kincaid of ‘Times’ bureau in Mos- 
cow looking at his story in ‘The 
New Yorker.’ 

Marquis d’Arcangues to take on 


a 


the Biarritz Casino. Manager 
Dauchy is out. 

Saint Granier developing political 
ambitions, and introduced to a Com- 
munist leader. 

Erskine Gwynne, trying to imitate 
Roland Toutain’s stunts at party, 
broke his arm. 

Earl Leslie 
while rehearsing 
Mistinguett show. 

Nikita Balieff full of woes after 
American tour and off to Belgium 
and North Africa. 

Charles K. Gordon already ar- 
ranging for the costumes of his next 
season’s production. 

Oscar Dufrenne angry in his front 
box when an actor is kissed on the 
mouth by Mistinguette. 

Sam Putnam reading ‘Tonight We 
Improvise,’ new Pirandello play, be- 
fore a select gathering. 

Harold Smith naving his troubles 
on export committee of American 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Jeanne Helbling and Jack Forres- 
ter holding an after dinner confer- 
ence on ‘Fifty Fathoms Deep.’ 

‘Just One More Chance’ getting 
popular again through being played 
so much in eight-month-old picture. 
Baron Valentin Mandelstamm lo- 
cally said to take a personal inter- 
est in Ambassador Claudel’s career. 
Approaching elections cause Du- 
frenne to propitiate Paris voters, 
but do not keep the Trouville Ca- 
sino out of bankruptcy. 

Burglar visiting Valentine Tes- 
sier’s dressing room walks with $10 
in cash, $1,000 in jewelry and a fur 
coat worth four grand. 

Walter Lang has an idea for a 
truly international scenario, where 
there will be no dialog at all, though 
it won't be silent either, and will 
include lots. of pantomime. 

A Spanish father thinking he rec- 
ognized in a Paramount production 
extra a son he lost years ago in a 
shipwreck, writes studio execs, re- 
questing them to try and help him 
trace the boy. 

Illustrated leaflets, giving bill and 
cast, are sold in Paris boulevard 
theatres for 10c. to 12c. Identical 
leaflet in neighborhood houses is 
sold for half the money, balance go- 
ing to concessionaire. 


Honolulu 


By Mabel Thomas 


casualty 
for 


another 
new numbers 








Bob Ripley spent a day enroute 
to Australia. 

Tourists arriving, despite all ad- 
verse publicity. 

Miriam Leilani, Chinese Hawaiian 
songbird, home again. 

Earl C. Anthony, owner of KFI, 
Los Angeles, here for indefinite 
stay. 

jive. Frank Borzage and her party 
have taken a house at Diamond 
Head. 

Duke Kahanamoku training con- 
stantly for a try at the coming 
Olympics. 


Torrential rains slowing up pro- 
duction work for King  Vidor’s 
‘Bird of Paradise’ Co. 


Myron Selznick and family ar- 
rived on the Mariposa and joined 
the ‘Bird of Paradise’ Co. 

Eleanor Boardman, Mrs. Vidor, 
entertained for her husband’s birth- 
day at the Royal Hawaiian last 
week. 

Howard Hawks and wife, visit- 
ing islands, looking over the fishing 
grounds for forthcoming story of 
his for Warner Bros. 

Visitors for a day, from Australia, 
P. de W. Hance and family, Fox 
Movietone representative, and Mr. 
and Mrs. C. E. Monro, managing di- 
rector of Hoyt’s theatres in Sydney. 





Toronto 


Ruth Downing modelling. 

Dot Annis and Bill Price wed. 

Ruth Amos joins Victoria stock. 

Greg Clarke running around with 
magicians, 

That new harpist in the Imperial 
pit-band is Helen Donnallin. 

Tom Daley of Uptown lending 
Mae West's ‘Constant Sinner,’ which 
is banned here. 
studes at U, of T. 
catch up sleep by hiring stenog to 
take notes in class. 

Hotel switch has Columbia bur- 
lesquers favoring the Royal Cecil, 
and RKO acts the Ford. 

Cable says Barry Jones will play 
lead in Mussolini's ‘Napoleon,’ Eng- 
lish version by John Drinkwater. 

Ross Hamilton, femme _  imper- 
sonator with Dumbells Revue, just 
hates being interviewed by girl re- 
porters. 

Mayor’s early-to-work ruling for 
city hall employes hurting nabe res- 
taurants and drug stores where 
loiterers lingered. 

tacing-column 
Star,’ with ‘Hoofbeats’ 
Jack Ayers replacing 
with ‘Along Turf Row.’ 

Nine chain film houses, 
FP-Can has interest, 
quarters from 


OTILInh 


switch at ‘Daily 
jerked and 


Doug Eppes 


in which 
move head- 





towns in province to escape city tax 


himself the artistic management of! levies. 


London 


Jack Payne at Elstree. 

Russell Johns off to Paris. 

Harry Foster fighting the ‘flu. 

Carlyle Blackwell off to Paris. 

Chrysanthemum salad the rave. 

Isobel Elsom in Atlantic cables. 

Marie Tempest at the Savoy Grill 

Hilda Glyder’s home sold at auc- 
tion. 

Ruth 
again. 

Victor Mc Laglen denying Elstree 
offers. 

Latest vogue here piano-accordion 
bands. 

Jacob Epstein panning the critics 
again. 

Side pockets for the femmes this 
season. 

Kit Cat, 
crowded. 

Irving Asher getting Teddington 
conscious. 

Hugh Perceval scripting again for 
Paramount. 

Warwick 
proposition, 

Julius Hagen 
man at odds. 

Adolphe Menjou sold his unit an 
original story. 

The Malmaison now getting the 
fashion crowd. 

Adrian Brunel 
around places. 

Ursula Jeans has dined at 4 a.m 
for two months. 

Chance of an all-London final in 
the English Cup. 

Peggy O'Neil around again, talk- 
ing of a new show. 

Shirley Dale, in 
West Ended before. 

Christopher Mann enlarging the 
plant with new offices. 

Metro-Goldwyn execs looking on 
at the Eric Hakim set. 

Touring revues now out with al- 
most nude chorus girls. 

Margot Asquith favoring the old 
Irish Stew department. 

Universal's first British picture 
hardly kept up the rep. 

Twelve Yard men in evening dress 
raided the 43 Club again. 

Girl who slimmed are now on egg 
diet to get the new curve. 

Ciro’s Club first in the field with 
a singing Mannequin show. 

Earl Carroll nibbling at Will Fyffe 
for his new revue in August. 

They wanted Jimmy Carew to 
make a voice test for talkers. 

John Paddy Carstairs to Brighton 
with John Farrow, on script. 

Lady Beecham giving parties in- 
troducing American crooners. 

Jimmy Bryson introduced Claude 
Soman to the Prince of Wales. 

Madeleine Carroll gave christen- 
ing party for her new portrait. 

Dorothy Bartlam, just in from 
Rome, off to Egypt on a talker. 

‘Here I am, and here I stay,’ says 
Dora Maughan, ‘despite Winchell.’ 

Mrs. Marrick making another per- 
sonal appearance—at Bow street. 

Bob Adams, formerly Two Bobs, 
now running Bridge Club in Maiden- 
head. 

Columbia now sharing offices with 
United Artists; Joe Freedman in 
charge. 

There’s a_ British mannequin 
named Lila who stands six feet and 
looks good. 

The Monte Carlo electric ad in 
Leicester Square coming down as 
anti-British. 

Christopher Mann grabbing plenty 
0° space for the Windmill theatre 
‘Revudeville.’ 

Mrs. James White looking for 
backing to run a@ paper exposing 
shady finance. 

Leicester Square theatre’s future 
still the biggest rumor source in 
the flicker pit. 

Another new play for the Prince 
of Wales theatre, making the ump- 
teenth in a year. 

Jewellers doing roaring trade 
changing back gold into notes at a 
profit for the seller. 

Muriel Barron, scheduled for ‘Cat 
and the Fiddle,’ is Henry Sherek’s 
latest rave, and Charles Cochran 
agrees. 

Dominion theatre for the next two 
months will play mainly United Art- 
ists and Columbia product. Weekly 
change. 

The Hyams’ Brothers, having 
made a fortune out of the giant 
Ttocodero, in S. London, open the 
Troc-ette, nearby. 

Well known booker here melting 
down all gold cigaret cases given 
him by acts and realizing more than 
original commission, 

James Thomas Suter, aged seven 
days, youngest Irish Sweepstake 
ticket holder. Says will not invest 
winnings in show business; too 
much of a gamble. 


Draper packing ’em in 


through Jeff Bernerd, 


Ward with a financing 


and Ernest Fred- 


brings the son 


‘Helen!’ never 





Winnipeg 


By Matt Corbett 


Harold Needham deserts stage for 
taxi. 
‘Birth of Nation’ big draw at Prov- 


ince. 





Toronto to separate | 


Stratford-on-Avon Shake Players 
here for week. Walker. 


Nancy Pyper’s production ‘Joy of} the 


Living’ is being advertised ‘See 
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what 
moral.’ 
Jimmy Coghill uses $2.50 face 
powder on his make-up. 
Christy Dunbar, scenic artist, has 
written a play, ‘The Crime Ray.’ 
Calgary ‘Eye-Opener’ and ‘Hooey,’ 
humor mags, seized and newsdealers 


the U. professors call im- 


in court. 
Betty McCracken and Rosa Gen- 
thon with Mitchell one-acters at 


Winnipeg. 

Gladys Hansen and Jimmy Cog- 
hill job a week at College theatre 
stage show. 

Winnipeg stage actors finally get 
a break over CKY. Mabel Miller 
and Lillian Dale please listeners. 

H. E. Spencer, ‘Free Press,’ gives 
Gordon Mitchell’s one-act players 
at RKO Winnipeg a press Loost on 


opening bill, ‘Clothes and _ the 
Woman.’ 
‘Rolling Stone’ rolling along to 


production—backed by Native Sons 
ticket sale. Aim of Native Sons is 
to push Canadian arts and give na- 
tive writers a chance”. 





The Hague 


By M. W. Etty-Leal 


‘Ghost Train’ staged for 250th time 
here, still big. 

Ilona Durigo here and Grock ex- 
pected shortly for one performance 
only. 

Hofstad Tonneel 
Wilde’s ‘A Woman 
tance.’ 

About 1,000 Dutch engineers with 
university degree without job at 
present. 

Remarque, of ‘All Quiet’ fame, 
after remarrying his divorced wife 
settles cCown in Holland. 

A furshop in Rotterdam had a 
wedding party of live lilliput couple 
in its shop window one day to at- 
tract attention. 

This year no ‘Miss Holland’ elect- 
ed to compete in Europe beauty 
contest in Paris; agitation in papers 
against these stunts responsible. 

Killjoys spoiling Hague fair to 
be held in spring in grounds of loca) 
zoc:; so many restrictions this year 
that possibly the fair will be can- 
celled. 

Since petrol went up taxies have 
gone down in competition with 
tramways which raised prices 25%; 
short trip party of four now cheaper 
here: by taxi than tram. 

Van Dongen, French society 
painter, who excels in slimming 
plump women down to ‘point of ad- 
miration’ on his canvas, now exhib- 
iting at Kleykamp Art Galleries 
here; though a naturalized French 
subject now, he was born Dutch. 

Notwithstanding depression Ams- 
terdam Stadion full up for football 
match Holland-Belgium. Capacity 
40,000; top seats at $3; standing 
room at $1. As local brass bands of 
police and postmen objected to play- 
ing of national anthem when oppos- 
ing teams enter stadion, as mem- 
bers nearly all very red, a band 
from loyal South had to be hired. 


reviving Oscar 
of No Impor- 





Mexico City 


By D. L. Grahame 


Roberto Alexander, female imper- 
sonator, and jailed on charges of 
burglary, walked out of the local 
jail house for second time and is 
still at large. 

Manuel Salazar, Costa Rican 
tenor, filling an engagement with 
co-op. grand opera at National The- 
atre here, lost all his costumes when 
thieves raided his dressing rooms. 

Local revue house managers are 
cashing in on the Jap-Chink scrap. 
Far Eastern squabble has inspired 
plots for feature acts at these the- 
atres, 

Leopold Stokowski, conductor of 
the Philadelphia Symphony Orches- 
tra, was a visitor here for a few 
hours the other day. Pressed west- 
ward in his quest of folk music, 
dances, etc. 

Chihuahua state government has 
been congratulated by S. Lowman, 
sub-secretary of the U. S. Treas- 
ury, upon closing a blue cabaret 
known as ‘The Hole in the Wall,’ 
in Ciudad Juarez. 

Civic fathers have jolted bull fight 
fans’ privilege which has endured 
for centuries by prohibiting cus- 
tomers, under pain of arrest and 
fines, to hurl cushions, pop bottles, 


or oranges (ultimate insult) at 
fighters who do not please. 
Russian musical comedy unit, 


calling itself the ‘Moscow Art The- 
atre,” has opened for six days at 
Teatro Iris here. Claims to have 
played New York. Company of 45 
men and femmes. Two shows nicht- 
ly at 40 cents top each. Good biz. 
Actors, artists and intellectuals 
want legislature to again authorize 
the Grand National Prize for 
achievement In the arts. Julian Car- 
rillo, Mexican musician, was award- 
ed this premium, worth $2,000, for 
his ‘Thirteenth Chord Theory,’ but 


Berlin 


Dolly Haas in Mentone. 

Karl Joken seeks divorce, 

Al. Szekler off to Geneva. 

Adolf Menjou expected here. 

Oscar Straus back from 
wood. 

Terra Film Co. to produce six pice 
tures. 


Dr. Pines back from lion hunting 
in Africa, 





Holly« 


Pallenberg to guestplay at the 
Viennese Burgtheater, 
Ferry Szikla, much liked operetta 


ster, died 66 years old. 

Richard Strauss to direct nis own 
work at Munich opera. 

Lilian Harvey recuperating at her 
house in Juan-Les-Pins. 

Laudy Lawrence and Mr.and Mrs, 
Arthur Fiedelbaum here. 

Purglars in Conrad Veidt’s 
during his stay in Vienna. 

Ufa’s president, Ludwig Klitzsch, 
for recuperation at Bad Elster. 

Heinz Lipmann, dramaturg of 
State theatres, died 35 years old. 

E. A. Dupont, Willy Forst, and 
Paul Horbiger for shooting at Casa- 
blanca. 


villa 


Gloria Swanson and Michael 
Farmer endeavoring to escape at- 
tention. 

Lil Dagover off to Rome for the 
premiere of her picture, ‘Empress of 


Austria.’ 

Gerhart Hauptmann 
for filming of his last 
fore Sunset.’ 

Jan Kiepura signed by Max Reine 
hardt for ‘Hoffman's Tales’ at Gros« 
ses Schauspielhaus., 

Julius Lieban, baritone, to sing at 


negotiating 
drama, ‘Be- 


Wagner's ‘Rheingold’ for his 75th 
birthday as honor guest. 

Richard Tauber begins his Lon-« 
don guest playing ‘Im Land des 
Lachels,’ beginning of May. 

‘Kitty,’ Parisian Montmartre 
singer, performs here at nite club 
‘Bal Musette’ at Marburger Strasse. 


Reimann School (for applied art) 
opened a film studio under manage- 
ment of Director Konstantin I. Dae 
vid. 
Dr. Freudenthal, Legationsrat of 
German foreign office, off for studies 
of American film conditions in U. 
S. A. 
Fritz Lang made peace with Pri- 
gitte Helm. Srigitte to play the 
lead in his next picture, ‘Dr. Ma- 
buse’s Last Will.’ 
Instead of Gitta 
Ahlers is going to 
at His Majesty’s 
‘Madame Dubarry.’ 
Eric Charell’'s second Ufa picture 
to be ‘Casanova,’ which he intends 
to make in the same way as ‘The 
Congress Dances,’ in revue style. 
Rotter Brothers move into The- 
ater in der Stresemann Strasse and 
will perform an English play, with 
Leopoldine Konstantin in the lead. 
Will Toschinski, of Amsterdam 
Toschinski theatre company, nego- 
tiated with engineer James Miller 
for a series of inventions in sound 
patents. 


Ann 
to play 
part of 


Alpar, 
London 
the title 


Long Island 
By Joe Wagner 

Lionel Green stops trains. 

J. P. Harris loves boating. 

Al Norman is making shorts. 

Wrestling drawing in Hempstead. 

Bernie Cowham can make anyone 
sing. 

Island golf courses becoming wine 
ter centers. 

The Alden in Jamaica will 
vaude every day. 

Fred Weiler plays the piano at his 
Victory in Bayside. 

Jamaica ‘Press’ publishes 
Sunday paper in Queens. 

Poland Bank's ‘Street of Women’ 
must be in Forest Hills. 

Boyden Sparkes must have liked 
Dale Carnegie’s ‘Lincoln.’ 
2-vside is happy again now that 
James J. Corbett is back. 

Edward Sachs is managing the 
renovated Taft in Flushing. 

Albert S. Howson is busy with the 
Gardens Players’ ‘Varieties.’ 

Loew's Plaza in Corona 
them in for the Italian talkies. 

Egon Dougherty has one of the 
largest choruses on the Island. 

Burns Mantle will like Thyra 
Samter Winslow's latest book. 

Charles Raymond, new manager 
at Loew’s Valencia, used to act. 


try 


first 


packs 


Port Washington turned out to 
see Harriet Hutchins in Flushing. 
Historic home of Daniel Carter 


Beard in Flushing now a tea room. 
Loew's Tri-Boro in Astoria has 
just passed its first birthday quietly. 
Very few people in Hollis knew 
that Mrs. Fiske was living in the 
town. 
_Fresh Meadow Country club in 
Flushing getting ready for national 
open. 
Jerry Breckenridge has left Queens 
and is now with the Pittsburgh 
‘Press.’ 

Haynes Trebor not only knows his 
theatre but can get an extra out in 
20 minutes. 
Ralph Renaud, 
York ‘Post,’ has written 
the Gardens ‘Varieties.’ 

Bay Shore Rotary club 
Long Island to restore the 
theatre train from Manhattan. 
Forest Hills, home town 


editor of New 


a skit for 


wants 
fa med 


An- 


e 
OL 





he is still waiting for his money as 
Ministry of Finance has 
funds to make payment. 


< 


drew J. McCampbell, prohibitien 
administrato1 New York, is = 


ing dried up. 


of 





Rialto © 
Fredd 
a three 
Sam 
ood, bi 
? Reg ‘ 
like En 
Some 
pear on 
Patsy 
ferring 
Jack 
Bermuc 
Fran! 
NBC, 2 
Kret« 
celebri' 
Jules 
those \ 
Ruth 
O’Brier 
Gabe 
Bhipwr 
gingers 
Ther 
picture 
tan’ de 
Erns 
Nita M 
are doi 
Jack’ 
Ellinet 
tion to 
Wait 
load 01 
MacDo 
One 
arrang 
be sen 
Jim 
quiet | 
the c 
block. 
Geo! 
have t 
off. ti 
hearse 
The: 
of the 
tive a: 
as we 
A ra 
day t 
tribut: 
last rv 
Fre 
Art J 
Brook 
blers 
May 
depar' 
the ¢€ 
Hart's 
Bill. 
ager 
night 
oppos 
Rus 
Roger 
row 4 
ered © 
Gec 
Shutt 
Sund: 
City : 
Joe 
week 
that | 
Pierr 
befor 
A ¢ 
BOlici 
Cant 
with 
turne 
Up 
baby 
follo 
baby 
show 
they 
J st 








, 





lly« 


Dice 
ing 


the 


ine 


Se 


at 
ith 


n- 
les 


j< 
ne 
Re 


in 
Ly 


re 
ig 
18 


1d 
h 


jo 
ar 
id 


d, 
1d 


le 


‘< 


“a 


we. 


ed 








Nassau. 








Tuesday, March 1, 1932 


TEMES SQUARE 


VARIETY 








—— 


Broadway 


ie Seff writing a new one, 
sal Trebitseh readying a play. 
Roy Bargy is nuts about parchesi. 
Milt Collins operated on last week. 
Hassard Short on vacation to 





Billy Grady and Peter Arno shar- 


offices. 
Wrigley jumping imps back on 

oadway. 
gx reine Kent is a setup for a sir- 

Join steak. 


Hap Ward likes a mister in front 
is monicker. 

Semen Lombardo, 

Guy, ill at home. 

Bill O'Reilly 
Jant in his office. 

George Skouras 
down with colds, 7 

Mrs. Steve Barutio, 
Rialto manager, ill. 

Freddie Rich flew to Florida for 
a three days vacation. ; 

Sam Tishman says business is 
good, but it'll get better. 

Reg Connelly says our weather is 
like England’s in Spring. 

Some gray hair beginning to ap- 
pear on Abe Brin’'s thatch. 

Patsy Ruth Miller's minor op de- 
ferring her personal apps. 

Jack Partington tried one of those | 
Bermuda trips and liked it. 

Frank Mason, vice-president of | 
NBC, giving grip a struggle. 

Kretchma holding a main 
celebrity night Thursday (3). 

Jules Ziegler bought a couple of 
those Westport summer homes. 

Ruth Morris’ Irish terrier is named 
O’Brien, Malevinsky & Driscoll, 

Gabe Yorke calls Hal Horne 
Shipwreck Kelly of old-time 
gingers. 

There has been n>» 
picture rights on ‘Child 
tan’ despite the rumors. 

Ernst Klapholtz to Florida to join 
Nita Martan and Murray Smith, who 
are doing an act in Miami. 

Jackie MacWilliams, 


brother of 


has a _  heliotrope 
and the baby both 


wife of the 





stem 


the 


song 


sale of the 
of Manhat- 


to Duke 


sec 


Ellington, underwent minor opera- 
tion to correct a bad shoulder. 


Wait till the Coast Mayfair getsa 
load of that ringlet of ice Jeanette 
MacDonald picked up in New York. 

One of the authors of a new show 
arranged for 3,000 bottles of beer to 
be sent to the tryout point by plane. 





Jim (Dinty) Moore says it’s so 
quiet in Palm Peach vou can hear 
the cocoanuts drop on the next 
block. 

George Cohan and Bert Lytell 
have become walking partners. It's | 
off. though, while George M. | 
hearses. 

They call Helene McGuinness, one | 


of the RKO secretaries, an 
tive assistant, giving the girls titles 
as well. 

A radio exec nearly quit the other 
day to join another producer-dis- 
tributor, changing his mind at the 
last minute. 

Freddy Martin giving a party for 
Art Jarrett at the Bossert hotel, 
Brooklyn, Tuesday (8). Radio scrib- 
blers invited. 

Max Hart still gloating over his 
departure from Hollywood. Would 
the C. of C. boin if they heard 
Hart's opinion of L, A. 

Billy Selwyn, Arch’s big son, man- 
ager of Pierrette, new Saturday 
night dance affair at Hotel Pierre, 
Opposition to the Mayfair. 

Russ Brown, who married Connie 
Rogers of ‘Scandals,’ sat in front 
row day of wedding and was show- 
ered with rice by players. 

George and Mrs. Olsen (Ethel 
Shutta) take a busman’s holiday on 
Sundays. Motor down to Atlantic 
City and broadcast over WPG. 

Joe Pincus spent four days last 
week selecting a topper to make 
that Saturday night entrance at the 
Pierrette. Joe has worn a high hat | 
before, but only in his room. 


execu- | 


A Cantor button now and an un- 
BOlicited publicity plug for Eddie 
Cantor. <A large rimmed button 


with two black dots inside is being 
turned out for women’s clothes. 

Upon arrival of the new Berlin 
baby Max Gordon dispatched the 
following wire to the parents, ‘A 
baby with every Berlin hit.’ Berlin's 
B8how, ‘Face the Music.’ and which 
they are calling ‘Face What Music,’ 
I st recently opened. 


Montreal 








Stan 

arch. 

Harry Hertz looking for more con- 
ventions. 


Eld back from England in 


| ion 


CHATTER 


bombing. One went Wednesday 
night (24) with a woman injured. 
United Amusement Corporation 
controling 20 nabe houses in this 
city reach agreement with managers 
that there will be no salary slash 
if managers cut down overhead by 
$40 a week at each house. 
Montreal, dropping plenty biz to 
Toronto by new factories route, now 
bawling for industrial commission. 
Napier Moore going great guns 


on lecture tour here, former press 
colleagues givirg him plenty pub- 


licity. 

Jack Denny leaves Montreal after 
five years. Now with Columbia 
Broadcasting System for 26 weeks; 
also completing contract with Na- 
tional] B. C. 





Miami Beach 


By Beachcomber 


John McCormack 
Miami Feb. 29. 

H. B. Warner, wife and family are 
at the Hollywood Beach hotel. 

Mrs. Arthur Hansl is here. She’s 
Jean Archibald, the playwright. 

Lou Irwin, theatrical booking 
agent, is beaching it at the Roney 
Plaza, 

John Golden is at the Flamingo 
with the Mrs. heading in the same 
direction. 

Flamingo hotel in 
insists Marlene Dietrich paid it a 
brief incognito visit last week. 

Joe Widener’s Hialeah Park race 
track closed Saturday with very lit- 
tle red ink needed—a great show- 
ing. 

Pancoast and Lincoln hotels final- 
ly hung out the S R O signs Feb. 
20. They won't be used many other 
places, 

Tommy 
annual gallop 
on the west 
golfs now. 

Leor Erroland Charles Winninger 
have reservations at the King 
Cole, have Ben Lyon and his 
wife, Bebe Daniels. 

Couple of New York shops have 
closed in Palm Beach, where even 
the die hards admit the season ain’t 
what it used to be. 


concerts in 


Miami Beach 


his 
over 


He 


here on 
home 
Florida. 


Meighan is 
from 
coast 


hie 
11is 


of 


as 





Irene Bordoni came over from the} 


Embassy club to announce this, that 
and those at the Lincoln road fash- 
show at the Flamingo. 

Nickey Blair, who put up the pay 
roll money for Helen Morgan, Caza- 
novia and other Helen Morgan 
clubs, is at the Roney Plaza. 

Rube Goldberg, who stayed at the 
Flamingo last week, posed there for 
news reel men in a golf comic which 
looked like one of Rube's own trick 
contraptions come to life. 

First big jewel robbery hits Miami 
3each. Good for $20,000. All was 
quiet down here until middle of 
February when there are rumors a 
light fingered gang moved in. 


Conny Vanderbilt is with us 
again, living at the pent house in 


the Roney Plaza, which was built 
especially for him. Conny used to 
run a newspaper down here, but it 
died. 

Norma Terris opened at Club Lido 
this week, replacing Helen Morgan. 
Helen left Friday and Norma’s first 
imitation Saturday was of Helen, 
who moved over to the Beach and 
Tennis club in Miami Beach. 

Club Lido turned over Sunday 
night to beach party with bathing 
suits and pajamas the thing to wear, 
tailing the lead of the Colony club, 


Palm Beach, which has put over 
pajama Sunday nights in a large 
way. 

Community theatre in Miami 


Beach, where the swanky go, is now 
=< ving three shows a night to cut 
down the time the millionaires have 
to stand inline. They used to make 
their chauffeurs do it, but they don't 
have any chaufs any more. 

Ben Bernie was zipping along in 
that snappy car of his when all at 
once a tire let go with that annoy 
ing hissing sound. Ben, lighting one 


of those cigarets one carries for 

those moments, said, ‘I didn’t even 

know Winchell was in town.’ 
Ethel Merman, who made her 


start at the Roman Pools two years 
ago and was let out as a flop, comes 





Frank Calder slapping some heavy 
fines around. 

Bob Vipsett gets back in harness 
after lengthy layoff. 

Clarry Foran feted by 
at Knights of Columbus. 

Paul Robeson concert Sunday (27) 
Sell] out at His Majesty's. 

B. M. Garfield opens new dance 
hall in conjunction with Rialto. 

Canada’s biggest winter sport at- 
traction, Quebec Dog Derby. fizzle. 


the boys 


from 
She 


across the street the 
| Pools March 10. opens 
| Hollywood Country club that day. 

Si Kronfeld, who makes clothes 
ifor lots of the big shots in New York 
and Hollywooe, is 
Plazaite. His stuff is 
the trade name of ‘Cy’s.’ 
shipping some heavy silk black rid- 
ing habit skirts to Greta Garbo and 
gives the lie to the myth about 
Greta going for old clothes. Said she 


at 


sold under 
Tells about 





Hollywood 


Arthur Lyons flu victim. 


Robert McGowan seriously ill at 
his home, 





Bunny Venus, carnie dancer, car- 
ries a cane, 

Charles Skouras talks 
like Leo Carrillo. 

Ralph and Vera Lewis back from 
a week in Carmel. 

Lucky Wilbur 
Harms’ shelves. 

Wallace Smith’s ‘Little 
goes into a second printing. 

Apartment houses afflicted 
unemployed selling oranges. 

Will Hays spent three days in bed 
this week with a heavy ld 

Ben Gould and Russell Rogers, 
beth of film row, in hospitals. 

Sylvia Sidney tops all Paramount 
players in amount of fan mail. 

Conrad Music office moved from 
Cosmo street to the boulevard. 


and looks 


hanging drapes 


over 


with 


Dick Hunt, Harrison Carroll’s leg | 


man, is off the ‘Herald-Express.’ 
DeLeys replaced Loyce 
Whiteman at the Cocoanut Grove. 
It's now 11:16 o’clock permanently 

Equity’s outer office, 2:44 inside. 
Edwin S. Worthing, owner of the 
Yuma ‘Morning Sun,’ convalescing 
nere, 

Donella Donaldson retitled Julie 
Haydon by Radio, where she got a 
contract. 

Talk of Olga Baclanova going to 
New York to do a play for Arthur 
Hopkins. 


(;o0g0 


in 


William Slavens McNutt talking 
about a South Seas cruise in his 
new vacht. 


Edgar Allen Woolf threw a party 
Wednesday night for Mr. and Mrs. 
Dave Loew. 

Harry Tobias and Charles Daniels, 


word and music inventors, back 
from New York. 

Alan Dale, ex-associate maitre 
d'hotel of Henry’s, is now secretary 
to Howard Jones. 


Rouben Mamoulian and his par- 
ents feted by representatives of the 
loca] Armenian colony. 

Marilyn Miller sued for $103,000 by 
a man whose car was struck by one 
driven by her chauffeur. 

Right after Charlie 
started writing at Roach 
acting offer from Metro. 

Dorothy Arnaiz with 


Williams 
he got an 


Lyons & 


Lyons as assistant to Lela Rogers 
of the literary department. 
Auto laundries getting competi- 


tion from the out-of-works who of- 
fer clean-ups for half a buck. 

New RKO refinancing scheme isa 
two-bit charge for a solo cup of 
coffee in the Radio resta rant. 

Bert Starke, former business 
agent of the projectionists’ local, 
now chief operator at the RKO. 

Al Herman breaking in a new 
vaude act with four girls—Campbel] 
Sisters, Myrtis Crinley and Phyllis 
Soule. 

Walter Byron, Englishman, spent 
two days in Tia Juana over immi- 
gration difficulties. He's now back, 
and with the quota. 

Sidney Buchman, Paramount 
writer, has four weeks’ off, starting 
this week, and will give New York 
spending money. 

Someone sent Naylor Rogers of 
KNX a catalog of kilts and other 
Scotch clothing after he was guest 
of honor at a bagpiper’s benefit. 

Paul Green, professor at VU, of 
South Carolina, gets in Monday to 
work on ‘Cabin in the Cotton,’ next 
at Warners for Richard Barthel- 


mess, 


his 


(jinger Rogers missed out on a 
part in Edward Everett Horton's 
‘Springtime for Henry,’ due to her 


current part in the George Arliss 
picture in Warners. 
House-to-house photog tried to 


cash in on the Radio Pictures-‘Her- 
ald-E-xpress’ Better Babies Contest 


as ‘official photographer,’ but the 
studio stopped him. 
Kathleen Clifford summoned by 





back to the Roney Plaza hotel right | 
toman | 
the | 


another Roney | 


the labor bureau on a $92 claim by 


her housekeeper. Latter says all 
she was paid in seven weeks was 
$10, a chicken and a pair of stock- 
ings. 


Clipping Bureau sent Ken Porter 
a cutting of his recent marriage with 
invitation to subscribe to the 
Porter answered that he 
think he’d be married enough 
to warrant a scrapbook 


an 
service. 
didnt 
times col- 
lection 

Dickie Moore, Warner kid plaver, 
and Donald Brewn, son of Joe bk 
Brown, are in the Cedars of Le- 
banon hospital recovering 
emergency operations. Young Brown 
had his appendix removed while 
Dickie Moore lost his tonsils. 

Since Jimmy Durante’s advertise- 
ment in ‘Variety’s’ anniversary 
ni r, reports link Jimmy’s name 
of Greta Garbo. Durante 





NUT te 


with that 


Main stems using war films this| likes the stylish stuff. — | ignore s the rumor and has com- 
week picked up from Empress of Thirty high school kids were ar- | menced to wear turn down socks to 
Britain. rested in a gambling joint near their) establish his morality standing. 

Tom Cleary offering free seats | School, but all but seven broke away | Victor Schertzinger suing a group 
at Pinreess to those born Feb-|from the raiders. School officials | of coast banks for $200,000 damages 
ruary 29. have fought petty gambling over|charging he was induced to ex- 

Rum runners hold open conven-| radio and by writing notes home to| change bank stock worth $160,000 
tion Halifax With Canadian police | parents, but the dice games continue for Transamerica stock represented 


keeping order. 
Rene de Cotret leaves Le Canada 
for sex retaryship Mcntreal Tram- 
Ways Commission. 
Latest excitement is nigh@ elub 


| with lunch money and textbooks as 
|; collateral. When the 
ithe boys to the principal's office, 
itheir friends ignition wires 
‘from the raiders’ auto. 


officers took 


stole 


as worth $54 a share but actually 


worth only $10, according to plain- 
tiff. 

| Hal Roach proved hero of the Up- 
{lifters-Army polo game. Going in 


from | 





Tigeress’ | 





after the first half when the score 
was 8—0 in favor of the Army, he 
was a pick-me-up to the Uplifters, 
Final score was 11—4 for the Army. 
The picture crowd cheered the pro- 
ducer, 


ED 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 


Boxing shows 1 


wot doing well. 

Gil Thoele, theatrical printer, 

proud father 

1.7 _ i 

Lent having no perceptible ef- 
fect on show biz. 

Gordon Greens of Minnesota on 
road to recovery, 


Depression has hit local turf fans 
and 50c bets are in order. 

Norman Hackett, here for 
says public wants comedies. 

High toned trade attracted to 25c 
Astor to ‘The Guardsman.’ 


visit, 


see 


Harold Kaplan greatest of the- 
atrical fraternity’s ‘absentees’ fight 
fans. 


‘Unexpected Father,’ ordinary 


film, a surprise draw all over ter- 
ritory. 

Kenneth MacGowan here March 
8 for lecture on ‘The Theatre of 
Today.’ 

Max Montor of ‘Street Scene’ 
play and picture here to read 
‘Faust.’ 

Lou Breese, Minnesota orchestra 


conductor, 
a vocation. 

University of Minnesota basket- 
ball games pulling better than year 
ago at $1.50. 

Gene Hundredmark of Publix art 
department did sweet lobby job for 
‘Shanghai Express.’ 


taking up painting 


as 


Joe Floyd of Minnesota boasts 
fourth new car in seven months. 
Has trade-in system. 

Charlie Zinn, manager of Publix 


Uptown, on business men’s hockey 
team in benefit game. 

Shriners’ Indoor Circus, managed 
by ‘Buzz’ Bainbridge, netted big- 
ger profit than last year. 

Ray Langfort, assistant manager, 
Empress, struck by hit-and-run 
driver and slightly injured. 
‘Passionate Plumber,’ a big card 
Lyric here, pulled one day ahead 

time at St. Paul Paramount. 
Minneapolis Symphony back from 
months’ tour and resuming pop 
Sunday and Friday night concerts. 


at 


of 


Irving Gilman, independent ex- 
hibitor, augments income by sell- 


ing pictures during spare moments 

Better Drama League induces 
‘Buzz’ Bainbridge to revive ‘Mrs. 
Wiggs of Cabbage Patch,’ Easter 
week, 

Three orchestras, including Bert 
Lown’s' Biltmore band, used _ for 
University of Minnesota’s Junior 
ball at Hotel Lowry. 

Claiming $968 unpaid rent, Hotel 
Radisson suing to. evict 3enny 
Haskell, ex-prize fighter and town’s 
most prominent legger. 

State theatre cut-rating through 
coupons only for purpose of testing 
pulling power of ‘Shoppers’ News,’ 
in which coupons appear. 

William Gillette in ‘Sherlock 
Holmes’ booked into Metrooolitan 
March 7 to 9 ahead of ‘Green Past- 
ures’ and ‘Mourning Becomes Elec- 
tra.’ 

Woman hit in face 
while walking along street suing 
Minneapolis baseball club for $10,- 
000 damages. Maybe an expensive 
homer. 

Great lobby display at 


by baseball 


Minnesota 


on Hinda Wausau, burlesque strip 
dancer. Screen trailer makes cus- 
tomers think she’s a second Lady 


without the horse. 
Finkelstein Theatres, headed by 
Harold Finkelstein, son of late M. 
L., and operating independent chain 
of Iowa has moved head- 
quarters from St. Paul to Minne- 


apolis. 
Louisville 


By M. W. Hall 


Godiva 


houses, 


Jack Dempsey, following Frankie 


Wine bout, was commissioned Ken- 
tucky colonel. 

Two bills demanding 10% tax on 
jheatre admissions and state cen- 
sorship probably lost. 

Jerry Digvins has opened Louis- 
ville Institute of Music as one of 


hopeful Conser@itory successors. 
Walter mer. Brown, re- 
ported interested in bucking F. & 
M., now at Rialto, with RKO vaude- | 
ville. 
‘ 


Crosbie, 


Loop 


It’s a girl at the Tom Fizdales, 

Ruth Betz throwing spaghetti 
bouts. 

Joe Lewis still talking about Calf- 
fornia. 

Charlie Crafts 
into the loop. 


Johnny Jones, determined to be a 
theatre operator. 


wandered back 


Sport Hermann blew east to look 


over the legit field. 

Dick Hoffman still recalls his days 
With Martin Beck. 

Moe Silver spent several Warner 
days in this district. 

Bill Pine couldn't remember the 
iuthor of ‘Gunga Din.’ 

Lou Lipstone back from New 
York with tales of woe. 

Bill Pine took a fever count sud- 


denly, but bobbed up again. 
Ashton Stevens still complaining 
about the drafts at first nights. 
Niles Trammell swung out to Dene 
ver and back by way of Omaha. 
Sam Bramson doing a _ single, 
while Ella Gordon is in New York. 


Otto Kruger getting invites to 
everything but the Rotary club so 
far. 


Ace rushed to Kansas 
them he was going net- 


Goodman 


City to tell 


work. 

Bob Hickey training his type- 
writer for the start of the Sells 
show here. 


Harry Herts setting himself for a 
long stay around town with ‘Coun- 
selor-at- Law.’ 

Will Rogers visited Al Capone 
while passing through town, causing 
raised eyebrows. 

Theatres are finding that Mayor 
Anton Cermak is an exceptionally 
diligent legit-goer. 

Garrick restaurant, originally the 
Union, now being taken over by the 
Golds of the west side. 

Martin Polka back from Germany 


and on the job trying to bolster 
the Polka Bros. theatre. 
Joe Sherman, for the first time 


in years, walked out on the loop to 
set up business in Cleveland. 
Hiarry Munns finally able to 
back into his own home now 
the kids are out of quarantine. 
Jesse Block (Block and Sully), 
philosophizes on how to feel about 
having your gags and act lifted. 
George Arliss and Walter Huston 
also volunteer to go on the ether 
for the Equity benefit broadcast, 
Jane Carpenter has deserted 
WBBM piano, and Ted 
again away from the NBC mike. 
Sylvia Slavik spending all her 
nickels inviting everybody in town 
for the Coon-Sanders loop reopen- 
ing. 
Blum’s 
with more 
around today, 
remembers, 


get 
that 


the 
Pearson 


rnotog studio plastered 
stage celebs than are 
but Nat Krone still 


L. J. Fitzgerald not due back at 
the NBC Artists Service for an- 
other three weel:s. He’s still tour- 


Paderewski. 

Monroe Wayne still running up 
and down the stockyards district 
trying to scout up enough Mexicans 
to form a guitar band. 

Local William Morris office shifts 
quarters, moving from the top floor 
of the Butler building to the 12th. 
Does not change the present staff. 
‘Sport’ Hermann guest of honor cf 
an inaugural ball by the Medinah 
Athletic club. Hermann was recent- 
ly elected potentate of the frater- 
nity. 

Mayor Cermak forgot he had an 
engagement to speak over WENR 
when he left the day before for Hot 
Springs. Another city official was 
recruited. 


ing with 


Ottawa 


Lillian Franklin gets swell picture 


in the papers. 
Don Stapleton wins another at 
St. Hubert Gun Club trapshooting, 
Harry Sedgwick is re-elected 


president of the Ontario Badminton 
association, 
Daylight saving 
tart moving day, 
annual squawks., 
Paddy Nolan helps to interview 
Hion, Ek. A. Dunlop again regarding 
the admission tax. 
Winnifred Bambrick, 


is scheduled 
May 1 


to 
despite 


featured 


harpist with Sousa’s Band, plays 
for home town folks. 

Oscar O'Shea, formerly of the Ot- 
tawa Embassy, is now established 
in Nelson theatre, Halifax. 

W. H. Ireland, Conservative whip, 


announces Imperial conference here 


in July will discuss British films. 
Kizhty pilots and 400 aircrafts- 

men of Royal Canadian Air Force 

offer services to China when noti- 


fied of release in government econ- 
omy wave. 


Joe Franklin, of Capitol, prevails 





J. H. Boswell, formerly mer. Ri- 
alto, recently accepted house man- 
agership of Rockford, Ii). RKO 
theatre. 

The Louisville Civic Theatre, a 
group for training local talent, was 
organized by Granville C. Fisher, 
formerly of the Miami Civie The- 
atre. 

Harry Martin Attractions work- 
jing on clubs, women’s organizations 
and other groups for $3,000 sub-| 
sidy in way of subscriptions for 30} 
weeks of stock. 

Sam Friedman, mer. Kentucky 





hotel, told Mac of ‘Times’ he would} 





have made up a large part of his} 
losses if he could have made sight- 
seers pay to lounge in lobby for | 
ichance glimpse of Jack Dempsey. 


upon Canadian National Railways 
to run week-end excursions from 
Montreal to Ottawa. Fare $2 for 
round trip of 260 miles. 

Jim Devitt retires at last as su- 
perintendent of Ottawa fair grounds 
and goes on pension. James Dun- 
nigan, mayor's chauffeur, get JOU 


over scores of applicants 

Rece; 
and Countess 
$26,000, Gor 
$499 js 
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Philadelphia | 


William Gravenstein renovating 
his yacht. 

Bill Cummings out as display ad 
manager of the ‘Inquirer.’ 

Nearly all local film reviewers 
now taking a whirl at radio. 

Salaries of ‘Record’ (morning 
paper) staff cut 10% last week. 

Charlie Kerr considering going 
back as pit band leader for S-W. 

Dave Idzal, Fox Theatre manager, 
just celebrated his 35th birthday. 

Lawton Thomas from publicity, 
WIP-WFEFAN to announcing WDAS. 

Fay’s indie vaudeville house in 
West Philadelphia, reported doing 
nicely, 

James McKeown now known as 
‘public relations’ man with Stanley- 
Warner. 

Stanley-Warner staff threw a 
party for William Goldman, gene- 
ral manager, last week. 

Bellevue-Stratford, conservative 
hotel, has floor show for first time 
in years, probably in history. 

Local downtown hotels making 
frantic attempts to snare theatre 
trade. Nearly anything offered. 

Art Alliance flooded with requests 
to sponsor pictures since they gave 
their okay to ‘The Guardsman.’ 

Everett Callow moved from 
Forum theatre to manage Circle; 
Art Sindlinger replacing at Forum. 

Mask and Wig rehearsing annual 
show. Called ‘Ruff Neck’ and tra- 
vesties Elizabeth and Essex theme. 

WPEN, tied up with Nixon’s on 
a Saturday morning kids’ show. 
Broadcast sponsored by local mer- 
chants. 

S-W people using ‘Man I Killed’ 
title in big letters and film’s new 
name, ‘Broken Lullaby’ in smallest 
possible type. 

El Brendel getting together with 
all the home folks during his en- 
gagement at Fox. He's got plenty 
of relatives here, 

Warwick now entering competi- 
tion with Ritz and Bellevue with 
floor show. Ben Tasman, radio 
singer, first headliner. 

Plenty of local interest here 
about Jean Sargent’s opening in 
Face the Music.’ She made her 
first hit on the Walton roof. 

Charlotte Cushman Club, for- 
merly popular hotel-home for ac- 
tresses, gave up the ghost because 
of scarcity of legit attractions. 

Rendezvous, arty eating place on 
Camac street, adds one-act melo- 
drama to its nightly $1.50 meals and 
gets a good break in business. 

Pete McGovern doing a great job 
on publicity for Nixon’s Grand. 
Plenty of news breaks with film 
Stars making stage appearances. 

Plenty of speaks reported ready 
to open in downtown district, but 
holding off to see what stand the 
new administration is going to take. 

Earle has all-local revue called 
‘Philadelphia Frolic.’ Several can- 
didates for professional careers 
anes in cast. Victor Hyde stag- 
ng. 

Circle theatre, S-W house in 
northeast section, putting in six 
acts to meet competition of newly 
reopened Frankford, playing tab 
and films. 

End of Philly’s theatre censor 
board hasn’t had much chance to 
show results because of few legits, 
but burlesque houses reported open- 
ing up wide. 

Kern Dodge, director of public 
safety in new administration, bawled 
out by W. C. T. U. and other local 
dried and blue-law advocates be- 
cause of alleged wet and too-liberal 
utterances. 

Little theatre, 200 seater on Mar- 
ket, which opened as art house, 
had to cancel ‘Streets of Sorrow,’ 
early Garbo picture. Censor board 
ordered too many cuts. Litigation 
may follow. 

The ‘Bulletin,’ notoriously tight 
in the matter of legit and movie 
publicity, now has a daily film page, 
with layouts and Hollywood letter. 
‘Evening Ledger’ followed suit and 
‘Inquirer’ is reported as consider- 
ing same thing. 


Kansas City 


By Will R. Hughes 








Publix-Dubinsky Brothers’ Liber- 
ty all rolled up. 

Alan Karf is back on the job after 
a siege with the flu. 

Management of auto show reports 
200,000 admissions for nine days. 

Annual auto show is drawing 
large crowds to American Royal 
pavilion. 

Twenty Junior Leaguers were in 
the cast of ‘Once in a Lifetime’ at 
the Orpheum. 

‘Grand Hotel’ here March 7. This 
is the fourth town to see the show. 
‘Green Pastures’ follows. 

Stock burlesque at the Gayety is 
in its seventeenth week and o. k. 
Maurice E. Cain put it over. 

First Monday evening show of 
‘Grand Hotel’ has been sold to a 
woman's charity organization. 

The sudden death Feb. 21 of John 
Peters, first string catcher, was a 
shock to his teammates. Heart dis- 
ease. 

Advance sale for Al Jolson in- 
dicates capacity for every perform- 
ance and a house record at the 
$3.85 top. 

“Street car company, it is reported, 
wil] soon turn the Yellow Cab com- 
pany back to-its original owners. 


Joint operation of cabs and trams 
did not work out. 

After three weeks at the Hotel 
Muehlebach, Ted Fio-Rito and band 
have gone to Hollywood for George 
Olson club. 


“Red,” the beautiful parrot stolen 
from the lounge of Loew’s theatre, 
Thanksgiving eve, has been re- 
turned none the worse. 


Horseback riding becoming a fad 
here. Estimated there are 10,000 
riders enjoying the sport that a 
year ago was at a very low ebb. 


Oklahoma Gy 


By George Noble 





Pretty Boy still in hiding. 
‘Vanities’ booked next month. 
Five ana 10 takes em’ all into the 
Rialto. 
- Liberty goes to 35c. and less, any 
old time. ; 

Bill Noble, veteran scribe, in hos- 
pital for rest. 

Fred Jack up from 
needle up film sales. 
Everybody in Oklahoma required 
to make state tax report. ’ 
Pepper Martin mysteriously miss- 
ing from his usual haunts. 
Wrestling getting big play with 
Nick Lutze as the local idol. 
Empress coming out of red under 
new zone direction of George Y. 
Henger. 

Reserve officers held their month- 
ly meet, but little talkie about 
Japan-China. 
John Schoeppel 
in circles, another show 
the Auditorium. ; 
Nickel pictures for kids making 
their appearance causing film man- 
agers to tear their hair. 

Bert Stern held spends 5 spot 
every week on new tricks, so he can 
be the big Bozo of the party. 
Warm weather stimulating golf 
fans. Lincoln course getting three 
new greens from Pro Art Jackson. 
‘Hlatchet Man’ display in the Mid- 
west lobby bringing exhibitors for 
miles to see how a picture should 
be sold. 

Walter Hampton 
natives with near 
mammoth Shrine 
‘Cyrano.’ 

A beaten candidate in Oklahoma 
politics never knows whether he 
has a defeat to live down or a 
moral victory to live up to. 
Saul Immerman, Warner auditor, 
dropping in. to present Jim Garst, 
new contact man, to the town. Garst 
replaces Roy Winter, transferred. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


Dallas to 


running around 
coming to 


surprising the 
sell out at the 
auditorium for 








L. B. Cool has quit that milk-and- 
cream diet. 

"wart Krug and Darrell Martin 
still loafing. 

Dick Powell putting up at the 
Keystone A. C. 

Joe May bears a resemblance to 
Jimmy Hall, the juve. 

‘Press’ latest daily to go on the 
air with news broadcasts. 

Pat Haley shoots pool and plucks 
a ukelele with his left hand. 

Lupe Velez brought her sister to 
town with her from the coast. 

Horace Heidt still after Jerry 
Mayhall to do his arrangements. 

Bob Taylor leaving the city staff 
of the ‘Post-Gazette’ to join the AP. 

Mike Cullen and the Mrs. wres- 
tling bugs and never miss a match. 

Leonard Bazell out as announcer 
at WCARE, with Jim Hays taking his 
place. 

Morty Henderson taking tap les- 
sons to remove some of those 178 
pounds. 

Cheap sections for Yehudi Menu- 
hin concert a sell-out, but $3 sale 
not so hot. ; 

Dorothy Dabney, local chorister 
at the Academy, has just been made 
a principal. 

Eddie Klein now charges a four- 
bit cover at the Tavern for Satdee 
nite only. 

Joe Hiller threatens to go back 
into the nite club business again 
this summer. 

Harry Harris got back from the 
coast sporting a Clark Gable turtle- 
neck sweater. 

William Penn hotel had to supply 
Ethel Barrymore with a private ex- 
press elevator. 

Lilyan Picard, making her stage 
debut in ‘Hot-Cha,’ is a niece of 
Arturo Toscanini. 

Howard Browning has resigned 
from the Hearst sheet here to go to 
China as a free-lance. 

Never see Buddy Rogers without 
that star sapphire ring on the little 
finger of his left hand. 

George Seibel, ‘Sun-Tele’s’ first 
string critic, picked the Barrymore 
show over Ziggy’s ‘Hot-Cha.’ 

A lady who never misses a show 
at the little Ritz theatre used to be 
a sister chorine of Marie Dressler. 

Nick Tarquin, a chef at Childs’, 
has just had a song, ‘Little Dance- 
Hall Hound,’ accepted for publica- 
tion, 

New principals in stock burlesque 
at the Academy include Chickie 
Wells, Ruth Brown, Vi Buckley and 
LaVerne Wiliems, 





New Haven 


By H. M. Bone 


Auto show went over big. 


Charlie Myers goes back: to tire 
biz. 

So Freddie Scoville’s married, is 
he? 


Louie Rapp never wears a hat, 
either, 

Wm. Lyon Phelps off to Mediter- 
ranean. 

Ray Quinn and his Kaiser Wil- 
helm haircut. 

Junior music clubs breaking out 
all over town. 

John Grinold, Paddy 
their go-carts. 

‘Elm City Clarion’ breaks out with 
Sunday edition, 

silly Elder could pinch hit for the 
Arrow Collar guy. 

Municipal airport 
costing city plenty. 

Sign of spring—yYale 
squad swinging bats. 

Ray Trotta goes to Fox, 
lyn, with Freddy Mack, 

Dick Stott has no trouble with his 
hair getting in his eyes. 

Theme song of outdoor billpost- 
ers—‘Time On My Hands.’ 

Was Walt Munson kidding Sports 
Ed. Dalquist in a cartoon? 

Plenty of favorable comment 
Roger Sherman vaude policy. 

That Louisville bid is out 
as Barney Rapp is concerned. 

Passing of vaude at Fox-Poli 
breaks Frank O’Connell’s heart. 

Teddy Hayes left Tony Acquarulo 
something to remember him by. 

Intermittent Shubert bookings 
leave Sam Horwarth plenty time. 

How is Bob Collier making out 
with his Marion, Ohio, shooting gal- 
lery ? 

Kearney Walton tried ice-skating 
where there wasn’t any ice last 
week. 

Shortening of ‘Blessed Event’ run 
gypped Ike’s crew out of half week's 
work, 

Up at Bijou Nate Rubin handles 


Carter and 


proves flop, 
baseball 


Brook- 


on 


as far 


more jobs than an employment 
agency. 
EK. G. Steinmetz, Jr., produced 


‘Mary Tudor’ at Yale theatre for 
Alumni Day. 

Concert series has kept Dag Lee 
busier than a lay-off trying to dodge 
his landlady. 

Whatever became of those ope- 
rators who used to picket the non- 
union nabes? 

Pres. Frank Terrell calls N. E. 
div. Nat’l Assn, Amusement Parks 
for convention. 

This mugg has stood for plenty of 
ribbing since Winchell announced a 
future blessed event. : 

Fri. patrons see double bill—one 
offered by theatres and one put on 
by Yale boys in audience. 

Winifred Mitchell, ex-musical 
comedy trouper, joins teaching staff 
local Paramount dance studios. 

One Tony Masseri didn’t like local 
bill and told audience so. New ad- 
dress is State Hosp. for Insane. 

Is Harry Benson, the rod-and- 
gun scribbler, the Harry Benson 
who toots a horn in Shubert orch? 

In cgnjunction with merchants’ 
bargain day Bijou sold four 50-cent 
ducats good till June 1 for one buck. 

Buck and Bubbles gave Mgr. Ber- 
nie Hynes pale cheeks when they 
blew in two minutes before their 


turn. 
New version of two-for-ones. 
Laurette Taylor offers two Barrie 


plays for single ducat at Shubert on 
March 3-4-5, 


Washington 


Mre. Adelade Hibbard and Forrest 
Orr have signed contracts with S. E. 
Cochran for the National Theatre 
Players. 

Bill Kennedy, star political re- 
porter of the ‘Star,’ elected presi- 
dent the North Capitol] Citizens’ As- 
sociation. 

Carter Barron, new director of the 
Loew houses, all set up in a swanky 
apartment and ready to throw a 
house warming. 

Joe Cook, seriously, wants to play 
a straight role this summer with the 
National Theatre Players and is 
willing to sign a contract. 

Ethel Barrymore down to the Fox 
Exchange as guests of Rudolph Ber- 
ger to see a pre-view of John and 
Lionel in ‘Arsene Lupin.’ 








Norman Baxter gets the job of 
publicity director for Governor 


Ritchie of Maryland in the race for 
the democratic nomination. 

Leonard Davis, who introduces 
Andy Kelley over the radio, stages 
a recital at the Hotel Carlton and 
draws on society—an invitation af- 
fair. 

First time this season that all 
Washington legit houses have no 
dramatic attractions. National dark, 
with Belasco Gilbert and Sullivan 
‘The Gondoliers,’ 

John Nance Garner, Speaker of 
the House, gets a new. nickname, 
‘Chaparral Jack’—and a new suit of 


morning clothes, high hat, ‘nd 
everything but spats. 
Vincent Yarra, making his first 


tour of America with a Fancho & 





Marco unit, extends the greetings 





CHATTER 


of the Philippines to Herbert 
Hoover, accompanied to the White 
House by Lou Brown, Fox publicist. 

For the first time in history of 
the Belasco theatre no mail orders 
invited when Katherine Cornel] 


brings ‘Barretts of Wimpole Street’ 
to Washington. Boxoffice open at 
7 a.m. to give government werkers 


a chance, 

Hardie Meakin sees all time box 
office records smashed at Keith's as 
the Bicentennial crowds move on 
Washington. The same situation at 
the Earle, with the National start- 
ing its shows on Monday matinee 
to catch the crowds. 

Incidentally, Ethel Barrymore did 
her worst week in Washington— 
only $11,000 at the box office. Too 
stiff opposition from ‘Hot Cha.’ 
Most of her spare time spent with 
Alice Longworth in the Senate press 
gallery watching the works. 


Birmingham 
By Bob Brown 





Temple is doing the business. 

New prices at Alabama are 
35-50. 

Cornelius Vanderbilt in town with 
a cold. 

John 
Mobile. 

Tom Allen’s new name is ‘Little 
Caesar.’ 

George Goodale’s film exchange is 
coming along. 

Melbourne Huff has been working 
a year on a short story and hasn't 
finished it yet. 

Frank Merritt and his gang wel- 
comed Hogan Hancock to town at 
the Thomas Jefferson. 

Pete Marzoni is getting a better 
break with his picture column and 
is having to work more. 

More newspaper guys out of work 
with the merger of the Mobile ‘Reg- 
ister,’ ‘News-Item’ and ‘Press’ into 
one sheet. 

Paid ads are now being accepted 
by the Chamber of Commerce or- 
gan. Idea is to make it self-sup- 
porting. No theatre ads. 

A preacher in Huntsville, Rev. 
Allen Moore, wrote Jimmie Jones a 
letter protesting bridge playing in 
public parks in Birmingham. Jones 
immediately put a stop to bridge. 


25- 


Cahill has joined WODxX, 





Fert Wayne 


By Robert Baral 





B. D. Cockrill off sick list. 

Game called ‘Guggenheim,’ is local 
fad. 

Little Sylvia King met John D. in 
Florida, but no dime. 

Horace Moses is Boswell, Jr., on 
‘Journal-Gazette’ now. 

Town divided over Maude Adams 
as Portia; Otis Skinner was liked, 
though. 

Still looking for a letter from 
Sobel; suppose ‘Hot Cha’ is taking 
up his time. 

Dell Harris and his band is using 
a lot of whistles in his arrange- 
ments at Dixiana. 

Louis Panico was the first of 
visiting orchestra leaders to play 
the popular El Patio. 

Paul Freeman heavyweight champ 
in Golden glove tourney, which was 
staged at G. E. works. 

New eaterie, Cafe Bergere, all 
done in grey, black and mauve, is 
getting the player folk. 

Benny Meroff was stumped when 
the audience demanded an imper- 
sonation of Ben Bernie. 

Robert Haley here from Daven- 
port handling publicity promotional 
work for RKO with office at Para- 
mount. 

Violet Reinwald amused about be- 
ing advertised as famous fashion 
authority on Paramount screen; she 
has taught dancing here for years, 


Detroit 


By Lee Elman 








Arthur Frudenfeld getting in trim 
by losing weight. 

Fox feed-family parties are the 
talk of the town. 

Dave Davidson took four days off 
last week to be sick. 

Doc Dave Levin getting married 
March 5. Bride a non-pro. 

Vera Brown of the ‘Times’ had 
a lot of sample treatments at the 
Geauty Show. 

Roy Kalver looking for apart- 
ment. Says he’s broke anyway he 
might as well be married. 

Danny Engle back in circulation 
again making excuses why he didn't 
invite more people to his opening. 

George Riley and the wife took 
a week's vacation and played the 
Fisher. The wife got caught up on 
her reading. 

Bud Ouimet of ‘World Wide’ got 
a three-alarm call two days late. 
It was a gag and got him up on his 
day off, if any. 

Gene Kearney at the Fisher has 
his own shortwave broadcasting set 
and sends messages for some of the 
acts playing that house, Call! letter 
wao. 


———=—=a 


Tacoma 


By Harry T. Smith 





Big $75,000 alky still knocked Over 
near here. 

Big auto show here March 10-13 
Vaud a feature. ; 

William Gillette engagement at 
Temple cancelled. 

This mug’s home prowled, but ra. 
ceipts wouldn’t buy coffee. 

Several whisperlows take 
dive. Too much on books. 

Chain afternoon sheet and mayor 
throwing onions at each other. 

Mayor arrests jobless man who 
became insistent then hired him. 


nose 


Political hangers-on trying to 
horn in on relief program of burg, 
Seattle legger visits here with 


brief case twice weekly and guaran- 
tees home delivery. 

Chief of -police bars flat foots 
from making side money off duty. 
Capt. loses job at fight shows. , 

Blue Mouse, John Hamerick main 
stem palace, using ‘Morning Ledger’ 
and ‘News Tribune’ exclusively. 

C. Heintz, Los Angeles, ad rep for 
Publix-Paramount and new Fox 
West Coast management, here for 
two days. He sold big paper agency 
idea of prosperity recuperation. 

Ralph Capone, blood and thunder 
man in Chicago, is called ‘softie’ at 


MecNeil’'s Island Federal hoosegow. 
University Wash students visited 
big house and reported back Ca- 


pone’s efforts at manual labor proved 
failure and the gangster was de- 
scribed as a ‘softie who couldn't 
stand the gaff.’ 


Seattle 


By Dave Trepp 


Bill McCurdy now ahead of ‘Apple 
Cart.’ 

Orchid 
$1.50 each. 

Czar for dye operators named to 
stop thuggery. 

Panhandlers holler about biz. Too 
much competition. 

Beer wagons parade here but de- 
livery wagons still say ‘drink pop.’ 

Gov. Gen. T. Roosevelt stops here 
en route to Manila; is feted and 
feasted. 

Laura La Plante guest starring at 
Moore for two weeks as first under 
new policy. 

Andy Gunnard still down south 
casting for Moore Productions Co., 
trying for name stars. 

Johnny Robinson, band leader at 
Venetian room, Olympic hotel, is 
law grad of Oregon U., and his 
varsity band getting good U play. 

Eddie Cooke says Shakespeare 
still has a draw, but the well 
known, time-given plays draw best. 
‘Measure for Measure’ failed to 
click. 

Self styled ‘Persian Prince’ gyps 
some in this burg, then hies to 
Canada, posing as real thing, but 
turning out to be ex-convict. And 
Seattle is not a hick town, except 
when it comes to rasslin. 


Dallas 


By Rudy Donat 


corsages at new low of 





Joe Shure’s wife ill, 

It doesn’t rain here, {t pours. 

Len Brown doing without a p.a. 

E. C. Leeves hooking up with Col 
branch. 

Rosewin and Midway, nabes, re- 
vamping. 

Kate Cornell probable for muny 
auditorium. 

Jack Groves convalescing from 
appendicitis. 

Wesley Barry, 
a club booking. 

B. G. Herber back from one of 
those swings. 

Paderewski picked this burg for 
sole Texas date. 

One radio dealer trying new out- 
let, renting ’em. 

Charlie Maxvill trying negro band 
in his Pink Cat. 

Dorothy Winfrey, dancer, off for 
F & M contract. 

RKO Majestic’s new sign said to 
have cost $22,000. 

Oliver Alberti celebrated his 32n4 
notch with a stag. 

Some crank worried because z00 
doesn't sport a camel. 

Merchants starting drive on s0- 
cialites’ rubber checks. 

Hal Ramsay, Palace organist, out, 
after second straight season. 

Abbey Irish Players stirred up 
some b.o. reaction in muny stand. 

Charles Gemora, pict ‘gorilla,’ 
stopped over to show his monkey 
suit. 

Papes bragging 
hometowner, Myrtie 
‘Hot-Cha.’ 

To show their boss they can work, 
too, ‘Dispatch’ muggs turned news- 
ies for an extry. 

Little theatre’s new low, $500, for 
Pirandello’s ‘Six Characters’ kinda 
excited the underwriters. 

Negro amateurs incorporated for 


picts, around for 


another 
in 


over 
Garner, 


a musical, ‘Heaven Bound,’ with 
cast of only 1,100 warblers. 

Piano tuners assn. out to boost 
biz, if any, with new slogan, ‘see 


your piano tuner at least twice each 
year.’ 

Elizabeth Gerard, town’s would 
be Marion Talley, will show the n4a- 
tives what their dollars did in Italy 





Does local bow in May 
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TIMES SQUARE 





Tuesday, March 1, 


VARIETY 











—— 





Nickle bread back. 

Jess Springer in town. 

emic of colds here. 

Se eolight ballroom folds. 

Closed banks to open soon. 

Freak show on Main street folds. 

RKO Palace, Akron, tryout house 

his area now. 
Sataikere for local park to replace 
gilents offered nightly as biz plug. 

Burly stock out at Grand, Akron, 
after city executives revoke license. 

Loew's switches openings from 
Sunday and Thursdays to Tues- 
days and Fridays. 

Akron RKO Palace goes back to 
weekly policy, after several months 
ef split week shows. 

Inez Leedam, tabster, gets break 
with local stock company when in- 
genue weds and quits. 

Kay Kyser due back soon at New 
Land o’ Dance, doing one and two 
nighters through Ohio. 

Loew shifts new program open- 
ings from Thursday and Saturdays 
to Tuesday and Fridays. 

Pop song venders make their ap- 
pearance on Market street after ab- 
gence of several weeks. 

Free .permit for Akron apple 
peddlers, but must get consent from 
building owners where they oper- 
ate. 

Isham Jones band winds up month 
of one niters here and goes into 


—— ee . —— 
Canton, 0. | Cleveland 
By Rex McConne By Glenn C. Pullen 
Dick Cummings back in radio biz 
here. 
| City-wide pinochle contests latest 


Golden Pheasant Restaurant for 12) 


weeks. 

Loew's and Warner Palace still 
getting 40 cents top for pictures, 
only houses hereabouts at this level] 
and doing only fair. 

Burlesque folds at Grand, Akron, 
after two years when city revokes 
license for the house. C. W. Brill, 
promoter, protests. 

Kay Kyser, Isham Jones, Henry 
Busse, Coon Sanders and Jean Cal- 
loway, all due to play New Land 0’ 
Dance within month. 

Dorothy Stone, informed of death 
of grandmother, finishes engagement 
with husband at RKO Youngstown, 
then goes east for the funeral. 

Bob Wilson, once a radio crooner, 
has been conscripted for regular an- 
nouncer WADC, Akron ,when George 
Houston departs for New York. 

Edythe Siegrist, aerialist, granted 
right by court to continue to use 
Siegrist name for act, after she is 
granted divorce from Charles Sieg- 
rist. 

Walter Ambler’s co-operative 
stock at Grand doing well as com- 
pany inaugurates its fifth month. 
Show to go under canvass about 
May 1. 

Musicians’ local puts stop to re- 
mote control programs from 
dance halis, when local station re- 
fuses to use union musicians on its 


programs. 
Co-op stock company at Grand 


enters fifth month, with stage hands 
and musicians getting almost scale 
only twice. Company should hang 
on now till spring. 

A. H. Buehrig, Loew’s manager, 
sets off real fireworks in observance 
of Canton house's fifth anniversary. 
Traffic tied up while flood lights play 
on house and whistles blow. 

Musicians’ local officials squawk- 
ing because pit band at Grand are 
not making scale in co-operative 
stock setup. Musicians, idle two 
years, say it means cakes for them. 

Cleveland Rosenblum Celtics, 
world’s champion pro basketball 
team, fails to draw in Cleveland 
and will play in Canton one night 


a@ week for next two months. Top 
a half buck. 
Youngstown cops walk in = on 


‘strip’ show in downtown hall, ar- 
resting four girls and two musicians. 
Promoters made their escape in the 
confusion. Report 800 tickets sold 
at a buck apiece and only half this 
number could geet in. 


Toledo 


By Dick McGeorge 


Phil Gibbs a benedict. 

Board ball new craze here. 

Jean Bedini in town last week. 

A letter on the way to Usilton. 

Police reporters playing bridge. 

Lang Kumler out at the Pantheon. 

Granada starts with second runs. 
me, ally Caldwell has his golf sticks 
— hires nephew at $3,000 per 

ar, 

Lynn Pric ro0e 
‘Star.’ ca ee 


Stoopnagle and Bud new radio 
craze, 


Ed Martin leaves the ‘Blade’ to go 
traveling. 
Valentine hereafter to be known 
as Loew’s, 
Opening as 
eral weeks. 
Clark Gable 
taxi driver. 
> or ap tor ® 
' Ray Allison hasn’t been seen for 
Several weeks. 
Harry Callahan 
couple of weeks. 
Blade’ tied up with Par. for the 





to the Lima 


Loew’s delayed sev- 


has a double here. A 


stoppine for a 


magician, Nicola. 
News Bee’ Headpin tourney at-| 


tracting hundreds. 

m Diary of a Stooge’ drawing favor- 
able comment here. 

t Loew's and Paramount scooped 
aaa With war pictures. 

31 Princess continues double run and 
still looks for the trade. 
‘Journey's End’ to be produced by 
"ar veterans here with own cast 


the 


local | 


will be the first legit in the Palace 
for more than a year. 

Dave Davies writing script for 
police dramas over WSPD. 

Speakeasy patronized by stage 
people bumped by city police. 

Black and White Revue at the 
Empire held for second week. 

Roy Sherman, pres. of the boxing 
commission, running for sheriff. 

Thelma Smith and brother Bunny 
join the burlesk stock troupe. Rosa- 
mond May also is back. 

Booking of Horace Heidt for De- 
Molay dance has caused a splurge in 
ticket sales for the struggle booked 
for March 4. 


Wally Caldwell, at Loew’s, al- 
though he has been here but 18 
months, is the dean of the Rialto 


since Winters is gon O’Connell, 
Dannenberg, Feigley, Gollner, Lang 
Kumler and Winters all gone from 
managerial positions. 

Alton C. Saunders, 76, of Hillsdale, 
Mich., maker and mender of violins 





which some of the world’s best 
known artists now carry, died last 
week. One of his possessions was a 


300-year-old Stradivarius, 


Brooklyn 
By Jo Ranson 

Blanche Livingston freelancing. 

Ed Cherry having tonsil trouble. 

Bob Shapiro of Par staff married. 

Maurice Bergman has sinus trou- 
ble. 

Bom Weitman is smiling. 
girl. 

Les Kaufman contemplating nup- 
tials. 

Vine Manelli 
stage shows. 

Henry Spiegel joins 
bowling team. 

Morris Kinzler going to write Eva 
Tanguay’s memoirs. 

Earl Barron replaces Irwin Blaine 
as announcer at WLTH. 

Everett Crosby pulling strong 
man act with new rowing machine. 

Eddie Paul dickering with com- 
mercial sponsor for national hook- 
up. 

Bing Crosby and Art Jarrett have 
to travel to New York for broad- 
casts. 

WBBC and WCGU sever relations 
after two years for independent 
| operation. 


It’s a 


supervising Par’s 


sing Crosby’s 





| Denver 


Frank Culp recovered from flu. 

Rex theatre reopened by Ben 
Carter. 

Jim Hughes resigns as Universal 
salesman. 

H. T. Nolan on annual Browns- 
ville, Texas, vacation. 

Ross Bluck made office manager 
RKO-Pathe exchange. 

Breakfast club (200) eat break- 
fast on Orpheum stage. 

George Bent, Orpheum organist, 
gets the crowd singing. 

Skouras Bros. and Oscar Old- 
know were here Saturday. 

Councilman to take wine-tonic 
bribery charge before grand jury. 

Bob Cain, Fox salesman, stalled 
in train On Cumbres pass six days. 

R. D. Mason, Orpheum chief of 
personnel, and Doris Clarkin of 
Hollywood married here. 

Margaret Perry visited her grand- 
mother here and went on to the 
coast to appear in MGM pictures. 

L. L. Savage takes job as special 
representative with Columbia, Ter- 
ritory from Denver west, including 
coast. 

Gardner Wilson, coming from 
Mainstreet, Kansas City, publicity 
director Orpheum. Former ‘Variety’ 
mugg. 

Sam Feinstein, former manager 
RKO exchange, has taken territory 
for ‘Passion Play’ from Denver 
west. 

Betty Craig, motion picture editor 
‘Post,’ collapsed with stomach trou- 
ble while at work and taken to hos- 
pital. 

Parney Rose 
change manager, 


new Universal ex- 
succeeding C. J. 


Feldman, who goes to coast as 
salesman. 

Gus Cohn, manager, and Bill 
Egren, head booker Rocky Moun- 


tain division Foxwesco, to L. A. for 
conference. 

Ray Marshbanks promoted from 
treasuryship Kansas City Main- 
street to assistant manager Den- 
ver Orpheum. 

Manager Swiger and Assistant 
Shuttee guaranteed ‘Broken Lullaby’ 
from stage and offered money back 
if any wished it. 

Otis Skinner 
‘Merchant 
three days at 
March. Earl 

April 11-13. 

Snowstorm only 
stopped Dick Adams 
golf last Tuesday. 
|; caddy to shovel snow 
|make at least nine 

Out-of-town exhibs on film row: 
Ed Schulte, Casper, Wyo.; Kenneth 
i Powell, Palisade, Neb.; Fred foot- 
Iman, Colo. Springs; ; Cain, 


and Maude Adams 
of Venice’ booked 
groadway last ol 
Carroll's ’Vanities,' 


in 


that 
playing 
to 


could 


thing 
from 
Tried 
so 
J 


ics, 


he 


ho 





Sam 
| Pueblo, and Ed Anderson, Ft. Mor- 
gan, Colo. 





Lincoln, Neb. 


By Barney Oldfield 





Rialto folds. 

Lincoln theatre open. 
Best spot on Berger time. 
Local art exhibit drawing. 

Flu epidemic going the rounds 





Annual dollar day packed the 
town. 

$100,000 drop off in auto license 
plates, 

More feminine’ strollers seen 
| smoking. 


‘Good’ stuff goes for nine bones 
per gal. 

Eddie Jungbluth didn’t connect 
with CBS. 

Vernon Conover is a taxidermist 
on the side. | 

Joy Sutphen gets lots of mail in| 
favor of stock. | 
| 


State Fair to be a six instead of 
eight-day show. 
Adam Krieger claims world light 


|heavy mat title. 


|to recent Stuart robbery. 











get | 


i 
| comic 


Charlie Shire formal with 
boys and it burns ’em. 
Two Chariton, Ia., lads confessed | 


press 


Hart Jenks sold Shakespeare for 
three extra performances. 

Eddie White had to hold Des} 
Moines off two weeks—flu. 
Fights ruled out of 
probably go to Auditorium. 

Churches housing musical presen- 
tations opposition to theatres. 

Johnny Lee, fighting referee, 
jam with state boxing comish. 

No frat men or football players 
in recent university liquor raid. 

Baseball dropped from U. of N. 
sport calendar in cutting expense. 

Nebraska U. gals intend to elect 
a ‘Most popular man’ at leap year 
party. 

All prominent citizens ribbed in 
song and dance at annual gridiron 
dinner. 

Bridge tables in theatre lounges 
popular. Patrons go to the show an 
hour early to play. 

Public dough going for ‘Wonder 
Bar’ since Civic Opera broke annual 
appearance schedule. 

Solomon Rickner, oldest 
white man, celebrated his 
birthday with a party. 

Doc Barrett, owner of largest 
‘Uncle Tom’ show, is re-equipping 
for the road late in April. 

Average seven features per week | 
for midnight screenings in Cooper- | 
Publix houses. Managers and cricks 
never sleep. | 

| 


Liberty; 


in 


VU. &. 


- 


111th 











Intimation that station KFOR 
might discontinue was an_ error. 
Ether link has merely moved to dif- 
ferent quarters. 

Lincoln theatre, dark nearly a 
year, undergoing overhauling for 
opening Feb. 22 with ‘Emma.’ Will 
go for 50-35-10. 

Bob Russell, state league presi- 
dent, was congratulated at a recent 
baseball confab for being able to be 
sued for $20,000. 


Duluth 


By James Watts 








E. R. Ruben, Publix Northwest 
mogul, visits here. 

Alan Wallace, director of the Lit- 
tle theatre, has a son. 

Vandals tour city slashing auto 
tires during late evening. 

‘White collars’ seen among snow- 
shoveling crews on streets. 

One Duluthian is said to have 
$15,000 in gold cached in a bank 
vault. 

Aviation club organized here to 


promote aviation and airports in 
the Northwest. 
Fair weather is bringing the 


crowds back to the theatres after 
two weeks of frigid blasts. 

Duluthian Orientals are fighting 
the Japs with chop suey. Chinese 
here send $15,000 to homeland for 
war. 

Gordon & McKibbin hats, $1; 
suits, $1; neckties, 2 for 5 cents; 
shirts, 10 cents. All in one news- 
paper ad. 

Mrs. Bernhard Silberstein, Du- 
luth’s first bride and widow of late 
safety commissioner and merchant, 
dies at 82. 

Mme. Sigrid Onegin, contralto, 
found the big armory virtually sold 
out when she arrived here for a 
concert Friday, Feb. 19. 

Publix theatres of Duluth, Supe- 
rior and range cities are observing 





Al Anson week, dedicated to the 
Publix district manager. 

Manager Spaeth of the Lyric 
wants to know why prowlers 
smashed the front doors and left! 
without taking any souvenirs. 

Mrs. T. L. Chapman and Marion 


Schmidt won city championship in 
the ‘Herald-Hotel’ Duluth contract | 
bridge tourney over a field of 194. | 

Receivership asked here for Wal- | 
ter R. Whiteside, Duluth and Tulsa | 
sportsman and owner of Tulsa 
hockey team and $1,000,000 stadium 

Col. William F. Henry, business 
manager of ‘The Herald,’ elected 
vice president of Midland Press as- | 
sociation for Minnesota Chicag¢ 
convention. 

Nobody hurt this week in 
opera warfare between 


a+ 
“ar 


tne 


Du- |: 





luth and Superior union mt 





for broadcasting rights over Sta- | 
tion WEBC. 

‘Hell Divers,’ heralded by a big 
| ballyhoo at the Lyceum, headed into 
an Arctic blast with sheets of glare | 
ice over the entire ci A change 
in weather bro ht bi houses for | 
| most of the week 

Kk. H. (Gene) Harbison, actor and 
stage manager at the Little theatre 
new president of the Minnesota So- 
ciety of the Sons of American 
| Revolution. Frank Tenney, former 
president of Little theatre, heads 
the Duluth chapter of the S.A.R. 

Ann McEwe daughter of W. E. 
McEwen, labor editor, sails for 
Engiand to Mrs. Edgar Wallace. 
She will collaborate with Mrs. Wal- | 
lace in dramatizing works of the 
late novelist. She was assistant to 
Mr. Wallace at Hollywood during 


the early winter 


Little Leona Moffatt, aged 12, 
Wins 14th annual Superior dog 
|derby by strategy. Holding her 
pooch, Teddy, in leash at the start 
while other dogs engaged in a free- 
for-all fight, she made the course 
twice before the other snarling 
muts had made the first round. 

I di li 
By H. Gene Haynes 
Charlie Davis band {is still unoc- 


upied. 
James 
players. 
Hall Bailey 
ballroom. 
Bandits nicked 
total of $185. 
Ethel Barrymore coming to Eng- 
lish’s week March 17. 
Rotary club’s district 


Leoy now with 


band playing Lyric 
two neighbs for 


convention 


helped out picture grosses. 

Al Sky and his band back in at 
Indiana roof for short period. 

Joe Elliott, monologist for years, 


has opened a key and lock shop. 

‘Prestige’ pulled out early at In- 
diana to give ‘Shanghai Express’ 
nine-day run. 

Plans for Charlie Davis band to 
go into Circle, Publix house, have 
been abandoned. 

Mrs. George 
received award 
France, art 


Mess, 
at 


show 


local artist, 


Ed Resener, former violin soloist | 
with Davis band, now playing in 
English orchestra, 

Berkell players, now at Keith's, 
augmented last week with Blue} 
Grass colored band. 

Police and firemen again collect- 
ing old clothing for needy. Thea- 


tres co-operating on screens. 

They are bringing their lunches 
now on Monday’s when Lyric and 
Apollo give away an auto free. 

Margery Williams, lead at Berkell 
stock in Keith's, was in Chicago re- 


cently negotiating for sale of a play. | 


Lupe Velez flies through. Says 
John Gilbert is just another man. 


On way to Pittsburgh and ‘Hot- 
Cha’ bid. 

Ted Nichols, Publix p. a., hurried 
by plane to help out Ohio State 


theatre owners’ 
at Columbus, O. 

Satisfied with showing of first all 
German talker, Circle is pulling out 
‘No One Man’ and showing for two 
days ‘Die Privatsekertaerin.’ 

The ‘News’ is running a series of 
‘Hoosiers in Movies,’ pointing out 
screen names born in Hoosierland. 
Series is timed to hit releases at 
local houses, including Carole Lom- 
bard, who is heading cast at Circle 
this week. 

Tom Kelly, actor at downtown 
hotel, bewailed loss of auto tire from 
rear rack, Going up front he noted 
slip under windshield wiper. ‘The 
person taking your tire had license 
No. so-and-so! Police nabbed the 
thief. Now Kelly is looking for his 
benefactor. 

Indianapolis’s annual auto show 
closed its eight-day run Saturday 
night (20) to a total gross of about 
$18,000. Figures are much less than 


meeting last week 


in 1931. Management even went so 
far as to provide free taxi service 


to the State fair ground where the 
show was held. 


Westchester 


Door throngers 
polic2 at Ossining 

Charles R. Tighe, 
urer of newly 
Producers. 


Kevin, yo 


shunted off by 
show houses, 

Yonkers, treas- 
formed FProadcast 


£& son 


Alin 


if Roy C. An- 


drews hurt in coasting accident at 
Tarrytown. 

Mrs. Mary Hetter secures sepa- 
|} ration and alimony from husband, 
| Louis, Mt. Vernon musician. 

Can of food admission to Sid 
Lehman's theatre one day last 
week at Hasting-on-Hudson. 

Parkway Garten-Haus North 
White Plains, succeeds one burned 
out at Larcnmont a month ago. 

All hands home by 2 a. m. by 
edict of White Plains police. After | 


nderer “A 


17 } : 
vill be ques- 





ti ned 

Koran, mind reader. hooked up 
with Yonkers ‘Herald’ on query 
column during week's stay at RKO 
Proctor’s, Yonkers. Hit. 


3erkell | 


Fountainebleau, | 


isicians | thing. 


Gangland’s guns settling local 
|} corn sugar problem, 

Free coffee and cake served by 
Park at midnight shows. 

Restaurant boys preparing for 
‘Electra’ at Ohio March 7. 

Local Theatre Guild opens ew 
headquarters with carnival. 

Paul Yaple, ex-mugger, now ped- 
dling new Argentine soft-drink. 
| Murray Winkler of Cameo has 
ideas about western burly chain. 
| Mary Elizabeth Gleason back 
from two years dancing in Spain 

Carl Osborn, singer, saved 
WJAY’s radio interfe ‘ from 
| lire. 
Eddie Miller at Cameo engaged 
to Flo McDonald, dancer in ‘Fol- 
lies.’ 
| Rex O'Malley left ‘Experience 


Unnecessary’ for part in new N. Y. 
play. 
| Norman Siegel, ‘Press’ radio ed, 


in Miami, with Beverly Dean pinch- 
hitting. 

| Tatso Johnson has scrammed for 
|} opening in Detroit stock’s ‘Payment 
Deferred.’ 

Ed Jacobs of ‘News’ swipes ‘Pee- 
dee’s’ idea of running movie time 
schedules 

Ken Murray spent most of time 
checking sales of his new book in 
book stores. 

| With Prohib squad _ abolished, 
| speaks are bringing expensive bars 


|} out of storage. 

| Olsen and Johnson, 
slated for 105th St., shifted to 
ace for March 5. 

They're rumoring that McLaugh- 
lin & Manheim will rent Ohio this 
summer for stock. 

Sidney Dannenberg made head of 
advertising and publicity for War- 
ner’s 33 Ohio houses. 

Cal DeVoll, song writer for Gene 
and Glenn, makes stage debut with 
radio team at Palace. 

‘Man Who Played God’ and ‘Lady 
With Past’ first films to rate hold- 
over in several months. 

Tommy Bing Corcoran 
for Palace’s organlog as 
when not running elevators. 

Ubangi tribe’s interpreter said 
they won't play any more theatre 
dates, preferring to do circuses. 

‘Girl Crazy’s’ time schedule made 
State’s bill longest on record, with 
last feature starting at 11 p. m. 

Harry Richman discovered « 
singing pal in Al Schenck, m. c. for 
Frankie Burns’ spot for six months. 

Toni Silvestro whistles lullabies 
| when wife brings his new seven- 
|} pound baby-girl around to his cafe. 
| Lita Grey Chaplin leaving in July 


originally 
Pal- 


doubles 


singer 





i 
| 
} 

1a 
| os 


for southern France to visit her 
} tw . — : . 

;} two sons living there with her 
| mother. 


Chuck Seamon, WJAY announcer, 
| likes to tell how his grandfather, 
Dore Dare, was first to tight rope 
it across Niagara Falls. 





Buffalo 


By Sidney Burton 


All Shea-Publix 
houses down to 25c. 

Legitimate houses go dark again 
next week indefinitely. 

Town flooded with theatre two- 
for-ones and thrift books. 

Lafayette now plugging over 500 


neighborhood 


one-sheet lithographs weekly. 
Saturday night’s midnight bene- 
| fit for unemployed turned in over 


$5,000. 

Kreutzberg and his dancing 
group in for one night at Erlanger, 
Friday. 


Jimmy Goodrich, former lght- 
weight champ, filed bankruptcy 
petition. 


Gayety reported closing shortly 
with Palace ditto, maybe due to ex- 
piring lease. 

Western New York one-nighters 
reported begging for ‘flesh’ appear- 
ances. Magicians and handcuff 
kings in demand. 


Connecticut 


| Dramatic stock at Empress, Dan- 
bury, folds. 
Palace, Danbury, 
thermometers, 
Exclusive Choate school, Walling- 
ford, being wired for sound. 
State police trying to clamp down 
lid on 
bling. 
George 
| demand 
speaker, 
Sidney K. Bennett and Madeleine 
writers, New York, mar- 
| ried at Danbury. 
| Edward Ginty, former actor, ar- 
|rested at Danbury as gambling 
| house proprietor. 
| Harold G. Cummings, manager of 
Palace, Danbury, joined by wife and 
| two daughters from 
Danbury Lions hear 
B. E. Hoffman, general 
the Eastern div 
| Pros. theatres. 
} William Fleming, manager of 
houses in Southern states 
Waterbury suffering 
of voice, 








giving 


away 


Danbury’s wide-open gam- 





Howell, retired actor, in 
in Danbury’ territory as 





| FH. 


. 
Glass, 


Boston. 
address by 
manager of 


ision of Varner 


various 
j}mt ! 


trom 


is home in 


loss 
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Cincinnati 


By Joe Kolling 





Sid Ten Eyck and Bob Burdette 


personaling in tanks. 


Sisters Three signed for another 


year by ‘nation’s station.’ 


Tony Wons mingling with friends 


of his former Crosley days. 
Martin Starr glorified Zieggy 
beauts in every sheet in sight. 


Nadalie Haburton tossed ‘Radio| 
Dial’ editorship, Henry Segal took 
it. 

Redland Field sold out for Reds’ 
opening game, same as in years 
past, 

Peaches Browning current added 
attraction at Empress, burlycue 
house, 

Homecoming week for Harry 
Richman, Hal Le Roy and Ann Lee 


Patterson. 

Zoo in arrears on wages of keep- 
ers: no opera season likely there 
next summer. 

Early start for Island Queen 
moonlight dance excursions prior to 
opening of Coney Island. 


Morton Downey judging anti- 
hoarding essay contest; Bill Dan- 
ziger’s plug in ‘Times-Star.’ 

Radio programs heard regularly 
in RKO Paramount lobby; only the- 
atre here servicing air fans. 

Nordland and Ufa use one 24- 
sheet spot a week; RKO papers city 
and environs with three-sheet 
stands. 


‘Post’ front pages RKO publicity 
yarn about Ercward G. Robinson 
playing season of stock at Orpheum 
for $25 per week in 1915. 


Spokane 


By Ray Budwin 








The Liberty is holding Marlene 
Dietrich in ‘Shanghai Express’ for 
eight days. 

Dr. George Rockwell (RKO head- 
liner) tied up with the ‘Daily Chron- 
icle’ on a health series. 

Clarence Rhodes, Seattle, takes 
over secretarial duties for Joe 
Cooper, RKO Orpheum manager. 

Singers’ Midgets showed to ca- 
pacity at the Orpheum over the 
week-end. ‘Ladies of the Jury’ was 
the film. 

Liberty doing well with ‘Broken 
Lullaby’ (‘The Man I Killed’). Pix 
to do a whole week. Show got raves 
from dailies. 

Frank Gaby did well at the Fox, 
with all locals panning Lil Dagover 
in ‘Woman from Monte Carlo,’ 
Fanchon & Marco idea on stage. 


Fox (Fanchon & Marco and films) 
all set for showing of Billy Rose’s 
‘Crazy Quilt’ March 17. Floyd Max- 
well, manager, states no other defi- 
nite show dates have been con- 
tracted, 


Charles York, formerly of Spo- 
kane and old-timer in show biz in 
Northwest, has returned to promote 
local wrestling. Until recently York 
was with Fanchon & Marco in 
California. 

The Fox will inaugurate a policy 
of playing road attractions March 
17, with Billy Rose’s ‘Crazy Quilt.’ 
Will show at a local film house for 
one night. Fanchon & Marco are 
splitting the week at the Fox, with 
the stage shows and pix running 
for three days, beginning Fridays. 


Milwaukee 


By Frank J. Miller 


Chicago Press club. 

‘Mourning Becomes Electra’ slated 
for Pabst after Chicago run. 

Three young Milwaukee theatre 
men went through bankruptcy. 
Frank Marasco, Wisconsin ‘News’ 
artist, is a favorite singer on WISN. 
George Camp doing double duty 
at Davidson during Tony Thenee’s 
illness. 
Stanley 
suburban 
Skouras. 
Mayor 


Siegelbaum 
Milwaukee 


supervising 
houses for 


Movietone 
Milwaukee 


news- 
made 


Hoan in 
reel telling how 
the grade. 

Mayor Hon upheld by 
preme court in revoking 
marathon license. 

Howard Herzog freelancing pub- 
licity. Formerly Fox Midwesco ad- 
vertising manager. 

Semi-civic Auditorium had $1,°00 
more in receipts in January than 
same time las year. 

Guy Helms, Milwaukee newspaper 


state su- 
Arcadia 


man, died at Salisbury, N. C., where 
he went for his health. 
Pinky Mitchell, erstwhile welter- 


weight champion, has announced 
candidacy for sheriff’s job. 
James C. Wall once produced 
summer opera at the Davidson and 
sang Koko in ‘The Mikado.’ 


Edwin Pfister, singing cop, has 
resigned to become soloist for one 
of the local Christian Science 


churches. 

Wisconsin symphony financing 
completed. Organization will bring 
better music to Wisconsin’s smaller 
communities 

Jack Dempsey made the highest 
bid for gloves used in his recent 
local bouts and the $250 went to the 
News Xmas fund. 

Ina Thomas, playing at the Gay- 
ety, grantea divorce from Fred 
Zumwalt, her trombone player hus- 
band, on grounds of non-support. 
Myrtle Ross, Bert Brown, Blosser 
Jennings and Manfred Gross headed 
cast that put on ‘The Love Song,’ a 
new Gross play at a local neighbor- 
hood theatre. 

Eddie Garrigan, once manager of 
Davidson hotel, and Jake Dornuff, 
connected with barber shop in same 
building, died the same week. Many 
show folk friends. 

Theatre owners, heeding request 
of Fire Chief Steinkellner, tenta- 
tively agreed to stop smoking in 
houses. Ordinance against practice 
now in the making. 
Eighteen musicians, 
ership of Sol Shapiro, now filling 
Alhambra orchestra pit. Manager 
Fred Meyer says it is up to the 
audiences. If they show they want 
the orchestra it will stay. 

Robert Armstrong, Lowell Sher- 
man and Harry Bannister were at 


under lead- 





one time leading men in Milwaukee 





stock. It was here that the famous 
team of Robert Armstrong and 
James Gleason began to function. 


Rochester 


By Don Record 





Nickel beer on tan. 
Fourteen snowstorms in Feb. 
Darrow film played three weeks at 





Jack Keegan new Warner district 
manager. 

Vic Poynter switched from State 
to Venetian. 

New court house cost totals $8,- 
104,286 officially. 

Al Kvool now state supervisor of 
Skouras theatres. 

Ted Weems playing long engage- 
ment at Schroeder. 

Mayor Hoan honorary member 


the Little. 

Arthur P. Kelly set to return to 
the Eastman theatre as p. &. 

Junior Workers lost 1,000 berries 
on Winston Churchill lecture. 

Main stem barber shop gives free 
manicure with 50-cent haircut, 

Capitol theatre putting on Buck 
Jones as stage single this week. 

West’s Worid Wonder Shows 
booked for the Exposition Sept. 5-10. 

Publix said to have lost heavily in 
26 months’ operation of the Eastman 
theatre, 

tochester theatre managers back- 
ing bill to compel film censors to 
tell why. 

Neighborhood kids put on vaude 
show at Dixie theatre Saturday 
matinees. 

Company here makes aspirin tab- 
lets in pastel shades to match mood 
or frocks, 

George Keller, advance man for 
‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin,’ here arranging 
sponsorship. 

Emanuel Rubinstein has invented 
a musical typewriter for tapping out 
musical scores. 

Depression has 
Even the swankiest 
their waiting lists. 

Usherettes give birthday cake to 
Lester Pollock, assistant manager 
of Loew’s Rochester. 

Olsen and Johnson put $10 in 
bank, city to get it with compound 
interest in 150 years. 
Rowland G. Edwards, 
Auditorium stock, speaks 
high school English classes. 
Lost articles don’t stay so long, 
showing patrons more thrifty, says 
Manager Robert E. Hicks of the 
Century. 

Tom Grierson, organist at RKO 
Palace, out with nervous break- 
down. Helen Ankner of WHAM 
radio staff replaces. 

Georges Carpentier denied he 
came to Rochester to see Lita Grey 
Chaplin, who was headlining the 
vaude bill at the RKO Palace, 
Arthur F. Kohmann, cafe man, 
and William Hassett, once manager 
of the Hotel Rochester, are operat- 
ing city’s home for homeless men. 
Leonard Campbell re-elected pres- 
ident of Rochester Musicians’ Pro- 
tective Association. Harry Water- 
house, v-p, and William F. Wenner, 
secretary. 

Ross Alexander, who appeared 
with Francine Larrimore in ‘Let Us 
Be Gay’ and now has a five-year 
contract with Paramount, visited 
home here. 

Gloria Lee and Harris Bros., here 
on Palace vaude bill, renewed ac- 
quaintance with Charles Kramer, 
former hoofer in ‘Scandals,’ now 
running studio here. 

‘Times-Union’ got 300 replies in 
RKO Palace word contest. Hav 
Nash, p. a., bet Promotion Manager 
Donnovan a new hat that the D. & 
C. would double that number. D. & 
Cc. pulled 2,789 replies. Hay thinks 
he should get at least eight new 


hit the clubs. 
are taking in 


director of 
before 





hats. 
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OM aE i ers 


Par 


Radio outlets... 


Swimming 


H. A. LANZNER, , General _Manager 


Who Lives at 
The Park Central? 


MONG guests at The Park Central 

are prominent 

phase of human endeavor. 

the screen, musical comedy, vaudeville 

and drama, select it because of its quiet 

serenity, excellent service and proximity 
to all theatres and railroads terminals. 


-Electric refrigeration. ...Period 
salons and roof patios for private functions.... 


pool....Golf.. 
equally untisual and desirable. 


Largest Single Rooms 
in New York 


PHONE CIRCLE 7-8000 


tral 


56 St. at 7th Ave., New York City 








leaders in every 


Stars of 


-.and other features 








San Francisco 


Radio Guide folded after two mos. 

Jean Wakefield chanting with Tom 
Gerun’'s band. 

Gene Karlin out as 
mier, Oakland. 

Harry Nunan 
Edison theatre. 

La Argentina’s two dance concerts 
sellouts at Tivoli. 

Adele Burian off the KYA staff; 

Arizona for her health, 

Marie De Vaux, ‘The Little French 
Girl,’ from KPO to --FRC. 

Cy Trobbe wielding the KPO ba- 
ton after a hospital experience. 

Local bootleggers using poison in- 
stead of machine guns; not so much 
noise. 

Paul Ash toasted the schnozzle a 
brilliant cerise while vacationing at 
Sonoma. 

Maxwell McNutt, president Rodeo 
Association of America, back from 
Tucson convention, 

Billy Rose back to New York after 
seeing ‘Crazy Quilt’ off to a good 
start at the Curran. 

Selby Oppenheimer bringing Sigrid 
Onegin into Tivoli Feb. 29 for a 
night of contralto-ing. 

Dino Alessi and orch. on Dobbsie’s 
program over KFRC for four weeks 
before starting on a concert tour. 
Three Ambassadors from L. A.’s 
Cocoanut Grove to Mark Hopkins 
with Anson Week’s ork. Henry 
Warner out. 

Billy Jones, Ernie Hare and NBC 
hosts to a flock of newsmen at an 
informal pow-wow before the team 
leaves for the East. 

Al Warshauer swears it’s true that 
a straight-faced fella phoned him 
at the Warfield the other day and 
asked: ‘Is George Washington play- 


manager Pre- 


new manager of 


to 


his 





Galveston 


By George A. Seel 





Beach scheduled to open Aprt! 10, 
Splash Day. 

Bruce Olds and band move tg 
Virginia Inn, recently opened. 


Locals negotiating with circus 
man to place elephant farm here 
‘Sprechen' sie deutsch’ heard 


plenty here since visit of Karlsruhe, 


German sailors made a big hit 
with girls. Teutons had lots of ‘it,’ 
but no money. 

Harley Sadler, tent stock, folded 
ifter playing for month to good biz 
under Shrine auspices. 

J. H. Yeargan, Jr., resigns as sece 


retary Booster club. 


cle theatre at 


Promoted Cire 
Dallas several 


years 

ago. 
Henry C. Fuller, editor Nacog.- 
doches, Texas, paper says his book, 
‘The Texas Sheriff,’ will be 


screened. 


Harry Cohen, former publisher 


‘Tribune’ here, now advertising 
manager ‘Gargoyle,’ society month- 
ly, Houston. 


Harley Sadler stock company 
good biz last week, 
cess proving good 
does the trick. 


Trenton 


did 
consistent suc- 
showmanship 


Town going wild over ping-pong. 

James Kerney and wife are off to 
Florida. 

Harry Weissblatt is writing an- 
other book. 
Phil Gordon's 


uncle, General Gil- 


kyson, bought him a new car. 
Fifth beauty parlor falls prey to 
terrorist bombs since first of year. 


George Gershwin was in town for 


dinner party at home of R. V. Kuser, 
Fox stockholder. 

Rebuilt RKO Capital, which was 
destroyed by fire last year, opens 


Friday night, vaud-film. 
Hunt theatre offering ‘leap year’ 
treat, woman taking in _ escort 
gratis if she pays at boxoffice. 
George Anthiel treats Trenton 
concert, playing for first 


to 
time 





ing in your picture, “The Hatchet | 
Man” ?’ 


newly-composed ‘Creole’ for 
and orchestra. 


piano 
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GILBERT MILLER presents 
Edna Herbert 
BEST MARSHALL 


in 


There’s Always Juliet 


A Comedy by John van Druten 
‘Utterly delightful.’—John Mason Brown, Post. 
EMPIRE Theatre, Broadway and 40th St. 
Eves., 8:40. Mats. Wed. and Sat., 2:30. 


HELEN HAYES 


in MOLNAR’S New Comedy 


THE GOOD FAIRY 


‘One of the few triple-starred, immediately 
ce Mg oy in town.’ 
Gabriel, N. Y. wr 
HENRY “MILLER’S Thea., 124 W. 43d St. 
Evs. 8:50. Mats. Thurs. & Sat., 2:40. 


LESLIE HOWARD 


in PHILIP BARRY’S New Comedy 


THE ANIMAL KINGDOM 


“The season's most gratifying adventure.”*— 
Percy Hammond, Herald Tribune 
Staged by Gilbert Miller 
BROADHURST Thea., 44th St. W. of B’y. 
Evgs. 8:40. Matinees Wed. and Sat., 2:30. 














MAX GORDON | presents 


THE CAT and 
THE FIDDLE 


By JEROME KERN & OTTO HARBACH 
“Broadway has not heard  ilovelier 
music in its life."’—Gabriel, American. 
GLOBE THEATRE, B’way-46th St. Evgs. 8:30. 
Matinees Wednesday and Saturday 
Good Bale. Seats at Box Office $! te $3.50. 


ALEXANDER McKAIG presents 


ERNEST TRUEX 
WHISTLING r= DARK 


By Laurence Gross and Edward Childs Carpenter 
Directed by Frank Craven 
Ethel Barrymore Th., 47th St., W. of B’y 
Eves. 8:50. Mats. Wed. & Sat., 2:40 





in 








SMASH HIT! ‘The best mystery 
show in years.’—‘Variety.’ 
Robt. V. Newman presents 


Trick © Trick 


wih JAMES RENNIE 
a HARRIS? 22 F427 Bs 











x 







Teme 
LIONEL 


BARRYMORE 
in “Arsene Lupin” 


& JOHN 
BAY A Metro-Gidwyn- Mayer Picture 
Phil Spitalay & Grand Orch. 


“MP0. == 


10:15 A.M, 
Pancho Moves 
Pancho and band closed at the 
Park Avenue Club Saturday (27) 
and will open with Ramon and 
Rosita at the latter's new club on 
49th street next week. 



















Broadway and 


MAYFAIR oe Street 


SECOND BIG WEEK! 


CONSTANCE 
BENNETT 


in RKO Pathe Picture 


“LADY WITH A PAST” 


BEN LYON-DAVID MANNERS 













PALACE woai2s 


FRANK & BARBARA 
FAY & STANWYCK 
JANS & WHALEN 
NEVILLE FLEESON 
and IRENE BORDONI 














Bet. Lex. & 3d A 
Continuous Shows 


86thST. 


Wed. to Friday Mar, 2 to 4 


“GIRL of the RIO” 


with 
DOLORES DEL Rio 
LEO CARRILLO 







On Broadway 
Continuous Shows 


2 te 4 


SI st ST. 


Wed. to Friday 
6—RKO 


Mar. 
ACTS—6 


VAUGHN DE LEATH 
Radio Star in Person 
GIRL of the 

Doleres 


Rio 


Del Rio—Lee Carrille 

















Ke) 3) Saeco, 
RUTH 


TATE Chatterton 


in “TOMORROW and TOMORROW" 
@ Vaudeville: Joe Frisee—June Carr— 
ms Irving Edwards—20th Cent. Revue— 


Major, Sharp & Minor and Others. 
O xX Y SEVENTH AVENUB 

AT 60th STREET 
‘CHEATERS AT PLAY’ 


Thomas Meighan and all star cast. FREO WAR- 
ING'S 60 Music Makers. Stage show ‘“‘DREAMS, 
Patricia Bowman, Roxyettes, Ballet Corps. 


















Pancho is a CBS band and will 








get a wire from his new location. 


Beginaing Friday “Alter Tomorrow’ with 


harles Farr 
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f Uncommon Chatter | 


By Ruth 


Morris 











Heroines Must Take It 


Ladies of the cinema have lately 
been subjected to pretty rough 
treatment. Once upon a time they 
were considered too precious for all 
but reverence. Today they are | 
whammed around as unceremoni- 
ously as a custard pie. Ever since 
‘Smart Money’ shocked a hearty 
Jaugh out of audiences, heroines 
have had to back out of doorways. 
It must be pretty disconcerting to 
Emily Post as well as to the ladies 
ef Hollywood. 

John Barrymore, who used to be 
such a gallant swain, has his own 
naive contribution to picture 
etiquette. In a fit of prankish, 
‘Arsene Lupin’ glee, he empties a 
pitcher of ice water over the head 





of Karen Morley. What it does to 
her dignity is nothing. After all, 
dignity’s a matter of spirit. It's 


what it does to her marcelle wave 
that must hurt Miss Morley. The 
eoiffure, prior to its icy drench- | 
ing, is described in soft, deep waves | 
confined by an encircling coil of 
hair. But it never recovers from 
that drenching. Thereafter, it is 


plastered too closely to the hi 


ad and 
forgets that it should be | 


as well as tidy. 

Miss Morley, one of the few in- 
genues who can enact a well-bred 
heroine without consciously priding 
herself on pure diction and quiet 
good taste, contributes a pleasant, } 
erderly performance to the some- 
what distraught melodrama of ‘Ar- 


sene Lupin.’ 
Individualist 

The Hales, resident 
dancers at the Capitol, are eclipsed 
this week by the 10 American 
Steppers, as sprightly a line-up as 
ever risked breaking a leg in rapid- 
fire rhythm dancing. Each girl is 
an individualist, hoofing away for 
dear life as though she, and she 
alone, occupied the spotlight. The 
audience gets the impression that 
the 10 American Steppers dance 
because dancing is the one thing in 
the world that they want to do, and 
its an awfully good idea. 

By comparison, the regimental 
drills of the Hales—the unit, by the 


Line Turn 


Chester 


way, is called ‘Forward March’— 
seem carelessly executed. Though 
they wear chic, smartly braided 


uniforms and gleaming  busbies, 
though they shoulder phosphores- 
cent guns and twirl glittering 
batons, they don’t snap into rou- 
tines with their usual enthusiasm. 
Maybe they're a little sad that they 
can’t step out of line and be in- 
dividualists, too. 


Hollywood French 


A blackmailed mother, a_ re- 
stricted daughter and a jewel-los- 
ing actress face the problems of 
File No. 113.) They go through 
a lot—what with a past, a thwarted 
marriage and a thefted bracelet 
harassing one or another of them. 
But exigencies of plot do not dis- 
turb them as much as the pronun- 
Ciation of ‘Monsieur.’ 

Clara Kimball Young approves of 
*"M'seer’: June Clyde prefers 
*M’shoo’; Mary Nolan hesitates be- 
tween ‘M’soor’ and ‘M’syear.’ As 
long as the girls were working on 
the same set, they might have gone 
into conference and emerged with 
one answer to their problem. The 
audience would then have been free 
to pay more attention to a dull, 
slow plot and less to the vagaries 
of Hollywood French. 

Without really pretending to be 





native born Parisiennes, the trio 
enacts its charades with pardon- | 
able unenthusiasm, considering 


that it has seen the script. Miss 
Young appears as a sweet, worried 
mother; Miss Clyde registers West 
Coast charm and Miss Nolan sum- 
mons beauty and langorous allure 
to tell Lew Cody that she’s a gen- 
erous lady, willing and weak. 


Court Clothes Tip-Off 
Audiences can differentiate easily 
between the guilty and innocent 
ladies subpoenaed to cinema court 


room trials. Their wardrobes tell 
More than their testimony, neces- 
sarily ambiguous to sustain, plot 
Suspense, The quiet home girl, 


who will sooner or later be revealed 
as the heroine, wears sombre black, 
with the modest skirt length, high | 
neckline and careless fitting of a | 
retiring we ll-bred frock. The dress 
tells at a glance that its wearer, no | 
matter how much suspicion may be | 
directed toward her, didn’t commit 
the crime, 


A costume that removes all doubt 





as to her character 
Blane of the 
in ‘Cross Examination 
since the 
Confident 


inception 
of her 


turban, Miss Blane 
procedure in 
silence, looking 


of 
wardrobe, 
by the drooping line of a sad little |} 
court 


| 
unbroken 


necessity 


the 


surveys 
practically 
frightened, 


of 


broken and as culpable as she ¢ 


in such a righteously ordered cos 


tume. 
Even if audiences 
that Natalie Moorehead 


foot, 


S.ucy wrap of 
to 
coiffure 


eager 
to judge 


know right away if she didn’t 


murder it 
her own. 
Padden, Nita 

Fealy feign 
Miss Padden 


mit the 
fault of 

Sarah 
Margaret 
turn, 


didn’t 


( 


gz 
finally 


is 


was up 


liltiness 


off with tear-jerker honors. 


B’way Touches 


(Continued from page 1) 


he blows Hollywood now for neigh- 
hold-up 
Holly- 


boring resorts where 


the 


hotels are cheaper than 


wood 
Sad 

Times 

crowd. 


gamut, 
stories 


of 


Square frighté 


ears to pleas but simply that the 
number of taps is too great and in 
self-defense those getting good 
salaries but not weekly fortunes 


conditions 
nN 


the 


the 


st 


have to protect themselves. 


is that if 


thev 


Feeling 
taken up 


opt ions 
might 


be 


touches themselves before long. 


Recent crop of telephone number 
out 
expensive 


changes by prominer 
here is to avoid 
conversations, 


those 
P save > ’ t Ye ATh 
rivate numbers art 


people 


now guarded with much secrecy. 


relieves Sally 
speech 
No heroine 
has had so little to say for herself 
talkers. 


aided 


heart- 
} 


i 


know 
always 
mixed up in whatever villainy’s a- | 
they’d guess she 
no good in a snugly fitted gown and 
summer 


to } 


ermine. | 
Her hat tips back at a brazen angle, | 
reveal a sleek, gleaming 
and jury. 


no 


You 

t com- 
was through 
Savalier a 


nd 


j 


comin; 


around 
udio 
It’s not that they turn deaf 


aren't 
making 





Did You Know That— 





Jeannette MacDonald, who 
bought a breathtaking bracelet 
last week, was rushed by all 


the big jewel houses in town 
|} ....-Helen Menken looked very 
|} chic at a performance of 
‘Blessed Event’ recently.... 
she wore a black  broadtail 
|} coat trimmed in silver fox and 
a perky little French hat.... 
Marion Spitzer will leave 

shortly for California to join 


hubby, Harlan 
eo «ee Moran’s 


her Thompson 


smile is 


reminiscent of Marilyn Milier 
in “Of Thee I Sing”....Mary 
Brian wore a sweet coat of 


clipped 
brown ] 


lapin and a smart 
t strolling down Fifth 
avenue t : on- 
trary to advance rumors, Ed- 
die Sullivan did attend the 
opening of the new “Pierrette 
Club” Saturday night....Billy 
Dove was lovely in white, as 
|| was Pola Negri, who wore a 
sequin band on her hair....in- 
deed, head bands rather 


.] 


the other day 


were 


;}{ popular, as Linda Watkins 
wore a red velvet one with a 
green velvet dress....Earl Car- 
roll led the orchestra again and 


Barbara Newberry and Eddie 


Foy waved sweetly to each 
other on the _ floor....Grace 
Menken was there and Basil 
Rathbone, Jimmy Walk: Bert 


Lytell, Lawrence Tibbett, Con- 


rad Nagel, Mary and Florence 
Nash, Anatol Friedland, 
Charles Freeman, Barbara 
Stanwyck, Frank Fay, Jack 











Haley, J. Harold Murray, and 
Nancy Carroll, who also was in 
white....the supper was elab- 
orate, though not enough wait- 
ers apparently for the overflow 
crush, 
Mitzi Green Ill 
Hollywood, Feb. 29. 
Down with the flu and under a 


able to start her RKO dates March 


(4) in St. Louis. 

It is expected she'll recover in 
|time to open the following week 
1 (11) in Cincinnati. 


doctor’s care, Mitzi Green won't be | 


Going Places 


By Cecilia Ager 





Roxy Girls’ Nighties 
It is interesting to learn from the 


Roxy stage show, ‘Dreams,’ that the 


Ballet Corps sleeps in nightgowns 





the Roxyettes in pyjamas. This 


by 


}and 
| 


choice of nightgear 


the two groups of maidens has 


Rox) 


rood of 


ted; it is 
it. 


uspec 


to confirm 


And the Roxy 


goes further. It re- 


| 
| 


her recipes, to type the minutes of 
the last meeting. 

She's running the home in ‘The 
Expert’ so efficiently that she must 


find further outlet for her ability 
for organization. She finds prepar- 
ing refreshments for the ladies 
vhen they meet at her home a great 
help in solving her problem. 
Miss Wilson is such a capable 
} person it’s a little surprisins see 
er going to pieces when she inter- 


views the new maid. Perhay she's 


. } + + + + In lint ‘ “ry < 1 > j 

} i e Ballet Corps sleeps in onscious that $12 a week is not a 

two ) rous bed twelve to a nz wage, but still she faced so 
ber \] that the Ballet Corps | many stic situat S er 
of the Just Girls depart- I ture career that she d not 

mer these ] vyful minxs can] falter now. She's loc . well. 
|} be seen carrying on mischievously Hiomen ing agrees her. and 
jall this week with pillow fights | hex simple house dresses are begin- 


They tie back their curls with pink 
and after they are weary 
abandoning themselves to their girl- 


ibbons 


lish good spirits, they line up on 
| their knees and say their prayers, 
the little darlings. 
The Rexyettes, on the other hand, 
modern to sleep. They « ly 
for bed, patterning their 
after gleaming white can- 
dles with flame colored ruffled tulle 
nightcaps. The business of practis- 
ing and perfecting their intricate 
dance routines keeps them up all 
’ 
| The section, ‘Dream of Aphrodite,’ 
i that show, has the Roxy- 
| ¢ fallet Corps, the stage 
| crew, Patricia Bowman, some 
adagio dancers and all the stage 


civing of their utmost. An 
continually 
up from the 
| sea, the Ballet Corps throw 


c) of 


elevators 
nail ted 


dless cycle 
mes 
flowe: 
petals, then 
of chiffon flutter up 


down, the whole shimmering 


ouds 


i scarfs, waves 





;rey ing, glitt ng and swaying in 
mi: varied dil tions, both hori 
oO ] id perpendicuiar. 

{ Screen’s Best Homebody 


batiked | 
} 


ning to take discreet dash, 


on a 


She’s just as understanding as ever, 
just as warmly sympathetic. She’s 
doing quite a bit of shaking her 


1d at th 


rt i he funny little wavs of Old 
Man Minick at present, b iats 
because it’s a habit of Miss Wilson's 
ilways to do as the director tells 
ner, 

I > i t é I pie- 
tures est ousewile has i ast 
met Louise Beaver, pictures est 
colored maid. Miss Beaver has 
worked in many of picture est 
families, and has always proved 


herself loyal, illing. 


devoted, w 


Lady Clown Goes Staid 


Charlotte Greenwood's wel 
| behaved in ‘Cheaters at P! Her 
j;remarkable leg: and a are 

cloaked in the garments < respec- 
tability; her conduct is 1 She 
|adapts “herself to the role of a 
decorous matron with sue gusto 
| that one fears she really likes it 
| and is going to forget her gift for 
i clowning unrestrained. J once 
is the new Greenwood put in her 
place by the old, when the former 
j}imp can stand it no longer and 
|} bursts out tossing trunks down a 


| staircase 


The best little housewife in pic- 
itures, Lois Wilson, has become in- | 
lierested in women’s clubs. Right in 


her desire for 


she 


line with 
provement, 
iwriter, on 


which she 





Women on Percentage 


A condensed review in points on the women of the stage mentioned hereunder. 

None can rank over 10 points on a single item, nor over 100 points in total. 

There are 10 items covered by the reviewer, with the named points opposite each player's 
Slight comment is added. 


name. 






































f < wa < 
, . ° S . P 
JS 4 JS ik Sia Ff. 
Js sg Ff F f > . 
+ a + & vy 4 re f ¥ . Total Comment. _ - 
PALACE 

Irene Bordoni..... 8 10 10 10 A) 10 & o 6 9 81 harming chanteuse whose 
over-anxiety to please is 
defeated by poorly chosen 
material. 

Barbara Stanwyck 8 10 8 go 3 10 10 6 7 9 80 Submerges her own ability in 
back chat with Frank Fay 
and contributes sincerely 
and movingly to a badly 
written sketch. 

Gloria Grafton.... 10 10 7 10 5 6 9 6 75 Strikingly groomed torch 
singer projects a cold, re- 
lentless personality and 
registers with distinction 
and authority. 

Helene Grant..... 7 8 6 6 i) c 10 10 5 v 68 Hoteha songstress builds” 























laughter for a 


bit of bald, 
unprecederied vulgarity. 


























Fay Adler........ 4 7 6 8 a 2 4 8 2 10 60 Accomplished adagist who 
should smarten costumes 
na etudy the make-up to 
be used under blue lights. 
Helen Denizon.... 6 8 7 6 o H) 7 6 0 7 57 Graceful ballet dancer with 
Neville Fleeson. 
Frances Stevens.. 6 8 7 5 > 6 7 5 ] 6 56 itary nee enectal wit 
‘ a of stvle 
STATE 
SURO GOPPicccoess § 10. 6 3 7 ) s 6 7 5.07 7 65 he oF = Should 
ate on her flair fo 
eccent} da ng 
‘Loretta Dennison. 2 8 8&8 7 6 & 4 6 3 & 54 He aa 
(20th Century e ‘ 
Revue) ee 
‘Lillian Cooper.... 0 3 5 5 0 6 o 6 0 ) 41 S ‘ w % o ba ti 
(20th Century ‘ P 
Revue) a ee _ _— 
Chorus ...ccsccses 2 6 3 i 6 U 2 6 ) + 35 \ né-up deserving 
(20th Century m eresting c 
Revue) _ 7 ee 
“Major, Sharp, and . 
Minor .... vs =F g 6 Fy 9 0 2 2 q 4 36 he ine armony trio cap- 
24 [ stronger finish 


self-im- | 
now uses the type- | 
used to write | 











| posed of Godfrey, Freeman 


in an eminently s 
ful attempt to ward off her rascally 


pursuers. 


iccess- 





The whole cast of ‘Cheaters at 
lay’ has changed its spots. Linda 
Watkins, who usually glows with 
a soft spiritual flame, he is & 
master-crook’s moll, but at least 

| she’s punished for her si Her 
| part is so small, so incidental, that 
| its brevity must teach her a lesson, 
Barbara Weeks, technical): the 
heroine of this Victorian jewel 
thieves yarn, is so hidden by one 
rushing crooks, machine gu) gags 
and the rest of the accoutrements 
of villainy that only her nice 


young profile survives. 


Booking Changes 


page 35) 


(Continued from 


ganized. Gordon later stated hig 
name was submitted without his 
knowledge or authorization, and 
that if the offer were made he 
would turn it down. Gordon hag 


not and will not change his mind. 


RKO disbanded its production 
department about three years ago, 
shortly after Gordon resigned its 
head and entered the agency busie- 
ness. Prior to dissolving, the proe 
duction bureau had shown deficit 
of $500,000, 

Godfrey, who had been away 
from RKO for about a year and a 
half, returned about three months 


His last 
connection w: as 
triumvirate come 
and Ben 


ago as a franchised agent. 
booking office 
one third 


ae 


of the 


Piazza. Prior to that, for about a 
year, Godfrey was sole head of the 
booking office. When leaving he 
received a $20,000 bonus from the 

and returned to practising 


circuit 


law. His ne appointment 


comes 


through Be 
Godfrey is classified as a booker 
nd oncerned exe sively 
ith é es he 1 to 
book. Whe Gj frey left the Oke 
ner ffice ‘ last tirns I <O 
f forced to make ettiements 
amounting to around $250,000 with 
individual yroducers vhose acts 
iodtrey had contracted to play and 
aidant 
Arthur Willi, replaced by Godfrey 
on the Palace nd N¢ yor ouse 
book, transfers to the intact route, 
where he succeeds Dolf Leffler, 
Latter, who took Sam Tishman’s 
place on the mt ct boo) last year, 
es Godfrey's assistant. He is 
Godfrey's nephev 
Only other changes involve 
switching of a few houses, include 


ing Washington from Howard's 
book to Kalcheim’s and the Chese 
ter, New York, from Kalcheim to 
{| Dempse 
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“15 YEARS AGO 


(F) y’ and PI 


No. 12 


Marcus Loew 
atres to be erected at a cost of 
$8,000,000. 
building operation reported to 


date. 


Ziegfeld reported that his ‘Follies 
of 1916’ was doing around $21,000 
weekly. Best ever, but not as 
profitable as the previous year as 
the nut 5 


»00 


> 


e) 
n 


was 


Small time agents were forming 
an association with restricted mem- 
bership. To cut down the number 
of act handlers, 





Garden theatre, in the old Madi- 
6on Square Garden, was on the 
rocks. Only booking in sight was 
three days of Greek plays. 





Newly organized AMPA was cir- 
cularizing exhibs trying to get the 
lowdown on exhib preference as to 
trade papers. 





Newsreels were trying to make 
exhibs stop chopping their reels. 
Wanted them to use all or nothing. 





‘America, Here’s My Boy,’ one of 
the first recruiting songs, published 
by Joe Morris. 


Wilkening 


Cora C. sued Mary 
Pickford for $103,750 for booking 
commissions. Suit dragged for 
years, 





Wing Wah, Chinese acrobat, ar- 
rested in Washington for defaming 
Pres. Wilson. No details given. 
Touchy in war times. 


Newly formed association of out- 
door showmen had split already 
with neither side strong enough to 
do anything. 


90 YEARS AGO 





(From ‘Clipper’) 
Kiralfys revived the ‘Black Crook’ 
and it was getting over in a big 


way. 





Adam Forepaugh announced im- 
portation of a hippo from Germany. 
No show was considered complete 
without the ‘blood sweating behe- 
moth of holy writ.’ Great seller for 
the church element. Always used 
that line. 





Elastic skin man was one of the 
star freaks of the season. ‘Clipper’ 
quoted a London paper which had 
discovered an old book which told 
all about it. Known for centuries, 
but new in show business. 





‘Clipper’ told an inquiring ama- 
teur that if he attempted to tour a 
musical production with himself as 
star he could count on losing at 
least $400 a week. 


Alexander Salvini, young Italian 
star and son of the greater Tomas- 
so, made his American debut at the 
Union Square theatre, supporting 
Clara Morris in ‘Article 47.’ 

Adelina Patti was back in 
Prices were $3 to $8. 





opera. 





Horace Vinton forgot his shield 
in a performance of ‘King John, 
and when unable to defend himself 
in the stage fight fled ignominously. 
So he lost his job for queering the 
play. 





Sidney Clifford, described as the 
actor-priest, played classical dramas 
through the week and on Sundays 
resumed his clerical garb and 
fulminated against Robert G. Inger- 
soll. 


Jas. H. Wallick and a circus man 
combined to purchase a play based 
on the life of Jesse James. Idea 
was lots of horses on the stage 
Wallick used horses where Frayne 
had lions and Grey and Stephens 
dogs. 





| 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


First National's ‘The Hatchet Man’ playing at Loew’s Warfield, San 
Francisco, ran into considerable opposition from the extensive local 
Chinese Anxious to preserve the Chinese trade FWC execs 
handled the situation with gloves and came out winners. 

Day before the celluloid was unreeled Chinese consul in S, F. took 
his grievance to Police Chief Quinn declaring ‘Hatchet Man’ painted a 
bad se race especially during this time of Sino- 
Japanese trouble. 

Police 
Al Warshauer, 
1ad played the pict 





colony. 


picture of the Chine 
and consul got together with A. M. Bowles, Fox divisional chief, 
Warfield manager, and Max Shagrin of Warners, who 
ire in number of WB southern California houses, and 


threshed out the affair. 

Picture showed without censored cuts, being preceded by a trailer 
| which states the story is based on an old Belasco drama and is not a 
true picture of the Chinese race but contains many situations inculcated 








for fictional value only. 





Broadway debut and moderate success of ‘Blessed Event’ automatically 
boosted the price of ‘Is My Face Red?’ unproduced play also about col- 


umnists. Radio bought the story for pictures, paying $7,500, a fairly 


high figure for an unproduced effort, 

Ficuring in the amount given Ben Markson, publicity man, and Allen 
-ivkin for their play was possible protection for Radio on anything it 
might put into the picture script without yelps from other writers and 
playwrights with columnist that their stuff had been pirated 
‘Is My Face Red?’ was produced several months ago as a one-acter at 
the Writers’ Club. 

Shortly before Radio bought the unproduced play Peggy (Fears) Blu- 
menthal became interested in it for legit production in the fall, But 
when she dodged advanced royalties equal to the studio offer, play was 
put on the film block. 


sto-ies 





Refusal of all producers to endorse Edmund Loeb, Los Angeles attor- 
ney, as chief intermediary in studio disputes, especially star rustling, 
has resulted in the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences delv- 
ing into this new form of arbitration. 

It is pointed out in the east that had the Loeb board started to func- 
tion it would have handled a recent argument of this kind between Uni- 
versal and Paramount over some Pasadena talent. Instead the Academy 
took the matter in hand, awarding the community player to U. 

Radio Pictures is still holding out against Loeb, although virtually all 
of the other major companies have agreed for him to advise them on 
various disputes not considered within the province of either the Acad- 
emy or the Hays organization. 

The Loeb board necessitates an extra tax on members, the dues into 
the Hays organization not covering this proposed feature, 





Former vaude actor advised his wife to jump her contract with film 
company unless they doubled her salary. Affair was settled, but the 
production firm had to tilt the salary of the girl before the former stage 
actor would permit her to work. 

Following the trouble the actor decided to make a picture starring 
himself. When the film was completed the wife’s producing outfit asked 
him to bring in his picture, as they might buy it. Actor complied with 
the request, and that was six weeks ago, 

So far no further offers and the situation now resembles a run-around. 
Actor is beginning to feel that the company is paying him in kind for the 
trouble he caused it. 





In operating Fox Greater New York houses the Skourases are being 
forced, through product shortage, to book sluff product of majors along 
with whatever turns up as suitable from the independent field. Film 
booking problem is called the Skouras’ most acute difficulty at present 
in and around New York, with Fox unable to supply enough footage to 
go around. 

Ordinarily the Skourases are playing the sluff film on the short halves 
of the week in split houses. Where double features are used, a little bit 
of everything is being picked up for usa 





Paramount lists its present contract people who were recruited from 
the stage since talkers as the following: Fredric March, Four Marx 
Brothers, Maurice Chevalier, George Barbier, Richard Bennett, Mary 
Boland, William Boyd, John Breeden, Juliette Compton, Tom Douglas, 
Wynne Gibson, Cary Grant, Miriam Hopkins, Sari Maritza, Chester 
Morris, Jack Oakie, Irving Pichel, Arthur Pierson, Gene Raymond, 
Charles Ruggles, Randolph Scott, Sylvia Sidney, Alison Skipworth, 
Charles Starrett, Regis Toomey and Ross Alexander, 





Those concerning themselves with the morals of films might look into 
the matter of a scene in ‘One Hour With You,’ the new Chevalier- 
Jeanette MacDonald picture, 

In one sequence Miss MacDonald wears an extremely low cut gown, 
front and back. For the American version, however, an expanse of tulle 
was placed in the bodice of the dress to mitigate any shock. But on 
the retake for the French print, the tulle was eliminated. Problem now 
is to find where the French version will play over here. 





With all the talent scouts for the picture companies having practically 
exhausted the eastern saurces of supply, the boys are now thumbing 
back over the rejection slips from their studios and are re-testing the 
previously spurned performers. 

Eastern reps have been cameraing everything and everybody lately. 
Anyone who looks as if they have a chance, It’s gotten so they don't 
know where to look any more. Meanwhile, the Coast keeps wiring to test 
promising candidates. 

Not only must press agents keep copy free of the suggestive but they 
must also keep their language at public functions in keeping with the 
copy tone. 

Freedom of speech by p.a. at a recent gathering at which the 
public press and ladies were present occasioned the reminder to all. This 
particular p.a. was so elated to have gotten away from Hollywood and 
back to a Manhattan job that he indulged his final remarks with a re- 
sounding line of the profane, 


one 


Recent crop of foreign newspaper correspondents, mostly for English 
papers, find it tough getting material from the studio and are using a 
new tack. 

They remind that American-made pictures are being maligned at times 
abroad, and that someone understanding both phases should write the 
Hollywood side from here. Therefore they'd like to offer themselves as 
undercover publicity men, 

None of the studios has fallen. 





Reports that Consolidated is negotiating with Universal to take back 
Fort Lee laboratory properties, effected in a sale for $360,000 two years 
ago, are roundly denied by U execs, 

Uites at the same time point out they have a contract dating for 10 
years after the sale whereby Consolidated will develop their prints. The 





Inside Stuff—Radio 


—=—==> 

Contract clause oversight on the part of the advertising agency han. 
dling the Sklppy program put NBC in an embarrassing spot with a flock 
of newspapers. Agency had sent the network publicity department a 
line drawing of the strip Sklppy with an NBC mike in his hand. Cartoon 
was reproduced in the chain's clip sheet, with a note appended advising 
the newspapers that a mat of the drawing was their’s for the writing, 

Meantime the agency came to the realization that the contract with 
the strip character’s originator, Percy Crosby, banned any photo or 
sketch exploitation of the ether version. Network was forced to put in 
an urgent recall of all mats distributed and to inform the newspaperg 
which subsequently wrote in that the offer had to be withdrawn because. 
of the agency’s belated discovery. 





One large western station long ago arranged its setup so that it wilt 
not be bothered by the Federal Radio Commission when desiring to 
change ownership. It was organized- as a stock company, thus getting 
around the commission’s edict that any change in ownership must be 
approved by FRC before it could change hands. 

Also the new ruling, requiring all details of a proposed transfer or 
assignment, can’t touch this ’caster, since all that is necessary to switch 
ownership is to sell the stock from one individual to another, and the 
comm. hasn’t anything to say about purchase or sale of shares in a 


y 


corporation unless 100% of the stock is involved. 





Literary ambitions of Clark Wilson, musician, may have'cost him his 
radio job after four and a half years at the NBC studios in 'Frisco. 
Wilson is finishing a book on radio in which he delves into mechanical 
and engineering problems often encountered by broadcasting stations, 
and intended largely for trade perusal. 

It also points out how production departments are often lacking in 
knowledge of orchestra placements and other technical information. One 
exec is supposed to have burned up at some of the statements. Anyway, 
Wilson was out after the official looked the ms. over. 


Alice Joy wiil take a flight in a plane to appease the wrath of aviation 
biz heads. Becomes necessary through an interview which Miss Joy 
recently gave to a news syndicate. She stated that her husband, Harry 
Burns, was once a member of the Royal Flying Corps but that she felt 
safer on the ground, 

Squawks from air interests poured in and Miss Joy and her husband 
decided that she’d better take an air jaunt. They'll make it a publicity 
stunt, too. 


Over on Second avenue Arthur Tracy is considered a graduate of the 
Yiddish theatre. 

Before making a radio name Tracy is understood to have appeared in 
several Yiddish musicals at the Prospect theatre in the Bronx. 


A veteran NBC announcer was asked to hand in his resignation last 
week after balling up a commercial announcement. 
It was his first real boner since being connected with radio, 





An extensive subway advertising campaign is being waged currently 
in advance of Chandu who starts a commercial program March 7 on 
WOR. He does a magic act with the campaign one of the first of its 
type. Unusual feature of the subway cards is that the advertiser, Beech 
Nut Packing Co., is not mentioned. 

Chandu programs, five a week, broadcast from discs. Act got its start 
on a California station. 





Outdoor Advertising, Inc., is reported having acquired the billboard 
display planned for Lucky Strike cigarettes and its radio hour, 

Board men hail the company decision to go back to the boards, figur- 
ing that if one smoke firm again takes to 24-sheeting all the tobacco 
companies will follow. It happened with the auto concerns, 





Majority of commercial programs which have come on the air recently 
have been put together for the express purpose of appealing to women 

Advertisers consider the feminine interest in their broadcasts of prie 
mary importance. This is because it is contended that women are the 
buyers and the daytime listeners. 





American Tobacco Co. has discarded its original intention to work in 
a plug for Cremo on the Lucky Strike broadcasts after the former went 
off the air, Saturday (27). 

It is probabie that Cremo will return to the ether with a new program 
idea. 


——aeii 





lab U erected some time ago in Hollywood was solely for the purposes 
of handling ‘rushes,’ execs reiterate. 





A director accused of being slightly nutty, but consistently turning out’ 


b.o. successes, is now riding around Hollywood in his car with a body- 
guard sitting in the rear seat. No reason for it, but the director insists 
that ‘certain’ people are out to get him. 

Recently he had a psychoanalysist follow him around for a week to 
search his personality in an effort to discover why he detested the com- 
pany of members of his own sex. 

Most of the talent included in ‘Harlem Rhapsody,’ colored talker Lin- 
coln Pictures is producing, is working on percentage. Firm has been 
formed by Irving Yates, Jimmy O'Neil and Sammy Tishman with pro- 
duction of the picture to finish up this week. 

Bill Robinson, he of the taps, is starred with most of the cast from 
Robinson’s vaude act. Picture is being made in a New Jersey studio 


Columbia’s new combine of Harry Cohn as pres., with Walter Wanger, 
new v. p., got a world of publicity through buying ‘Washington Merry 
Go Around,’ 

The picture people only want the book's title and paid under $1,000 for 
the film rights. Novhing in the book but a series of political incidents 
not conducive to a screen story. 

tecent walkout of a picture director the day before production started 
convinced many in film circles that the megger in question was afraid 
to direct. This was the second instance of the same man taking a pows 
der day before a film started, 

His career has consisted of but one picture. 

Former vice-president of a theatre circuit is still living in the luxurious 
two story apartment he built over a theatre owned by the 
although he resigned several months ago. He nays $100 a month rent 
for the establishment. 


companys 


In sympathy with the black eye sustained by Jimmy Starr, Coas 
ture chatterer, in a fight with an unnamed actor, Arch Reeve, Paul Sne! 
and Milt Howe, of Paramount's press staff, sent him a beefsteak wri! 
in exclusive stories: 
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No-Talk Clause 
Annoys Bennett 
In Cyrano Due 





| 


| 


; 
ea, Fob. 2. | 


Ange ] 
version of ‘Cy 


Los 
Richard Bennett 
yano’ opened here tonight (29), 
only two weeks and will go store- | 
house after that. Dissatisfaction by | 
and with Richard Bennett respon- | 
sible. Star’s no-talk clause in his} 
eontract, preventing him from scor- 
ing audiences for their non-appre- 


ciation of his efforts, has had en- 
ervating effect, according to word 


from San Francisco. 

Kay Johnson, opposite Sennett, 
also irked after her efforts to take 
a hand in direction of the play 
were frustrated. 

Meanwhile the Walter Hampden 
production of the same 
blazoning in its ads: ‘Wait 
original production and star.’ 


play is 


the 


for 


Hampden is in for a fortnight at 
the Biltmore, starting Mar. 7. He'll 
lay off week of Mar. 21, Holy Week, 


before opening at the Columbia 


San Francisco. 


VANITIES’ MOVE CAUSES 
JAM ON BUY DEPOSITS 





Fame 





Los Angeles, Feb. 29. 
A legit producer around town 
is well known in theatrical cir- 


eles as a bouncer of bum 
checks, When an actor got a 


check from him in payment for 
some work he took it around to 
his butcher, in an obscure lit- 


tle suburb, saying: ‘Here’s a 
check I want cashed, but I 
think it’s rubber.’ 

The butcher took one look at 
the signature and yelled, ‘“l 


know it is!’ 











Dr. Sirovitch Cites 
‘Variety’ Box Score 


According to the New York ‘Sun,’ 
Dr. William I. Sirovich (D.), Con- 
gressman, dramatist and surgeon, 
charges New York's dramatic critics 
with the ruin of the Broadway the- 
Dr. Sirovich, own 
plays have been produced on Broad- 
before he became one of the na- 
lawmakers, advocates a law 


atre. whose 


way 


tion's 


that ‘would prevent newspaper men 
who have spent their lives covering 
prize fights from being elevated to 
the posts of dramatic critics.’ 

I have just been told that on a 
New York evening paper there is a 
man by the name of Sullivan who 


formerly was a prize-fight reporter 








poss 


In Anti-Critic Move 


GEO. M. DUCKS B’WAY 


To Tour In Own Piece But Retire 
For N. Y. Date 


and if George M. 


When Cohan’'s 
newest play, ‘Contidential Service,’ 
comes into New York, Cohan will 


not be in the cast. It'll be a ‘by 
and with’ thing on the road, how- 
ever. 

into re- 
opening 


to 


iiece zo 


is scheduled to 
today (1) for 
} 


hearsal 
> week. Proposal is keep 


it moving on the road as long 


ible, and 

the main 
Play opens 
will 


then—if it clicks—r« 
part tor 
in Newark 
taken to 
but New 


east Broadway. 
March 28 
week 


York 


and be 
this season, 


next. 


not 


Cohan is acting in his new 


but one reason for the hold off until 


one, 


after the summer on a Broadway 
|date is his desire to get Walter 
Huston for the lead Cohan is now 


| filling. Huston, unobtainable now, 
but may be in a few months. Sam 
Forrest, as usual, staging, with 
Elsie Lawson, Selena Royle and 


Chas. Trowbridge cast. 


United Cigar Stores May 
Sell Cut-Rate Tickets 


To Aid Own Theatres: 


United Cigar Company is now op- 
New 


York, and before the end of the sea- 


erating the Mansfield theatre, 


son may have three other Broad- 
way houses under its direction. The 
Majestic, Royale and Masque are 


- and is now a dramatic critic. ... 

The moving of ‘Vanities’ from| ‘1 40 not suggest that these crit- 
the Earl Carroll to the 44th Street, | ics are open to bribery, They just 
which was indicated early last week | @0n't Know anything about whether 
after dispossess proceedings were es play will be good fed wae, . am 
started, occurred Saturday night. It | 0/78 to set the batting averages ot 
had been rumored that the rent | the critics as compiled by that great 
squabble between Carroll and the | Pape! called Variety and put them | 
landlords might be squared during |!” the record. 
the week, but no move in that di- | iy Pi wai 
rection was made. | 

Also expected that the revue pro- WERBA LINKS UP A NEW | 
ducer would be back in the Carroll 
before the end of the season, Talk SUBWAY CIRCUIT CHAIN | 
of the house going into grind pic- 


tures independently was discounted 
because of product searcity. 
sibility of RK®*O taking over the Car- 
roll and installing the Hippodrome 
policy, also considered. Sixth ave- 
nue house said to be on a week to 
week basis. 

Eight theatre ticket agencies are 
in a quandary over money deposited 
with Carroll as a guarantee on the 
last four weeks of a 32 weeks’ buy 
on ‘Vanities.’ Something like $15,500 
was paid to Carroll when the show 
opened. The moving of the revue 
at the end of the 27th week auto- 
matically discontinued the buy. As 
the 44th Street is a Shubert-oper- 
ated theatre, the brokers are trying 
to find out if the money advanced 


Pos- 


to Carroll would apply on tickets 
originally contracted, The several 
larger agencies did not have to 


make the advance payments, guar- 
anteeing the sale of a large block of 
tickets for the first eight weeks in- 


stead. Most of the agencies assert 
they took losses on the ‘Vanities’ 
buy. 


Agencies which paid the advance 
money to Carroll are Leo Newman, 
$3,800; Broadway, $3,060; Beckhart, 
$2,000; Equity, $1,600; Acme, $1,500; 
Warfield, $1,600; Mackay, $1,000, and 
Alexander, $800. 


ALGONQUIN REVUE 


Say Parker, Benchley, Taylor, 
Pemberton On Script 
Members of the Algonquin lit- 
erary tribe are supposed to be 
working on a revue. Dorothy Par- 
ker, Bob Benchle y, Deems Taylor 
and Murdock Pemberton are among 

those named. 
Edward McNamara, whe played 
the cop in ‘Strictly Dishonorable,’ 


is mentioned as one cast member. 
Production source is unnamed. 


Three-Way Policy 


Burlesque, dramatic stock and 


Reconstruction of the New York 
subway circuit, on a different basis, 
is being worked out by Louis 
Werba. Main difference in Werba’s 


new operation is that the houses 
will be further away from the 
metropolitan center. 

First step taken by Werba is in 
getting the 3oulevard, Jackson 
Heights, back into the subway 


route, with this house the only one 
of the previous suburban layout to 
be a cog in the new works, open- 
ing March 14. Theatre previously 
showed a profit when Brandts ope- 
rated it together with the Windsor, 
Bronx and Carlton, Brooklyn. 

Other new spots in the new sub- 
way route will probably include 
Mount Vernon, N. Y. and Long 
3each, L. I. Latter has the Castle 
which is set for summer tryouts 
with Werba booking. Werba also 
books the Majestic, Brooklyn for 
E. D. Stair and the Playhouse, 
Great Neck for Skouras. 

Boulevard, a Skouras property, 
had stock for slightly more than 
a week, but closed abruptly Wed- 
nesday (24). Werba’s arrangement 
with Skouras is on percentage. 

Werba was general manager for 
Brandts when they operated the 
subway time, before which he had 
that circuit himself. 


French Revue Maybe 
For World Fair Biz 


Chicago, Feb. 29. 
Local group of promoters are 
talking about importing an edition 
of the Folies Bergere for a run dur- 
ing the World's Fair next year. 
Management of the Civic Audito- 
rium, seating around 5,000 and lo- 
| cate d in the lower end of the Loop, 
lhas already been approached with 
an inquiry on the rental phase of 
the proposition. 


GRACE MOORE’S GUARANTEES 


Grace Moore, operatic soprano, is 








vaudeville, each flopping at the 
Bronx Opera House in the past few 
seasons, the theatre reopened Satur- 
day (27) with a combination of all 
three of entertainment. 

Joe Wright the 
he calls his venture 
One-Show.’ 


forms 


, - 3 
is manager, and 


‘Three-in 


MOSS HART ACROSS 


Moss Hart is going to Paris and 
the Riviera on the Ile de France 


March 4. 
Plans to do his next play writing 


under the inspiration of the Cote 


reported drawing $2,500 for her ra- 
| dio appearances on the General 
| Electric program. 

| Miss Moore, who also sings with 
ithe Metropolitan Opera, has a con- 
feert itinerary said to call for guar- 
lantees ranging from $1,250 to $2,000. 





Aborn Co’s Tour 
Aborn’s Civie opera troupe 
at the Ma- 


Milton 
starts its tour March 7 
jestic, Brooklyn. 

First show either “The Mikado’ or 
‘Merry Widow.’ Company on Broad- 





@'’ Azur. 


way about a year. 


the others. The trio was part of the 
original site, including the Lincoln 
hotel, which United also owns and 
operates. 

All four houses were built by the 


Chanins. Latter three were sold by 


the brothers to the Shubert Co, Lat- | 


ter in receivership turned the 
houses back recently, stating there 


were no funds to pay $80,000 in back 
taxes and mortgage interest. 
Majestic, Royale and Masque 
also in a receivership that may be 
dissolved. It seems to be a question 
of who to assume the $80,000 
loss 

S. W. Straus, holder of a block of 
bonds on the three theatres, the 
other principal concerned. 


is 


is 


| Mansfield went to United when the 





| New York Title and Trust Co. with- 


drew. 

Object of United Cigars is to op- 
erate the theatres for two or more 
years, until such time as realty 
values will have become more 
stabilized. 

With United in show business, it 
may also bring the chain store peo- 
ple into the ticket field. It was 
pointed out that the United could 
help its theatres by selling tickets 
in its stores at cut rates, if and 
when necessary. Idea was consid- 
ered some time ago, but rejected 
then by the directors on the grounds 
that there was but one clerk on 
duty in the stores, save in the mid- 
town district and a few other spots. 


Director’s OK Needed for 


Lupe on Zieggy’s Show 


Addition of Lupe Velez to the cast 
of Ziegfeld ‘Hot Cha’ rested not 
only upon permission of Columbia 
Pictures, but also one of that firm’s 
directors. Frank Capra. Oddity 
came through Capra, in his contract 
with the film company, having the 
right to use anyone in his films 
whom Columbia has under contract. 

Screen girl was officially to have 
swung into action with the musical 
comedy troupe last night (Monday) 





stands | 


until | 


The | 
are | 


m1. | 
The | 





Cigar as Salary 





= ¢ 4 e U Ss Oo 
4 Woods ¢ pre 
milere ¢ 1} > ¢ 
National last week. Shi S 
Woods’ ce eback bid to the 
drama. 
Players of reputation ire 
said to have offered the sery 
es to the I e! ( the 
| show, he to me the salary 
Equity checked up on salaries 
to verify the protective phase 
|} and when the _ representative 
asked one player what his 
salary was the answer was ‘I 
get a Corona cigar every night, 
| and that’s all I want.’ 
| Business after the opening 
was considerably under ex- 
pectations. The veteran pro- 
ducer, recently forced into re- 
| ceivership through realty and 


for the 


counted 
by th. 


stock losses, a 


light trade low 
attendance wave 
the past 


dications 


kn 


generally 

on Broadway 
weeks. The in- 

that Woods still 
take it 


two 
are 


ws how to 








GUILD’S GROUP BECOMES 
| RIVAL OF ITS SPONSOR 


' Group Theatre, le 





: git firm first 
the Theatre Guild, but 
turned independen® will shortly 
up the Guild 


as a organization. 


finance d by 


now 


bob as opposition to 
Suvscription 


Group 
end 


unit 1S now working to that 


expects 
Within a 


and to announce its 


fortnight. 
subse: iption 


| aims 
Group arrangement 
from the custom- 
connection, Outfit 
bringing in ‘Night Over Taos,’ Max- 
| well Anderson March 7 week 
at the 48th N. Y the piece 
now tour. 


| differs somewhat 
; ary 


system is 
play, 
Street, 
on 

Group started out doing ‘House of 
Connelly’ which originally was 
bought by the Guild and which gave 


Shubert Pitt Is Foreed on Block: 


Crisis Nears in C 


orporation’s Affairs 





Pittsburgh, Feb. 29 

Pitt theatre, owned by the Shue 
é s, will be sold by the sheriff on 
Nia h 7. io ed sale \ fo to 
sat ,' t ) e and nterest 
amounting to $419,080 

The house has not beet sed for 
ezit att ictions for several sé sons 
Stock was the last policy tried bu 
Pitt has been dark since st May 
Shuberts have been playing their 
ittractions at the Alvin under a 
pooling arrangement with the War- 
ner interests, 

George Jaffe sought to buy the 
Pitt some time ago for burlesque, 
offering $475,000. Deal fell through 


because Shuberts held out for $650,- 
000. 


The Pitt theatre was on the Shu- 
bert statement as having a book 
value of $773,341 The annual in- 
terest on $400,000 mortgage was 
$23,850. 

The receivers refused to pay the 
carrying charges since they had no 
attractions for the house. Same 

| operation as that which concerned 
the Majestic, Royale and Masque in 
New York, the receivers turning 
back the trio to the first mortgagee. 


Shubert receivership procedure 


is this: The Irving Trust, repre- 
sented by Charles Fisk and Lee 
Shubert, the co-receiver will file a 
report with Federal Judge Caffey 
March 15. Since the business has 
not and can scarcely do better than 
break even or slightly better, the 
report will of necessity state that 
ithe receivers cannot pay off. The 
jcourt will then likely order the 


| creditors to 


the offspring firm a good _ start. 
‘1931’—second Group show—a fail- | 
jure. Firm owns several plays for 
'next season, one ‘Donagoo Tonka’ 


by Jules Romain now being adapted 
by Gilbert Seldes and 
the fire being a play 
Howard, who previously 


another on 
by Sidney 
wrote for 


the Guild. 

Group headed by Cherryl Craw- 
ford, who was an assistant to the 
Guild managerial board. Harold 


Clurman also with the Group was a 
Guild play reader, Lee Strassberg, 
Group director, was at one time an 
assistant stager with the parent or- 
ganization. 

When the Group was hooked up 
with the Guild there was no Equity 
bond needed, the Guild being on 
Equity’s exempt list. Cast guaran- 
tees will now be required from the 
younger firm. 

First indication of the Group split- 
ting from the Guild came when va- 
rious playwrights were queried as 
to Identity of the outfit at 
that time was unknown. Group now 
has separate offices. No single suc- 
cessor named for Miss Crawford's 
former position with the Guild. 


COAST OPERA’S IDEA 
ON SINGERS’ SALARIES 


Los Angeles, Feb, 29. 


company Jl sted 


plays. 


Tentative 
salaries proposed in applying for co- 
operates from the musicians’ union 


opera 








| booking 


in Pittsburgh, assuming the part lare as follows: 
previously played by Revva Reyes. | Experienced chorus people $6 
Latter remains with the show in a | Inexperienced chorus people.... 3 
minor assignment. Part is being \Maestro ...... Sy eae Va! 75 
built up for Miss Velez through | assistant maestro.............. 75] 
added scenes and a song or two. It} Tenors, baritones, and mezzos.. © 
is her first Broadway show. Bassos ; peek: 8 
Roy Sedley is also a cast addition (Rates apply to single perform- 
= . ances.) 


Yiddish B’way Revue 


Musical revue, along ‘Chauve 
Souris’ lines but with Yiddish 


actors is being plotted for a possi- 
ble summer run _ on sroadway. 
Principals would be Ola _ Lillith 
Willy Godick and Joseph Buloff, 
currently appearing at the Second 
Avenue theatre, in Yiddish mu- 
sicals. 

Lillith and Godick came here last 
Spring from Europe. They ap- 
peared in a series of concerts 
Broadway, then joining the Second 
Avenue company. 


on 


‘HOTEL’S’ L. A. REPEAT 
Los Angeles, Feb. 29. 


Following its run in San Fran- 








cisco and the northwest, Belasco & 
| Curran expect to bring ‘Grand 
|} Hotel’ back to the RBelnsco here for 
ja return engagement. 
Show got a 0-week run here, 
| closing Saturda night to open to- 
ly ight at the Geary, San Francisco. | 
| Z3reakin for ‘First Mrs. Fraser’ 
|iwill be at the Sava San Diego 
March 2? and then jumps to the 
Curran, 8S. F., March 7 


assemble 10 days after 
the report is filed and at that time, 
a decision must be reached. 

The period of the 
ceivership was extended 
but the may 
tion or liquidation 
date. To prevent 
Shuberts would have to arrange a 
reorganization plan acceptable to 
the bondholders and creditors. That 
a further extension of the receiver- 
ship will be granted is improbable, 
since it is likely the business would 
run into the red on operation dur- 
ing the three dull summer months. 
Further, the court rarely counten- 
ances long receiverships. 


original re- 
to June 2, 
order termina- 
prior to that 
liquidation the 


court 


Leases Thrown Back 

Not in the corporation are thea- 
tres with which they would operate 
should the corporation’s houses go 
to other hands. The theatres are 
the Shubert, Broadhurst, Plymouth, 
Booth and 44th Street. Interested 
with Lee and J. J. Shubert are Sam- 
uel Untermyer and the estate of ‘An- 
drew Freedman, which Untermyer 
represents and which apparently 
gives him control. Winthrop Ames 
owns 50% of the Booth. Added are 
theatres owned by the brothers and 
formerly leased to the corporation. 
Leases on such houses as the Ritz, 
Ambassador, 49th Street and Cort 
were disaffirmed by the receivers 
and dumped back on the Shuberts. 
Latier houses have been big losers 
in the past several years. The 44th 
Street lease was also disaffirmed, 
but is being operated under a tem- 
porary lease. 

Early in the week there was but 
one show owned by the corporation 
playing Broadway, ‘Cynara.’ An- 
other comes in Thursday, and next 
week most of the corporation-owned 
theatres here will have attractions. 
There are half a dozen corporation- 
owned shows out of town. 

If the 
and houses 
are 


corporation is liquidated 
here and in cities 
of to other hands, the 
the Shuvert 
arise An inde- 
is a possibility 


other 
disposed 

of continuing 
office will i 
exchar gre 


question 


pendent 


Wiman’s Musical 


Dwight Wiman office is now busy 
elaborate musical to be pro- 
duced about the end of April co- 
starring Gertrude Lawrence and 
Jack Buchanan, sritish stars. 
Jessie Mathews, also English, is 
inderstood likewise to be included 
in the cast, details of which are 
being kept quiet by Wiman. 


on an 


Wiman during the past week 
practically concluded a deal—names 
to be mentioned only after signing 
f the complete contractural de- 
tnils'—for an English production @# 
The Tree.’ 


oO 


Vinegar 


ss 


~~ 
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FUTURE PLAYS 








‘Showers,’ by Aurania Rouveral, 


a new title for ‘It Never Rains’ be- 
ing revived for Boston and Chicago 
by George ‘Lefty’ Miller. Opening 
in the first named city Easter 
Week, Elisha Cook, Jr., 
Julius probably heading the cast. 

‘Bridal Wise’ the Cort, 
N. Y., March 7 
Thayer producing. 

‘Olivia Bows to Mrs. Grundy’ 
tentative title for a farce Shuberts 
are producing, written by R. Bot- 
tomley. Janet Beecher and Taylor 
Holmes cast leads, with Elisha 
Cook, Jr., in support. tehearsals 
expected Feb. 29 week. 

‘Too True To Be Good,’ Guild's 
Shaw play is being given a mini- 
mum of five weeks’ road booking. 
Washington, March 14, follows Bos- 
ton, now playing, with Pittsburgh 
March 21 and Cincinnati and Buf- 
falo splitting March 28 week. 

‘Bloodstream,’ by Fred Schlik is 
being cast by Sidney Harmon. Di- 
rection will be by Sidney Salkow, 
assistant to Chester Erskin. 

‘We Are No Longer Children’ has 
been placed in rehearsal by Wil- 
liam A, Brady, Jr. French play 
by Leopold Marchand which has 
been adapted by William B. Mur- 
ray and Ilka Chase, Geoffrey Kerr 
and June Walker will have the 
leads. Will open in Phila. 

*‘Baccardi Cocktail’ featuring Don 
Azpiazu, will be presented some 
time in the Spring. Book by Marion 
Sunshine and music by Simone. 


‘Tom Tom,’ drama by Cosmo 
Hamilton, will be produced by Alex 
Leftwich with Lenore Ulrich in the 
leading role. Will not go into re- 
hearsal until April. 

‘Radio Revue’ is being readied by 
Shuberts and will be given a week 
in Newark before being brought in- 
to N. Y. Phil Cook heads the cast 
which is largely composed of radio 
stars. 


‘Still Life’ 


or Car! 


opens at 


week, Sigourney 


by Lester Cole will be 
put into production by Rosalie 
Stewart, who was recently asso- 
ciated with Jed Harris in ‘Fatal 
Alibi.” Projected production is a 
solo effort. 

‘Croon Prince,’ Will Morrissey’s 
radic play originally dubbed ‘The 
Crooner,’ is in rehearsal at the Bel- 
mont and due to open in about three 
weeks. Cast includes Jean Malin, 
Midgie Miller, Gertrude Neissen and 
Loring Smith. Bobby Sanford is 
staging the dances. 

‘Sons o’ Guns,’ coast production 
of the musical opens Mar. 4 at the 
Carthay Circle, Los Angeles as the 
first production of Municipalities 
Light Opera Company, Frank Rain- 
ger production manager. In the 
cast are Ethelind Terry, Richard 
Powell, Fredric Santley, Fleurette 
Joeffrie, the Moore Twins and 
Wyndham Standing. John Britz is 
musical director and Eddie Larkin 
routining dances. 





Murphy’s Tent Fold Cuts 
Coast Stocks to Three 


Hollywood, Feb. 29. 

Murphy stock at Montebello 
folded its tent and disappeared. 

Leaves the Coast with only three 
dramatic stocks, one in Seattle, one 
Hollywood and one split week be- 
tween a tent at Hawthorne and the 
California theatre, Venice. 


Ends 20 Weeks’ Run 
Rochester, Feb. 29. 

Auditorium stock cleses a 20 
weeks’ season March 5. Rowland 
G. Edwards will be retained as 
permanent manager and a drive 
will be made on subscribers for an- 
other stock season, 

Edwards is looking for a musi- 
cal production to open Easter Mon- 
day and his ‘workshop’ group is to 
produce ‘Charity Ball’ as an ama- 
teur effort. 


ik 


Budget Membership 








Any little theatre producing three 


or more plays per year and a pro- 
duction budget of over $1,000 per 
year is eligible for membership in 
the recently formed National The- 
atre Conference. Organization will 
include college, community or com- 
mercial theatres. 





Louisville Stock Prospect 
Louisville, Ky., Feb. 29. 
Harry Martin has begun work- 
ing on a stock troupe to open here 
soon. 
City has been without stock for 


several years since Martin gave up | 


his company at the Brown theatre. 


» 
4 


All Chi Shubert Spots 
Dark for First Time; 





Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Money in the Air’ (Row- 
land) Ritz. 
‘Round Up’ (Reed) Majestic. 
‘Wise Girl’ (Bannister & 


O'Neil) Lyceum, 








But for L Nite jon 


"hi 


For the first time in the “latory 
of the circuit every Shubert-oper-| 
ated house in the city of Chicag | 
was in darkness last night (25S) 
Departure of ‘Grand Hotel’ from th | 
Grand Opera House and ‘Rhapsody | 
in Black’ from the Garrick Satur- 
day night made it a complete manda 
blackout for the five houses re- 


maining under Shubert control. 
Shubberts’ 100° shutdown locally, 
however, was only an overnight af- 


fair. Unprecedented situation was 
broken by the entry of Fred Stone's 
‘Smiling Faces’ into the Grand to- 
night (29). As for the other four 
stands on the Chicago Shubert 
string, no attraction has been 

for a single one of the houses, at 


least for the next three weeks. 

Report current that the Shuberts 
may take ‘Experience Unnecessary’ 
out of the Harris at the end of its 
three-week run there under the 
Dramatic League > epcapnegy and move 
it into the Garrick on the clipped 
scale plan. Shift, if made, would 
bring the comedy into the latter 
spot March 13. 

Just Operate Selwyn 

All operating rights to the Harris 
and its sister house, the Selwyn, 
were lost by the Shuberts two weeks 
ago when the owners of the ground 
on which thw theatres stand ordered 
the leaseholds cancelled and an 
eviction notice issued to the circuit. 
Upon the assurance of the Irving 
Trust Company, trustee for the 
Shubert receivership, that all oper- 
ating loses would be guaranteed, 
the owner of the fee, the Hugh T. 
Dickey estate, permitted the Shu- 
berts to go through with the open- 
ing of ‘Experience Unnecessary’ at 
the Harris (22). 
Local representatives for the 
Dickey estate have deferred passing 
on the operating proposition for the 
Harris and Selwyn made them by 
Crosby Gaige for another week. 
Crosby's plan guarantees the estate 
against any operating loss and of- 
fers a 50-50 split on the profits, 
with no rental to be charged against 
either house. 





—_——_ 


Pawle for ‘Wise Girl’ 


Lennox Pawle gets the part in 
‘Wise Girl’ first slated for J. C. 
Nugent, 

Producers’ deal for James Hall, 
film actor, is off,;; with Hall getting 
additional vaude dates. Tom Moore 
may go instead. Others cast are 
Isabel Dawn, Charlotte Granville, 
Armand Kalisch, Marjorie Clark, 
Sterling Oliver, Larry Elmore, Patsy 
Klein, Allen McFarlane. 

Show, which is being produced 
with most of the cast on minimum 
fuarantees and gross percentages 
may open at the Gaiety, N. Y, 


DES MOINES’ STOCK 
Des Moines, Ia., Feb. 29. 
The Princess, after being in the 
dark most of the season, reopens 
with the Princess Players, headed 
by Frances Dale. 


Cast includes Jack Paige, Fred 
Sullivan, Jean Arden Kathryn 
Card, Arthur Curtis, Warren 
Parker, Thelma Brandon, Alexis 


Luce, Dorothy Artois 1nd Ed Wing. 
Omer Kenyon is managing the 
company, which has a 75 cent top. 


MORE CHI RECEIVERSHIP 


Chicago, Feb. 29. 
Property of the Lawndale, west 
side Yiddish house, went into re- 
ceivership, but does not affect the 
operation of the theatre, which is 
on a straight rental basis, 
Mid-City Trust and Savings 


Bank was appointed receiver of the 
theatre and business block on 
which there is a balance of $383,000 
of a $100,000 loan in default, 


Cast Changes 


Barbara Bruce replaces Laura 
tiarding as the unseen telephone 
girl in ‘Whistling in the Dark.’ 

Edwin H. Morse replaces Douglas 





Gilmore in ‘Brief Moment,’ when 

latter retired because of iliness. 
Play closed Sat. 27. 

Anne Shoemaker succeeds Merle 


‘Barrie Plays’ (Brady) 
house (revival), 

‘Warrior’s Husband’ (Moses) 
Morosco, 


YOUMANS WINS 
MORATORIUM: 


Novel procedure for a showman, 
was the suggestion to his creditors 
by Vincent Youmans that they 
grant him a year’s moratorium. 
The creditors agreed to the prop- 
osition at a meeting in Youman’s 
office Friday (26). 

Youmans frankly stated his case 
to the assembled creditors. He de- 
clared he wished to pay off at least 
90 cents on the dollar, feeling that 
his revenues as a composer will 
work out to that end if he is un- 
hampered by debtor worries. The 
young producer sat at his desk to 
answer all questions, while his at- 
torney, Dan M. Logan, propounded 
the idea. Forced to make a settle- 


Piay- 











ment at this time, the lawyer said, 
the creditors would get very little, 


Youmans wishing to pay off as he 
partially has done for the past year | 
Or sO. 

Claims against Youmans 
$350,000. <All but $50,000 is owed 
on ‘Great Day,’ which was tried in 
two versions in 1929-30 at the Cos- 
mopolitan, New York. Another 
loser was ‘Damn Your Honor.’ The 
recent ‘Through the Years’ failure 
at the Manhattan is not concerned 


totaled 


in the moratorium, it being a sep- 
arate corporation. In the past two 
years Youmans has been able to 


pay off about $40,000 although hav- 
ing no show. His assets consist 
principally of his musical composi- 
tions and a publishing business 
which has been more or less dor- 
mant. 


ALTEN BILL ANOTHER 
WORRY BESIDES TAX 


Equity is alarmed over two pend- 
ing pieces of legislation, an alien 
actor measure provosed in Wash- 
ington and the proposed New York 
state 10% admissions tax. Repre- 
sentative Dickstein of New York 
has prepared the alien bill, which 
threatens the functioning of 
Equity’s own measure in that di- 
rection, 

The federal bill was first drawn 
up at the instance of the Choral 
union, whose members are grand 
opera choristers. It was proposed 
to bar all non-citizens. Dickstein 
since revised the bill to apply to 
all foreign actors or professional 
players but not operatic leads, 





‘BELIEVIN’’ DEFERRED 

‘Seein’ Is_ Believin’,” musical 
slated to go into rehearsal yester- 
day (Monday) for Barry Buchanan 
suffered another delay, its second, 
the reason given the illness of Ber- 
tram Harrison, director. Original 
Washington, D. C., opening has been 
cancelled. 

Chas. Lawrence now cast replac- 
ing Bobby Jarvis. 





RICE’S FALL SHOW 


‘Life Is Real,’ Elmer Rice's next 
play, won't show up until early in 
the Fall. Writing on ft is prac- 
tically finished, but Rice figures his 
two plays on Broadway currently 
‘Left Bank’ and ‘Counsellor at Law,’ 
sufficient for the time being. 

Meanwhile Rice is going to Rus- 
sia to see production there of his 
‘Adding Machine.’ 





New Firm 
Milton Kramer and Herbert 
Krapp are principals concerned in 
Forrest Productions, recently 


formed to produce for the Forrest, 
N. ¥. House is one of those leases 
disaffirmed by the Shubert re- 
ceivers. 

Kramer is part owner of the 
theatre and Krapp the architect, 
and also said to be a part owner. 
First show, ‘A Few Wild Oats,’ is 
being staged by Chauncey Keim, 
who was g. m, for Charles Hopkins 





| M: wddern in ‘Left Bank,’ 


—=} 
e a 
Inside —Legit 
Cy Landry has lost his action against Aarons & Freedley. Between 


$7,000 and $8,000 was involved in the decision handed down by abiters, 
Case dates back to 1929 when A. & F. produced ‘Me For Yow’ for 
which Landry had a run of the play contract. ‘Me’ was taken out of town, 


where it closed. Producers then put on ‘Heads Up.’ Landry, who 


| brought the action only recently, claimed the amount in litigation Was 


| due him on the theory ‘Me’ and ‘Heads’ were actually the same play, 
| It was shown at the arbitration, which included reading both scripts 
that ‘Me’ was written by a Owen Davis and ‘Heads’ by Lorenz Rodgers, 


Richard Hart, Jack MacGowan and Paul Gerard Smith, 

In moving ‘Mourning Becomes Electra’ from the Guild Theatre, N. Y,, 
to the Alvin across the street Monday (29), no trucks were First 
show to be thus transplanted in accordance with recent agreements 
affected by the Theatre League between legit producers 
van owners’ groups. 

While no vans were involved stage crews were not allowed to move 
the sets, this being done by the teamsters’ union who carried them across 
the street. Under the old system if the theatre were immediately next 
door, it was necessary to load the production on trucks which were then 
driven around the block to the new house. 


used 


and the various 


No gran@ opera for Los Angeles this coming season for the L. A. Grand 
Opera Assn. Under the direction of Merle Armitage, local opera was 
held down to a deficit of $11,000 in 1930, with many of the backers think- 


ing that Armitage was too lavish in his expenditures. For the 1931 
season, he was asked to take a third cut in pay, which he refused, going 
back with Charles Wagner to handle concerts 


In other hands, the local opera season last year wound up $55,000 


behind the eight ball, which brought the decision to sluff the musical 
melos this season. 
grand new idea in legit production is being plotted by Dr. Milton 


Bender. Notion is to use only 
scenery and sets. Tieup is being 
company for that purpose, with 
thing except cast and theatre. 

sender’s idea is a revue, with material now being gathered by him, 
on the hope of starting rehearsals within a month. 
only previous production experience being a 
some years back. 


paper, largely cellophane, for costumes, 
made with a paper manufacturing 


the paper company paying for every- 


sender is 
titled ‘New 


a dentist, 
revue Yorkers’ 

Arbitration of the dispute between Ben Stein, producer of 
Tower,’ and the authors is due this week. When the show 
readied Ralph Murphy, one author, was on the Coast while Laura Baxter, 
the collaborator, was busy rehearsing in ‘Animal Kingdom.’ 

Original script called for decapitated bodies and other sights mindful 
of the Spanish Inquisition. Stein decided such details would be revolt- 
ing stage fare and deleted them from the script which is one reason 
why the authors complained. 


‘Black 


was being 





Colleen Moore, back in New York from the south after 
marriage, and with a legit assignment to fulfill for Henry 


her recent 
Duffy on the 


Coast, is spending most of her time rehearsing. She will do ‘Church 
Mouse’ out west, believed to be her first legit effort. 


Failing to find Bert Lytell with sufficient time on his hands, Miss 
Moore has persuaded the stage manager of the show to tutor her in 
the Ruth Gordon part, and the manager may also hop west to aid Duffy 
in staging the piece which will open in San Francisco. 

Something of an old love in Arthur Lubin buying ‘A Trip to Press- 
burg,’ foreign play by Leo Perutz. It was previously owned by Ray- 
Minor, former Paramount legit subsidiary, at a time when Lubin was 
employed by the firm. 

Adaptation of the play was one of the things Lubin fought for before 
being dropped. With Ray-Minor letting go of the play, Lubin promptly 
picked it up on his own. 





Last minute mind change caused J. J. Shubert to drop his scheme of 
folding ‘Marching By’ in Chicago and putting the company into immedi- 
ate rehearsal of a follow-up musical, ‘Circus Princess.’ 

Though the entire company was sent into New York to open ‘Marching 
By’ there, it is understood that as soon as the eastern stay is over the 
Shuberts will ship the cast back to the Great Northern, Chicago, to do 
‘Princess.’ 


With ‘Child of Manhattan,’ by Preston Sturges opening, Mrs. A. G. 
Blumenthal (Peggy Fears) appears in earnest about legit production, 
buying another show, ‘I Must Love Some One,’ by Jack Kirkland. Latter 
is the former husband of Nancy Carroll. 

‘Must,’ a comedy, involves about 25 scenes. Production probably soon 
after ‘Child’ with mention of Mary Duncan for the lead, 


‘Lysistrata,’ as a stock attraction, has been playing a pretty fair num- 
ber of towns lately. One recent week is estimated to have netted about 
$3,000 in stock royalties. 


CONCERTS 


Sadah Schuchari was heard in 
her annual violin recital at Town 
Hall. The important numbers on 
the program were the Bach Cha- 
conne and Franck’s A Major Son- 
ata, followed by shorter ones by De 








Sala at Town Halli 


After an absence of three years, 
Antoni Sala, Spanish ‘cellist, gave 
his second recital in Town Hall. 
The Brahm’'s Sonata in E Minor, 
Op. 38, Saint-Saen’s Concerto in A 


Falla-Kochanski, Ravel and Doh-| winor, a sonata by the 18th century 
nanyi. Miss Schuchari seems t0| Neapolitan composer, Nicola Por- 
have the same fault that was evi- pora, and two Spanish pieces, 


denced in her playing of last sea- 
son—her high strings are still me- 
tallic but her tone is vibrant and 
large. Gregory Ashcan assisted at 
the plano. A friendly audience 


Joaquin Turina’s ‘Farruca’ and @ 
Malaguena by Isaac Albeniz com- 
pleted a delightful program. Mr. 
Sala displays thorough technical 
skill and a beautiful quality of tone, 
mellow and sympathetic, A large 
audience. 
Lewie Emery Recital 

Lewis Emery, baritone, in a re- 
cital which crowded Town Hall, 
again demonstrated his fine vocal 
artistry in a program covering 
French, German and English songs. 
Higa diction, especially in the Ger- 
man group, was perfect, as were 
his technique and phrasing. The 
color and biending of Mr. Emery’s 


Met Surprise Party 

The operatic surprise party at 
the Met. Sunday, March 6, promises 
to be a great lark. There will be @ 
try-out on the stage before Mr. 
Gatti-Gazzazi, with six scenes. 
‘Bootlegging French Champagne, 
‘Wiener Schnitzel und Wurzburge r,’ 
‘American Flag,’ (only the American 


voice had its best expression in| artists), ‘Auld Lang Syne,’ featur 
‘tlallelujah’ which was received | ing the big artists of times past 
with much enthusiasm. The pro-| and concluding with ‘Family Pa- 
eram entire was a good departure | rade,’ by all artists, chorus, ballet, 


from the hackneyed ones so often | stage hands, ushers and box-oftice 





for 18 years. 





heard. personnel, 

















progr 
pult ' 
off B 
ings 
whicl 
The | 
well | 
unlik 
Thi 
ingto 
terru 
for tl 
chan; 
eveni 
tract 
the n 
the 
caus¢ 
In 
draw 
Musi 
of $4 
Thee 
$33,0 
inee. 
hot. 
ticke 
the | 
AD 
figur 
by a 
sales 
000 
was 
sello 
000 | 
Julie 
whil 
$4,00 
been 
La 
weal 
The 
mier 
with 
Me ” 
like< 
trad 
prev 
Har 
Squ: 
Li 
"Bris 
bery 
way 
44th 
Boo 
the 
(29) 
leay 
whe 
add 
= 
nex 
shiy 
‘Th 
Mo 
Ove 
Laé 
Pla 





rand 
was 
ink- 
1931 
ing 


»,000 
sical 


lion 
nes, 
ring 
ory - 


him, 
tist, 
ers’ 


lack 
eing 
cter, 


dful 
olt- 
ison 


cent 
the 
irch 


Miss 
r in 
uffy 


ess- 
aye 
was 


fore 
ptly 


e of 
edi- 


ning 
the 
» do 


ion, 
.tter 


00n 


um- 
yout 


ars, 
ave 
fall. 
nor, 
n A 


or- 
ces, 


om- 
Mr. 
ical 
ne, 
rge 


at 
ises 
ea 
Mr. 
nes. 
ne, 
c or,” 
can 


ur- 

ast 
Pa- 
llet, 





a 


9 


Y pee. 
__ 








Tuesday, March 1, 1932 


VARIETY 53 





—--- --— 





Bway List Goes Into Lenten Drop 


As People Turn to Ther Churches; 
Few Smashes Climb to Top Money 





It may not be pertinent that 
the churches are full, but the de- 
cline in legit business in the past 
two weeks is the most drastic in 
many years. Lent appears to be 
more an influence than heretofore, 
besides the income tax, 

The down trend seemed to be 
progressive last week, with the re- 
guilt that seven shows were chased 
off Broadway's boards. The clos- 
ings mostly represented attractions 
which never figured in the money. 
The list of weak sisters was pretty 
well shaken out, but there are more 
unlikely to make the grade. 

The slump started before Wash- 
ington’s Birthday and was only in- 
terrupted by that holiday. Business 
for the matinees was excellent for a 


change and nearly doubled the 
evening’s attendance for most at- 
tractions. The holiday break held 


the moderate shows from going into 
the ruck, but business thereafter 
caused general complaint. 

In contrast was the business 
drawn by the leaders, ‘Face the 
Music’ going to great money, a gross 
of $44,000 in nine performances; ‘Of 
Thee I Sing’ ran second with over 
$33,000, also playing an extra mat- 


inee. Other musicals were not so 
hot. Street selling of overboard 


ticket allotments cause squawks to 
the police. 

Among the dramas were some big 
figures, too, the hits being protected 
by agency buys and advance b. o. 
sales. ‘Reunion in Vienna’ got $25,- 
000 in nine and ‘Animal Kingdom’ 
was credited with $24,000; ‘Coun- 
sellor-at-Law’ held its pace at $20,- 
000 in nine times; ‘There’s Always 
Juliet’ rated next best with $14,500, 
while the field straggled down to 
$4,000 and less for shows which had 
been getting $7,500 or better. 

4zast week’s new shows started 
weakly during the downward trend, 
‘The Inside Story’ drew a fine pre- 
miere and good notices then died, 
with the week about $5,000; ‘Riddle 
Me This,’ John Golden, was likewise 
liked by first nighters, with slim 
trade; shows which came in late the 
previous week like ‘Trick for Trick,’ 
Harris, and ‘Wild Waves,’ Times 
Square, found rough roads, 

Last Saturday’s added closings: 
‘Brief Moment, Cort; ‘Jewel Rob- 
bery,’ Vanderbilt; ‘East of Broad- 


way,’ Belmont; ‘Little Racketeer,’ 
44th Street; ‘The Fatal _ Alibi,’ 
Booth; ‘Zombie,’ Biltmore. ‘When 


the Bough Breaks’ closed Monday 
(29) at the 48th Street. ‘Scandals’ 
leaves the Apollo next Saturday, 
when other closings are sure to be 
added. 

‘Hot Cha’ comes to the Ziegfeld 
next week and bids for list leader- 
ship, the incoming card also having 
‘The Warrior’s Husband,’ Morosco; 
“Money ‘n the Air,’ Ritz; ‘Night 
Over Taos,’ 48th Street; “The Old 
Lady Shows Her Medals, (revival), 
Playhouse’ and ‘The Round-Up,’ 
Majestic (revival). 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Black Tower,’ Ambassador (8th 
week) (CD-1,200-$3). With players 
on percentage basis about getting 
by; estimated around $4,000. 

‘Blessed Event,’ Longacre (4th 
week) (C-1,019-$3). Strong holiday 
start (Washington’s Birthday), 
more than evened up mid-week 
drop; grossed $11,000; profitable. 

‘Brief Moment,’ Cort. Withdrawn 
Saturday; played 16 weeks, first 
two months at Belasco; dropped 
under $5,000 last week; ‘Bridal 
Wise’ due in two weeks. 

‘Cat and Fiddle,’ Globe (21st 
week) (M-1,416-$4.40). Slipped in 
the general downward trend with 
takings approximating $20,000. 

‘Child of Manhattan,’ Fulton (1st 
week) (C-913-$3). Presented in- 
dependently (Peggy Fears); writ- 
ten by Preston Sturges; well re- 
garded in Newark; opens tonight. 

‘Counsellor - at- Law,’ Plymouth 
(8th week) (C-1,042-$3). Extra 
holiday matinee helped hit maintain 
Pace otherwise would have dropped; 
$20,000. 

‘Cynara,’ 


Shubert (18th week) 
(CD-1,395-$3). Moved here from 
Morosco for cut rate drive; had 


been dropping and last week about 


$7,000; ‘Warrior's Husband’ next 
Week. 
‘East of Broadway,’ Belmont. 


Stopped Saturday after six weeks 
of small money; not $2,000 last 
week and that from cut rates. 
‘Face the Music,’ New Amsterdam 
(34 week) (M-1,702-$5.50). First 
full week the gross was nearly 


but not better than an even break 
with takings a bit over $5,000. 

‘Little Racketeer,’ Went off at 
44th Street Saturday after unprofit- 
able six weeks; sent to Phila. week 
earlier than planned because of 
moving ‘Vanities’ in. 

‘Marching By,’ 46th St. (lst week) 
(M-1,413-$3). Presented by the Shu- 
berts; musical from Chicago laid 
off 10 days; opens Thursday (3). 


‘Monkey,’ Mansfield (4th week) 
(CD-1,050-$3). Title changed to 
‘Inspector Kennedy’ Monday; not 


certain after this week, but hoped 
new abel will help mystery show. 

‘Moon on Yellow River,’ Guild 
(ist week) (CD-914-$3). Presented 
by Theatre Guild; written by Den- 
nis Johnston; well regarded at try- 
outs; opened Monday. 

‘Mourning Becomes Electra,’ Al- 
vin (19th week) (D-1,327-$4). Moved 
here from Guild Monday; advance 
sale strong especially upstairs 
where capacity is greater; about 
$15,000 last week. 

‘Of Thee I Sing,’ Music Box (10th 
week) (M-1,000-$5.50). Went over 
$33,000 last week and the compan- 
ion-piece to ‘Face the Music’; extra 
holiday matinee boosted gross. 

‘Riddle Me This,’ John Golden (2d 
week) (C-900-$3). Opened late last 
week, winning very good notices; 


second night light, but some life 
Saturday. 
‘Reunion in Vienna,’ Beck (16th 


week) (C-1,168-$3). Remains out in 
front of comedies; capacity despite 
slump; last week topped $25,000 in 
nine performances. 


‘Scandals,’ Apollo 25th week) 
(R-1,168-$5.50). Final week; house 


(Continued on page 54) 


Guild’s ‘Moon’ Collects 
Only a Dull $13,000 
In 2d Phila. Week 


Philadelphia, Feb. 29. 

A last-minute change in booking 
has kept Philly from reaching the 
lowest legit ebb it has known in 
many seasons—that is to have only 
a single legit show in town during 
the middle of season. 
The Shuberts moved ‘The Little 
Racketeer’ up a week and have 
booked it at the Forrest instead of 
the Shubert after all. It opens a 
two weeks engagement tonight. 

Only other legit offering is “If 
Booth Had Missed,’ now in its 
second week at the Chestnut under 
professional players’ subscription 
auspices. 
Erlanger side hasn’t got a definite 
booking until Easter Monday, March 
28, when George Cohan’s ‘Con- 
fidential Service,’ with George M. 
in the lead, opens at the Broad 
and the Mask and Wig Club’s new 
show, ‘Ruff Neck’ starts its annual 
fortnightly engagement at the Gar- 
rick. Every effort was made to 
persuade Ziegfeld to bring ‘Hot 
Cha’ into the Erlanger for at least 
a single week but apparently plans 
fell through. <A couple of other try- 
out pieces were also shelved far as 
Philly is cancerned, although there 
is still a chance for ‘Immoral Re- 
lations’ comedy with Blanche Ring 
which Henry Forbes is producing. 

On the Shubert side there is only 
Katharine Cornell's ‘Barretts of 
Wimpole Street’ definitely listed 
after ‘The Little Racketeer.’ The 
date is March 14; the house, the 
Forrest, and the length of run 
definitely limited to two weeks, ac- 
cording to report. ‘Grand Hotel’ 
comes to the same house probably 
in April, and there is promise that 
William Brady, Jr.’s., new produc- 
tion, ‘We Are No Longer Children,’ 
with June Walker and Geoffrey 
Kerr, will have a local try-out late 
this month. 

There are a number of indications 
that April will be productive of 
more theatrical activity than either 





February or March—an_ unusual 
state of things. In addition to 
‘Grand Hotel’ there will be the 


Guild’s ‘Mourning Becomes Electra,’ 
a new Max Gordon show and possi- 
bly ‘The Devil Passes’ and a return 
of ‘The Band Wagon’ and of the 
civic light opera company. 

Last week's biz in the two houses 
write home 





$44,000; not actual capacity but 
biggest money on Broadway: nine| 
times, a 

‘Hay Fever,’ Avon (10th week) 
(C-830-$3). Smacked down like 
most others in very bad going; 


under $5,000 but with cut rate sup- 
port may stay. 
: J ss , : 
Jewel Robbery,’ Vanderbilt. Taken 


off Saturday; played seven weeks 
to disappointing money; sale of | 
rights to pictures evened up loss; 
$4,000 last week. 

‘Left Bank,’ Little (22nd week) 
(D-530-$3). Road plans indefinite 





Dark 48th St. 


Five theatres in 48th street 
between Sixth and Seventh 
avenues recently blazed with 
lights of as many shows. This 


week the block is entirely 
dark. 

Shows that closed were 
‘Brief Moment, Cort; ‘East 
of Broadway,’ Belmont; ‘A 
Church Mouse,’ Playhouse; 
‘Jewel Robbery,’ Vanderbilt 


and ‘When the Bough Breaks,’ 
48th Street. 











HEAT FLOORS 
LEGITS IN L. A. 


Los Angeles, Feb. 29. 

After 14 days of rain, the legit 
houses got a bad break when ther- 
mometers jumped to 86. ‘Grand Ho- 
tel’ folded Saturday after a 10-week 
run, setting up a record for non- 
musicals at $2.50. Average stay 
here is less than four weeks. 

‘Cyrano de Bergerac’ followed 
‘Hotel’ Monday into the Belasco, 
copping a sneak by one week 
Walter Hampden, who opens in the 
same piece at the Biltmore March 7. 
Richard Bennett and Kay Johnson 
are starred in the Belasco version, 
which opened to just fair advance. 


on 


The two ‘Cyranos’ will give L. A. 
its first taste of the same show 
day-and-dating. Both are in for 


two weeks and will overlap for one 
week. 

‘The Monster’ folded at 
Capitan after three quiet 
Leo Carillo in ‘Gypsy Jim’ 
Monday to a light house. 

Cornelia Otis Skinner in her 
‘Wives of Henry VIII’ recital got 
$3,000 for six performances at the 
Biltmore. Patronage mostly from 
the women’s clubs. She skipped 
down to San Diego for a one-night 
date Thursday and got $500. 

‘Shining Blackness’ folded Thurs- 
day at the Mason with less than 
$1,500 in the till. Piece which was 
on its second week, was still-born. 

‘The Enemy’ hangs on at the 
Orange Grove by the grace of two- 
for-ones and service tickets. Take 
for the week was less than $500, 
which is about the nut for this. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘The Monster’ El Capitan (3rd- 
final week) (CD-1,571; $1.50). 
Three-week oyster fry. Closed to 
$3,000 and ‘Gypsy Dan’ opened Sun- 
day. 

‘Grand Hotel,’ Belasco (10th-final 
week) (D-1,103; $2.50). Folded to 
$10,000 after most profitable run. 
‘Cyrano’ opened Monday. 

‘The Wives of Henry VIII’ Bilt- 
more (one week only) (D-1,656; 
$2.50). Six days got 33,000; profit- 
able for Miss Skinner. House goes 
dark for one week, then Walter 
Hampden in ‘Cyrano.’ 

‘The Enemy’ Orange Grove (4th 
week) (D-800; $1). Just about eat- 
ing money at $500. 

‘Shining Blackness’ Mason (2nd 
week) (D-1,500; $2.50). Quit Thurs- 
day with a take of $1,500. 


‘Crazy Quilt’ at $25,000 
Shows San Fran’s Mood 


San Francisco, Feb. 29. 
That this town is hungry for 
Broadway musicals indicated by the 


the 
weeks 
opened 





excellent reception given ‘Crazy 
Quilt’ at the Curran. House has 
been a sell-out at $3 top and it 


could play here far beyond its two 
scheduled weeks. Around $25.000 
in the safe, which is plenty more 
than this house has had in ages. 

Meanwhile next door at the Geary 
Richard Bennett in ‘Cyrano de Ber- 
gerac’ did a nosedive in a third 
week, sagging to a hazardous $5,000 
and bowing out in favor of ‘Grand 
Hotel’ which has a good advance 
for its Monday (29) opening. 

Duffy’s Alcazar dark pending a 
March 6 opening of May Robson in 
‘Guest Room’. Erlanger’s Columbia 
dark but re-lights tonight (29) with 
Cornelia Otis Skinner. 











Stock Collects $4,500 


On ‘Once in Lifetime’ \ 


Minneapolis, Feb. 29. 
‘Once in a Lifetime’ was a good 
card for the Bainbridge stock, gross 
ing around $4,500. Play and presen- 


|tation won much praise. Current 
‘A Church Mouse.’ 
With Carmen, guest dancer, and 


|}a professiona] wrestling match on¢ 


| 


| 


open was nothing to 
about. ‘If Booth Had Missed’ had 
a fine opening on Washington's 
birthday and won great notices 
Tuesday was just as bad here as ir 
New York and the intake slid off 
alarmingly. After that the pro- 
players’ attraction at the Chestnut 
built up slowly but steadily all 
week. Over $8,000 and encouraging. 
The Guild's ‘The Moon in the} 
Yellow River’ won much praise for 
lartistry and should have been re- 
lceived with open arms by the} 
| sophisti ites but strangely enough 
imany of the subscribers’ kicked 
| Practically no box office activity at 
ithe Garrick, with not more than 


1$13,000 in second and last week, 


| 


night, the stock burlesque compan 
at the Gayety, with ‘Gayety Follie: 
did around $4,000, good. 

After a long stretch of 
the Metropolitan reopens 
with William Gillette in 
Holmes.’ 


darkness 
Mareh 10 
‘Sherlock 


El | 


EEGETEIMATE 


Chi Misses in 2 Starts; ‘Wagon’ 
Around $27,000; 


‘Experience’ $6,900 





Chicago, Feb. 29. 
Business held up in the 
majority of the spots last week, but 


nicely 


to ‘Band Wagon,’ on its entry week 


at the Illionis, it 
mine $27,000 and 
flock of furrowed brows. Bad start 
threw the house and Max Gordon 
cohorts into a panic and in 
week they bought up a mess 
newspaper space to announce that 
the revue’s stay had been cut to 
three weeks. Number of big trade 
conventions are due to hit town 
during the next three weeks, and 
the support from this source is ex- 
pected to bring an additional dash 
of life to the box offices. 

‘Band Wagon’ opened last Mon- 
day (22) to approximate capacity 
and a hefty beating of the tom-toms 
by the reviewers. Advance sales 
helped appreciably to overcome the 


meant just a car-| 


the cause for a 


mid- | 


ot 


box office dullness on the subse-| 
quent four performances. Things 
perked up Friday, with the strong 


pace evinced at the two Saturday 
shows and the call for the current 
week presaged a much brighter pic- 
ture for the remainder of the run. 
Box office behaviar here is remin- 
iscent of the recent ‘Follics’ date at 
the same house. Ziegfeld extrava- 
ganza opened to a similar take and 
the next week shot up to around 
$35,000. 


‘Experience Unnecessary,’ which 
split premiere attention with the 
Gordon musical, drew little money 
for the initial performance outside 
that pledged by the Dramatic 
League subscribers. Critics took to 
the comedy lukewarmly, and the 


sharp slump after the opening per- 
formance prompted a heavy distri- 
bution of paper. Toward the end of 
the week's take at least two grand 
over last week’s $6,500. 

Second week of ‘Mourning Be- 
comes Electra’ at the Blackstone 
showed the unfavorable critical re- 
action had somewhat been overcome 
and two grand above the previous 
week. All balcony and gallery seats 
were gone by Saturday (27) for the 
third and final lap, but the wads of 
lower floor ducats intact in the 
racks indicated the local attitude 
toward the $4 tilt for a dramatic 
show. 

‘Grand Hotel’ Departs 

‘Grand Hotel’ completed 12 weeks 
at the Grand Saturday and blew for 
Milwaukee. Last two weeks of the 
whirligig drama resolved into an 
even break for the producer and a 
dip into the red for the house. Final 
stanza brought it substantially bet- 
ter than $20,000. Other Saturday 
pullout was Lew Leslie's ‘Rhapsody 
in Black,’ tagged for Detroit, after 
nine moderately profitable weeks at 
the Garrick. Withdrawal of this 
pair created the unprecedented situ- 
ation of every Shubert operated 
house in Chicago being in darkness 
Sunday night. Predicament obtained 
only overnight, however. Fred 
Stone’s ‘Smiling Faces’ unveiled the 
next day at the Grand. 

‘Chocolate Soldier’ continues to 
maintain its profitable two-for-one 
pace. Click last week repeated its 
previous $14,000 countup, with the 
revival now selling three weeks in 
advance, Rival magnet for the 
clipped scale element, the Adelphi, 


went a half grand over the first 
stanza’s $9,000 with ‘As Husbands 
Go.” Comedy slated to leave Mar. 12 


and ‘Zombie’ coming in to replace 
the next day. 

Little headway indicated by the 
$14,000 taken in last week by ‘Coun- 
seller-at-Law,’ Selwyn. Included in 
the figure is the $2,000 garnered by 
an extra performance Washington’s 
Birthday. Difference matches the 
previous seven day’s $12,000. 

Yascha Yushny’s ‘Blue Bird’ Russe 
revue moved out of the Studebaker 
Saturday to make room for the 
Maude Adams version of ‘Merchant 
of Venice.’ Latter opens its week's 
engagement tonight (27), with an 
encouraging advance sale. 

Lester Bryant brought ‘The Sandy 
Hooker’ into the Cort Sunday (28), 
vith the tickets going at $2.50 top 





| 
| 
} 
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‘As Husbands Go,’ Adelphi (6th 
;week) (C-806; $3). No let-up in 
pace for this one since it came over | 

: ; - | 
rom the Blac tone two weeks ago 
Neat profit all around at $9,500. 

|} Scheduled to ram March 12, with 
Zombie’ following. 

‘Band Wagon,’ Illinois (1st week) 
(R-1,3855; $4.40). With 58 stake 
hand and 295 ! ician on the Pp 

1], the initial week's $27,000 t 

hunky nick out of bot the house 

} t jer ‘ }) 

ndoff caused Hmiting of to 
three weeks Figured to overcome 
ar cetare } tantial)] ‘ » 

‘Blue Bird,’ Stiudebal (3d-final 
week) (R-1,365; $3). Blew to around | 
$6,000, with almost all of it coming | * 
‘from cutrates. Maude Adams’ re- 


i this 





on the two-for-one plan from 
scratch. Entry date for the George | 
Wintz production of ‘Death Takes | 
a Hetiday, Playhouse, was shifted | 
from iast Saturday to Thursday of | 
week. Latter revival is tabbed 
for cut-rate attention at $3 top. 
Estimates for Last Week 


vival of ‘Merchant of Venice’ comes 


'in Monday (29) ona six-day ticket. 


‘Chocolate Soldier,’ Erlanger (4th 
iweek) (O-1,319; $3). Moving along 
at a profitable clip. Around $14,000. 

‘Counsellor-at-Law,’ Selwyn (3d 
iweek (CD-1,086; $3). Did slightly 
| better than $14,000 on 16 perform- 
jances. Still trying hard to inveigle 
the balcony trade. 

‘Experience Unnecessary,’ Harris 
(lst week) (C-1,084: $3). Initial 
week gave it around $6,500, with 
major part of the coin coming from 


Dramatic League sources. 
call give it some promise. Slump 
following opening started Shubert 
office talking about switch into the 
Garrick next week and trying to sell 
it at cut-rate. Idea dropped when 
business took a slight spurt toward 
the end of the week here. 

‘Grand Hotel,’ Grand 


Advance 


(12th-final 


week) (D-1,360; $3). Eased off con- 
| siderably on the last two weeks, 
Final lap netted around $20,000. 
Moved on to Milwaukee Saturday 
and Fred Stone's ‘Smiling Faces’ 
took over the house Monday (29). 
‘Mourning Becomes Electra,’ 


Blackstone (2d week) (D-1,299; $4). 
Tally of $14,000 a couple of grand 


better than the opening week. Has 
the current lap to go, with house 


then going dark at least for three 
weeks, 

‘Rhapsody in Black,’ Garrick (9th- 
final week) (R-1,319; $2.50). Start- 
ed off badly on the week but recov- 
ered sharply enough to show around 
$12,000 for the exit. Left for Detroit, 
and house went dark, with nothing 
in view for the latter. 

‘Sandy Hooker,’ Cort (C-1,984: 
$2.50). Came in Sunday, with Edna 
Hibbard and James Spottswood in 
the leads. Going at cut-rate from 
scratch. 


$42,000 FOR ‘CHA’ IN 
PITT SWAMPS ‘SCHOOL’ 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 29. 


Everything Ziegfeld here last 
week with ‘Hot-Cha’ getting an 


estimated $42,000 at the Nixon to 
break all legit records for the sea- 
son. Advance sale wasn't so hot, 
but after critics went into an un- 
qualified rave, the b. o. deluge kept 


up all week at $4.40. Standing 
room sold even in the gallery. 
Musical stays here a_e second 


week, Newark having been can- 
celled. 

Pull of this show didn’t de 
‘School for Scandal’ any good at 


the Alvin, Ethel Barrymore draw- 
ing her lowest gross here in years. 
Despite subscription backing and 
an extra matinee Washington's 
birthday, doubtful if La Barrymore 
got $11,000, as against her $25,000 
last year in ‘Scarlet Sister Mary.’ 
Same thing happened week pre- 
viously in Washington where ‘Hot- 
Cha’ and ‘School for Scandal’ also 
were pitted against each other. 
Alvin is currently dark and will 


remain that way until March 28, 
Easter Week, when ‘Little Rack- 
eteer’ comes in with ‘Barretts,’ 


‘Grand Hotel,’ ‘Rhapsody in Black,’ 
a sixth subscription play to be se- 
lected later, and ‘Laugh Parade’ 
winding up season, After ‘Hot- 
Cha’ leaves, Nixon will likewise be 
dark during Easter Week with ‘Too 


True to Be Good,’ ‘Cyrano,’ Che- 
valier and ‘Scandals’ as final at- 
tractions. 





‘Barretts’ Boston Smash, 
$71,000 in Three Weeks 


3oston, Feb. 29. 
Katherine Cornell's ‘Barretts of 
Wimpole Street’ is town’s hit of the 
season. Second week gave it $27,- 
000 capacity. Standees and turn- 
aways. Will have grossed over 
$71,000 for its three-week stay. 
Musicals are holding up, but dra- 
matic attractions are not faring 
well. 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘Barretts of Wimpole Street’ Shu- 
bert, excell $27,000 
week, This is final 
‘Everybody’s Welcome,’ 
00d $19,000 for 
ing third. 
‘Three’s a Crowd,’ Colonial, sec- 
ond and last $20,500, not exciting. 


‘Too True to be Good,’ ops ns to- 


SO 


e iit ait e ‘ sta 
week, 
Ma jc . 


econd week, stay- 


night. Beatrice Lillie in a Shaw 
pl iy. Advance sale good. 

‘Happy Landing,’ Plymouth, p 
$6,000 opening week. Stays a sec- 
ond, ‘Electra’ Hollis, with Bla: ‘ 
Yurka, drew $7,500. ‘The V 
Duck’ for current week. 


Stock 


lé 


Arbuckle in 


Foe ve Arbu Op , 
it the Moore ¢ sg - 
in ‘Baby Mine.’ It’s a le | stock 
i e, 

Laura La Plante completes two 


,eeks here in saimeé 


apac ity, Zross- 


ing an estimated $5,000, 
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Broadway 





THE INSIDE STORY 


Melodrama in three acts presented by 
A. H. Woods at the National, Feb. 22; 
written by George Bryant and Francis 
Vedri; staged by A. H. Van Buren. 

RE DAO, cc cc ccescoseees Frank Camp 
Mrs, McGowan......+e+e.-e+e....Marie Hunt 
Gerald Stockton. ..cccccccess Roy Roberts 
Nick Lipman..........-..-Briam Donlevy 
Gus Bernstein......... George Pembroke 
ROWS DORs cc cncccccce Frank M. Thomas 

Tod )§=XGUSBMAN... .ccccccccccess Gage Clark 
Louis Corotto..... eses-e--LoOuis Calhern 
Mamie Gillette...... Marguerite Churchill 
Frank Delaney.........-..Stanley Ridges 
Capt. Dan Engle..........-. Paul Everton 
House-Detective Boynton..Edward Keane 
Hotel Maid......ccccccce:s Mary Redmond 
Fred Beekman........+..-- Harland Tucker 
Mrs. Beekman..........Hariet MacGibbon 
Evelyn Beekman......«-- Frances Tannchill 
Tom McIntyre......eee-eeees Fdward Ellis 
Harry Coates........-; Fred Irving Lewis 
Governor Hazelton....William Courtenay 
Father Joseph..... ««-W. W. Shuttleworth 





All Broadway seemed to be root- 
ing for A. H. Woods’ comeback 
production, ‘The Inside Story,’ his 
first try since ‘Five Star Final,’ 
more than a year ago. The new 
show about politics and the rackets 
bangs along to an exciting finale, 
but it is this hit-making manager’s 
tough break that he must buck un- 
expectedly bad theatre going. 
Earlier in the winter it would have 
landed. Looks like picture money 
is best he can look for. 

Melodrama is right in Woods’ al- 
ley. In the same National he put 
across ‘Mary Dugan.’ ‘Inside 
Story’ is multi-scened play, care- 
fully prepared and splendidly cast. 
It moved so smbothly that it proved 
that not all shows require out-of- 
town tryout. 

The story ties up the political 
party of a mid-western city and 
state with a relentless over-lord of 
racketeers, who commits murder 
and gets away with it. This gang 
leader is fastidious, well groomed, 
well spoken and all powerful, his 
grip extending from police cap- 
tains to the political boss and 
through him to the governor. 

Some actual underworld incidents, 
such as the Rothstein murder and 
the slaying of Jake Lingle, the Chi- 
cago reporter, are enacted or in- 


dicated. 
Louis Corotto, the ‘big shot,’ 
whose racket is not mentioned 


makes the error of seducing a girl 
who lives with him, but in hate. 
When he finds she is sending money 
to her fiance, Gerald Stockton, in 
the big house, after being framed 
by one of his henchmen, Bernstein, 
Corotto starts out on a vicious 
program. Stockton is sprung from 
jail through an escape racket. He 
is instructed to go to a room in the 
Parkside hotel, there to meet 
Mamie Gillette, the girl. The room 
is Bernstein's. That fellow is shot 
a few minutes before the boy ar- 
rives by another Corotto aide. Idea 
is that Stockton will be accused 
of the murder, with revenge the 
motive and that he will ‘burn’ in 
the chair. It is Corotto’s nice little 
idea of getting even with Mamie 
and ‘anyone who tries to steal a 
girl from me.’ 

Fred Beekman, an attorney, who 
cannot be ‘reached’ is brow-beaten 
and lays down. He knows that 
with Mamie on the stand the case 
against the boy could be beaten. So 
does Corotto who gives the lawyer 
an idea of what may happen by 
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kidnapping his daughter. The child 
is returned but Corotto warns 
Beekman that if he does not fol- 
low orders the kid will be taken— 
and returned multilated. 

Stockton is in the death house 20 
minutes before the execution is 
scheduled, Frank Delaney, a 
straight-shooting reporter, is doing 
all he can to aid Mamie and goes 
with her to the governor's office. 
The latter is convinced the boy is 
innocent. But the political boss 
points out that it was Corotto’s 
money that made him governor 
and also that the same _ source 
financially helped his son-in-law, 
the district attorney. Corotto 
has proofs, and therefore for the 
good of the party the boy must 
burn. But there is a solution. Mamie 
shoots Corotto and a police cap- 


tain telephones the governor to 
stay the execution, also adding 
that the girl shot in self defense. 


The 
ful hands 


melodramatics are in skill- 
all around, with Louis 
Calhern, the smooth, oily, vicious 
Corotto. It is a long jump from 
the drawing room, but Calhern is 
a class actor. William Courtenay, 
back from Hollywood, made a third 
act appearance as the governor. 
He looks the part. Marguerite 
Churchill is Mamie who is gener- 
ally weepy through her troubled 
experiences. Roy Roberts _is the 
framed Stockton, best when raving 
over ths reprieve delay. Stanley 
Ridges is the manly reporter De- 
laney. Frank M. Thomas plays 
Bert Teagle the reporter mixed in 
with Corotto and killed because he 
knew the inside story. Edward El- 
lis is the boss. Harland Tucker 
another excellent choice as Beek- 
man and Brian Donlevy as Corotto's 
assistant stand out too in this sterl- 
ing cast. 

There are 14 scenes with 8 differ- 
ent sets. Scenes are set up on three 
rolling platforms, worked with pa- 
tent castors on steel tracks. The 
settings designed and made by P. 
Dodd Ackerman, are an important 
feature of the production. Espe- 
cially effective is that of the gov- 
ernor’s office in the executive man- 
sion. 

‘The Inside Story’ has sensation- 
alism, and it isn’t the manager's 
fault its chances are in doubt. 

Ibee. 


Don’t Mean Any Harm 


Comedy in three acts presented by Charles 
Hopkins at his theatre Feb. 22; written 
by A. A. Milne; staged by the producer. 


ArNeld. ..cccce ececescosecccescs GAVin Muir 
LGIBs cccce cocccccccccccccccso Marion Burns 
Stephen.....cccscecscscecess+-. vernon Kelso 
MOB én ccccee eoccccccccceses.ratricia Calvert 
Mr. Tilling. .cccccosccecees:-O. P. Heggie 
GRR. cece eccccccccccccccee ernest Lawford 
James..... PPeETTTTiTTi rrr Terre Richie Ling 
Gloria........ Ceccccccoccoccec eUtn Vivian 


Clare Tilling..ccocccccccseeeClare St. Clair 
Mrs. Tilling...+-+sseeeee+++-Molly Pearson 





Charles Hopkins has fared well 
enough with plays from the British 
pen of A. A. Milne, but to anticipate 
that ‘They Don’t Mean Any Harm’ 
will meet favor would be fantastic. 
It is somnambulistic, especially in 
the second act. What diversion 
there is, is tepid. Most of its char- 
acters seem too chatty if not annoy- 
ingly gabby. Looked as if the play 
could have been given as a two- 
part playlet and seemed clear the 
author was not at his best. 


Two better class but boresome 
young married couples, the Waites 
and the Bellamys, reside in Tot- 
tenham Court road, and the low- 
er middle class Tilling family is 
in the same house. They are cele- 
brating something when Mr. Tilling 
enters to gently protest the noise 
since it interferes with his writing 
of a novel about a lot of titled peo- 
ple. 

Tilling is passing middle age. He 
ekes out a living as a book agent. 
His wife is a wheel chair invalid, 
while the daughter Clare addresses 
envelopes to help along. Discover- 
ing all this, Arnold and Lola Waite, 
the latter the only likeable one of 
the four, and the Bellamys form a 
little beneficial society to aid the 
Tillings. 

One of Lola’s uncles is a bishop, 
another is a surgeon, and it is ar- 
ranged to place Mrs. Tilling in his 
nursing home, the diagnosis calling 
for a simple operation that will en- 
able the woman to walk again. The 
cleric is a bug about populating 
Canada with English folk. His pro- 
viso for the caring of Mrs. Tilling 
is that Clare leave for the Dominion 
the day her mother enters the hos- 
pital. 

It is made plain that the opera- 
tion is not a major one, that being 
stated no less than four times. Yet 
the day after the woman goes un- 
der the knife, she dies, leaving the 
old man to face the future alone. 














The young couples’ consolation is 


that they didn’t mean any harm. 
Marion Burns as Lola is new to 
Broadway, having come from the 
coast, where she was in legit. Her 
performance stood out as a sympa- 
thetic reading and her looks helped, 
too. O. P. Heggie is the helpless 
Mr. Tilling. Ruth Vivian as his 
daughter either had a cold or has 





the habit of talking annoyingly 
through her nose. The parts of 
Mrnest Lawford as the doctor and 


| Richie Ling as the clergyman were 
| brief. Patricia Calvert attracted 
attention chiefly because of 


; Some 


ithe way her frock was cut in front. | 


The Hopkins has some subscrip- 
tions but has little chance to run 
this play beyond that. Ibee. 


RIDDLE ME THIS 


Melodrama in three acts presented by 
John Golden at his theatre Feb. 25; writ- 
ten by Daniel N. Rubin; Frank Craven and 
Thomas Mitchell starred; staged by the 
former. 
Dr. Ernest Tindal........ Charles Richman 
Mrs. Ruth Tindal........ Georgette Spelvin 
Detective Capt. McKinley..Thomas Mitchell 
Dr. Sully.ccccccccccccsecese James C. Lane 
Alcock .cccccess eccecccoverees Charles Laite 
Duffy cscccece sccceecescooese Robert Burton 
BrOWN ccccccccccccceccescocens Tames Duddy 
Mrs. Ward..cccccccccecces Marjorie Garrett 
“Kir? wccccccccsccccoescese Frank Craven 
Mra. Alvif.cccoccccccecessecs Kate McComb 
Frank Mar8h..cccccccessseees Robert Lowes 
Vera Marsh...ccccceces Erin O' Brien-Mocore 
Jack Reed ...cccccccvcees sodeccees Dan Jarrett 
Julia Reed... cccccccccccsscccces Blyth Daly 

John Golden has tried several 


types of plays this season with in- 
different results, and now he pre- 
sents a detective play. It is good, 
particularly after the first act. In 
any other season it should have 
clicked, but right now, like other 
seemingly good things, it is in 
doubt. 


Two male stars figure in the 
chances of ‘Riddle Me This,’ both 


having a draw. Frank Craven ap- 
pears in the guise of a reporter, 
Thomas Mitchell being a lieutenant 
of detectives on the homicide squad. 
Mitchell has much the fatter part, 
but they make quite a team, being 
pals for the purposes of the play. 

It isn’t a mystery play, but is of 
that type. At the first curtain a 
woman has been killed. Dr. Ernest 
Tindal is seen on his. knees bending 
over the body of his wife. A pro- 
gram note states for the benefit of 
the late comer that the doctor has 
throttled ~-his wife and manufac- 
tured evidence against an innocent 
man. The playwright then pro- 
ceeds to show how the guiltless man 
is convicted of the murder and sen- 
tenced to die. Then at the last min- 
ute the doctor is found out. 
McKinley, the clever detective, 
and Kirk, the reporter, hicky at 
first, arrive on the scene of the 
crime. Dr. Tindal has been to a 
meeting of the medical society and 
the time of the killing is set be- 
tween 8:10 and 8:30 p.m. The prin- 
cipal evidence is that the murderer 
was left-handed; also clasped in the 
dead woman’s hand is a bit of 
shrapnel. 

Frank Marsh, a young. stock 
broker, is arrested. He admits hav- 
ing had the shrapnel token on his 
watch chain, but declares he lost it 
in a speakeasy on the night of the 
murder. His alibi is that he left the 
speak a little after 8 o’clock and 
was home at exactly 8:30. His sis- 
ter Vera confirms the time of ar- 
rival, 

However, it is brought out that 
Marsh was Mrs. Tindal’s lover and 
that they had quarreled when she 
suggested she divorce her husband 
to marry him. On that ground, and 
the evidence of the shrapnel par- 
ticle, the conviction is obtained. 
The only person who does not be- 
lieve in Marsh’s guilt is his sister. 
The frequent presence of the doctor 
in McKinley’s office at headquarters 
is not thought unusual, and in fact 
he aids in questioning the suspect. 

The manner in which the reporter 
discovers that a person being stran- 
gled would not grasp at a man’s 
watch chain, but would instinct- 
ively attempt to break the strari- 
gler’s grip, is made a_ highlight. 
From then on even the detective 
doubts the convicted man’s guilt. 
The killing of a gambler who was 
in the speakeasy when Marsh lost 
ihe token also counts in the correct 
solution of the crime. 

The change of pace in the second 
act lifts the play. The detective and 
the reporter are shown in their play- 
ful moments, drinking and shooting 
craps. The laughs are fairly plenti- 
ful for a play of the kind. One of 
the best chuckles comes when the 
bull declares the liquor is pre-war 
and the scribe dryly asks if that 
means the Sino-Japanese affair. 

Both Mitchell and Craven looked 
their parts. Mitchell is not so good 
with girls, and when sent in by his 
pal started all wrong by trying to 
get a woman’s pedigree. Craven is 
the type of newspaperman who 
wouldn't look right in anything bet- 
ter than an $18 suit of clothes. Erin 
O’Brien-Moore is the feminine lead 
as Vera. She is competent and weil 
appearing, but it seemed a mistake 
to refer to her as being beautiful so 
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OUT OF TOWN REVIEWS 


THE CANDY FARM 


Detroit, Feb. 29. 


A comedy by Elisabeth Wehner Smith, 
presented at the Detroit Playhouse at the 
Institute of Arts, In three acts and one 
scene. Direction by Donald Armand. Set- 
ting by Herbert F. Dies. 

JAAS GFOCBc cc ccceccccececcocss Peggy White 





Flossie Bittergweet.....-..-. ..-Alice Dolan 
Be CONT. cod dcccescoeceed Jeanne McDonnell 
A es ae yee Jada Leland 
BlackstOne. -ccccccsccesecsers W. J. Holland 

| Drinkwater. .ccesesessvecesres Clarence Bell 
TOmbDard. .ccccccscccceccece Lynes D. Boomer 
LBMp. Pepye. cccccoceccvetecs Eugene Sharkey 
Paul Holden........+e-+-+e0..N. Ward Davis 
This is the 1931 Avery Hopwood 
prize winner at the University of 


that time it won the 
prize of $1,200. It is produced here 
for the first time. The writer is 
now attending the Yale drama class 
at New Haven. The troubles with 
this play are the lack of show sense 
by the writer and amateurishness 
of the cast. Both can be remedied. 
Play has a good:idea and a very 
good second act. The first and third 
acts are troublesome, but could be 
handled by an adept cast after they 
had been revised by a competent 
play doctor. 

Play concerns a farm designed for 
rich old men who like to go back to 


Michigan. At 


the hardships they read about. 
They want to relieve their inhibi- 
tions by reverting to childhood 
again. The farm is conducted by 


Ma Candy, one of three retired cir- 
cus women who have also adopied 
a child, supposed to be a foundling. 
In a very involved way it is at- 
tempted to get the impression that 
all three are assuming that one of 
the others is the mother, but to 
keep all happy they all take the 
task of raising the child. The child 
grows up into a man-hater until 
she meets the right man, when she 
reverts to the feminine type. Then 
she pretends to be sophisticated to 
attract the man, who yearns for the 
unsophisticated girl. With a few 
simple devices she finally gets her 
man. 
The casting here is such as to 
make it hard to really judge the 
play on its merits. The group put- 
ting this on is composed entirely of 
young people. Six of the charac- 
ter.s are old people. The illusion is 
hard to create. With an older cast 
it might go much better. 

Jada Leland as the wild young 
foundling gives the best perform- 
ance. Lee. 


MUSIC BOX STOCK 


(RICHARD WILBUR PLAYERS) 


Los Angeles, Feb. 25. 

Around a portion of their notori- 
ous if not celebrated ‘Easy for Zee 
Zee’ cast, Richard Wilbur and his 
reputed money man, Arthur Hock- 
wald, have constructed a capable 
enough stock company which con- 
tinues in the same Hollywood the- 
atre that housed ‘Zee Zee.’ With a 
nut that should not touch $2,000 
weekly, and with slightly under 1,000 
seats to fill at 75 cents top, there is 
a place for such a permanent troupe 
in Hollywood provided selection of 
plays is more judicious. 

Inaugural piece was ‘It’s a Wise 
Child,’ followed by ‘Seventh Heaven’ 
and ‘Trial of Mary Dugan.’ This 
aptly demonstrates in what man- 
ner the film ogre has injured the 
stock field, photographing legit’s 
hits and peddling them thoroughly 
throughout the country at nominal 
admission before stock is given the 
opportunity to collect what former- 
ly was its share at somewhat higher 
prices. There is a chance for stock 
to confine itself mostly te the bet- 
ter unfilmed plays, using as its sell- 
ing point that these plays are purely 
legit and can be seen at a price 
much lower than the first companies 
and road troupes. Such a sales 
argument would appeal in Holly- 
wood. 

As staged by Forrest Taylor, 
Larry Johnson’s ‘It’s a Wise Child’ 
plays pleasantly enough with its 
small-salaried cast. Barbara Brown 
as ingenue has a personable quan- 
tity of talent, as has Taylor in the 
lead. Others are Jean Reno, Edna 
Ellesmere, Tove Lindan, Robert St. 
Clair, Rupert Drumm, William 
Heater, Howard Watson as charac- 
ter comedian, and Robert Linden, 
juvenile, 

Business after opening night was 
not promising but a diligent exploi- 
tation of the two-for-one and a 
couple of less widely viewed plays 
may help. Bang. 





many times. Blyth Daly plays the 
gambler’s wife, having her only 
chance in the last act. Charles 
Richman is the cool, vengeful doc- 
tor who knew of his wife's affairs 
and administered the wrong medi- 
cine, 

Seems to be a welter of mystery 
and detective plays this winter, and 
the competition at this time is un- 
fortunate for all. That's why it 
looks ‘Riddle Me This’ is in a had 
| spot. Tbee. 





In Pa. Amateur Contest 


Easton, Pa., Feb. 29. 
Seven groups have entered the 
Civie Little Theatre drama tourna- 
ment at Allentown, Pa, 
Event takes place next month, 





B’WAY GROSSES 


(Continued from page 53) 


goes dark as revue tours; slipped oft 
to around $22,000 last week. 





‘Springtime for Henry,’ Bijou 
(12th week) (F-605-$3). Kased off 
to slightly over $7,000: low mark 


for engagement, but short cast farce 
turned some profit. 
‘The Animal. Kingdom,’ 


: Broad- 
hurst (8th week) (C-1,118-$3) 


One 
of few shows not materially affected 
last week; in nine times it grosseq 
$24,000; real hit. 


‘The Bride the Sun Shines On? 
Cohan (10th week) (C-1,400-$3), 
Probably bettering even break; sup- 
ported by cut rate drive; estimated 
at $5,000 or a bit over. 

‘The Devil 


Passes,’ Selwyn (9th 
week) (1D-1,067-$3). Dropped to 
$10,000 after a strong first six 


weeks; due for road late this month; 
name cast should draw well. 

‘The Fatal Alibi,’ Booth. A quick 
casualty; stopped Saturday after 
playing three weeks; house dark. 

‘The Good Fairy,’ Miller (15th 
week) (C-946-$3). Somewhat over. 
estimated lately, but a distinct suc- 


cess; $12,500 in nine performance 
last week. 
‘The Inside Story,’ National (24 


week) (D-1,164-$3). Drew very good 
notices and Sunday comment; after 
premiere, however, business bad; 
about $5,000 on initial week. 

‘The Laugh Parade,’ Imperial 
(17th week) (R-1,446-$4.40). With- 
out extra performance attendance 
held up fairly well; shaded off to 
$25,000. 

‘There’s Always Juliet,’ Empire 
(3d week) (C-1,099-$3). First week's 
gross nearly $14,000 and second week 
with added matinee the count was 
$500 higher. 

‘Trick for Trick,’ Harris (34 week) 
(D-1,051-$3). Business not good, de- 


spite mostly favorable notices; first 
full week around $6,000. 
‘Vanities,” 44th St. (28th week) 


(R-1,463-$3). Moved here Monday 
from Carroll following rent dispute; 
last week’s business at latter thea- 
tre estimated at $23,000, 

‘When the Bough Breaks,’ 48th 
St. Taken off after last night (29); 
played two weeks. 

‘Whistling in the Dark,’ Barry- 
more (7th week) (D-1,090; $3). Af- 
fected last week when the takings 
were about $9,500; at that pace 
profitable, however. 

‘Wild Waves,’ Times Square (3d 
week) (CD-1,057-$3). Bad start and 
little chance except for pictures; 
due off March 10 playing until then 
to protect rights. 

‘Zombie,’ Biltmore. Closed Satur- 
day when many weak attractions 
were forced to suspend; three 
weeks, 

Other Attractions 

‘They Don’t Mean Any Harm,’ 
Hopkins; opened adversely; due off 
soon, 

‘Park Avenue, Ltd. Provincee 
town;; opens Thursday (3). 

‘The Merry Widow,’ Erlanger’s; 
Civic Light Opera ends season of 
some 45 weeks Saturday; no suc- 
ceeding attraction definite. 


Engagements 


Joe Penner, ‘Follow Thru,’ cone 
densed version. 

Jean Malin, practically set for 
lead, Loring Smith, Midgie Miller 
and Gertrude Niessen, Will Morris<- 
sey’s ‘Croon Prince.’ 

Lenox Pawle, Sterling Oliver, 
‘Wise Girl.’ 

Julie Ring, Robert Vivian, Agnes 
Gildea, Ruth Abbott, Mary Howard, 
Edmund Georhe, Michael Burr, ‘In- 
timate Relations.’ 

Gertrude Michael, Marie Taylor, 
Neil Buckley, Marianne Risdon, 
Walter J. Wilson, Geo. Leach, Jos 
Garry, ‘The Round Up.’ 

N. C. Nugent, Standish O'Neill, 
‘Wise Girl.’ 

Lupe Velez, ‘Hot Cha.’ 
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London Show World 





London, Feb. 20. 


Matt McKeigue, for many years 
Moss Empires chief publicity man, 
is launching out on his own. He 
has taken with him Elliot and Allen, 


who were with him at Moss Em- 
pires. McKeigue calls his new ven- 
ture ‘Everything Theatrical.’ A new 
idea will be a special legal depart- 
ment, which will be in charge of a 
real barrister-at-law, Bertram Hen. 
son, a brother of Leslie Henson, the 
comedian. 
‘Punchinello’s’ End 

The sudden withdrawal of ‘Pun 
ehinello,’ Maurice Browne's produc- 
tion at the Globe, came as a sur- 
prise to most theatregoers, who ar- 
gued that the show had at least six 
weeks in it. 

It lasted four performances, and 
although the general idea of its 


production budget was exaggerated, 
it certainly chalked up $30,000 on 
the cost sheet. 


‘Sentenced’ 


In a week of little theatre \ 
ity ‘Sentenced,’ by Harold Si npson, 
was produced at the Comedy, and 
looks fair to middling, without ever 
tceuching the high spots. 

t’s a story of a judge who con- 
demns a man for a murder he com- 
mitted himself, an accident. Rather 
loosely knit, its acting is perhaps 


with Cellier 


best. 


its best feature, 
and Ion Swinley 


Frank 


Censors’ Misstep 


Beckenham’'s self-appointed film 
censors have just succeeded in mak- 
ing themselves look more than usu- 
ally silly. 

Determined to leave their mark 
on most things, they just banned 
‘The Gorilla,’ a film passed for uni- 
versal exhibition, thinking it was 
an ‘A’ film, passed for adult enter- 
tainment only. 

Actually they have no control at 
all over ‘U’ films, and accordingly 
had to drop their ban. But their 
action just about revealed the true 
value of their film censorship find- 
ings. 

Wallace’s Estate 

Mrs. Edgar Wallace has stated 
that Edgar Wallace’s will shows 
him to have left nearly $500,000. 
She adds that the royalties on his 
books, plays and films will not be 
less than $100,000 a year for the 
next ten years. 

The statement Wallace took out 
life insurance on himself amount- 
ing to $50,000 before going to Holly- 
wood is untrue; the policy was 
placed on his life by the British 
Lion Film Corporation, of which he 


was chairman. 

The Press Club's general commit- 
tee has now started a move for a 
permanent memorial to Wallace to 
be built immediately in Fleet street. 


Sunday Sports 
Even sport seems possible 
days on the English Sabbath. 
The Sunday Football Association, 
which has nothing to do with the 
official Football Association, which 
controls the professional and ama- 


these 


teur game here, is moving heaven 
and earth to get its clubs full sta- 
tus with the parent association. 


Quota Quality 
A curious legal problem is agitat- 


ing the British film trade. Writs 
have been served. 
When the Quota law was first 


being drawn up efforts were made 
to insert a ‘quality’ clause, which 
stipulated that besides being made 
75% by Britishers, all home ‘quota’ 
footage must reach a certain stand- 
ard of entertainment value. 

The idea was dropped as imprac- 


ticable. But there has always been 
a suspicion in the minds of some 
thet sooner or later a renter would 


be tripped up for putting out a dud 
film as quota. 

Writs have been served on a small 
indie renting house, alleging their 
latest film does not merit quota sta- 


tus because of lack of entertainment 
value, 

The concern is to fight on the is- 
sue that no quality clause is car- 
ried in the Films Act. 


Deal on for London 
‘Girl Crazy’ Showing 


Feb. 29 


rduction ot 


London, 

As a result 
Alex Aarons 
of the 
Parnell 
the 


of an intre 
to FE. A. Stone, 
Ldaward, 

lin, a deal is 
‘Girl Crazy.’ 


conditional 


ownel 
through 
for 


Prince 
& Zeit 
production of 
Prod iction is 


on 


upor 


Aarons 


raising $17,500, to match a 
like amount Stone is pre yared to 
Put up 

Show is to be ~ a < 


ras ting 
nished. 
Burton, a 


is completed 


Aarons is after Albert 


provincial eo: for- 
merly in Cochran's ‘Evergreen,’ fo1 
the Bert Lehr role, 


+ 





BRADY TAKES PARIS HIT 


Plans Starring John Barrymore in 














acts here 
the 


quent room for American 
and has been for years one of 
top vaude houses in Europe. 
Undecided yet what the picture 
company will do to the theatre 
with a change of policy considered 


unlikely for the near future. 
Dufrenne and Varna, legit pro- 
ducers, were former lessees. 


New Operas Click 





Feb. 20. 


Royal opera house here has given 


Rome, 


the first performance of the opera 
‘Madonna Oretta,’ by maestro 
Primo Riccitelli, which, after hav- 


ing to wait many years for a hear- 


ing, owing to adverse circum- 
stances, won an immediate success. 
Composer who was present at the 


premiere was being called innumer- 
able times. 

The book is by Gioacchino For- 
zano, co-author with Mussolini of 
‘Champs de Mars,’ the Napoleonic 
play which has enjoyed success in 
Europe. 


Cyril Maude Shy 
Feb. 


Charlie Gordon back from London 
where he tried to bring Cyril Maude 


Paris, 20. 








out of retirement to play “Papa-| 2 iver says he is prepared to buy 
— ai — peal gees all shares at market prices. That, 
When Joe Zellt returned the pai however, means he’s willing to buy | 
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do about the Apollo, where ‘Hector holders paid 52 shillings, and whi h | 
ean only hope to hold up another they are reluctant to let go of now 
six weeks. : “= 
Plan now is to take in a Camil’e 
Wyn revival of ‘Broadway’ or ‘Ma: aM et British Performer | 
Yugan’ and hold the Frenc! ® | 
hag of ‘Jarnegan’ up till fall. vi Asks Police for Aid 
is also holding up his production | Toledo, Feb. 29. 
‘Cat and the Fiddle’ until tal). | The trail of Bessi« Young 
Gordon and Zelli also negotiatine ended Known by that name ” 
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Meeting of the stockholders was 


rather tame, despite some _ ora- 
torical efforts by the Gaumont 
British nominees. Ended with the 


report and the audited 
balanee sheet being unanimously 
accepted. Largely on the strength 
of the Gaumont opposition the rec- 
ommendation that 12 of the 32 the- 
atres go talker was voted down. 
teal decision on that, however, 
won't come until March 9 when the 
directors meet, 

in his talk said he is 
with the Ostrers, heads 
of General Theatres, subsidiary of 
Gaumont British, to form an al- 
liance for importation of American 
talent jointly. That would put them 
in a position to offer acts at least 
10 consecutive weeks. Gulliver says 
he also intends to discuss his plan 
with Sir Oswald Stoll and between 
the three circuits, 20 weeks should 
be available. 

Gulliver’s angle is that the Os- 
trers will probably give his sugges- 
tion every facility rather than have 
Moss Empires compete with Gau- 
mont British in the talker field. 

If he fails to get the directors 
to agree to his vaudeville project 
Gulliver says he’s prepared to rent 
the entire Moss circuit and operate 
these as vaudeville houses on his 
own. 

As a further evidence of his con- 
fidence in the future of the circuit 


directors’ 


Gulliver, 
conferring 











Feb. 


the 


London, 29. 


folds at Gar- 
to be succeeded by 
Channing Pollock’s 
for a short run. 
being financed 
branch of the 


‘Last Coupon’ 
rick, March 5, 
a revival of 
‘The Enemy’ 
‘Enemy’ revival 
by the English 
League of Nations. 

Originally ‘The Enemy’ was pro- 
duced here at the Strand Theatre 
in 1928 by Austen Chamberlain, 
then Secretary of State, but flopped. 

BIP bought the film rights to 
‘The Coupon’ for about $1,750 with 
Jack Morrison, in the show, being 
tested for the film. 


is 


Loses Prince and Suit 


Paris, Feb. 29. 
Local court has thrown out the 
breach of promise suit filed by 
Betty Marvin, dancer, now in New 


York, against the Egyptian Prince 
Mohammed Ibrahim. 

Miss Marvin had asked the court 
for $12,000, charging that her Prince 
walked out while the couple were 
touring Italy. 


id 
Stage ‘Man I Killed’ 





London, Feb. 29. 
‘Man I Killed’ will be revived at 
the Apollo March 2 by Parnell & 
Zeitlin in conjunction th Albert 
dec ville Show tried out here 
put neve got to the West End. 
Pro seen now is to } in be- 
fore Par nount’s film of the play 
re ‘ the ( riton, 
Feb. 29. 
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Molly Picon and Nan Blackstone 


‘Domino’ 
LONDON GOOD IN LENT , ; 7 Bi 
Paris, Feb, 2, ondon fits; ralladum biz big 
William A. Brady, through Irvin 
Trade Up 30%—Credit Fair and Marks, has bought ‘Domino,’ play by + le lee aa 
Ford’s Exhibit 4chard which is the smash of the < 
pst current season here. Understood U. A. BUYS ENGLISH-MADE| London, Feb. 29 
London. Feb. 29 that intention is to star John Barry- | | Five American ts on the new 
West End hotels, cabarets, pic- | a... a” | Pave $250,000 for Release of $750,000 | Palladium bill which opened Feb, 
Achard, the author, received a Decourville Feature | 22. Molly Picon in t st show 
ture houses and legit theatres ars $5.000 advance | lid four numbers » fa S but 
all doing splendidly, ith entertain —_——_— | London, F¢ -J n th second show switched part 
ment places grossing a good 30° |} United Artists paid $250,000 for] of her routine and s ed em] tic- 
above average 1? NEW LONDON }' le exclusive F? release rights | ally before a packed ‘Meee 
sac jon ‘Le Casque de ¢ (‘The Leath-| Lowe, Burnof 1 Wensk Led 
Business is a surprise as Lenten | ler Hel ) P ‘ le by niendidl , : . 
time is almost always lean here. | Alb De Cx , ‘ \ a ‘ aa ; | : 2 
Reasons are given as being the | Count Max De P: nd I ‘ so dou a ‘oad a * “ fe 
British Industries Fair and _ the LAYS WEAK ide Thierrend It cost $750,000 tO] with Jessie D iper, forme of 
Ford Motor Exhibition which are make. |Duffin and Draper. | 
bringing — thousands of foreigners | ent ts that TA sete tte invest-| ‘Taree dance sete Gtee: “haus 
and ieee a town | sna | ment back from first moneys, with | other detracting from e show's 
— Abetige “a . re 
London, Feb. 29. | the rest of the ir come being divi le d ponies re vealing a lar of show- 
BERLIN SHOW TAX DROP) myx rola ctaa” aha 
ys -. .. | American concern. Alfredo, with an English re- 
the Lyric Hammersmith is bright iecruited gevpsv orchest stopped 
EVIDENCES POOR BIT topir and tuneful. It wa the show neatly. 
pendia received and will | PARIS TRYOUT OF PLAY | Business was sellout fo! e last 
ortable success. Atm | shows a j ed to gro ove! 
Berlin. Feb. 20. | is too insular, however, ion th N N $14,000 f ‘ ‘ c é 
Taset! eas wo show to have chance abroad. TRANSLATIONS | E ¢. best gross in months. 
axation on entertainment is be- Edward Laurillard’s newest pro- Nan Blackstone (..merican) heade 
coming less and less profitable, as| duction is ‘Lovely Lady’ at the r = lining the Victoria Palace bill fared 
shown by January figures of the} Phoenix. It's a continental comedy Paris, Feb. 29. poorly at the first show due to a 
present year, compared to those of with mean, adapted by Arthu Ruth Putnam Mason, American] mixup in the stage hands not low- 
ve Cicain: i: Diiaiieh eenteed al ampere Well played and warm- actress- producer, has taken the in ering the curtains properly, with 
wij on eee ae ly received, the piece just misses.|/timate legit stand, Oeil de Paris,| the audience unaware her turn was 
average of $320,000 last year is 30% |Lack of a chorus is felt pretty] with an option for a year. Plays] over. Second show was minus 
off. Compared to December, 1931. much. Polly Walker in the lead is] wj}]} be done in English by an Eng-| mishaps and a solid score. Duffin 
January, considered as the best| #Pppearing here for the first time] }jsh-American company styled Put-| and Chita, latter previously with 
month "for entertainment tax re-|@#nd was accorded considerable} nam Productions, and will be re-| Carlos and Chita, scored nicely. 
ceipts, only had a plusage of hardly praise by the press. vivals or translations of plays al- With a low attendance and a 
$25,000. Cabaret, ete. receipts are With a take of only $59 Friday |ready produced in New York, Lon-| Slum feeling in the auditorium, 
contained in the above figure which | Might, ‘Lovely Lady’ decided to call| gon or Paris. Opening play was] this tieatre is no longer a criterion 
is a clear picture of off conditions |it 4 season on Saturday night (27). Captain Hornsby Evans’ adaptation| for any attraction. 
in amusements, en of Louis Verneiul’s ‘Gigolo’; next, TT 
All organizations for months ive ‘Importan alles Being ouon st.’ LEICESTER § E 
been endeavoring to obtain a tax | GULLIVER BROADCASTS ‘Gigolo, - Louls Verneull play, Q. S T 
reduction, but so far without any 7 ee ae ness sg d rm eegore age ? 
cemstte. AIM OF 20 VAUD WEEKS that the first nig! t audience had a FOR SACHS MUSICAL 
a ae gay time laughing at the wrong 
: caieieniadin | places. meee 
e ° -_ PY One purpose of troupe will be to London, Feb. 29. 
Empire. Ace Paris Vaude . an. om ®. out translations here and if Successor to RKO at the Leices- 
j ‘ ; Charles Gulliver, speaking ane apr Broadway managers are interested] ter Square theatre is finally set, 
House, to Pathe-Natan eget Moma dbcce Mage = ta to cash in on the rights and pro-/| with the house going for musical 
acm ier’ 1s riday (<6), | auction expenses. comedy. RKO moves out March 6, 
a. said that the only hope for Moss aaa ala as expected. 
Paris. Feb. 29. Empires is vaudeville. He claims eo mr PREY a 7 
; also that most directors of the cir- . aaverens Enterprises, Ltd., com- 
Empire theatre, last worthwhile cuit agree with him and will only World League Angeling pany with $35,000 capital, has been 
vaude stand in Paris, has been agree to talkers if Will Evans can e formed to take over the theatre 
bought by Pathe-Natan. It was! gefinitely prove he is in a position ‘The Enem ? in London starting March 28 at a weekly 
the one Paris house that found fre-|{¢ 9 obtain films. y rental of $2,090. Chairman of the 


company is Dr. C. S. Pearson, a 
newcomer in show business, and 
George Banfield, formerly in picture 
business here, is the director. 

First show was intended to be 
Ziegfeld’s last season ‘Smiles,’ but 
a cast could not be assembled in 
time so ‘Lilac Domino’ will be ree 
vived for the interim. 


Understanding is that Joe 
is behind the venture. 
William Thornton, manager of the 
Leicester Square, leaves on March 5 
to take over management of the 
Brixton, Astoria, for Paramount. 


Earl Leslie’s Fall 


—— 


Sachs 


Paris, Feb. 20 


Earl Leslie, American dancer and 
revue producer of the Casino de 
aris, is in the American hospital 
with .«a fractured wrist and the 
other one sprained. This is the 
result of a fall while rehearsing 
with Mistinguett a short time be- 
fore the performance at the Casino. 


He substituted for one of Mis- 
tinguett’s boys who was suddenly 
taken sick. 


Hoare’s Lehar Series 
On Mexican Bankroll 


Feb. 20. 
lease of 


Paris, 
who owns 


Edmond 


Roze, 


Folies Wagram, has lost so much 
this season he is anxious to get out 
and is negotiating with Vi ed 
Hoare, who has a wealthy Mexican 
wit $300,000 to blow, behind him. 
Plan is now to produce ‘Frasquiita’ 
in about 10 weeks with Franz Leher 
consenting to conduct the opening 
night. 
This is to be followed by ‘Waltzes 
from Vienna’ and then all Lehar 
hows. 
Browne Does a “— 
London, Fé 19. 
M rice Browne, wl exper 6 
producti of ‘P f pped 
out at (5) Pr ft nignts, 
pre a 2 } Y ; r after 
or de : e d1laiog its, 
J fasting Turner authored 
Robert Farquharson as Puncne 


replaced by George 
ck from the States, 
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Air Announcers Cover Ball Clubs 


For Dailies as 


Sport Scribes Burn 





Chicago, Feb. 29. 


Radio announcers are invading 
the baseball writing field in a big 
way for the Chicago sector. Three 
major stations have already as- 


signed their sports spielers to cover 


the spring training activities of the} 
hometown ball clubs. The dailies 
and the station both cut down ex- 
penses, each sharing the cost of 
maintaining the one man to serve 
both press and mike. 

But the regular sports writing 
tribe are burning. They particu- 
larly take umbrage at being de- 


prived of their annual winter vaca- 


tion. Some of the sport page men 
are inclined to blame the develop- 
ment on the Floyd Gibbons influ- 
ence, referring to the correspon- 
dent’s assimilation of the mike 
style in reporting the Sino-Jap tiff 
They describe the crashing of the 
sports pages by the verbal word 


wielders as a fad doomed to quick 
passing, and from the expert angle 
apt to serve as a boomerang for 
commercialize? athletics, 

WBBN’s Idea 


This is the first season that any 
of the local radio stations have un- 
dertaken to post staff announcers 
in the training camps. Credit for 
the innovation is due WBBM, local 
Columbia key, which picked its 
regular sports mike massager, Pat 
Flanagan to join the Cubs at their 
training camp on Catalina Island 
off the Pacific Coast. Flanagan left 


three weeks ago, Meantime, the 
station sold the ‘Daily Times,’ lo- 


cal tab, on the idea of carrying a 
daily by-line dispatch from Flan- 
agan. Remuneration asked was on 
an expense sharing and the 
figure agreed on allowed a big sav- 
ing over what it would have cost 
the ‘Times’ had it sent out one of 
its own writers. 

Next announcer to obtain a train- 
ing camp portfolio was Hal Totten, 


basis, 


sports commentator for station 
WMAQ, owned by the ‘Daily News’ 
and by NBC, Totten’s 
destination is the Cubs bailiwick, 
and like Flanagan is slated to pro 
ceed later to White Sox spring 
camp at San Antonio. Both 
nouncers follow either or 
both around on their pre- 
season ‘News’ has ar 
for a daily 
and a split on th» 
penses. 


operated 


the 
an- 
will also 
teams 
ranged 
by Totten 
announcer’s ex- 


tours. 
signed story 


Bob Elson Too 

of WGN, left last 
Thursday (25) with a dozen White 
Sox players for that team’s con- 
ditioning spct, Mineral Wells, Tex. 
His itinerary calls for a irip to 
Catalina after spending a spell at 
Antonio WGN is the Chi. ‘Trib- 
une’s’ mouthpiece and the sched- 
uled space grabbing hookup by the 
announcer in of the country’s 
most conservative sheets has the 
regular typewriter shak- 
ing their heads in 


Bob Elson 


one 


pounders 
dismay. 
Radio’s Angle 
Stations exvlain the innovation 
by pointing out that baseball broad- 
casting has of major im- 
portance in their summer activities. 


hecome 


It has served to retain strong lis- 
tener interest during the industry’s 
tough seasona™ stretch and it has 


succeeded in selling distributors or 


manufacturers of warm weather 
products on long term contracts, 
3y following the teams through 


the training camps and pre-season 
games, the stations aver their an- 
nouncers become familiar with the 
new playcrs, are able to study their 
eccentricities and obtain a_ well 
rounded knowledge that will give 
the mike authoritative 
standing with the radio publie. As 
for the announcer’s alliance with 
the sports pages, the broadcasting 
execs say, it only goes to show the 
influence that radio has made on 
news writing. 


spielers 





Kobler’s Column Troubles 
Katherine McNeill, said to be res- 
ident in a New York hotel, alleges 
libel in a column of the New York 
Sunday ‘Mirror,’ issue of Feb. 21, 
and filed affidavits in the Yorkville 


Court, As a result summonses were 
issued by Magistrate Anthony 
Burke against A. J. Kobler, pub- 


lisher of the ‘Mirror’; Emile Gauv- 
reau and George Clark, editors, and 
Paul Yawitz, who wrote the column. 
The summonses were served Satur- 
day (27) and are returnable 
March 7. 

Line objected to appeared in the 
first edition of the paper, but was 
subsequently yanked. 

Yawitz has written the Sunday 
column for three weeks, succeeding 
Lee Mortimer, who was placed on 
assignment work following objection 
to his style by Walter Winchell. 


‘Obscene’ Book Bill Lost 


That the influence of the group 
behind John S. Sumner, of the Vice 
Society, instead of waning, as re- 
ported, is as strong as ever, is seen 
in the action of the New York As- 
sembly in tabling the bill of Assem- 
blyman Langdon W. Post, which 
provides that the publisher and not 
the seller of obscene books be pros- 
ecuted. 

No ulterior motive behind the 
bill, sponsored by the Vanguard 
Press, a book publishing house, and 
endorsed by the Publishers’ Associ- 
ation, and only means that the pub- 
lishers themselves want to take the 
blame if a book issued by them is 
charged as being obscene. 

Reason for this 
that there 
the booksellers 
cause of 


generous act is 
some books which 
won't take on be- 
action by Sumner, 
but which the publishers will go to 
bat for. These the booksellers 
would take if the publisher and not 
the seller were prosecuted. 

The publishers are better able to 
fight ar book prosecution 
than the booksellers, who most- 


are 


fear of 


obscene 


are 


ly of limited means. Should the 
publishers succeed in getting the 


obscene book responsibility shifted 
to them the publishers’ association 
will take on the defense of such 
cases as a body, with unlimited re- 
sources at its command, it is said. 

This is understood to be just the 
reason why the Sumner group does 
not want the law changed. Failing 
to obtain a number of indictments 


of booksellers recently, the Sumner 
group is said to believe it will have 
even chance if lining up 
against the publishers. 
The bill, which is 
over by Morris Ernst, a lawyer, 
who has also had a number of 
books published, will again be in- 
troduced before the Assembly short- 
ly. Assemblyman Langdon W. Post, 
who introducel the bill, is also an 
author, and was at one time motion 
picture critic for the Evening 
‘World.’ 


less 


being gone 





Matrimonial Lowdown 


‘My First Husband’ apparently 
places this book in the category of 
the cycle of ex-titles, particularly 
when authored ‘by his First Wife.’ 
In reality this is the more or less 
unvarnished truth about the mar- 
riage of a Chicago newspaper man 
who became a genius to a fellow 
worker who dispassionately but ex- 
plicitly tells what being married to 
a self-styled genius is like. As a 
matter of fact it might be the 
matrimonial history of half a hun- 
dred men, tor the patterns of their 
lives run pretty much to the same 
stencil. 

Actual newspaper names are used 
in profusion to give the semblance 
of authority to the narrative and 
the author, while preserving anony- 
mity is @enerous with clues. How- 
ever, it is the same old story of a 
successful writer who is happy in 
marriage until he meets a superior 
flatterer, gaining piquancy'§ only 
through an occasional revelation. 
It leaves the outsider wondering 
whether the book was written with 
a desire to gain royalties or to 
even up a grudge fight. Which- 
ever way, it probably will hit the 
mark, providing interesting read- 
ing for the initiate and proving al- 


most equally as interesting to the 
outsiders who will buy the book 
for its title. It is published by 


Greenberg. 
Air Mag Drops Regionals 

‘Radio Guide, published region- 
ally in several key cities, will short- 

abandon publication in Philadel- 
phia, Baltimore and Washington, 
D. C. Interest in those cities is 
chiefly in the chain program, hence 
the New York edition of ‘Guide’ will 
be used. 

Practice is to send the matrices 
of the New York ‘Radio Guide’ edi- 
tion for reprint in the affiliated 
‘Guides’ in the other cities. 





Prodigy Personified 


makes a merger of the most un- 
pleasant traits of all juvenile prod- 
igies and produces a boy wonder 
who is so intolerably irritating that 
he becomes interesting. The narra- 
tive is often beyond the bounds of 
credibility, but the adventures of 
Walter Scott Hugo, who is a pre- 
natal victim of a fortune teller who 
informs his mother that he will 
a genius, in spite of their improb- 
ability, are interesting at the mo- 
ment. 

The book wastes 
psychology or character 
We have the infant publishing a 
novel before he reaches his ’teens, 
becoming a columnist on a Chicago 
paper, getting in a jam with the 
Cicero racketeers and finally, as the 
story draws to a close, gives evi- 
dence of turning into a real boy, 
after all. Strictly light reading, but 
brightly done and will fill spare 
time pleasantly. (Dial Press), 


be 


time with 
analysis. 


no 


Rich Man’s Mouthpiece 
A personal journal of opinion, of 


the 


type which used to flourish 
years ago when commentators on 
all sorts of topics used to get out 
pamphlets, is soon to make its ap- 


pearance, the project of William 
Guggenheim, of the multi-million- 
aire family of copper magnates. 
The mag or pamphlet will 
called ‘The Lone Voice,” and 
subject matter will be strictly the 
inspiration of Guggenheim. Young 
Guggenheim has been a contributor 
to various mags on all sorts of 
topics, but his own mag, it is said, 
will contain pieces of a nature not 
handled by the general run of pub- 
lications. His desire to these 
in print, nevertheless, is reported to 
be one of the reasons for the estab- 
lishment of ‘The Lone Voice.’ 


Copyist’s Error 


be 
its 


see 


Hurry of the publishers of the 
newest ‘Ballyhoo’ imitator to get 
their mag on the stands proved 
costly. 

Title originally selected for the 
mag was ‘The Jester,’ and only 


when the plates for the issue were 
made up did the publishers learn 
that Columbia University has a 
humorous publication of the same 
title. Title on the plates was then 
retouched to read just ‘Jest,’ but it 
held up the mag for a time. 

Publishers of ‘Jest’ are Joseph S. 
Sproul, David Gordon and H. 
Schlein. Gordon is editing. 





Mrs. Reifsnider Dies 


Mrs. Anna Porter Reifsnider, 84, 
authoress «and former vice-presi- 
dent of the Midland Publishing Co. 
or St. Louis, died of pneumonia at 
her home in Cincinnati, Feb. 25. 
Among the books she wrote were 
‘Between Two Worlds,’ and ‘True 
Memory.’ She was also editor of 
‘The Coming Age,’ a mag published 
in Boston from 1898 to 1901. 


No More Gifts 

Newspaper Proprietors Assocla- 
tion in London has been in con- 
clave on the subject of free insur- 
ance and free gifts to new readers, 
as a result of which they have 
agreed to suspend all free gift 
schemes, to abolish fire insurance 
to registered readers after June 1, 
and not to increase general accident 
insurance’ benefits until another 
meeting next winter. 

Immediate result of this decision 
was a rise in all newspaper stock 
on the general market, as the free 
gift business in particular had ab- 





solutely crippled many a news 
sheet. 
New Interest tn Aviation 
Revived interest in air stories 


has led Popular Publications, the 
pulp mag chain conducted by Harry 
Steeger and Harold S. Goldsmith, 
to issue a new monthly of this 
type, ‘Dare-Devil Aces Magazine.’ 

Original intention was to put out 
Popular’s other’ air-story mag 
‘Battle Aces,’ twice monthly instead 
of once a month. Decided, then. 
that an additional mag of the same 
type, might get still more readers 
and at no extra cost. The two air- 
story mags will alternate on publi- 
cation dates, Eugene A. Clancy 
editing both. 


Cameramen’s Club 
Detroit men have 


purposes 


news camera 
formed a club for social 
called the Detroit Press 
mens’ Ass'n. 

First officers are 
(‘Mirror’) pres. ; Jack 
(‘World-Wide’) v-p.; Frank 
nell, (‘Mirror’) sec., and Jos. 
(‘Free Press’) treas. 


Camera- 


Tom Howard, 


Don- 
Kalech 


Canadian Raids 
As a further step in the cam- 
paign being waged by Winnipeg, 





In his ‘Great Scott,’ Horace Wade 


Collins, | 


Canada, police against alleged ob- 
scene literature, morality officers 
raided nine newsstands, seizing 
copies of a publication known as 
the ‘Calgary Eye-Opener.’ Store- 
keepers were summoned to court 
for selling and distributing this 
mag. 

Some 15 newsdealers were also 
haled before the bench because of 
‘Hooey,’ copies of which were 
seized, 


Laugh Mag Storm 

Minneapolis newsdealers are riled 
because Mayor Anderson has banned 
‘Ballyhoo,’ as well as all similar 
publications, from sale there. 

Following the arrest of one dealer 
who defied the order, others are 
obeying it for the time being, but it 
is announced that the next edition 
of ‘Ballyhoo’ will be placed on sale 
and a test case instituted if the 
mayor attempts to interfere. 


Coast ‘Baloney’ 
First Western publication in the 
‘Ballyhoo’ cycle is ‘Hollywood Bo- 
loney,’ out this week in pocket for- 


mat. Despite the midget content, 
price asked is 15c. Material runs 
to ad-kidding, with a few smudge 


zazgs. 

H. Charles Anderson is editor and 
publisher, Hanson Hathaway man- 
aging editor, and Bill Tara art di- 
rector, 


47th Almanac 


The 1932 edition of the ‘World’ 
Almanac has been published by the 
‘World-Telegram.’ The data book is 
regarded as one of the best single 
assets taken over by Scripps-How- 
ard when they absorbed the Morn- 
ing and Evening ‘Worlds.’ 

Current edition edited, as usual, 
by Robert Hunt Lyman, is the 47th 
annual almanac. 


Fleet St. Shakeup 


Fleet street bomb was the sudden 
dismissal of about six men from the 
‘Evening News, of the Rothermere 
group. ‘The News’ came out with 
a 10-page paper on Feb. 16, the 
smallest issue it has had for years. 

When it is realized the ‘Evening 
News’ is the biggest of London’s 
three evening papers, the plight of 
English journalism can be appreci- 
ated. 





Moorehouse’s Apt. Heirs 


Ward Moorehouse, supposed to 
have sold ‘New York Town’ for 25 
G's to Warner Bros., immediately 


engaged a class New York apart- 
ment and paid $1,500 advance rent 
for six months. Next day he dis- 
covered he had to leave for Holly- 
wood. 

Willard Keefe and Mark Barron 
fell heir to the apartment. 





Defending Hoover 


Various books derogatory’ to 
President Hoover are slapped by 
Arthur Train in a small volume 
called ‘The Strange Attacks on 
Herbert Hoover,’ which Train’s 
publisher, John Day, is issuing. 

Train attempts to show up every 
one of the charges against Hoover, 
seconding Will Irwin, who also 
takes his Republicanism that way. 


Chicago Axe Falls 


In one of the most drastic slashes 
the Chicago ‘Herald-Examiner’ has 
experienced, more than 60 letouts 
are recorded. Included are the edi- 
torial, business and composing de- 
partments. 

Some of those turned loose had 
been with the paper for years, <uch 
as Peggy Doyle on the reportorial 
staff and Riq Atwater, book re- 
viewer. 

Another angle concerns a group 
of five efficiency experts sent in to 
inspect, Wound up with one of the 
efficiency lads being fired, too. 


Chance for Tyros 
An oppo-stunity for short story 
tyros to get in the money is offered 
by ‘Liberty’ in a contest open only 
to those who have never had a 
short story published before. Prizes 


totaling $5,900 will be awarded for 
the best of the tales submitted, 
ranging from a $1,000 first prize 


down to $250. 
length and 


12. 


Stories may be any 
must be in before May 


Grocery Newsstands 

‘Radio Fan,’ a new air 
being distributed through 
Ether fan weekly has 

up with the James Butler 
for distribution. 

Publisher’s reason for going afte 
grocery store outlets is that it fig- 
ures that its mag appeals to women 
mainly and that the best way to 
reach the women is through grocery 


mag, is 
grocery 
stores only. 
hooked 


stores 





<_<? 
Real Names of Authors 

John Lindsey, author of ‘The 
Lady and the Mute,’ is John M. St. 
Clair. Rosita Forbes, ‘Promise You 
Won't Marry Me,’ is Mrs, Arthur. 
Thomas McGrath. Colette, ‘A Les. 
son in Love,’ is Gabrielle Clauding 
Colette de Jouvenal. 

But who are Nevil Shute, author 
of ‘Lonely Road,’ and Jane Dash« 
wood, author of ‘The Month og 
May’? 





Film Mag’s Radlo Dept. 


‘New Movie,’ Woolworth chain 


store film mag of the Tower group 
. > 


is the first fan periodical to also, 
include radio gossip. 
It is covering radio under ‘Radio 


Rambles.’ Jose Schorr, brother of 
Hortense Schorr, of Columbia Pics 
tures, is handling the department, 
Schorr’ also edits ‘New York 
Amusements.’ 





Boosting Community 


Group of Westchester residents 
will get out a monthly mag to be 
called ‘Our Westchester.’ Purpose 


of the publication is to exploit that 
section as a residential community. 
First issue will make its appeare- 
ance about April. 
Miss Wilson’s Job 

Elizabeth Wilson, 
the coast as a 
Weekly, 


went to 
writer of Screenland 
didn’t 


who 


which materialize, 


has been appointed western editor 
of Silver Screen, 10-cent fan 
monthly. She fills the berth fore 


merly held by Ruth Waterbury. 


Chatter 
Gilbert Patton, the original 
‘Frank Merriwell,’ goes on the air 


next month. 
Kathleen Sproul sold books bee 
fore she began writing them, 


The Georgette Leblanc book 


on 
her ex-husband, Maurice Maetere 
linck, will be as hot as was Mrs, 
Arnold Bennett's on hers. 

Erich Maria Remarque, CAll 
Quiet’) may come over here. Ger- 
hart Hauptmann here now, after 


40 years. 
Inevitable that Diego Rivera do 
his autobiography. 


The title of Kathleen Tama- 
gawa’'s ‘Holy Prayers in a Horse's 
Ear’ comes from a Japanese pro- 


verb which goes something like 
that. Miss Tamagawa’s mother was 
Irish. 

McGraw-Hill has switched A. M. 
Staehle from its mining group of 
mags to the construction group. 

Limited edition of Diana Thorne’s 
new book will contain an original 
etching signed by her. Her etche 
ings sell for around $20 alone. 

Dignity of the sponsoi.s of that 
new highbrow mag, ‘Contact,’ may 
be ruffled when they learn that S. 
J. Perelman, one of its associate 
editors, supplies gags for the Four 
Marx Brothers pictures. 

‘Myself and the Young Bowman’ 
is Cyril Hume’s first book in three 
years. Hollywood laziness. 

Foremost exponent of the new 
‘James Cagney shirt’ is Nocl Mea- 
dow. 

Easy for an ex-‘World’ man to 
get a book published by Vanguard. 

Edward Dean Sullivan makes 
Benedict Arnold the Al Capone of 
his day. 

M. J. Klein, who eased out of 
‘Newsdom,’ now with ‘Radio Guide.’ 

J. B. Priestley now living in the 
house once occupied by Coleridge, 
the poet. Coleridge was good, too. 

Will please Alexander Woollcott 
to learn that ‘1066 and All That’ 
has been done into a play. 

Popularity of ‘Maid In Waiting’ 
has decided Scribner to reissue a 
couple of John Galsworthy’s older 
books. 

Edwina Fairchild going 
south of France. 

Judge Seabury was among those 
present at the tea Century gave at 
the Waldorf-Astoria for Walter 
Chambers, who wrote the jurist’s 


tu the 


biog, ‘Samuel Seabury: A Chal- 
lenge.’ 

May Edginton, gone sexy, has 
been taken for publication by 


Macaulay. 
‘The Good Earth,’ which 
China, has only now 
lated into Chinese, 
Flsie inixing 
getting her 


is about 
been trans- 


Janis scrib- 


with 


hlers book 


since pub- 
lished. 
Ogden 


Writing 


Nash 


songs 


ly 1 ik ist. 
Casa- 


turning 
with Bernice 


nov for submission for the ‘fourth 
Little Show. 

When Grant Rice got back to 
New York from his vacation he 
found himself on the second sperts 
page of the ‘Sun’ (evening), and 





stores, 


no longer is he set double column. 
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CLOCK BEARING 
DOWN ON 
RADIO 





MiIoves being made by both NBC 
and CBS to build up their daylight | 
programs is due to the night hours 
having practically reachel a satu- 
ration point as regards available 
commercial time. Circumstance is 
forcing the networks to sell the 
davlight periods if income is to be 
greatiy increased. It revives the 
contention that radio will always 
be limited by the clock. 

Neither of the networks now have 
much open time at night. The few 


sustaining periods during the dark 
hours on both networks are mainly 
15-minute interludes, and some of 
these are undesirable to potential 
air advertisers. This is because 
desired outlets cannot be secured, 
due to some of the affiliated stations 
having prior commercial contracts 
to fulfill 


Dumont at Ad Agency 


Paul Dumont, former NBC an- 
nouncer, takes charge of radio pro- 
duction for the Erwin-Wasey ad 
agency this week. 








Columbia 


Took a 


Gem of a 
Notion 


When It Decided to Put 


EASY 
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TUESDAYS 
THURSDAYS 
SATURDAYS 





At 7:15 P. M., E.S.T. 


Continuing on WGN at 9 P. M. 
C.S.T. 


Written and Produced for Lavoris 
By ACE 











ALLISON and FIELDS 


Broadcasting Daily For 


MILLER FUR CO. 
GOSHEN SHIRT CO. 


1:15 P. M. Daily 
WBLM—CBS, CHICAGO 





Dice —_ Embroil 
KMTR with Commish 


Los Angeles, Feb, 29. 
Complaints from the local purity 
element over air advertising of the 
gambling ships, Rose Isle and 
Johanna E. Smith, are believed to 
be behind the Federal Radio Com- 
mission's refusal to grant KMTR 
i license renewal. Station has been 
e! 1 temporary permit. Chance 
wats are al yrred. off Lo Beach. 
Report has KMTR sold by Frank 
Daugherty, attorney, to Victor Dal- 
tcn, auto loan man and owner of 
KMCS. Daugherty is now in Wash- 
ton in connection with the Com- 
ission’s investigation of KMTR 


programs 


Supreme Court Rules 
Against Karzas Over 


Stations WOK-WBBM 


Chicago, Feb. 29. 
Andrew Karzas lost his fight for 
WOK and WBBM when power of 
the federal radio commission to or- 
der radio stations off the air, there- 
by affirming the validity of the ra- 
dio statute, was upheld by the U. S 
Supreme Court in Washington, D. 
C. Court refused to review a case 
involving the Chicago stations. 
Both stations are located at 
Homewood, on the outskirts of Chi- 
cago, and have been off the air since 
September, 1928. Owners, American 
Bond and Mortgage Co. and Tri- 
anon, Inc., attacked the law on the 
ground that the radio commission 
was depriving them of their prop- 
erty withov: compensation and 
that the action amounted to uncon- 
stitutional confiscation. 
In refusing to take up the com- 
plaint the high court let stand the 
previous decision of the U. S. Dis- 
trict Court of Appeals that the ra- 
dio law of 1927, giving the govern- 
ment exclusive control of broad- 
casting, was valid. 
Interested in the stations is Kar- 
zas, operator of the Trianon and 
Aragon ballrooms here. Final de- 
cision brings to an end the long 
battle Karzas has been waging to 
reopen the ether outlets, 





‘Photoplay’ Hesitates 
Chicago, Feb. 29 
‘Photoplay,’ film fan magazine, 
has called off its ether ballyhoo de- 
but for the time being. Publication 
had been set to take a weekly slice 
of the dial on the Columbia net- 
work, starting the middle of March, 
with program and time picked. But 
last week the publisher, Jimmy 
Quirk, ordered all negotiations de- 
ferred for another month. 
Program ‘Photoplay’ had in mind 
was a_ series of dramatizations 
based on the lives of screen stars. 
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-|Radio Set Makers 
Seek Extra Coin 
In Other Fields 





Chicago, Feb. 29 

Radio manufacturers have gen 
| ockinp and finally admitted that 
| there’s a little chance for any boom 
on receiving set sales. Most of these 
firms have added electrical refrig- 
eration and other electric appli- 
unces to their sales lists. 

So great has been the influx of 
radio manufacturers into the reg- 
ular electrical field that their na- 


tional organization, formerly known 
as the National Federation of Radio 
Associations, have changed its label 
to the National Association of Ra- 
Refrigeration and _ Electrical 
This title takes in, 
besides radios and iceboxes, vac- 
uum cleaners, washing machines, 
irons, 2nd other gadgets. Colum- 
bia phonograph has gone even fur- 
ther by hitting the market with a 
hat and dress cleaner. 

In the electrical field now are 
such regular radio manufacturers 
as Fada, Majestic, Lyric, Crosley, 
Sparton, U. S. Radio and Television, 
while Stewart-Warner is set to fol- 
low any day. General Motors, on 
the other hand, has completely quit 
the radio field, last week having 
issued notice to its distributors that 
no more sets will be manufactured. 
Other manufacturers such as Ze- 
nith, Phileo, Atwater Kent, and 
Stromberg-Carlson, state they have 
no intention of going into the elec- 
trical refrig line. 

Small Renewal Market 


dio, 
Distributors. 


Feeling among these manufac- 
turers is that there’s no use hoping 
for radio sets to get back to the 


boom of 1926, figuring that all that 
remains now is the replacement 
market. Estimated that the coun- 
try is about saturated, there being 
16,000,000 homes with receiving sets 
according to the survey at the con- 
clusion of ’31. 

In the 16 months from April, 1930, 
to Dec., 1931,-there were 3,000,000 
radio sets sold in the U. S., but 
radio manufacturers find no excite- 
ment in those figures. They rate it 
aS little profit since these sets were 
almost totally cut-price outfits 
which didn’t bring more than $55 
per average receiver. 


Fairbanks’ Ad Reticence 
Forestalls Radio Deals 


Hollywood, Feb. 29. 


Deal for national broadcasts by 
Mary Pickford and Douglas Fair- 
banks is being held up due to the 
picture stars’ attitude about the 
nature of the commercials. Several 
advertisers have been after the 
Pickford-Fairbanks names as at- 
tractions, but as yet the pair have 
found none considered dignified 
enough for them. 

Understood that Fairbanks would 
have gone for a toothpaste com- 
pany, but Miss Pickford held off, 
preferring to line up with a motor 
car firm. All auto companies have 
been canvassed, but so far none has 
made an offer. 

Technical difficulties of broad- 
casting Fairbanks’ end of the pro- 
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grams during his South Seas cruise 
is also a woiry. Yacht on which 
he is traveling is equipped with 
wireless but has no facilities for 
sending out short wave programs. 

Latter may gum up the entire 
deal, as it is the idea of Fairbanks 
broadcasting his South Seas experi- 
ences that appeals most to the air 
advertisers interested. 


N. H. OUTLET OPENS 
Manchester, N. H., Feb. 29. 

WFEA, new here, will open to- 
morrow (1) as the most powerful 
broadcaster in New Hampshire. It 
will carry programs of the Yankee 
Network and CBS. 

WFEA is the 10th station to be- 
come associated with the Yankee 
Network, key stations, of which, 
WNAC and WAAB, are in Boston. 


MAINE STATION STARTS 
Augusta, Me., Feb. 29. 

New radio station, WRDO, took 
to the air last week pending its 
formal opening March 23. Conrad 
Kennison is manager and the an- 
nouncers are Perry T. Johnson and 
Darrah Pomeroy. 











Credit Sees Ford Rush 
For Year at $40,000 


Feb, 29. 
Ford Rush has signed a year’s 

contract with Crosley Radio Corp. 

for $40,000, top salary ever paid by 





Cincinnati, 


an independent station to an in- 
dividual entertainer. 

In addition to commercial pro- 
grams, Crosley has claim on the 
artist’s services for theatre engage- 
ments and personal appearances in 
connection with advertising ac- 
counts, 

Rush, whose air identity is ‘Old 
Man Sunshine,’ and Glenn Rowell, 
started broadcasting in 1924 at 
WLS, Chicago, as Ford and Glenn. 
Later the duo separated, Rush con- 
tinuing as a single and Glenn tak- 
ng another partner, the new team 


being known as Gene and Glenn. 


WCAE Auditions 
For 50c Admish 
In Pitt Contest 


Feb. 29. 
Hearst-owned station 
into show business as 


Pittsburgh, 
WCA 
here, going 


well. Studio is taking over the Al- 
vin this week to run off auditions 
for a ‘Sweetest Voice in Pittsburgh’ 


and at the same time to 
build a production to include all lo- 


contest, 


cal favorites etherizing from the 
station. 

More than 3,500 applicants in the 
contest and winner has been prom- 
ised a job at WCAE. It'll cost 
friends and relatives of the appli- 


cants 50 cents to see the contestants 


speak through a mike for 10 sec- 
onds, but that entitles ’em to see 
the pros make personal appear- 
ances. 

It may open up a new field of 
revenue for the local air stations, 
and it may not. 


‘ ? 
Goldbergs’ Spread 
Feb. 29. 
‘Rise of the Goldbergs’ swings 
into a cross country hookup March 
14, with the revised lineup combin- 
ing the NBC basic red network 
and the northwest link. Expansion 


Chicago, 


will give the skit 27 stations. Cur- 
rently it’s limited to eight outlets. 


Spread of the ‘Goldbergs’ serial 
is made possible by the switch of 
the Stebbins Boys show from the 
red to the blue network. Latter 
also goes into effect March 14. As 
presently arranged the Swift pro- 
gram obtains a triple broadcast 
each evening to take care of the 
eastern, midwest and west coast 
sectors. Under the new schedule 
the act, in a single broadcast at 
7:30 p. m. eastern time, will cover 
the east and midwest. If found ad- 
visable, it will also put on another 
show for the west coast about three 
hours later. 
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Radio Actors 


Organize to 
Combat Evils 


Los Angeles, eb. gy 
Microphone Club of America i3 
the name of a brand new organiza. 
tion of radio artists. It’s hope is 


to realize a strong affiliation of 


radio actors between New Yor] 

“~~ 
Chicago and the Coast along Em 
lines. 


Standard contract providing fixed 


working conditions, abolishment cof 
gypping agents, creation of a sick 
benefit fund, and opposition to un- 
ethical advertising practices 
the air are cited as aims of 
organization. 

Still under and embryonic 
with no claims made as yet to meme 
bership. Coast 
rated under 


over 


the 
cover 


branch is incorpo- 


California laws 
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Every Morning Over WJZ at 7:45 
National Broadcasting Company 























a 


Columbia System—8:30 P.M. 
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SHEAFFER LIFETIME REVUE 
Over NBC Coast to Coast Network 
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Coast’ Backwoods Radio Status 
Can't Outgrow Its Simple Audience 





Les Angeles, Feb. 29. 
west of the Rockies is ‘south of 
the railroad tracks’ in radio. Broad- 
easting in quality and ideas is 
astonishingly behind the east out 
here. This contrast is vivid to 
newcomers from eastern radio pro- 
duction centers. And the hick 
standards are a result of nothing 
more nor less than the hick audi- 
ence. 
Radio 
tarian. 
bring tangible, 
by tomorrow morning. 
institutional advertising, are the 
refinements of eastern Rotarians. 
They don't bother with such high- 
faluting nonsense out here. 


locally is strictly utili- 
Today’s broadcast must 
negotiable, results 


Good will, 


Chain Co. Domination 

Logical, simple, is the radio situa- 
tion on the Pacific slope. It’s mer- 
chandizing to supplement or sup- 
plant newspaper advertising. One 
type of advertiser dominates coast 
radio — the chain organization. 
Chains pro rate the cost-to each 





store or branch, thereby solving the 
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RAZOR COMPANY 
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financial question that keeps in- 
dividual firms off the air. 

Credit houses such as the Fed- 
eral Outfitting Co. are typical of 


radio in these precincts. They take 


an hour each day, from 12 noon to| 
one, over KMPC to captivate the | 


hicks. Only selling idea they want 
to put over is that a credit ac- 
count can be opened in any of their 
stores free of charge. 
hicks the ‘Happy Chappies’ 
tion everyone and anybody, birth- 
days, anniversaries, local ‘chitchat, 
personalities. 

Two classes of people form the 
store’s radio audience. First, trans- 
planted Iowans on short bankrolls; 
second, people who trade on ex- 
pectations through ownership of 
orange, lemon, grape, avocado, 
crops, ete. They form the bulk of 
the settled population, the trading 
element, the disciples of Aimee 
MacPherson and the customers of 
credit firms. 


2D CANCELLATION FOR 
SOPH; SHE SANG GRATIS 


Sophie Tucker has been cancelled 
by Fleischmann as ‘guest star’ for 
its NBC broadcast, Thursday (3), 
due to having sung over WMCA at 
the Motion Picture Ball, New York. 

It is the second time this has 
occurred to Miss Tucker. First 
time was about two months ago 
when the songstress did a gratis 
appearance over a Chicago station 
about a week prior to a booking on 
the Fleischmann period. At that 
time the commercial contemplated 
cancelling her because of the prior 
appearance but reconsidered and 
let the booking go through. 

Reason that Fleischmann and 
other advertisers burn when artists 
whom they have booked work on 
other programs, is that they con- 
sider it detrimental to have their 
selected ‘guest’ make too many ap- 
pearances on the air. Also because 
they pay plenty to the artist. 

Miss Tucker stated that she 
didn’t know it was a WMCA wire 
as the call letters were not on the 
mike. She was under the impres- 
sion, she said, that NBC was carry- 
ing the broadcast. 





U. S. Mails Denied to 
Station XED, Mexico 


Los Angeles, Feb. 29. 

U. S. mails have been closed to 
the Mexican station XED at Rey- 
nosa, Tampico, because of broad- 
casts drumming up American busi- 
ness for a Mexican raffle. Letters 
to the station or to addresses are 
returned to senders stamped ‘fraud- 
ulent.’ 





Procedure is similar to that taken 
| with European firms detected ship- 
| ping obscene photographs. 





ANNOUNCER’S RETURN 
| Norman Brokenshire, one time 
CBS announcer, returns to that net- 
work as a commercial announcer 
March 8. He will handle the Society 
Brand periods, firm having con- 
tracted for 13 Tuesday broadcasts 
| beginning March 8. 

Brokenshire’s contract is not with 
;CBS but is with the advertiser. 
Welcome Lewis and Nat Brusiloff’s 
orchestra comprise the talent. 





To lure the} 


The Radio Way 


Broadcasting atations and 
networks have their own ‘dog- 
house’ treatment for recalci- 
trant or about-to-be-discarded 
talent, similar to the Holly- 
wood film studios’ practice of 
placing unpopular employees 
in office cubicles sans tele- 
phones and forced to punch the 
clock. 

The radio method of curb- 
ing slough talent is to spot it 
on morning or afternoon hours. 

When a network wants to 
build up a personality it allots 
a choice evening period. 
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AND HIS 
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EVERY FRIDAY EVENING 
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IST NATL STORY 
MAG T0 GO FOR 
RADIO FANS 


Chicago, Feb. 29. 

‘Redbook’s’ announcement last 
week that, commencing with the 
April issue, it would make an in- 
tensive drive for dial fan interest 
by introducing a five page radio 
section, created considerable buzz 
in local broadcasting and advertis- 
ing circles. Also some wide-eyed 
dismay in the publishing field. This 
fiction monthly is the first of the 
national magazines to break from 
the ranks and to flout the trade’s 
attitude of silent resistance toward 
its ether advertising rival. 

Advertising among the pop maga- 
zines took better than a 25% brodie 
in 1931. Year before that the de- 
crease registered 22%. Magazine 
trade generally has held broadcast- 
ing responsible for the major part 
of these successive losses. Efforts 
on the part of promotion depart- 
ments to induce their publications 
to go after the radio fan element 
have met with repeated sour looks 
from the powers-that-be, and stern 
refusals to budge from the un- 
written policy agreed upon by the 
trade. Immediately after one of 
these conferences in which the sub- 
ject came up, a weekly five center 
went out of its way to clinch a 
serial satirizing radio broadcasting, 
going ’way over the figure offered 
by a rival. 

Sales brochure sent out by ‘Red- 
book’ to advertising agencies herald- 
ing its switch in policy starts off 
with the following catchline: 

‘Some people may think we're 
fraternizing with the enemy, but 
on Redbook we think that’s short- 
sighted.’ 

In explaining its ‘radically new 
publishing feature,’ the publication 
writes: 

‘Why have magazine and news- 
paper publishers thought of radio as 
an enemy—a sort of dragon to be 
slain? Largely, we suppose, be- 
cause in the 10 short years radio 
has attracted so many listeners to 
its national programs, and because 
so many advertisers have found 
radio a profitable medium to em- 
ploy. 

‘But is there anything to be 
gained by this attitude? We don’t 
think so.’ 

Pamphlet proceeds to tell about 
the proposed contents of the mag’s 
radio section which will start off 
with five pages and carry the com- 
plete schedules of both NBC and 
Columbia with each sponsor noted. 


FIRM RESUMES ON AIR 


Mildred Hunt will be featured on 
the Van Heusen broadcasts, which 
start for CBS about mid-March. 
Starting date isn’t set, 

New Van Heusen periods will 








mark that company’s fourth return 
to the air after a long lapse between 
each appearance and with a differ- 
ent program idea. 

Van Heusen engagement gives 


Miss Hunt two CBS commercials, | 


songstress currently being with 


Frostilla as well. 





Annual Broadcasts 


Fred Fear Co. returns to the ether | 


for its two annual broadcasts March 
22-24. Both periods will be on CBS. 


Firm takes air-time yearly just | 


before Easter. Only children will be 
used on the programs. 





Alice Joy’s Film Short 
Alice Joy, on the Prince Albert 
period, NBC, will make another 
short for Paramount in two weeks 
She has just completed her first. 





Her second will be titled after 
her theme song, ‘Caroline Is Calling 


Me.’ 


Tregteld Goes Ether for Chrysler: 
To Produce Weekly ‘Follies’ Hour 





Chicago, Feb. 29. 

Under an option held by the 
Chrysler Motor Car Co., Florenz 
Ziegfeld steps into the radio pro- 
ducing picture as soon as the Co- 
lumbia network can line up all sta- 
tions available on its basic link for 
a Sunday evening broadcast. Final 
details are being worked out with 
the chain’s sales reps at the 
Chrysler home office in Detroit. 
Final contracts are expected to be 


signed by this Thursday (3). 
About four weeks ago the auto 

manufacturer took an option on 

Ziegfeld’s ether services, contract 


providing for Ziegfeld’s personal] su- 
pervision of the weekly half hour 
program and the inclusion in the 
show of any and all stars who are 
under personal contract to him and 
who happen to be available in New 
York. Latter includes those in ‘Hot 
Cha,’ scheduled for premiere at the 
Ziegfeld theatre, New Yerk. Zieg- 


| feld’s end share of the program will 


come to $5,000 per broadcast, 
splitting of the coin among the tal- 
ent being left to him exclusively. 
Additional costs, such as the 26- 
piece studio orchestra and continu- 
ity preparation, will be paid for by 


COLUMBIA’S NEW DISCS 
ARE FOR RADIO ONLY 


Chicago, Feb. 29. 
Concentrating on radio disc, Co- 
lumbia phonograph has completed 


a new process record strictly for 
the transmitter. Platter was 
brought here for inspection by 
Frank Walker, in charge of all Co- 
lumbia studios. 

New note in preparation is the 
transparency of the playing sur- 
face revealing a blue colored base. 
Labels are waxed beneath this 
transparent surface, making them 
indelible. Dise will not be ready 
for marketing before another 
month. 

Cost of recording will remain the 
same as for present platters, but 
rates on individual stampings will 
be raised approximately one third. 
This will make the cost of each 
radio disc $3 instead of the present 
$2. 

New preparation will be avail- 
able only for radio records and not 
as phonograph discs, since the 
studio feels that the public is not 
now in the mood to pay extra money 
for better home platters. 











WPEG, Police Outlet, 
Spurs Low Wave Sales 


Introduction of the police broad- 
casting station, WPEG, has stim- 
ulated the sale of short wave re- 
ceiving sets in New York. 

WPEG is being operated to 
broadcast police warnings, as in 
other cities. 





REFUSE $1,000 BID 

Eton Quartet, doubling from the 
Village Grove Nut Club to CBS, 
turned down $1,000 a week from 
Quaker Oats via the Columbia net- 
work, 

Quartet is continuing on several 
sustaining programs a week but 
are biding their time for commer- 
cial purposes. 


the commercial though the final 
werd on everything will be Zieggy’s, 
When Chrysler announced its in- 
tention to take a 13-week crack at 
network merchandizing, NBC and 
Columbia each dispatched a squad 
of salesmen to the company’s De- 
troit offices two weeks ago. NBC"’s 
sales forces finally withdrew from 
the field yesterday (25) when the 
Chrysler execs decreed that the 
program would have to secure a 
Sunday evening release and that the 
network carrying its show couldn’t 
broadcast another motor car ac- 
count the same evening. NBC has 
the Buick period on an extensive 
contract for Sunday evenings. 


The Chrysler show will run a 
half hour and will be tagged 
‘Chrysler Follies,’ Commercial’s 


also figuring on a newspaper cam- 
paign to ballyhoo the Ziegfeld as- 
sociation. 
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The Voice You Love 
to Hear 


VAUGHN 
DE LEATH 


Radio’s Friendly Singer 
of Friendly Songs 
Columbia Broadcasting System 


Now Appearing in Person 
in RKO Theatres 




















\Negro Characterization) 

“Kadio here has some- 
thing to offer the most 
esthetic listener, and yet, 
this session, 


such is the art of 
that it has ita appeal just as 
surely for the child, the adult and the aged 


of varied degrees of intelligence.’’—Variety. 
MON., TUES., WED., THURS. and FRI., 
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RAY PERKINS 


COMMERCIAL 
15 Mins. 
WJZ, N. Y. 
Twice weekly, Tuesday and Sat- 
urday, for 15 minutes; commenc- 


ing at 6:30, Ray Perkins gets over 
the message for Jergen’s Famous 
Lotion for the hands in individual 
and effective manner. Starting 
from the theme song vamp, titled, 
‘Soft White Hands,’ to the discreet, 
yet effective sales’ spiel, Jergen’s 
doesn’t miss anything, and yet Per- 
kins’ stuff is popularly appealing. 

It's not like those Coast banali- 
ties, with their insistent drumming 
of the address and prices of the 
cut-rate shops. Here it’s thought- 
fully planned and intelligently 
scenarized to get over a frank ‘ap- 
peal for the men,’ perhaps the first 
time this reviewer has heard a 
specific plea for s. a. conveyed over 
the radio. 

Breezily, chattily, almost in ad 
lib manner, the advantages for Jer- 
gen's lotion are recounted either for 
house or office work as 2 means to 
circumvent ‘puffed hands.’ This is 
in contrast to the underlying song 
motif of ‘Soft White Hands.’ 


Perkins’ own entertainment is a 
clever pianolog topically dwelling 
on sundry things, and panning 


among other items the new ‘school 
of bathroom humor,’ which refers 
to the new humorous -:nags, which 
he states, he can’t see. 

His comedy quips are effective 
throughout and with his pianolog- 
ing (Perkins at one time was some- 
thing of a songwriter, so assumedly 
he composes all of the original stuff, 
and it’s all original), he breezes 
through a snappy quarter hour. 

Abel. 


SONG FOR TODAY 


Lowell Patton 
Music — 
Sustaining 


WENR, Chicago 

Every sun-up over NBC comes 
the organ-pumping, music-compos- 
ing, poetry-reciting Lowell Patton 
to start the day off right for the 
home folks. Patton may be imme- 
diately seated in the little fireside 
group containing Seth Parker and 
Edgar Guest as the leaders of the 
happy-thoughts mob. 

Programs like this are for the in- 
genucus and the naive, and from 
the buge following enjoyed by the 
Parkers and the Guests, there must 
be counties of them spread through 
the country. 

For these fans Patton and his or- 
gan fit. These are the ones who 
have written gravely for the Song 
of the Day Book, and who each day 
solemnly turn to the Happy Thought 
Song No. 6 or No. 7. These are the 
people who listen quietly as Patton 
plays his tunes of ‘Down the Sun- 
lit Path’ or ‘My Heavenly Home.’ 

The urban listener would need 
only one hearing of that first tune 
before he’d turn to something more 
boop-a-doop. The ordinary main- 
stemmer, however, is still pounding 
the pillow when the main-streeters 
are dialing in on this program. 

It's a 15-minute session that’s as 
far from Broadway and the Loop as 
the north star, which makes it hard 
for the ordinary loophound to see 
why a lot of people find much en- 
joyment in such a program. 

Patton composes the music for 
poems that he picks up or poems 
his listeners send in. These poems 
border on hymns and the tunes are 
in the same order. They are sung 
usually by Gloria LaVey and Fen- 
wick Newell; sung in a rather ordi- 
nary fashion. Gold, 


FREDDIE ENGEL’S ORCH. 
Sustaining 
WGY, Schenectady 

Well-known Capitol District or- 
chestra now playing at and broad- 
casting from an Albany restaurant. 
Sometimes fills spot on sustaining 
luncheon program, and has a half 
hour late evening period of its own 
twice weekly. Restaurant appar- 
ently pays for latter, announcer 
plugging cuisine, etc. Luncheon 
program probably by remote con- 
trol. 

Orchestra is not a large one, but 
is well balanced. Usually gets best 
results with slow, soft numbers 
from radio reception angle. Signa- 
ture song played very smoothly. 

Featured is ‘Chuck’ Miller, a good 
trumpeter. Engel is a good drum- 
mer, but recently has been direct- 
ing. Vocal refrains by Tom Lauer; 
also occasional group singing. 

Unit popular with local air and 
dance fans. Works at Lake Luzerne 
in Adirondacks during summer. 

Jaco. 


FIFI D’ORSAY 
Songs and Talk 
WGY, Schenectady 

Vivacious French-Canadian movie 
and stage actress front-paged on a 
‘Radio Extra.’ Broadcast started as 
an interview between femme re- 
porter and star, but the latter soon 
took charge of proceedings. 

Miss D’Orsay is one screen actress 
who does not freeze up before the 
mike. Words flow in a steady 
stream, thoughts are well expressed, 
numbers are cued skilfully and are 
sunk in characteristic style. Did 
two on this program and put them 
over nicely. 

Incidentally, Miss D’Orsay paid 
glowing tribute to Will Rogers, with 
whom she appeared in pictures. 

Heard via radio, Miss D’Orsay is 


entertaining. Should click on a 
Quebec broadcast. Jaco. 


FRIENDS OF OPERA 
Samuel Insull, Marian Claire 
Talk, Singing 

Sustaining 

WENR, Chicago 


With the Chicago Civic Opera 
supposedly doomed for a fadeout 
unless $250,000 more of the required 
half million is raised by the com- 
ing summer, Chicago's 400 has 
taken over the task of ballyhooing 
the pledge collecting campaign. 
Dema Harshbarger, manager of the 
NBC Civic Concerts Service, bobbed 
into the picture by getting the net- 


work to assign six 15-minute eve- 
ning periods, split between its lo- 
cally operated outlets, WENR and 
WMAQ. Miss Harshbarger, in- 


cidentally, has a booking fee inter- 
est in the artists signed by the 
opera company, while the network 
has gratis broadcasting call on the 
troupe’s Saturday night presenta- 
tions here. 

For these quarter-hours the com- 
mittee behind the campaign had 
provided far better speaking mag- 
nets than warbling support. Rea- 
son given for the deficiency was 
that the top name boys and girls on 
the Chicago Civic Opera roster were 
on tour, and that the stunt didn't 
warrant hooking them in from dis- 
tant towns. Outside of Samuel In- 
sull the pleader’s roll included such 
gold coast social lights as Mrs. 
Edithe Rockefeller McCormick, Mrs. 
Waller Borden, Mrs. Arthur Meeker 
and Mrs. Charles H. Swift. 

Insull took his turn (23) over 
the wave length, which, incident- 
ally, is still his property, though 
operated by the network, with a 
manuscript calculated to impress 
the listening opera-goer with the 
financial ramifications of the ven- 
ture. 

In his plea for pledges the multi- 
millionaire declared that the opera 
company, of which he is the chair- 
man of the board of trustees, must 
have $500,000 assured before it 
starts signing next year’s artists’ 
contracts. For every $100 con- 
tributed the donor is eligible, he 
said, to substantial discounts at the 
boxoffice and the right to pick his 
seat locations. Also developed dur- 
ing the course of his spiel that the 
Civic Opera, if it resumes next sea- 
son, will give its scale a slash. 
Before and after the Insull talk 
Marion Claire, soprano, was heard 
from in a couple of numbers. 

Odec. 





BOB ELSON’S BASEBALL PARTY 
Talk 


COMMERCIAL 
WGN, Chicago 


Probably the first time a big daily 
like the Chicago ‘Trib’ has paid for 
air space to exploit its sports de- 
partment. Occasion is in advance of 
the coming baseball season, with in- 
dications that the ‘Tribune’ is out to 
accord special plugging to that par- 
ticular phase of the paper this year. 
Although WGN is the local outlet 
for the ‘Trib,’ it’s a separate outfit 
and the newspaper paid the usual 


amount for the broadcast. Bob El- 
son is WGN’s baseball announcer, 


with the plug working both ways. 
With only 15 minutes on hand Elson 
had to spiel fast in order to get in 
all the introductions and a minute 
or so of chatter from the ball play- 
ers, 

So happened a fiock of the dia- 
mond boys, both from the Sox and 
Cubs team, were passing through 
town enroute to their respective 
training camps that night. In the 
party were Lew Fonseca, Tommy 
Thomas, Ted Lyons and owner J. 
Louis Comiskey of the White Sox 
and President Bill Veeck, Lance 
Richbourg, Guy Bush, Kiki Cuyler, 
Lester Bell and Danny Taylor of the 
Cubs. Time didn’t permit too much 
chatter, but the boys all chipped in 
with cursory remarks, leaving the 
lion’s share of talk to Elson and the 
club chiefs. 

Plenty of baseball fans in this 
town, with the likelihood that a 
large percentage were listening in. 

Spar. 


VIVIEN RUTH 
Songs 
Sustaining 
WABC, New York 
Vivien Ruth comes to radio with- 
out having any previous reputation, 


having been selected by CBS 
through an audition. At least so 
CBS states. The network at first 


intended to bill the songstress as 
‘Sleepy Time Gali,’ but abandoned 
that idea partly because WMCA 
claimed prior rights to the billing. 
What radio is looking for now in 
solo artists is something different. 
M -s Ruth has little in this direc- 
tion. She is a likable songstress, 
but along orthodox lines. She does 
three or four song numbers on each 


of her 15-minute periods, with 
Freddie Rich's orchestra support- 
ing. At times it is suggested she 


is attempting to get off the beaten 
track for songstresses by injecting 
a bit of flavor, such as humming the 
melody in parts. However, this 
isn’t strong enough or impressive 
enough to really count. Her voice, 


a contralto, is agreeable, but undis- 
tinguished. 
Miss Ruth isn’t as yet strong 


enough to carry an entire period by 
her lonesome, even if the orchestra 
is good support. She needs build- 
ing, much more experience and the 
|development of an individual tech- 
nique, 





FOODTOWN POPS REVUE 

With Dennis King, Miss Beverly 
and H. Leopold Spitalny orches- 
tra and Vocal Chorus 


Disc 
COMMERCIAL 
KYW, Chicago 

Another Kellogg food products 
account, synchronized on a pancake 
for local and general distribution. 
Apparently the cereal company is 
spending some money on this wave- 
length, with intention of bringing in 
as many name artists as available. 

Again Spitalny, B&K musical di- 
rector and production idea man, 
comes through with a bang-up pro- 
gram, carrying with it a strong cen- 
tral feature and a variety of enter- 
tainment that will please everyone. 
Spitalny’s contract with this account 
is for 26 programs to be readied at 
the rate of two or three episodes a 
week. In leaving the talent in 
Spitalny’s hands the Kellogg people 
made a wise choice. The maestro 
has alreay proven a good card with 
the Shaeffer Pen program, while his 
faculty for assembling musical en- 
tertainment rates high. 
For a 15-minute period this pro- 
gram packs a wallop. Starting off 
with a choral number of mixed 
voices, underlined by the excellent 
orchestral accompaniment, it moves 
for juvenile attention when little 
Beverly Kaplan, known only as Miss 
Beverly, sings kid numbers. Un- 
usual is the smoothness of the dove- 
tailing between the adult vocalizing 
and the child's introduction. 
King is opportunely spotted 
two selections that bring 
voice for all it’s worth. Singer was 
a happy choice on this program, 
completing an all class round of 
entertainment. Faced with the ne- 
cessity of finding talent around here 
Spitalny hasn’t much leeway, de- 
pending a good deal on what hap- 
pens to be in town at the time. But 
even away from the name attrac- 
tion thing that orchestra, the ar- 
rangements and choral work: are 
enough to insure this program. 
Span. 


in 
out his 


ART JARRETT 
Songs 
Sustaining 
WABC, New York 
Art Jarrett has been on the CBS 
air waves from New York for some 
months now and is building as he 
goes along. The boy has an un- 
usual voice and a style of delivery 
all his own. He appears to shape 
up as the high tenor counterpart to 
Crosby or Columbo with his heated 
‘ha-cha-cha’ and ‘wah-wah’ style of 
slamming a song across. 
Jarrett was at one time with Earl 
Burtnett’s orchestra and began to 
solo in Chicago, from which town 
CBS brought him to New York. 
Jarrett is with CBS through MCA, 
which has a long-time contract with 
the singer. 
He supplies his own accompani- 
ment on the banjo. The boy has 
something: new in song circles. But 
whether or not he will build a fol- 
lowing is is yet to be determined. 
Fanchon & Marco have him for a 
four-week booking in its Fox house. 
He is handicapped by his radio 
spotting during the late afternoon. 
Given a period anywhere after 7 
p.m. Jarrett would prove himself 
promptly. 


OLD MAN DOLLAR 
Comedy Skit 
Sustaining 

WMAGQ, Chicago 

Biggest sponsor of the country is 
behind this one. Nothing short of 
the U. S. government. Hookup is a 
patriotic gesture as part of Presi- 
dent Hoover’s anti-hoarding cam- 
paign, with Russell Pratt and Ran- 
son Sherman, two of the Three Doc- 
tors, participating, along with Sunda 
Love, who is new over this station. 

Program is scheduled for every 
weekday night for two weeks, car- 
rying over the continuity from eve- 
ning to evening. Skit is made to 
order for the especial purpose of 
stressing the dollar-hiding habit. 
Characters are Mr. and Mrs. Wrong 
and Mr. Right. Former do the dis- 
appearing dollar act, while the latter 
orates against it. 

Idea permits of light comedy 
when, for example, the hoarding 
couple stuff their few bucks into the 
oven near a pot of roast and along 
comes a beggar, sneaking in through 
the back door, cops the roast but 
doesn't touch the coin. Parts are 
well handled and the material pro- 
vides laughs, Span. 


MR. AND MRS. FAIRWAY 
Golf Skit 

Sustaining 

WMAQ, Chicago 

A topic that should have a large 
following with laughs for all golf 
bugs. In a measure it’s a takeoff 
on the ‘Easy Aces’ sketch over 
WGN, changing only from bridge 
to the niblick. 

It’s Mr. and Mrs. Fairway, played 
by Bess Johnson and Jack Daly. 
with friend wife deciding to go in 
for the game after tiring of remain- 
ing a golf widow for years. Usual 
dumb questions ensue, wearing on 
hubby’s nerves, until he eventually 
gives in. Rapid crossfire between 
the pair is well written by the au- 
thor. Lola Goelet Yoakem. 

Right now this skit is local, but if 
the continuity is good enough to re- 
tain interest from one broadcast to 
another its chances for falling into 
a commercial lap are good. Span. 





Too Much Ego on the Air 





(Continued from page 1) 


program this week and going sus- 
taining for CBS until that station 
secures a new sponsor for him. 

The Crosby instance is pointed to 
as an example of wrong merchan- 
dising in that the crooner patently 
appeals to a femme audience in the 
main. His torch songs may attract 
concentrated dial-in attention 
from the femmes but women do not, 
as yet, smoke cigars. 

On the other hand, Kate Smith, 
plugging a 10c cigar, La Palina, is 
mere effective in that she gets as 
many men as women. Still that’s 
only a 50% draw for her commer- 
cial backer with nobody yet try- 
ing to sell the idea to the women 
that it’s nice to see their men folks 
smoke La Palinas. 

Along Radio’s Idea 


The Morton Downey-Tony Wons- 
Jacques Renard Camel trio is re- 
garded favorably by radio as a good 
example of radio showmanship. 
These 15-minute continuities, with 
the Carolina tobacco plantation mo- 
tifs, are primed essentially to keep 
the cigaret brand to the fore. 

Radio advertisers are furthermore 


of the opinion that with the ju- 
dicious building of programs to 
give themselves a decent break, 


along with the talent, they can still 
build up the personalities into 
strong draws. 

This is generally contrary to the 
broadcasting stations’ theories 
when they sign a vocalist or en- 
semble for sustaining programs, 
with an eye to selling them com- 
mercially. Theory has been that 
this creates a ready made audi- 
ence, as witness the build-ups for 
Crosby and Russ Columbo. 

But, argue the ad agencies, the 
fact that non-commercial radio can 
do it proves conclusively that spon- 
sored programs can do that also, 
and more so. For one thing, com- 
mercial programs are spotted at 
what are supposed to be the most 
effective hours, whether morning or 
evening, depending on the mer- 
chandising outlets aimed at—i. e. 
the housewife during the day or the 
father and his family at dinner 
time and thereafter. 

Which Best Known? 


Argument persists that Vallee is 
better known than Fleischmann’s 
Yeast; Columbo better known than 
Listerine (which incidentally goes 
off NBC March 7); that the Bos- 
well Sisters are better known than 
Pompeiian Cream; that Pillsbury 
Flour doesn’t get the public atten- 
tion of Arthur Tracy, the Street 
Singer, et al. 

NBC seems to concur with the 
growing trend of thought by letting 
Marion Harris and Sylvia Froos go. 
Former was given four weeks’ 
notice but refused to work it out 


and walked immediately, going tg 
Palm Peach. Miss Froos, who wag 
in for an ether build-up, is being 
taken off NBC’s sustaining periods, 

With the Listerine contract off 
the air March 7, NBC will switch 
Columbo to a sustaining period but 
if he refuses to accept the time 
allotted him he, too, will be per. 
mitted to walk. With ether time 
congested, NBC’s idea is to spot 
Columbo during the day but Con 
Conrad, the singer’s manager, in-« 
sists on nights or nothing. It may 
be nothing. 

yeneral plan from both sponsor 
and networks seems to be to limit 
the soloists as much as possible, 
and then enlist them solely where 
there is valid reason for such. 

Unit building up of programs, 
with an eye to plot and continuity, 
especially primed to give the mere 
chandising factors a break, is the 
new scheme of things. 

Theories 

That .he name isn’t essential for 
commercial radio’s welfare is 
ther evidenced by Guy Lombardo 
and Abe Lyman who, with their 
orchestras, solely identify them. 
selves by name with Robert Burns 
cigar and Phillips’ Milk of Mag- 
nesia respectively. Each has other 


fur- 


commercial radio affiliations, Ly- 
man for example working anony- 
mously for Danderine and Edna 


Wallace 
tions. 

When Lucky Strike had the 
A. Rolfe orchestra, L. S. was prie 
mary in the exploitation. The cure 
rent hook-up with Winchell is ree 
garded in some ether quarters as 
too much of a ballyhoo for the 
columnist rather than the cigaret 
firm. It may be one reason this 
program is donating minutes for 
the political parties to use as the 
Presidential campaign nears, be- 
sides the natural interest therein. 

In line with this merchandising 
idea, the Prince Albert tobacco 
period has Alice Joy who gives out 
only old-time songs. Idea is to 
penetrate the small towns where 
the bucolic a. k.’s are the pipe 
smokers. The big town ‘circula- 
tion’ is almost negligible, whereas 
the ciggie and cigar firms are after 
that primarily. 

Stoopnagle und Bud (CBS) and 
‘Sisters of the Skillet’ (NBC), both 
Procter & Gamble; Pepsodent’s 
Amos ‘’n’ Andy and ‘Rise of the 
Goldbergs’ are further examples of: 
the commercial making its own 
personalities. Three of these four 
(the exception is obviously Amos 
’n’ Andy) have not outgrown their 
commercially sponsoring associae 
tion, and this close coupling is 
somethil.g which radio regards as 
valuable for direct merchandising 
returns. 


Hopper, beauty prepara- 


B 


—— 





YARDLEY PROGRAM 

Beatrice Herford, Mischa Levitzki 
and the London String Quartet 

Music and Monologs 

COMMERCIAL 

WMAQ, Chicago 


Very English is the studied at- 
tempt of this femme beautifier. The 
spiels and the plugs are all scribbled 
and presented with the London 
tonsil-manner going full blast. They 
tip the public to pen for a booklet 


and that it will be ‘posted’ to them 
off the bat. ‘Posted,’ mind you. 


Its Buckingham Palace air, how- 
ever, does not detract from the mer- 
its of the program. It rather spices 
it up a bit with a flavor of novelty 
The only headache is whether this 
Trafalgar-square gargling will help 
heat the ladies out in Terre Haute 
to bust down to the local drug em- 
poriums for a handful of the 
product. 

There’s their problem. The ses- 
sion itself is of a superior brand, 
strictly lorgnette-and-concert-hall 
on the names of Herford, Levitzki 
and the quartet. The string ensem- 
ble and the pianists are recognized 
standard concert performers. Miss 
Herford is $4.40 style on her mono- 
log. The Terre Haute ladies may 
not quite enjoy that quiet type of 
clowning; they may need something 
a bit closer to Terre Haute. Miss 
Herford’s monolog sketches’ are 
snappily handled in the Ruth Draper 
manner and register effectively over 
the ether, though the mugging is 
missed. 

The string-sawers and ivory-an- 
noyer are booked for alternating 
sessions throughout the entire series 
on NBC, each doing five weekly in- 
terludes. Levitzki was not at the 
piano on the first show, Katherine 
Bacon being at the keyboard. These 
musicians 1ate as standard recital 
workers and the'r selections fall into 
the same groove. Their ace work- 
manship is effective through a mike. 





This figures asan upper-class mu- 
sical and talk session, and its appeal 


will be strictly to that portion of 
the citizenry which is accustomed to 
struggling into dinner coats and 
rushing downtown to fill their sub- 
scription seats at the neert hall 
Yardley & Co., Limited, a‘ining at 
that mub, can’t miss. Whether the 
Terre Haute ladies, who prefer 
Gable and Garbo, will fall for Le- 
vitzki to the point of grabbing some 
Yardley beautifier is still the ques- 
tion. told. 


‘FRIENDSHIP TOWN’ 
Sketch 

COMMERCIAL 

WJZ, New York 

A small-town weekly sketch series 
containing no special interest. Each 
sketch is supposed to contain a sep- 
arate story, each taking place in @ 
small rural community called 
‘Friendship Town.’ 

The incidentals in this piece are 
of more interest chan the story it- 
self. The action held together by a 
weak link of a plot. ’ 

A large cast includes Virginia 
Gardiner, Edith Spencer, Don Car- 
ney, Ed. Whitney, ‘Pic’ Malone and 
‘Pat’ Madget. Also Harry Salter’s 
orchestra and Frank Luther, the 
latter singing. 

Stories revolve around local char- 
acters. Last week there was talk 
about the old town doctor marrying 
the town’s new = school teacher. 
However, as it turned out, and as 
could be surmised from the begin- 
ning, the old doc was just framing 
to fix the girl up with her former 
sweetheart. This action was cued 
into an engagement party with all 
the characters attending, which 
gave the orchestra and the vocalist 
an excuse to function. 

The characters themselves are 
fairly amusing. Some of the vocal 
delineations are well done, espe 
cially that of the storekeeper who 
speaks in a stumbling, nasal voice. 

In toto, though, just a so-so co! 
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edy sketch. 


i) *e. 





“J 
Shortly 
Maurice 


FAM! 
719 


an 
 eiiias 


“my % 


“KIS 


SAI 


158-1! 
(Clev' 


\| 


“CAN 
“THE 
“WH 


“\ 











7 








ai 





be 













time 


Spot 
Con 
» ins 
may 


»NSoF 
limit 
sible, 
‘here 


ams, 
uity, 
mere 

the 


for 
fur- 
irdo 
heir 
eme 
irng 
lage 
ther 
Ly- 
ny- 
dna 
ras 


B 
rie 
ure 
re«- 

as 
the 
ret 
his 
tor 
the 
be. 
a 
ing 
cco 
ut 

to 
ere 
ipe 
la- 
as 
ter 


nd 
t h 
t's 
he 
of - 
vn 
ur 
os 
ir 
Le 
is 
As 
1g 


en 


the 





Tuesday, March 1, 1932 


MUSIC—NITE ClhUBS—RADIO_ 





VARIETY 61 





=. 








| 


GUIDE 


AUUUN TTOIOETENETV ATT rreeeE NOOR 











MUSIC 











“WHEN WE'RE ALONE” 


(Penthouse Serenade) 


“RAIN ON THE ROOF” 


“wHO’S YOU'RE LITTLE 
WHO-ZIS” 


“TIRED” 
“LO AND BEHOLD” 
“JAZZ NOCTURNE” 


Shortly to be released, 3 hit songs from 
Maurice Chevalier’s Paramount— 
“One Heur With You’’ 


FAMOUS MUSIC CORP. 
719-7th Ave., New York 


“My Mom” 
“Goodnight Moon” 
“An Ev’ning in Caroline” 
“Sometime in Summertime” 
“That Night” 

“I’m So in Love” 
“That’s Living” 
DONALDSON DOUGLAS 


& GUMBLE, Inc. 
1595 Broadway, New York 














TALMCE HETC 


“LADY OF SPAIN” 


“MY WORLD BEGINS AND ENDS 
WITH YOU” 


“LOOK, HERE COMES A 
RAINBOW” 


GOOD NIGHT, NOT 
GOODBYE” 


“SOUTHERN MOON” 


SAM FOX PUB. CO. 


158-160 West 45th St., New York 
(Cleveland—Chicag o—Los Angeles) 


“KISS ME 








AGER, YELLEN & 
BORNSTEIN, Inc. 


“Auf Wiedersehen My Dear’ 
“Sing a New Song” 


“You’re Foolin’ Yourself 
(When You Try to Fool Me)” 


“I’m Lost Without You, Sally” 


“There’s a Million Ways to Say 
I Love You” 


745 7th Ave., New York 





Remick Hits 


“CAN’T WE TALK IT OVER?” 


“THE MORE YOU HURT ME” 


“WHERE THE LILIES OF THE 
VALLEY GROW” 


“WHY DID IT HAVE baba 
BE ME” 


“TOO, LAT =” 


REMICK MUSIC CORP. 
1657 Broadway, New York 











IRVING BERLIN, Inc. 


“ALL OF ME” 
“BY THE SYCAMORE TREE” 
“STRANGERS” 


“I'LL MISS YOU IN THE EVENING” 
(Irving Berlin’s Latest) 


“I WANNA COUNT SHEEP TILL , 
THE COWS COME HOME” } 
| 


“TIME ALONE WILL TELL” 
(European Sensation) 


“I CAN'T BELIEVE IT’S YOU” 


1607 Broadway, New York | 








Variety In Hits 
“Devil and Deep Blue Sea” 
“You Rascal, You” 
“Twenty-One Years” 
“Bells of Avalon” 
“Wrong Number” 
“Biues in My Heart” 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
150 W. 46th St., New York 





“TIME ON MY HANDS” 
“TWO LOVES” 


CONCEDED HITS , 
by the “Dear Old Public” 
As the old maestro would say 


MILLER MUSIC, Inc. 
62 W. 45th St., New York 














HARMS’ HITS 


“WHAT A LIFE” 
“CLOSE YOUR EYES” 
“DANCING ON THE CEILING” 
“| DON’T SUPPOSE” 
“DELISHIOUS” 


PROFESSIONAL OFFICES 
1657 Broadway, New York 





Witmarks-Hitmarks 
“Was That the Human 
Thing to Do?” 

“Put That Sun Back in 
the Sky” 

“By a Rippling Stream” 
“Where Were You Last 
Night?” 

M. WITMARK & SONS 
1657 Broadway, New York 








MARKS’ HITS 


Marta 

Mama Don't Want No Peas 
Father of Land We Love 
Adios Muchachos 


(Geod-bye Boys) 
Waitin’ for the Moon 
Little Gad-a-bout 


MARKS 


one House 
est NEW f 
46th St. =" tee 


MUSIC 





Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. 


“1 FOUND YOU” 
“RIVER, STAY "WAY FROM 
MY DOOR” 

“LIES” 

“SAY THAT YOU WERE TEAS- 
ING ME” 

“If | Ever Meet THE GIRL 
OF MY DREAMS” 
“LONESOME MELODY” 
“TAKE A PICTURE OF THE 


MOON” 
Capitol Theatre Building 
COR. BRO! DWAY & 51ST STREET 


NEW YORK 











“KISS ME GOODNIGHT” 
“STOP THE SUN, STOP THE 
MOON (My Man’s Gone)” 


“YOU'RE THE ONE 


(You Beautiful Son-of-a-Gun)” 
“You Only Want Me 


WHEN NOBODY ELSE IS 
AROUND” 


“EV’RY TIME MY HEART 
BEATS” 


DeSYLVA, BROWN 
& HENGERSON, Inc. 


745-7th Ave., New York 





| radio-waves, 


| Paradise ballroom 


U.S.-DUTCH BROADCAST 
PROVES S0-SO AFFAIR 


The Hague, Feb. 20. 

Dutch broadcaster AVRO relayed 
a program from Columbia Broad- 
casting System in New York titled 
‘Hello, Europe.’ 

Negro spirituals and Fisk Jubi- 
lee Singers came over very faintly 
but second half much clearer. Rugby 
(England) received the American 
then transmitted to the 
Belgian coast, thence to Brussels 
and from there via Rotterdam over 
telephone cables to Hilversum AVRO 
studio and thus broadcasted. 


MIDWEST BANDS MOVE 


Russo On Chi Northside, Jones to 
Cleveland—inn’s 3 Outfits 








Chicago, Feb. 29. 
Danny Russo’s band opened last 
week at the Beach View Gardens, 
northside cafe, With this move the 
radio outlet of the spot was 
switched from WIBO to WBBM. 
also gets a CBS web through 


Russo 


ithe new station. 
Isham Jomes, after three weeks at 
the hotel Schroeder, Milwaukee, 


the Golden Pheasant, 
Ted Weems’s now in the 
Milwaukee room. 
Inn, at the local Sherman 
this week tilts its number of 
to three. Phil Levant’s or- 
chestra comes in for the noon tune- 
fest, Maurie Sherman has the tea 
dansants, and Ben Bernie remains 
for the evening sessions. 

Louis Panico band leaves Guyon’s 
March 21. He's 
there about seven months. 
Moves to the bandstand at the Can- 
ton Tea Gardens, 

Herb Carlin’s outfit follows in at 
he dance hall, . 

Clyde McCoy orchestra also moves 


changed to 
Cleveland. 
Schroeder 

College 
hotel, 
bands 


been 


|; out of the Merry Gardens ballroom, 


north side, next week to grab a four 
months’ tour of the midwest, booked 
by the Kennaway office. Before he 


jtakes to the pike McCoy will make 
| two 


‘ords for Columbia phono- 


graph here, 


rec 





Richman as Cincy M.C.; 
Busse on One-Niters 


Cincinnati, Feb. 29. 
Iiarry Richman, in his native 


burg with the ‘Follies,’ is doubling 
at the Netherland Plaza, nite club, 
as m.c. with Harry Busse’s orches- 
tra. His bit from the hotel is $1 
per head, which the management 
has added to the regular cover 
charge of $1 for week nights an‘ 
$1.50 for Saturday. 

Busse’s band ends its 10 weeks’ 
stay March 7 The following night 
Horace Heidt opens for from four 
to eight weeks. The Busse combo 
will play one nighters in Kentucky, 
Ohio, Pennsylvania and Michigan 
for a fortnight before opening in 
Chicago. 





Barg’s Auto Smash 


Chicago, Feb. 29. 

Irving Barge, for years manager of 
the boonl Milton Weil office, was 
seriously injured last week in an 
auto accident. He’s now at the 
Francis Willard hospital here. His 
wife and child, in the machine with 
him, escaped serious injury. 

Barg is now local manager of the 
Foster Music Co. 


GENDRON LEAVING LOOP 
Chicago, Feb. 29. 

Henri Gendron, after a couple of 
years with a local chow-meinery, 
is taking his band out of the loop. 
Figures to leave about April 15. 
Future dates not set but understood 
there’s possibility of a Paris book- 





| ing. 


Gendron has been working at the 





“AFTER THE DANCE 
WAS OVER” 


OLMAN Music Corp. 


745-7th Ave., New York 








“Oh What a Thrill” 
“Shadows on the Window” 
“My Little Swanee Sue” 
“Waltz Me to Sleep in 
Your Arms” 


Davis, Coots & Engel, Inc. 
719-7th Ave.. New York 














j 
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|} William 


new Oriental Gardens, of which he 
is reported to be part-owner. Jimmy 
Garrigan band will replace at the 
loop spot. 

COL. PHONOGRAPH PRUNES 

Chicago, Feb. 29. 

Columbia phonograph compan: 
Soe gel its staff here last wee! 
| lettings 1 > drop. 

Those “effected were D. S. Rams- 
| dell, merchandise manager; I[d- 
|mund Kment, foreign manager; 


Link and Edward Blimke, 
sales representatives. 


} est 


| blowup. 





Coast Union Ball 
San Francisco, Feb. 29. 
Musicians’ Union is plannin é 
Mareh 11 ball at Civic Auditor i 
» alleviate unemployment, 
Will use 75 musicians, payin; 
them scale, with the town's lead- | 
orches ra directers as guest 


con nduc tors. 


and 


WILD CLUB OPENING 


Unemployed Singer Slugs 
Patron, and Riot is On 

New Orleans, Feb. 

The Playground, town’s newest 
night club, had a hectic opening. An 
unemployed entertainer, songstress 
by name of “Bucktown Billy” Boyce, 
rendered two numbers without re- 
quest and was hissed. sat 
down a pretty young thing was tell- 


29. 


As she 


ing her escort she was wild about 
the place. “Bucktown Billy,” over- 
hearing, became angered. 


she yelled 

a black- 
young 
um. 


“So you like this dump,” 
at the girl. Then took out 
jack and tapped the pretty 
thing on the head. Pandemoni 


Girl 


CAN'T FIND MAINE MIKE 
THAT KIDS THE LOCALS 


Bangor, Me., Feb. 29. 
Defying radio commission inspee- 
tors to locate it, station PDQ is on 
the air 
The ether wave ‘bootlegger’ appears 


in this section—and how. 


to have a broadcasting radius of 
about 50 miles. Members of the lo- 
cal radio club have been foiled as 


well as the federal men, in endeav- 





Bottles flew and there was some| 
hefty chair swinging. 

Three people were taken to jail 
and the pretty young thing to a 
hospital to have her scalp hem- 
stitched, 

A tough break for ‘Babe’ Carroll, 


girl, who is operating the place. 





Marathon Pilot Skips; 
Hoofers & Creds Wait 


Chicago, Feb. 29. 


Operator of the Jovial Ballroom, 
Calument City, Ind., did a quick 
fade last week leaving behind a 
flock of disappointed marathon 


hoofers and a few creditors. Spot 
passed into the hands of a receiver 
station WJKS, Gary, Ind., 
which broadcast the ‘National Mad 
Dance Marathon,’ had a little diffi- 
culty getting its equipment out of 
the hall, 

What prompted 
pilot, Herbert Altenburg, 
has the receiver mystified. 
has been clicking and the books 
showed the debts outstanding, be- 
sides the prizes due the contestants, 
amounted to little, Altenburg 
opened the dancehall in partnership 
with Charles Pierce last November. 
He bought the latter’s inter- 
following a personal 
weeks before 


ballroom’s 
to skip 
Place 


the 


out 


about two the 


Chi Riniiilind East 


Aces, the Chicago program 
by Lavoris over WGN for 
°0 weeks, goes on the CBS 
starting this week. Mouth 
has taken the net- 
work for three 15-minute broad- 
casts weekly. It has part of the 
time formerly occupied by Cremo. 

Easy Aces is a comedy bridge 
game skit series. Heretofore it has 
been used out of Chicago only. 
WGN is operated by CBS. 


Fasy 
staged 
the past 
network, 
wash company 








Sullivan’s Renewal 


La Gerardine has renewed Ed 
Sullivan’s contract for another 
eight weeks starting April 1. rg 
livan’s original contract was for 
weeks. Believed his salary Powe ts 8 
under the new arrangement. 

Sullivan is columnist for the New 
York ‘Graphic.’ 


ON IDEA HUNT 


Listerine, whose contract with 
NBC and Russ Columbo expires 
March 7, is considering remaining 
on the air with a new broadcast 
idea, 

Commercial is now listening to 
auditions in the NBC studios. It 
is considering the use of B. A. Rolfe 


hestra of 25 men among 
re- 


and an ors 
other programs, 


port. 


according to 


MARTIN IN CHARGE 


John S. Martin 
Kinnaird as 
Hearst's New York station. 
Martin was formerly with the 
tional Radio Advertise 
Kinnaird will 
department of 
and 
of Hearst R 


nas succe¢ eded 
Clark manager of 


WINS, 


rs. 

P . +? . +; 
manage tile aaqaio 
eatures Sy! 


King 1] n- 
dicate will be eastern directo) 


adio Service. 


rumpus | 
final | 








oring to put an end to the programs 
that razz regular station formali- 
ties and poke fun at this one and 
that one in Bangor and vici 

The other night PDQ sent out a 
program in which the announcer 
twitted the Radio club for not being 
able to find him. He also made 
wisecracks about Bangor's regular 
station, WLBZ, and gave a none 
too complimentary imitation of its 
chief announcer, Jack Reilly. PDQ 
also sends out phonograph music, 
harmonica solos, and has its own 
original way of giving time signals. 

The novelty of hearing the freak- 
ish programs isn’t the cause of 
folks being riled, it’s the razzber- 


ries that’s getting goats. 


Club’s Floor Show from 
Owner’s Dancing School 


Feb. 29. 

Club Waldorf, first local 
club attempt, was opened under 
management of Wally Marrow. Will 
have floor shows three nights a 
week and no cover charge other 
nights, 

Marrow, also operating a dancing 
studio, will furnish the talent from 
his own classes. He has own or- 
chestra and is a well known foot» 
ball and track star here, so draws 
heavily from college circles. 


Lincoln, 
night 
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CHARLIE AGNEW 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


EDGEWATER BEACH HOTEL 
CHICAGO 


FEATURING 


‘SOMEBODY 
LOVES 
YOU’ 


JOE MORRIS MUSIC CO. 
1587 Broadway, New York 
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‘Palooka’ as Commercial 
Joe Palooka, air script, reported 
owned by the McNaught Syndicate, | 
nay shortly be placed on the air 
Audition for a commere jal was he ld | 
at the CBS offices with Mark War- 
now's orchestra, 
Name of the prospective adver- 
isél Ot Givuiged. 
Crafts As Niterie M. C. 
Cnicago, Feb. 29. 
Charlie Crafts former picture 
house start a nite club 
erio ‘ ee he Wintel 
( ra 
j In on ai WEeeRK Ct act. 
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JACK YELLEN 


INCORPORATED 
1674 BROADWAY 


Corner 52nd St., New York 


CHARLEY WARREN 


General Manager 
BERNIE POLLACK 
Sales Manager 
Jack Yellen, 


lias 
any 


Neither the firm of 
Inc., nor Jack Yellen, personally, 
any connection whatever with 
other music publishing house. 














| JESS STAFFORD | 


and His Orchestra 
CLUB FORREST 


NEW ORLEANS, LA. 
| MANAGEMENT: MUSIC CORP. OF AM. 
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Kedzie 

House is now getting 
earlier for its- first Friday showing 
festival and has discovered it’s an 
improvement, since it means an 
evenly covered theatre for each of 
the two shows. In the past, by 
starting the initial performance too 
late, the house was holding ‘em out 
for the first run and then playing 
to empty pews at the second. 

_ Eight acts in the last week's lay- 
out which broke as one of the poorer 
sessions that occasionally happen 
along at showing houses. Opening 
was Richard Wally, juggler, who 
might be billed as the human pool 
table. Act has some excellent trick 
work throughout but it at present 
st fering most from poor dressing. 
With fresher and more colorful 
robing Wally stands as a likely nov- 
elty turn. Most of the stunts con- 
cern the expert flipping of pool balls 
into pool-pockets fastened on vari- 
ous parts of his body. Able to get 
some clever effects in the process. 
Material is there; it’s now a ques- 
tion of additional costuming and 
beautifying. 

Jean Allen a kid warbler with 
small chance. Spent much of her 
time down in the audience crooning 
te the patrons with bald heads, and 
when she finally did get back to the 
stage she didn’t have anything to 


underway 


is 


offer. Pipes are without class and 
her hoofing bit without entertain- 
ment. Four Pebbles, colored quar- 


tet, who satisfied this audience with 
their feverish scatting and ankle- 
manipulation, but who have to fol- 
low many similar colored outfits 
who do the same things better. 
Next act labelled ‘Dan McGrew’ 
and carries a company of six to put 
across its idea of hoke melodrama. 
Understood that one of the com- 
pany was a sudden replacement, but 
impossible to tell which one. Which 
illustrates the quality of this piece. 
Idea is oke, based on getting a 
vaude version of the hokey blood- 
and-thunders, such as ‘Black 
Watch,’ ‘10 Nights,’ ‘East Lynne.’ 
This act, however, fails to hit the 
laugh centers because of its dearth 
of comedy lines and weak mugging. 
Rewritten and recast, the idea 


| 


warbler. Pleasant tonsil-waving, 
but without a selling punch. Three 
songs, one after the other, without 
any variation of pace, makes it 
sockless. With a dash of spicing 


somewhere the turn would present a 


more likely front. 

Touching burlesque is the Guy 
tarick & Co., five-act. Two men 
trving to make the passing gals, of 
which there are three, forms the 
basis of the first half of the turn. 


Old and familiar goods. Second part 
swings to full, where the group 
tries to do ‘Frankenstein’ for laughs. 
But no laughs due to needless stall- 
ing by Rarick. Rarick is a dummy 
to be brought to life by a doctor 
pal. After that original start the 
act goes nowhere and folds on the 
operating table. Zeppelin Four looks 
like the right combination for small 


time. No reason for the name on 
this male quartet, but that won't 


worry the audience anywhere. Boys 
also do imitations of pigs, calliope, 
train, Ford, etc., and all to the taste 
of crowds back home at the cross- 
roads and the lesser neighborhoods. 
Remember that great radio average. 
These boys are from Hamilton, O., 
and for audiences of that standard, 
they appear to be ready results. 
Closing were the Dancing Rands, 
stepping pair backed by a five-piece 
orchestra. Has excellent possibili- 
ties for the smallies. The Rands are 
neat workers, particularly the 
femme. They work in heavy tan 
make-up for rumba, Indian and 
black-and-tan dances. Gal should 
cut a good deal of the heavy cooch- 
ing on those rhumba and black- 
and-tan bits. Oversteps for the au- 
diences this act will play to. Sug- 
gestion is plenty; not suggestive- 
ness. Band has some good numbers 
to fill the waits, though one particu- 
lar slow specialty could be elim- 
inated without being missed. 
Gold. 


Joe Hartman has joined the 
Floyd Brockell film booking office. 


Al Bachman, fomerly manager of 
the Fox Crown, last week resigned 





should bear fruit. as manager of Louis Laemmle’s 
Liza Jane is a blackface mammy- | Highland Park theatre. 
STANLEY chorus for noisy though effective 
finish. 
(Continued from page 30) Organlog this week something 
fr different. Dick Powell found at the 
off about five numbers. Curtains console, singing through a mike, 


close in, Heidt brings out his police 
dog for tricks and chorus is on 
again, followed by the Heidt gang 
in hoke ballet costume and going 
through a lot of comedy. Their 
hand routine on a darkened stage 
is particularly effective. Powell is 
introduced, sells a pop song in good 
fashion and then brings on Miss 
Kelly. Girl does a dumbster, gag- 
ging with Powell and then sings, 
‘Was That the Human Thing to 
Do.’ She should change the num- 
ber, for it’s used only a short time 
before in the organlog. Otherwise, 
the two make a smart appearance 
in their only spot. 

Another band section and then 
still another in one for Pansy, the 
Horse. A few were walking by this 
time, but stopped when Pansy 
started, with trick horse getting 
over solidly. Finale a military 
thing, with gun drill and drum 
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inviting audience to sing and giv- 
ing impression that he’s knocking 
out the tunes. At the close, Bernie 
Armstrong walks on carrying a 
portable keyboard for a laugh. No 
overture, Dave Broudy and pit 
crew merely playing a short pre- 
lude to newsreel. 

Picture, ‘Fireman, Save My Child’ 
(FN) and downstairs filled for first 


show. Cohen. 
STATE, L. A. 
Los Angeles, Feb. 24. 
‘Rhapsody  i- RhythLm’ starts 


briskly and maintains a nice pace 
right up to that last seven minutes, 
a sad letdown in setting and cos- 
tumes. 3illing ‘staged by Clark 
Robinson as originally appesred at 
the Roxy theatre, New York,’ sug- 
gests investiture may be old. 

Most pleasing line number is 
‘Rhythm in Chains,’ the 16 girls 
going through the entire routine 
shackled by one foot to a light 
chain, which jingles with the steps. 
Costumes suggest convict stripes 
and the drop suggests a medieval 
portcullis. Similar motif recently 
employed in ‘Chain’s Idea by F&M. 

Drop for the opener shows one big 
piano, the girls lined up at the key- 
board for a music lesson. Cover of 
the piano goes transparent for a 
dance number up behind b Craw- 
ford and Gaskey. 

Line girls then swing around on 
the bench and do a set of nifty arm 
exercises. Second number with the 
girls has them doing a simple stomp 
routine, with an impressionistic sky- 
scraper background framed by a 
couple of red girders, making it an 
effective eye piece in which the line 
itself is just a detail. 

Billy Gray works as m.c. between 
numbers up to his own spot, where 
he puts in nine minutes of nonsen- 
sical chatter that gives him a good 
record of laughs. 

Anthony and Rogers, using Ital- 
ian dialect, are the other vaude act 
with the idea. Th*ir opening song 
in four verses drew only one laugh, 





because only one verse was intel- 








SNSTITUVUTION 


NEEE Ee we 


INTERNATIONALS 


shoes for the Stage and Street 


SHOWFOLK’S SHOESHOP—1552 BROADWAY 


ligible. Balince of their crossfire 
was okay for sound and effect. 

Johnnie Bryant, whistler, does one 
solo, then tells the audience how to 
whistle, and follows with a demon- 
stration talk, imitating various 
birds. He was liked. 

Betty Fraser delivers three bal- 
lads in an early spot, ‘Rhythm in My 
Elbows,’ ‘Was That the Human 
Thing to Do? and ‘Harvest Moon,’ 
the revived Nora Bayes number. 
She works also in the finale, giv- 


ing ‘You’re My Everything,’ the 
dance team also putting in some 


acrobatic ballroom steps, but all in- 
dividual merit is smothered by a 
draped back that suggests dry 
goods window display. 

Fanchon & Marco Idea runs 50 
minutes, 43 of t!em good. State has 
‘The Silent Witness’ (Fox) and 
Laurel and Hardy's ‘One Good Turn’ 
on the screen. Sam Jack Kaufman 
leading the hous orchestra uses 15 


a 





minutes for overture, making the 
show nine minutes under three 
hours. 

Business looked ,ood enough, the 
downstairs complete at the final 
show. 

BEACON, N. Y. 
New York, Feb. 26. 


If the buying of film, with fran- 
chises shutting up a lot of sources, 
doesn’t become too difficult, there’s 
every chance the Beacon can sur- 
vive the struggle it faces as an in- 
dependently operated theatre. Max 
Cohen, who has Wallack’s, on 42d 
stree., in double features at street 
car prices, is making the try and 
putting his shoulder to the wheel 
with determination, 

At the 8 o’clock show Friday 
night, with an indie picture on the 
screen, ‘Cross Examination’ (Weiss 
Bros.-Artclass), the prospects for 
the house looked a little better than 
bright. Lower floor was practicaily 
filled, with people still drifting in 
at 10 o’clock. 

It may be that the picture, with 
H. B. Warner as its star, was doing 
the drawing, but, also, it may be 
that the condensed, intimate stage 
show put on in suvenort of film, is 
catching on. 

Harold Stern is up here on his 
second week, with a thoroughly en- 
tertaining, if not sockful, show. It’s 
worked mostly from the pit and is 
somewhat different, besides having 
a definite touch of class. 

Stern, who brings over his or- 
chestra from the St. Moritz for 
doubling, uses 12 men with a 
woman accordionist, Gypsy Mark- 
off, spotted for both color and ef- 
fect. Miss Markoff does one solo. 
Other specialties are a blues num- 
ber, pleasingly sold from pit by an 
unbilled singer, and a waltz and 
one-step from stage by Hope Minor 
and Eddie Root. 

On the finish of the waltz Friday 
night Miss Minor nearly stumbled, 
giving her partner a couple mean 
glares. Naughty, naughty! 

Stern’s musicians double for nu- 
merous entertaining numbers and 
bits. Outstanding amor~ his men 
is Bill Smith, with his crooning in 
the Russ Columbo manner. He’s 
the nearest thing to Columbo 
around and found great favor with 
the audience here. 

‘Impressions of Radioland,’ as 
announced, is a trifle long, but none 
the less effective. The sequence in- 
cludes further crooning by Smith, 
as well as air announcements de- 
signed for laughs, which they get. 
A group of four click in an inter- 
pretation of the Mills Bros., while 
other impersonations are of Kate 
Smith, Street Singer and Calvin 
Coolidge. 

There is slight tedium in a couple 
of spots, doubtless due to padding 
out for running time set by the 
house; otherwise, the presentation 
is a wholly agreeable one. On 32 
minutes, which is up to the stage 
shows of some of the de luxers. 

In addition to feature and Stern 
Beacon on current show has Ford 
Sterling in ‘It Ought to Be a Crime’ 
(Par), ‘The Clock Store’ (Col), car- 
toon and Universal News. 

Beacon is getting some Warner- 
First National product, as well as 
anything laying loose from other 
majors. Plus that the independent 
field must be resorted to. By care- 
ful film booking and retention of 
the stage policy, as now in force, 
there is every reason to believe 
Cohen may pull the house over to 
the money-making side. 


He took it over Feb. 1, after the 


Warners had given it up. Char. 
Denver, Feb. 24. 
The ‘Around the World’ idea is 


introduced with a skyscraper scene. 
Lighted miniature dirigible shown 
behind scrim tying up at mooring 
mast and lighted elevator comes to 
ground floor, and Harry Usher, m.c 
steps out. In between acts he does 


his tricks of magic and assists 
Frances Usher in her mindreading 
turn 


This stunt is arresting to the au- 
dienece, as she names objects pa- 
trons hand to Harry as he goes 
through the crowd. The act is put 
over in rapid fire order, with little 
talk for cueing. 

First ‘Around World’ spot Eng- 
land, with Phyllis Du Barry singing 
‘King’s Horses,’ and dressed in a 
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Paul F. Caton, sound technician, 
also known as F. Edwards, checked 
$1,191 in obligations over to a bank- 
ruptey referee. Household goods 
worth $125 his only assets, 

Disney Film Recording Co.s suit 
for an additional $2,250 from Na- 
tional Players under a recording 
contract in 1930 was thrown out of 
court. National showed a settle- 
ment had been made in full, 





A $50,000 damage suit against 
Radio by E. S. Hubbard, studio elec- 
trician hit by a falling plank during 
stage construction last spring, was 
dismissed and referred to the indus- 
trial accident commission. 

Indianapolis printing firm is suing 
F. A. Hartwell, former publisher of 
‘Hollywood’ magazine, for $10,500 on 
a rescinded printing contract. Print- 
er figures lost profit $3,000, the 
balance spent on new equipment to 
handle the fan mag job. 


as 


New stock cast at the Moore, Se- 
attle, includes Robert Martin, Ted 
Osborn, Leon Cluff, George Main, 
John McQuade, George Routh and 
Charles Yale, in addition to the three 
sent up from Hollywood. 


Title changes: 
‘Caliente’ goes on ‘The Informa- 
tion Kid’ at Universal. 


‘Road House Murder’ new handle 
for ‘Lame Dog Inn,’ at Radio 

Metro is calling it ‘The 
Game’ again in search of a 
‘Mister and Mistress’ out. 

‘Young Wife’ is the title pickea 
for ‘Veneer,’ the Helen Twelvetreeg 
picture just finished by Radio. 

‘World and the Flesh’ is the lat. 
est for the many-titled ‘On the 
Black Sea,’ current George Bancroft 
starrer at Paramount. 

‘The Chimp’ for ‘Monkey Doodle’ 
and ‘Strictly Undesirable’ for ‘Hot 
Harmony’ at Roach. Former 


Truth 
better, 


is 
Laurel and Hardy; latter, Pitts. 
Todd. 
Litigation: 
Bert Wheeler's salary at Radio 


was collected by the sheriff to cover 
two notes for $362 each given Phil 


Rosen last September. Rosen had 
suit brought in municipal court 
through Sam Wolf. 


Border revolution story, ‘Trapped 
in Tijuana,’ supposed to start 
week at Caliente location, 
called off. 


this 
was 


Depended on a deal between 
Ralph Like and Raymond Wells, 
latter to do a Spanish version si- 
multaneously. They failed to get 
together. Like instead will do one 
next week called ‘Temptation’'s 


Workship,’ with 


recting. 


Frank Strayer di- 





dressed as prop horses does pranc- 
ing routine. 

Tex Morrrisey and company, the 
company being synthetic horse. This 
act is run off rapidly and surefire 
comedy. The gag ‘horse’ goes into 
audience and climbs over backs of 
seats, patting the girls and slapping 
backs of men. 

Second scene laid in Ireland with 
line in Irish costumes doing intri- 
cate routine winding up with men 
holding girls on backs kicking feet 
in air. Conchita Montenegro, screen 
notable, appearing in person, does 
a Spanish dance with castanets and 
sings snatches of foreign songs. 

Al Norde, a heavyweight, and 
Jeanne, an eight-year-old girl, put 
on a chatter act, most of it falling 


flat. A youngster on the stage, as 
clever as she probably is, would 
take well with Denver audiences 


usually, but her wise cracks have a 
smart alec quality the mob resents. 
At the end she pulled the ‘gotta go’ 
gag, and pretty stale. 

Fine line in berets, scene in Paris, 
and doing difficult adagio stuff, the 
boys throwing the girls around. 
Fanchon & Marco lines extremely 
well trained lately. Act closes with 
whirling flash. 

Overture, opening with ‘Columbia, 
Gem of the Ocean,’ taps being 
played as though in the distance 
and the three shots fired. As the 
orchestra goes into finale curtain 
parts showing hug picture of 
Washington in front of two flags. 
Presidential salute fired as over- 
ture ends, 


ORPHEUM 


San Francisco, Feb. 25. 
Orph has been changing its policy 
as often as a line girl changes her 
costume. Current policy of ‘names’ 


is another item in a long list of 
shiftings that have included stage 
bands, stage shows, straight pictures 
and whatnots. This time RKO has 
stepped out with an_ extensive 
budget and is buying real talent in 
an effort to put this and the Los 
Angeles Orpheums back among pay- 
ing houses, 


First of the names is Duke Elling- 
ton’s band, in for three weeks at an 
approximate cost of $5,000, House 
spent considerable in advertising 
and several hundred more in a house 
band of seven men required by the 
union, Colored band hasn’t the 
name out here, and first day‘s show- 
ings were rather indifferent, but 
since that time attendance has in- 
creased materially, with word-of- 
mouth responsible. Ellington ag- 





York, 

Band did a 30-minute show that 
was a pip, bolstered by the shouting 
of Ivy Anderson and the hoofing of 
the Four Step Brothers. Ellington 
directed while seated at the piano, 
and in his announcements displayed 
a neat personality. He presented 
the band in half a dozen numbers, 
spotlighting several of the boys In 
specialties. 

Final night show drew an excel- 
lent reception, and the closing cur- 
tain found the show stopped cold, 
with the director forced to beg off. 
And that’s a recepti-n for this show. 

Don George, who has been organ- 
ist here for a number of months, 
pulled an applause stunt for his solo 
that drew heavy response, He's also 
directing the house orch. Picture, 
‘Ladies of the Jury’ (Radio), with 





Pathe news, a cartoon comedy and 


silver harness. Mixed line with men ja travelog complete. 


gregation hopped directly from New | 


| 


Warner’s Hollywood 


Hollywood, Feb. 


» 
25. 


After all these years it's somee 
thing of an accomplishment for a 
stage-band policy to get over as 


well as Jack Crawford's boys, and a 
couple of vaude did on the 
opening performance Thursday, 
And by the same token the matinee 
audience seemed a fair-sized gathe- 
ering for an average programmer, 
‘Alias the Doctor’ (FN). 

Light bill on cost and not evena 
tinge of originality. A certain ine 
herent unction in Crawford’s hane 
dling of the band put that departe 
ment over, while Erna and Fisher’s 
hoke eccentricities have been keep- 
ing that team booked, east and 
west, for years. 

Ladies in the audience derived a 
large delight from 10 beefy mamas 


acts, 


who burlesqued a line of dancing 
girls unintentionally rather than 
consciously. Marion Hayden, a 


fair soprano not quite at ease, had 
not been cued to play up to Crawe 
ford or else lacked the knack for 
cutie stuff. 


Crawford, who has fiddled in many 
a bailroom for the Stein Corporae 
tion of America, picked up an easy 
personality on the way to his pres- 
ent theatrical chores. He'd be 
promising material in the hands of 
a keen talent exploiter. To the exe 
tent that he even suggests produce 
tion possibilities, although his voice 
is a bit husky. 


raylord Carter, gagging as & 
mentalist, brought a vigorous sures 
ness to his organlude. Slides held 
an abundance of giggles and some 
truly ingenious lyrics. wand, 





Hollywood 5¢ Mag 
‘Midget Weekly,’ nickel sheet just 
Started in Hollywood, is not a trade 
journal for lilliputians, Title refers 
to pocket format. Sheet is offering 
picture reviews, short-short stories, 


Plugs for local firms, and cake 
recipes. Published by Oliver 
Thomas, with Arlington Thomas 
editing. 


Backer is Maidee Crawford, once 
censorship editor at Universal, and 
backer of ‘Screen Stories Review,’ 
which lasted one issue, 
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Toronto Fair’s 31 Net 
Of $989,832 Not So Bad 


Toronto, Feb, 29. 
Despite business conditions, an- 
nual report of the directors of the 
Canadian National Exhibition shows 
the total revenue for the past year 
to be $989,832, a fair figure when it 
is remembered that the two-week 


show had a downfall of rain for 
eight days. Attendance was 1,657,- 
000, falling short of the 1930 figure 
by 30,000. Most pronounced decrease 
in the revenues was grand-stand 
and special-show receipts. 

Magnitude of two-week exhibition 
is indicated in following tabulation 
of revenues: 


1930. 1931, 
Nee Serre er $342,923.95 $333,739.08 
Grandstand oe 121,351.65 99,244.45 
Special shows.... 77,510.85 67,395.06 
Sundry shows .... 17,906.95 20,041.25 
Building space... 284,788.94 258, 252.28 
Outdoor concess.. 166, 067.63 165,766.49 


52,765.78 


45,393.89 


$989,832.50 


Other income..... 


$1,063,315.75 





Bond Salesman Heads 
Chi Fair Promotion 


9 
29. 


E. in last 
week as director of promotion for 
the Chicago World’s Fair. It’s his 
first experience in this field, coming 
direct from the bond department of 


a local brokerage house. When Gen. 
Charles T. Dawes was vice-presi- 
dent, Bartley served as his confiden- 
tial secretary, being picked from the 
Washington staff of the Associated 
Press. 


Chicago, Feb. 


Ross Bartley moved 


Norman Gregg, who had _ until 
Bartley’s arrival supervised the ex- 
position’s advance publicity, is 


slated to step in as assistant to 
Prof. Forest R. Moulton, director of 
amusements and concessions. 


-_ 


Side Show Fat Woman 
Up on Liquor Charges 


Kansas City, Feb. 29. 
Among a number of persons ar- 
rested 
arraigned here on Federal charges 
this week is May Grass, former 
circus side show fat woman. She 
stated she was out of a job because 
she only weighs 386 pounds now. 
She was arrested at Lexington, 
Mo., and charged with the poses- 
sion of liquor. Miss Grass is 29 
and said she lost her job with the 
circus because she lost weight 
worrying over family troubles. 





in neighboring towns and 





Coast Snubs Holland 


Los Angeles, Feb. 29. 

Milt Holland’s Indoor Circus out 
of Chicago landed in California last 
week and played for the Elks in 
Glendale to poor business. This is 
the first time the show has been on 
the Coast. Outfit will not linger 
here but wil start east through 
Arizona next week. 


T. Dwight Pepple, former RKO 
producer in Chicago, is agenting 
the show. Outfit travels on 10 
trucks. 


Bills Next Week 


(Continued from page 40) 


Chief Clearsky Don Neece 


GSeme Sis Sunkist Ens 

anazawa Tr . 

s “VEEP TOLEDO 
ERE ORT Paramount (4) 
Ist half (4-7) Peper, 5 


Presslar & Klaiss 
Christy & Nataro 
Aaron Sis 
Harry Moore 
Oscar Taylor 
Marie Remington 
Sunkist Ens 
TORONTO 
Imperial (4) 
‘Aloha’ I 
Ryan & 
Briants 
Gordon's Dogs 
Kikutas 
Gaylenne & DuR'ne 
VANCOUVER 
Orpheum (3) 
‘Chains’ I 
7old & Raye 


‘Dream House’ I 
O'Donnell & Blair 
Masters & Gauthier 
Ben Omar 
Louise Glenn 
Sunkist Ens 
SP’NGE’LD, MASS. 
_ Fox Poli (4) 
‘Parasols’ I 
Sheldon & Frayne 
Willie Mauss 
Mignone 
Boyce Combe 
Russ Thayer 
Sunkist Ens 
STOCKTON 
California 
wend half (11-13) 
In Bermuda’ I 


Noblette 


Lee, Port & D’ Frank Stever 
Monty & Carmo Karels & Kay 
Pablo Georgene & Henry 
Dan James 5 Lelands 


Rose M Carter 
Myrna Modi 


Sunkist Ens 


WASHINGTON 
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BAYONNE 
DeWitt (27) 
Hoffman & Lamb’rt 
Telephone Troub’rs 
Chas McNally Co 
Foster & Van 
Truce & Boreo Rey 
CHICAGO 
Stratford 
2a half (4-7) 
Vogues 
Redmond & Wells 
Howe Leonard & K 
Harrison & Elmo 
3 Allison Sis 
CHESTER 
Stanley 
Ist half (5-8) 
Jack Lavier 
Nate Busby 
Rob tobison 
Marcus Sis Co 
9d half (9-11) 
Geo Fawcett Co 
Levan & Boles 
Dance Aristocrats 
(One to fill) 
2d half (2-4) 
Diaz & Powers 
Connie & Ben 
Parker Weinberg 
Cliff Crane 
Picard’s Co 
ELIZABETH 
Ritz 


ist half (5-8) 
Ted Snyder 
Lucille Lord 

2a half (9-11) 


(To fill) 
2d half (2-4) 
Edwards & Sanford 
Lewis Mack Co 
Jackson & Gardner! 
Rialto Bros Co 

ELMIRA 
Keeney’s (5) 
Rath Bros 
Roy & Romero 
(One to fill). 

(27) 

Roye & Maye 
Hibbitt & Hartman 
Jack Strouse 

ERIE 
Warner (5) 
Geo P Wilson 
Rose’s. Midgets 
(Three to fill) 

27) 

Jordan & Grace 
Geo Hunter 


Th’dore Enrica & N 
Lewis & Dody 
Fifi D’Orsay 
HOBOKEN 
Fabian 


1st half (5-8) 
Barry & Lancaster 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (9-11) 
(To fill) 
2d half (2-4) 
Telephone Troub'rs 
Red Dexter 
J Francis Dooley 
Stone & Sydell 
JAMAICA 
Alden (5) 
Mel Klee 
(Four to fill) 
(27) 
M’nroe & Ad’ms Sis 
Buster Shaver Co 
Paxton 
Bob Albright 
Joe Laurie Co 
LANCASTER, PA, 
Capitol (5) 
Hibbitt & Hartman 
Watson & Cohen 
Sweet & Hot 
(Two to fill) 
(27) 
8 Londons 
Whitey Roberts 
C Blossom & June 
Talent & Merit 
Emmerton’s Bd 
LAWRENCE 
Warner (27) 
Mardo & Bennett 
Jack Pepper Co 
(Two to fill) 
NEW HAVEN 
Sherman (5) 
Margie Coates 
Hunter & Percival 
(Four to fill) 
(27) 
Kay Hamlin & K 
King & Burnett 
Hugh Skelly Co 
Nell Kelly 
Jerry Co 
Wally Vernon 
NEW LONDON 
Garde (5) 
Barry & Lancaster 
(Others to fill) 
(27 
Wentworth 
fill) 


Clayton 
(Others to 


3 Jacks 

Watson & Cohen 

(Three to fill) 
2d half (9-11) 

Wilson Bros 

(Four to fill) 


2d half (2-4) 
Chelm St Orr Co 
Barry & Lancaster 
Serge Flash 
M & A Clark Orch 

Farle (5) 
3 Cossacks 
Earl Lavere 
Nell Kelly 
Carl Emmy 
on 


~f 
Naro Lockford 
Bobby May 
Carl Nixon Co 
Isert Walton 

Mastbaum (5) 

Barto & Mann 
Geo Price 
Gamberilli 
Peggy Bernier 

(27) 


Lillian Shade 


Ist half 
Cole Bros 
PSerge Flash 
M & A Clark Orch 

2d half (9-11) 

3 Jacks 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (2-4) 
Downey & Claridge 
Geo Fawcett Co 
Watson & Cohen 

Uptown 


(5-8) 


Ist half (5-8) 
Geo Fawcett 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (9-11) 
(Two to fill) 


PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (5) 
Rubio Sis 
3 Slate Bros 
(27) 
Nancy Kelly 
Horace Heidt 
READING 
Astor 
Ist half (5-8) 
Parker Weinberg 
Cliff Crane 
Sweet & Hot 
(One to fill) 
2d half (9-11) 
Bob Robison 
(Four to fill) 


2d half (2-4) 
Bob Uke Henshaw 
Paul Nolan 


Melino & Martha 
Roisman’'s Co 
UTICA 
Stanley (5) 
Lewis & Dody 
(Three to fill) 

(27) 
Monroe & Grant 
Heller & Riley 
Christensens 
Archer & Jackson 

WASHINGTON 
Earle (5) 
Downey & Claridge 
Rhythm Dancers 
Edwards Radio Rev 

27) 
Johnny Pastine Co 
Evelyn Wilson 
Abbott & Robey 
3 Swifts 

WATERBURY 
Strand (27) 
Jean & Angella 
Jim Page & Betty 
Dave Harris 
; Acea 
Clayton & 
Jack Pepper 
Justa Good 4 
WHEELING 
Capitol (5) 
J & N Kelly 
(Three to 
(27) 


G’raldine 
Co 


Swan Lucille & C 
Scooter Lowry 
Milt Douglas 
(One to fill) 

WILMINGTON 

Queens 

Ist half (5-8) 
Talent & Merit 
6 Saxonettes 
Hibbitt & Hartman 
Marcus Sis Co 

2d half (9-11) 
Melino & Martha 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (2-4) 
Tommy Evans Co 
Jack Lavier 
Bob Carney Co 
Campus Frolics 


YORK, PA, 
Strand 

Ist half (5-8) 
Melino & Martha 
Emerton’s Co 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (9-11) 
Jack Lavier 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (2-4) 
Fisher & Grahem 
Burt & Lee 


Nate Busby 





Levan & Boles 





London 





Week 


Victoria Palace 
Company as booked 
BRIXTON 
Astoria 
Alfredo Campoli 3 

Frederique 
OLD KENT ROAD 
Astoria 
Gaucho Tango Rad 
STREATHAM 
Astoria 
‘Old Lady’s Shoe’ 


Week 


BIRMINGHAM 
Empire 
Will Hay & Co 
Lily Morris 
Harold Walden 
Chizel 
Gilbert & French 
16 Little Lillys 
Walt Billson 
We Three Fellows 
BLACKPOOL 
Opera House 





Mary, Jane & D’ Fox (4) 
Sunkist Ens ‘All at Sea’ I 
ST. LOUIS Ben Bard 
Fox (4) Lester & Garson 
‘Manhattan’ I Gregory & Raymor 
Jack Sidney June Worth 
Swor & Goode Matt Brocks 


Bruno Weise 3 

Jack Lester 

Lucille 

Sunkist Ens 
SPOKANE 


Sunkist Ens 
WORCESTER 
Palace (4) 
‘Montmartre’ I 
Ann Codee 


Fox Roy oge 
let halt oy Rogers 


™ (4-6) Duval Sis 
teflections’ I Julian & Marjorie 

+ Robins David Robel 
arietta Henry Phillips 





Grauman, Hess & V’ | De Valery Ens 


Denville Stock Co 
CARDIFF 
Empire 
H Nesbitt 
| Terry & Yorke 
|} Ando Family 
DUBLIN 
Capitol 
orges Wolkow 


| Max & 


Paramount 
‘Dutch Plate’ 
Mangan Tiller'ts 


Provincial 


Feb. 29 
Terry's 51 Juves 
STRATFORD 
Empire 
Charles Higgins 
Jen Howard & K’g 
Billy Rey & Part’ 
Ted Ray 
Hintoni Bros 
Alfredo Vagabonds 
Ladd West 
‘Meanest Man’ 





Feb. 29 


Marcelle $8 
Tony, Bebe & Rene 
MANCHESTER 
Paramount 
Albert Sandler 3 
Jimmy Day 
NEWCASTLE 
Paramount 
Vok ano’ 
Mangan Tiller’ts 
Myrio & Desha 
SOL THAMPTON 


Winters, Burley Show 
Vet of Toledo, Retires 


Toledo, Feb. 29. 


Harry Winters, veteran of the Ri- 
alto, has retired. Harry, who has 
been in business as a showman for 
25 years in Toledo burlesque, has 
called it quits and will now spend 
his time traveling. 

Winters first started here in 1907 
as treasurer for the old Arcade and 
Empire houses under Hurtig & Sea- 
mon. The Arcade was disposed of 
in 1917 and a few years later a 
new site was acquired where the 
new Empire, Toledo’s only buriey 
house now stands. 

One of the best known burlesque 
managers in the country, Harry 
will be succeeded by Sam Mica!s 
producer of the stock shows now 
in at the Empire. 


No Show—No Rent 


Chicago, Feb. 29. 





Though Izzy Herk has a five year 


lease on the burlesque Star and 
Garter, which has recently been 
dark, he is not paying a cent for 


rent because of the peculiar agree- 
ment for the theatre. 

Lease calls for no rent figure and 
is a percentage agreement, meaning 
10 percent of the gross. With the 
theatre closed there is no gross and 
therefore no rent. 





Town Bans Burlesque 
Lancaster, Pa., Feb. 29. 
Battle against burlesque at Co- 
lumbia, this county, has ended in a 
total rout for this type entertain- 
ment, which een showing for 
months in t abia opera house, 
owned by the ugh. Shows quit 
Feb. 26. 
Petitions were filed with authori- 
ties from citizens asking that shows 
be stopped. 





. 
Moeller’s Stock 
Chicago, Feb. 29. 
The Howard theatre, formerly 
known as the Empress, reopened 


Saturday (27) with stock burlesque. 
Art Moeller, who until recently 
managed the Star and Garter, is the 
operator. 

Howard is a southside house and 
will do two shows daily. About 30 
people in the cast for the initial 
production. 





CLOSE AKRON HOUSE 
Akron, O., Feb. 29. 
License of the Grand theatre has 
been revoked by Safety Director 
Luther Park, who called in Charles 
Brill, manager, and ordered him to 
close the theatre. 
House has been offering stock 
burlesque for more than two years. 
Brill retained counsel but failed in 
effort to halt the action. No pros- 
pects of an immediate reopening. 





Horn Moves West 
Hollywood, Feb. 29. 


J. S. Horn, Kansas City wild ani- 
mal mogul, is moving much of his 
live stock, mostly lions, to his 
Altedena (Cal.) ranch. 

Anticipation of a heavier demand 
for wild life for action feature films 
and serials prompts the hegira 


Columbia Wheel 


Week Feb. 29 
Big Fun Show—Route No. 1. 
California Beauties—Howard, 
Chick Chick Girls—L. O. 
Girls From the Follies—L. O. 
Innocent Maids—Gayety, Washington. 
Legs & Laughter—Gayety, Baltimore. 
Leap Year Girls—Orpheum, Paterson. 
Midnight Maids—Empire, Toronto. 
Saucy Bits—Empire, Newark. | 
20th Century Girls—Hudson, Union City. 
Whirlle Girlie Co,—L. O. 
Wine, Woman & Song—Trocadero, 

delphia. 





Boston. 


Phila- 





Robert |. Bentley, president of 
San Francisco Opera Association, 
and prominent wealthy business 
man, died at his home there Feb. 


23. 


Claude Davenport Kent, 32, form- 
er drummer in the Orpheum thea- 
tre, Los Angeles, died at his home 
in L. A. recently. 


of W. Vaughn Moody 
playwright, died in Chicago Feb. 
22 of asthma. Survived by a niece 
and two sisters-in-law. 


Widow 





Mother of Pauline Lord died frorn 
an attack of asthma last week 








Empire 
| Roya Sis-Dolinoff 
| Morell & Meville 
Doris Hare 
SWANSEA 
Empire 
Alex & Mose Co 
Bobby Olrac 
>| Hall & Adair 
Albert Whelan 
Damesll & Boy 
Yal Vett 
Caro & Partner 
Billy Bennett 


New York. 


GEORGE MacFARLANE 


George MacFarlane, 55, one time 


musical comedy and baritone, died 
at the Hollywood Hospital Holly- 
wood, Cal., Feb. 22, a few hours 
after he had been injured in an 
automobile accident while on his 
way to a preview. 

MacFarlane went to the Coast | 
some time ago under contract to 


Fox but was dropped several weeks 


ago. His last screen appearance 
was in ‘Union Depot’ for Warners. 
He had been playing character 
parts in pictures after two unlucky | 
legit production tries on Broadway. 
MacFarlane’s last stage attempt 


was a musical called ‘Rainbow 
Rose,’ which opened at the Forrest. 
It was backed by Frank Doelger, 
son of the former New York brewer. 
Eddie Wittmer also had an interest. 
Another losing venture was ‘Honest | 


Liars.’ 

MacFarlane, in his prime, was 
among the best stage baritones and 
appeared in a number of operetta 
successes Later, he did single in 
vaudeville where he, too, was a 
monologist. Last plays in which 


he appeared on Broadway in non- 
singing parts were ‘Revelry’ and 
‘Salvation.’ 
JACK MANSFIELD 
Jack Mansfield, 33, formerly as- 
sistant to Harold B. Franklin at 
Fox-West Coast Theatres, and 


more recently with Publix-B & K, 
died of abdominal complications 
leading to pneumonia at the Jack- 
son Park hospital, Chicago, Feb. 24. 
Mansfield was manager of the 
Tivoli theatre for B& K at the time 
of his death, after holding down 
district jobs for Publix in the East. 


He started in the theatre business 
more than 15 years ago with the 
old Paramount company, later go- 
ing to the Coast with Franklin. 
When the iatter left Fox-‘Vest 
Coast Mansfield returned to Publix 
and was filling in with B&K in 


Chicago while awaiting a 
tional assignment. 
About a month ago he complained 


promo- 


of stomach disorders, His condi- 
tion became serious, with several 
operations and blood transfusions 


ensuing. James Thompson, his as- 
sistant at the theatre, twice volun- 
teered. At his bedside when he 
died was his mother, who came on 


from Memphis. 
Services were held in a local 
chapel, after which the body was 


shipped to Glendale, Cal., for burial 
under Masonic auspices. He was 
not married. Survivors are the 
mother and a brother living on the 
coast. 


JOHANNA GADSKI 
Johanna Gadski, dramatic so- 
prano, was killed in Berlin, Feb. 


23 when the car in which she was 
riding with her husband, Herr. 
Tauscher, collided with a _ street 


car. Mme. Gadski's skull was frac- 


tured. 
Mme. Gadski came to America 
on the same wave which brought 


Wagnerian opera to the Metropoli- 
tan Opera Howse in the early ‘90's. 
For nearly 20 years she was regu- 
larly engaged each season, making 
such infrequent appearances abroad 


that when she did sing there she 
was regarded as an American 
artist. 


Three or four years ago she gave 
a concert rendition of “fannhauser’ 
which led to the formation of a 
German Grand Opera Co. which 
toured for three years, though not 
figuring in New York. Mme. Gad- 
ski was expected to return next 
season for another tour. 





ALPHONSE FRANCK 


UARY 


Glenwood Springs, Colo., hotels and 
lived in San Francisco for some 
time. 





CLARENCE GREENBLATT 

Clarence Greenblatt, 50, one of the 
south’s best known showmen, died 
Feb. 24 in a San Francisco hospital 
Greenblatt left his ho New Ore 
for California in an effort to 
regain his health. He was the Delta 
division manager of Saenger-Publix, 

He was born in Pine Bluff, Ark, 
and after leaving school began 
work in the f the thea- 
He is brother, 
Greenblatt, Shreveport, 


me, 


1 
ieans, 


legit end « 
tre. survived by 2 
Edward of 
La. 
MYRTLE VANE 

Stricken with a paralytic stroke, 
Myrtle Vane, 62, died at San Diego 
county hospital two days before she 
was to have appearea at the Savoy 


jin “Troupers on Parade.’ 


Her death ended a stage career 
that began in 1908 when she played 
a vaudeville act on the Coast with 
j}her husband, Millar Bacon. 


She later became leading woman 
Del Lawrence at the old Picke 
wick and played with the Virginia 
Brissac stock company. For some 
time she headed her own company. 

She is survived by a son, Irving. 


for 


SAM HAASE 
Sam Haase, 35, Palace (RKO) ore 
chestra leader in Chicago, died Feb. 
28 at Lutheran hospital, that city, 
of an unusual malady known as 
Hodgkiss disease, Haase had been 
with RKO for a number of years, 
Malady set in four months ago with 
doctors unable to do anything to 


impede its progress. 
He is survived by his wife and 
two children. Funeral is March 2 


from Piser’s Chapel, Chicago, with 
interment at Waldheim. 





BERT HALL 

Bert Hall, 39, musician and presi- 
dent of the Rhythm Club, New 
York, died in New York Feb. 25 
from a cerebral hemorrhage, 

Hall was a business representae- 
tive of Local 802 and ex-president 
and delegate of Local the Chi- 
cago A.F.M. local. A widow and 
two children survive. Interment in 
Baltimore, 


208, 


JERRY G. SCHNEIDER 

Jerry G. Schneider, 33, for seve 
eral years with Publix-Balaban & 
Katz, died in Chicago Feb. 25 of a 
malignant chest infection. He had 
been ill about three months. His 
duties at B.&K. were not defined, 
Schneider being rated as a secre- 
tarial assistant to Barney Balaban, 

Widow and child survive. Burial 
in Chicago. 

THEO HEWES 

Mile. Theo Hewes, 39, died in 
Indianapolis of cerebro-spinal men- 
ingitis. 


She started her career in the 
ballet o” the Chicago Opera Co.,, 
but in recent years had conducted 


dance studios in six Indiana cities, 

Surviving are a son, Capt. Cloyd 
Hewes, of Miami, and her father, 
Theodore Hewes. 

Christian Timmer, 61, of the viola 
section of the Los Angeles Phil- 
harmonic Orchestra, died at the 
Pahl Hospital, Los Angeles. 

Timmer came to this country in 
1911 from Amsterdam, where he was 


In Loving, Tender Memory 


ROI COOPER MEGRUE 


February 27, 1927 





of the Concertge- 
He was concert 
master of the Paul Symphony 
and in 1912 became first conductor 
of the Cleveland Symphony. 

Jean Pierre Monna, 76, life mem- 
ber of the Los Angeles musician’s 
union, died at his home in Hunte 
ington Park, Cal. 

A former cellist with opera come 
panies in New Orleans, Cairo, Hae 


concert. master 
bouw Orchestra. 
St. 











in 


Alphonse Franck, 70, honorary 
president of the French Theatre 
Managers’ Ass'n, died in Paris fol- 
lowing a short illness. 

First a journalist he became in- 
terested in vaudeville and later 
opened the Capucines theatre. He 
then also managed the Gymnass 
and Apollo. During the war he 
opened the Edward VII, then the 
Kinemacolor theatre. 

Franck was continentally known 
as one of the ranking French pro- 
ducers. 

CHAS. G. NATSKY 

Charles Gustave Natsky, 72, hotel 
orchestra leader, died at his home} 
in Norwalk, Cal. 

Arriving in this country in 1879 
from Germany with a boy’s band 
he traveled with various road com- 
panies, going to California 35 years} 
ago to direct the orchestra at the] 
tavmond hotel Pasadena, 


| He also had bands in Chicago and 


vana and Mexico City, he was aiso 
identified with orchestras at the 
Mason Opera House and Boos 
| Brothers Cafeteria, Los Angeles. 

of Edward M. 


fell to her death, 


radio 
25, 


Kline, 


Feb. 


Wife 


singer, 


| 
| . 

| when she toppled from the window 
| of her sixth floor apartment in New 
|-York- 
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DAZIAN’S Inc. 


Supplied the 
Draperies 
for the 


Hassard Short 
Productions 


**Face the Music” 
with Mary Boland and 
J. Harold Murray 
at the 
New y hn 
Theatre, 1932 


“Waltzes From 
Vienna” 


in London at the 
Alhambra Theatre, 1931 


“The Band Wagon”’ 
with Fred and Adele 
Astaire, Frank Morgan, 
Helen Broderick and 
Tilly Losch 
at the 
New Amsterdam 
Theatre, 1931 


““Three’s a Crowd” 
with Clifton Webb, 
Fred Allen and 
Libby Holman 


at the 
Selwyn Theatre, 1930 


“The Sandy Hooker 
1929” 


with Lenore Ulric 


“Sunny Days”’ 
with 
Jeannette MacDonald 


at the 
Imperial Theatre, 1928 


“Don’t Count Your 


Chickens” 
with Mary Boland, 1928 


“Lucky” 
with Mary Eaton and 
Paul Whiteman 
at the 
New Amsterdam 
Theatre, 1926 


“Oh Please”’ 


with Beatrice Lillie 
at the 
Globe Theatre, 1926 


“Cradle Snatchers” 
with Mary Boland 


at the 
Musie Box Theatre, 1925 


“Sunny” 
with Marilyn Miller and 
Jack Donohue 
at the 
New Amsterdam 
Theatre, 1925 


“Greenwich Village 
Follies”’ 


at 
Chanin’s 46th Street 
Theatre, 1925 


“‘Hassard Short’s 
Ritz Revue” 
with 
Charlotte Greenwood 


at the 
Ritz Theatre, 1924 


“Peg O’ My 
Dreams” 


at 
Jolson’s 59th Street 
Theatre, 1924 


“‘No Trespassing” 
at the 
Sam Harris Theatre, 1924 


“The Third Music 
Box Revue”’ 


at the 
Music Box Theatre, 1923 


‘‘The Second Music 
Box Revue’”’ 


at the 
Masic Box Theatre, 1922 


“Music Box Revue” 
in London for 
C. B. Cochran 


at the 
Palace Theatre, 1922 


“The First Music 
Box Revue”’ 


, 
1¢ 


at h 
Mustie Box Theatre, 1921 


“‘The Rose Girl’’ 


at the 
Ambassador Theatre, 1921 


“Her Family Tree”’ 
with Nora Bayes 
at the 
Lyric Theatre, 1926 


“‘Honey-Dew”’ 
at the 
Casino Theatre, 19°20 


The Equity Shows 
at the 
Metropolitan Opera House, 
1920, 1921, 1922 























SHORT 





Was the First Producer to Use 


DRAPERIES 


instead of scenery 


(This was done for the first time when he staged the First “Irving Berlin 
Music Box Revue” at the Music Box Theatre in New York, 1921). 


This innovation became the vogue with 
producers throughout the world. 


The draperies for all Hassard Short’s productions have always 
been supplied by 


DAZIAN'S IL... 


142 West 44th St. 
New York City 


Dazian’s also made the “Diamond Horeshoe’”’ scene in the 
“First Music Box Revue” and “The Rhinestone Scene” in 
“Face the Music.’ 











Why I Like Them- 


“HASSARD SHORT: Because of the mirror number 
in “FACE THE MUSIC.” It is one of the most beauti- 
ful first act finales I have ever seen in a musical. The 
mirror trick is one of the few that isn’t done with mir- 


rors.” Sidney Skolsky, “DAILY NEWS.” 











The Most Sensational Musical Successes Ever 
Presented Were Produced, Staged and Lighted by 


Hassard Short 


HASSARD SHORT’S PRODUCTION of 
“WALTZES FROM VIENNA’’ 


Will Be Presented by Max Gordon in New York in September 














SS 





“Face 
The Music” 


The Entire Froduction 
Conceived, Staged, and 
Lighted by 
HASSARD SHORT 


Quotations from the Press 


“HASSARD SHORT, 
who staged ‘Three’s a 
Crowd’ and ‘The Band 
Wagon,’ has contributed 
the same brand of spec- 
tacle magic...The stun- 
ning mirror dance, which 
is the first-act finale, ig 
in the old tradition.” 
J. Brooks Atkinson, 
“N. Y. TIMES.” 
e 


“The scene showing St. 
Mark’s Church in Ven- 
ice worked out in rhine- 
stones is an eye opener 
and so is the one of the 
mirrors. These scenes 
and in fact the full 
show and also the light- 
ing were staged by 
HASSARD SHORT and 
he is entitled to a good 
deal of credit for hig 
share in making this 
new offering the great 

success that it is.” 

Kelcey Allen, 
“WOMEN’S WEAR 
DAILY." 


e 
-+.- While HASSARD 
SHORT took charge of 
the whole production, 
which means that he is 
responsible for the 
novelty and beauty of 
the numbers and the 
general gorzeousness of 
the thing as a whole.” 
Arthur Pollock, 
“BROOKLYN 
DAILY EAGLE” 
© 


- »- tasteful staging 


by Mr. HASSARD 
SHORT. «6 & 
Robert Garland, 
“THE N. Y. 
TELEGRAM.” 
@ 
“.,..and one (Laurel 


Wreath) is also  be- 
stowed upon the brow 
of HASSARD SHORT 
for his superb lighting 
and staging of the pro- 
duction.” 

ae 
“....and the entranc- 
ing finale ot the first 
act in which Mr. SHORT 
creates marvellously 
the illusion of many 
dancers in a hall of 
mirrors....” 

John Anderson, 

“N. Y. EVENING 

JOURNAL.” 


ty) 
“‘Grand’ happens to be 
gust the word in this 
case, for HASSARD 
SHORT has staged it 
in such a spectacular 
manner that there is al- 
Ways something to be 
looking at, and some- 
thing pretty nice, too.” 
Robert Benchley, 
“THE NEW YORKER.” 


“The staging is stun- 
ning. Mr. SHORT’S pet 
trick of couples dancing 
in front of apparently 
infinite reflections of 
themselves is as lovely 
an illusion as any play- 
house has harbored in 
years.” 
Gilbert W. Gabriel, 
“NEW YORK 
AMERICAN.” 


‘It is staged and light- 
ed with the inventive 
skillthatcharacterizesall 
of HASSARD SHORT’S 
work....Nor has any 
musical production of 
recent years had the 
advantage of more 
tuneful music, more ex- 
pert staging, hand- 
somer settings or eglib- 
ber performers.” 

John Mason Brown, 

“N. Y. EVENING 
POST.” 

Sh 


“....and Master HAS- 
SARD SHORT’S effects 
with lights and mirrors 
and people continue the 
brave tradition which 
is his.” 
Whitney Bolton, 
“THE MORNING 
——— 


“,...there’s always the 
HASSARD SHORT 
mounting....to relieve 
everything....while the 
HASSARD SHORT ex- 
travaganza highlights 
give it the true musical 
comedy touch. Abel, 





“VARIETY.” 
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